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WELCOME  NEW  MEMBER! 

Tommi  Fry  of   1118  Rockhill  Street   46804, 
ship  this  Sunday  from  the  Bible  Baptist  Church. 


phone  426-7660,  transferred  her  member- 
We  welcome  her  to  our  family  of  faith! 


OUR  NEIGHBORS  VIEWS  &  WAYS  -  THIS  SUNDAY! 

This  Sunday,  January  12,  7:30  -  9:00  p.m.,  we  are  invited  to  St.  John's  the  Baptist 
Catholic  Church  for  the  second  in  this  series  of  programs  for  First  Christian,  St. 
John's,  and  the  Temple.  We  will  compare  how  our  three  traditions  celebrate  life  events 
such  as  marriage  and  death. 

All  are  welcome! 


SEMINAR  ON  ISRAEL  -  FOR  EVERYONE 

Whether  or  not  you  are  among  those  going  to  Israel  January  29,  you  are  invited  to  a 
Saturday  Seminar  January  18,  9:00  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m.,  at  the  church.  We  will  review  the 
history  of  Israel,  study  Palestinian  geography,  and  see  slides. 

AUCTION  AT  CALDWELL'S  HOME 

On  January  11,  Saturday,  10:00  a.m.,  the  house  and  household  goods  of  Bill  &  Mamie 
will  be  auctioned  on  site  at  3521  Robinwood  Drive.  You  may  find  something  you  can  use 
and  help  the  church,  too,  as  proceeds  will  eventually  come  to  First  Christian. 

JUNIOR  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 

The  Junior  Youth  Fellowship  will  meet  from  5:30  -  7:00  p.m.  on  Sunday  at  the  church 
to  jog,  choose  a  design  for  our  T-shirts,  take  down  the  Sukka,  and  plan  our  meetings  for 
the  next  3  months.  There  will  be  refreshments,  but  they  won't  be  as  great  as  our  Mexi- 
can food.   Congratulations  for  raising  $110.00  for  Mexican  relief. 


CYF/CHI  RHO  -  "JUMP  INTO  WINTER" 

All  middle  school  and  high  school 
youth  are  invited  to  go  sledding 
at  Franke  Park  on  Saturday,  January 
18  from  12:30  to  4:00  p.m.  Put  on 
your  ear  muffs  and  bring  something 
to  slide  on! 


SVMPATHV 

We  extend  oux  sympathy  and  pnayexA  to 
the  family  o&  Euxal  Rote  Mho  die*  laAt 
week. 

AIao  to  Sana  VaviA  in  the.  death  o& 
hex  bn.othex.  To  Chexyl  Biu6e  In  the 
death  o&  hex  Atep-bn.othex.  To  the  Cole 
Family  in  the  death  o&  thex.fi  i>U>teJi- in- 
law. 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  1-5-86 

Miss  Sara  Jones ,      R.    2,    Box  219 j    Gas- 
ton,   IN;     Mrs.   Sara  J.      Peterson,      507 
Ridgemoor;     Miss  Chris  McGuire,    Winona 
Lake,    IN. 

THANK  VOU 

I  uxlyiZ  to  thank  my  chuxch  family  fan. 
taking  the  time  faom  theix  buAy  holiday 
schedule  to  call,  viAit,  tend  a  caxd, 
OK  bay  a  tittle  pnayex  fan.  me  duxing  my 
buxgexy  n.ecovexy  pe/iiod.  Real  Chxibtian 
love  iA  vexy  good  medicine.  A  special 
"thank  you"  to  Rev.  Von  Milt  fang  fan. 
iuA  viAit,  pnayex,  and  encouxaging 
MticUt.  I  thank  God  fan.  placing  me  into 
a  loving  and  coxing  chuxch  family. 

VouXA  in  ChxiAt, 

Bette  HaineA 


NEEDED 

Cancelled  postage  stamps  are  needed. 
Put  stamps  in  the  box  in  the  window  on 
your  way  down  to  the  fellowship  hall 
coming  in  from  the  south  door  right  off 
the  parking  lot. 

Also  needed  are  Campbell  Soup  labels, 
the  box  is  in  the  kitchen  on  the  coun- 
ter. 

Thank  you. 
Bette  Jones 


"When  you  fight  fire  with  fire,   all 
that  is  produced  is  ashes". 

William  Sloane  Coffin 


I  I  I  I  1  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 


The  Quadrennial 
Assembly . . . 
Tell  Me  About  It! 


Why  Should  I  Go? 

The  International  Christian 
Women's  Fellowship  (ICWF) 
sponsors  an  assembly  for  women 
every  (4)  years  (quad-rennial  as- 
sembly i  at  West  Lafayette,  In- 
diana. The  ICWF  Quadrennial  As- 
sembly then  is  a  gathering  -  a  huge 
gathering  of  Christian  women  from 
US..  Canada,  plus  special  repre- 
sentatives from  other  countries. 
The  Date  June  23-27.  1986 

As  Chrsitian  women,  members  of 
the  Chrsitian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ),  we  come  together  -  To 
celebrate  God.  proclaim  our  faith, 
be  open  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  to 
join  in  partnership. 

The  ICWF  Quadrennial  Assembly 
provides  an  opportunity  for  each 
person  to  develop  a  deeper  sense  of 
personal  and  corporate  Christian 
identity. 


,e  ^ear  th 


/("*  23 -27.\^ 


Quadrennial  Assembly  June  23-27,  1986 
PROGRAM  OUTLINE 


The  Assembly  opens  with  the  evening 
meal 

MONDAY  Because  we  bear  the 
Name         we  find  new  life  in  Christ" 

7  45  P.M.  -  The  Assembly  is  called  to 
begin;  Speaker:  John  Humbert.  Gen- 
eral Minister  and  President.  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ);  An  Act  of 
Remembrance 

10 -00-10:30  -  Meet  Your  Neighbor  (in 
dorms  i 

TUESDAY:  "Because  we  bear  the 
Name    .  .  we  struggle  for  justice" 

8  50  AM.  -  Singing  -  favorite  songs 
and  new  hymns;  A  time  for  prayer; 
Bible  Study  with  Beverly  Gaventa.  As- 
sociate Professor  of  New  Testament. 
Colgate-Rochester  Divinity  School; 
Speaker  -  Jean  Zaru,  a  Palestinean 
Quaker  who  will  speak  on  justice  issues 
for  women 

1215-1 :  15  -Speakers  Forums 

1:30-3:00  and  3:30-5:00  -  Interest 
Groups:  Opportunities  for  growth  in 
world  concerns,  worship,  issues  con- 
fronting women.  CWF  and  church  pro- 
gramming. Plan  to  register  for  these 
before  the  Assembly. 

3  30-5  00  -Special  Forums 

7  45  -  Music  by  the  Indianapolis 
Chorale,  a  renowned  group  of  profes- 
sional musicians  who  share  their  min- 
istry in  song;  Peace  Panel  -  four 
women  representing  the  East,  the 
West,  the  North  and  the  South  speak 
about  their  vision  of  peace.  Miriam 
Cruz.  Board  member,  the  Division  of 
Homeland  Ministries,  Christian  Church 
(Disciples   of    Christ),    will    serve   as 


"Because    we    bear 
we   seek    wholeness 


moderator 
WEDNESDAY: 

the    Name    .    .    . 
in  shared  life" 

8  45  AM  -  Songs  and  prayers;  Bible 
Study  -  Beverly  Gaventa:  Dialogue  on 
prevention  of  family  violence  -  Marie 
Fortune  and  Frances  Wood,  the  Center 
for  the  Prevention  of  Domestic  Vio- 
lence. Seattle.  Washington 

Afternoon  -  (See  Tuesday' 

7:45  P.M.  -  The  Assembly  choir  under 
the  direction  of  Gayle  Sarber.  Associ- 
ate Professor  of  Music.  Christian  The- 
ological Seminary.  Indianapolis.  In- 
diana 

THURSDAY:  'Because  we  bear  the 
Name         we  are  one" 

8  15  AM  -  Songs  and  prayers;  Elec- 
tion of  officers:  Bible  Study  -  Beverly 
Gaventa: 

1  30-3.00  -  Reflection  Groups 

7  45  P  M.  -  A  service  of  affirmation 
recognizing  our  unity  as  people  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ), 
as  women  of  the  church,  and  as  Chris- 
tian women  worldwide.  Narrator:  Lani 
Havens,  overseas  staff  serving  in 
Kenya.  Africa 

FRIDAY:  "Because  we  bear  the 
Name  ...  we  are  empowered  to  fulfill 
our  mission" 

8:45  AM.  -  Introduction  -  Quad- 
rennial Assembly  Committee;  Installa- 
tion of  Officers;  An  Act  of  Communion 
Homily  -  Beverly  Gaventa 

The  Assembly  closes  with  lunch. 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

The  week  with  my  folks  in  St.  Pete  was  great!  I  feel  refreshed  and  ready  to  go 
again.  I  preached  in  my  home  church  while  there,  which  is  always  a  privilege  and  plea- 
sure. I  did  the  sermon  I  did  last  July  4  here,  "On  Being  True  To  Ourselves  As  A  Nation", 
and  it  was  very  well  received  (to  my  delight  and  relief,  since  I  consider  it  a  pretty 
hard  hitting  sermon).  Anyway,  its  good  to  be  home  (interesting  how  we  can  have  more 
than  one  "home",  isn't  it?)! 

I  feel  that  we  have  come  through  an  important  period  of  transition  here  at  First 
Christian  Church  these  last  2>h  years.  Its  been  tremendously  satisfying  to  see'  ^  the 
church  coming  together.   Now  we  are  entering  a  new  phase  in  our  life  together. 

This  new  phase  holds  its  own  challenges  and  satisfactions,  of  course,  and  its  own 
fun  and  excitement.  We  are  beginning  to  "find  ourselves",  beginning  to  define  our  mis- 
sion as  a  congregation.  It  will  take  us  some  time  to  complete  this  process  of  defining 
and  refining  our  mission,  but  its  great  to  have  such  a  task  before  us  rather  than  mere 
"survival"  tasks  as  so  many  congregations  do.  We  will  in  coming  years  take  on  a  unique 
"personality"  as  a  congregation  and  a  particular  place  and  role  among  the  leading  chur- 
ches of  this  city.  That's  exciting  to  contemplate,  isn't  it?  And  we  will  build  this 
personality  and  role  together,  you  and  I,  under  the  direction  of  The  Holy  Spirit! 


See  you  Sunday! 


Love, 


<Z2<44^S 


CHRISTMAS  GREETINGS  TO  THE  CONGREGATION 

The  following  persons  have  sent  one  card  to  the  congregation  as  their  Christmas 
Greeting.   The  cards  were  displayed  on  banners  in  the  Narthex: 

Iva  Imbody,  Lowell  Dare;  Edna  &  Harold  Nordblom;  Tom,  Laura,  &  Tony  York;  Glenn  & 
Lola  Miller;  Dorothy  Schmidt;  Anna  Taylor;  Ted,  Terri,  Christopher,  &  Matthew  Pfenning; 
The  Ohnecks;  Fern  Kenline;  Julia  Bicknell  &  Wilberta  Edgington;  Mrs.  Metcalf;  Jane  Hahn; 
Bev  Hudlow;  Mrs.  Arthur  Mowery;  Ed  &  Rosalie  Hall;  Steve,  Debbie,  &  Adam  White. 


0  Lord,  God,  in  whom  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being,  open  our  eyes  that  we 
may  behold  Thy  Fatherly  presence  ever  about  us.  Draw  our  hearts  to  Thee  with  the  power 
of  Thy  love.  Teach  us  to  be  anxious  for  nothing,  and  when  we  have  done  what  Thou  hast 
given  us  to  do,  help  us,  0  God  our  Saviour,  to  leave  the  issue  to  Thy  wisdom.  Take  from 
us  all  doubt  and  mistrust.  Lift  our  thoughts  up  to  Thee  in  heaven,  and  make  us  to  know 
that  all  things  are  possible  through  Thy  Son  our  Redeemer.   Amen. 

PRAYER  SERVICE  IS  SUNDAYS  6:15  -  7:00  P.M.  IN  THE  CHAPEL. 


Emilio  Castro  is  the  newly  elected  General  "To  everything  we  need  to  put  three  or 

Secretary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches.  four  fundamental  questions:   Does  it 

A  friend  visited  Castro's  former  parish  in  advance  the  unity  of   the  church?  Does 

Montevideo,  Uruguay.    After  the   service,  it  really  help   the  building  up  of   a 

an  old  woman  approached  and   asked,  "You  servant  body  of  Christ?   Does  it  convey 

greet  him  for  me.    You  know,   he  way  my  a  testimony  toward  Jesus  Christ?   Does 

pastor.   He  introduced  me  to  Jesus!"  it  really  express  solidarity  with  poor 

-the  Christian  Century  people?  Emilio  Castro, 

8/29  -  9/5,  1984  General  Secretary 

World  Council  of  Churches 
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SINGLES.1 

Well,  the  cross  country  ski  outing  fizzled  for  want  of  snow,  but  11  of  us  had  a 
great  time  snarfing  chili,  playing  trivial  pursuit  and  watching  videos  at  Greg's  last 
week. 

Let's  try  the  cross  country  skiing  again!  This  time,  meet  at  Deb  Stam's  (5108-4 
Truemper  Way,  485-0722)  at  2:00  p.m.  If  you  don't  want  to  ski,  meet  us  at  Deb's  at 
6:00  p.m.  (or  in  case  there  is  no  snow  again);  on  Sunday,  January  26. 

If  you  are  single  and  wondering  about  the  nature  of  this  group,  we  are  mostly  in 
our  20's  and  30's  and  get  together  monthly  for  fellowship  and  fun.  Come  join  us. 

SEMINAR  ON  ISRAEL  -  THIS  SATURDAY! 


Whether  or  not  you  are  among  those  going  to  Israel  January  29,  you  are  invited  to  a 
Saturday  Seminar  January  18,  9:00  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m.,  at  the  church.  We  will  review  the 
history  of  Israel,  study  Palestinian  geography,  and  see  slides. 

PRAYER  SERVICE,  SUNDAYS  6:15  -  7:00  P.M.  IN  THE  CHAPEL 

If  you  wish  orientation  to  this  service,  come  one  hour  early  this  Sunday,  January  19. 

WEEK  OF  PRAYER  FOR  CHRISTIAN  UNITY  SERVICE 

January  22  at  Simpson  United  Methodist  Church 
2501  South  Harrison  Street 
featuring  Bishop  John  D'Arcy 
11:30  worship 

12:00  address  by  Bishop  D'Arcy 
12:30  lunch 

1:00   table  conversation  with  the  Bishop 
Lunch  -  $3.50    RSVP  422-3528 
Sponsored  by  Associated  Churches 
All  Welcome! 


Week  of  Prayer 

for  Christian  Unity 

January  16-25, 1966 


For  over  75  years  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian 
Unity  has  been  celebrated  annually  by  Christians 
around  the  world  in  witness  to  our  oneness  in  Christ. 
Since  the  first  observance  in  Graymoor,  New  York,  in 
1908  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  it  has  grown  to  include 
Christians  of  all  traditions.  The  week  begins  on 
January  18  (the  Feast  of  St.  Peter's  Chair)  and  con- 
cludes on  January  25  (the  Feast  of  St.  Paul). 


A  SERVICE  OF  WORSHIP  IN  COMMENORATION  OF  MARTIN  LUTHER  KING,  JR.  BIRTHDAY 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY  19,  1986      7:00  P.M.      PLYMOUTH  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH,  501  W.  BERRY 

Choirs  and   liturgy  featuring  the  words  of  Dr.  King,   Gospel  hymns,   and  the  unfinished 
agenda  of  the  Church  in  human  relationships. 

Sponsored  by  The  Associated  Churches  of  Fort  Wayne  and  Allen  County,  Inc. ,  and  the  Inter- 
denominational Ministerial  Alliance. 


FOOD  BANK  REPORT 

During  December,  our  food  bank  sup- 
plied persons  as  follows: 

Family  Units  Served  -   56 

Individuals  Served    214 

1st  Time  Clients       25 

Repeat  Clients         31 

Meals  1,926 

Clients  Over  60         5 

This  gives  totals  for  1985  as  fol- 
lows: 

Family  Units  Served  -  465 
Individuals  Served  1,665 
1st  Time  Clients  174 
Repeat  Clients  291 
Meals  14,961 

Clients  Over  60        56 

All  donations  of  food  or  money  are 
truly  appreciated  and  go  to  a  good 
cause.  Money  given  goes  only  for  the 
purchase  of  food,  never  for  any  over- 
head. Food  is  generally  secured 
through  the  Associated  Churches  Food 
Bank  warehouse  and  much  of  the  money 
given  goes  to  them,  as  they  purchase  at 
wholesale  prices  and  we  pay  them  for 
the  food  we  get  only  through  our  dona- 
tions, no  per  item  cost.  A  number  of 
our  neighborhood  churches  also  help, 
both  through  donations  of  food  to  us 
and  money  gifts  to  the  Associated 
Churches  Food  Bank  Warehouse. 

Needed  food  items  include:  canned 
meats,  tuna,  hot  cereals,  pork  and 
beans,  powdered  milk,  and  peanut- 
butter. 


JUNIOR  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 

The  Junior  Youth  Fellowship  will  meet 
at  5:30  p.m.  Sunday  to  vote  on  the 
colors  for  our  T-shirt  logo.  Please 
bring  your  parents  as  we  will  need  their 
help  to  do  the  WMEE  Marathon. 


CYF/CHI  RHO 

Be  at  the  church  at  12:30  Saturday  to 
go  sledding!  We'll  be  at  Franke  Park 
and  back  to  the  church  at  4:00  p.m.  Wax 
your  bellies  (or  bring  a  sled)  and  get 
ready  for  a  slick  day. 

(No  snow?  Come  anyway,  we'll  make 
our  own. . .) I 


ALL  MEMBERS:   OF  ALL  AGES! 


Adults  and  children  will  enjoy  and 
learn  from  attending  the  intergenera- 
tional  Lenten  Fair  on  Wednesday  evening 
February  5.  Watch  for  details,  and  set 
aside  the  evening  of  the  5th. 


WHAT  TO  READ: 

If  you  are  "all  out  of  sorts"  read  Heb- 
rew 12. 

If  you  are  losing  confidence  in  men, 
read  I  Corinthians  13. 

If  you  have  the  blues,  read  Psalm  27. 

If  your  pocketbook  is  empty,  read 
Psalm  37. 

If  people  seem  unkind,  read  John  15. 

If  you  are  discouraged  about  your 
work,  read  Psalm  126. 

If  you  cannot  have  your  own  way,  read 
James  3. 


AREA  I  BOARD  MEETING  at  Saturn 
744-3239  this  week! 


Christian  at  6:30  p.m.  on  Monday,  January  27.  RSVP  at 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

Personally,  I'm  delighted  that  Martin  Luther  King's  birthday  is  a  national  holiday 
(January  20).  This  provides  us  one  holiday  a  year  when  justice  is  the  central  theme 
of  the  day. 

Unfortunately,  some  still  have  only  second  hand  information  about  Dr.  King,  (J..  Ed- 
gar Hoover's  smear  campaign  and  other  such  biased,  distorted  sources).  I  encourage 
everyone  to  observe  this  Day  by  reading  one  of  his  books.  Get  it  from  the  "horse's 
mouth",  so  to  speak.  The  public  library  offers  a  number  of  selections,  as  do  the  major 
bookstores.  Then,  if  you  disagree  with  what  you  read,  let's  get  together  and  talk  about 
it,  you  and  I. 

Such  a  holiday  is  not  so  much  to  honor  the  man  (who  had  his  faults  and  imperfec- 
tions, like  any  person)  as  it  is  to  honor  that  for  which  he  stands,  which  is  part  and 
parcel  of  The  American  ethos:   Liberty  and  Justice  for  all. 

See  you  Sunday! 


Love, 


qJoC&s 


IN  APPRECIATION  OF  OUR  CHOIR 

Thank  you 

For  your  Faithfulness  in  attendance. 

For  your  Leadership  in  congregational 
singing  that  unifies  the  spirit  of 
worship. 

For  your  Anthems  that  lift  the  soul. 

For  your  Attitude  of    Reverence  that 
embodies  the  spirit  of  worship. 

For  your  Interest  in  Music  in  Divine 
Worship. 

For  your    Joy  in    Participation  that 
becomes  contagious. 

For  your  Desire  to  Improve,   counting 
each  success    but     a    point      from 
which   to  go  forward. 

For  your  Love  of  the  Church. 


COMMITMENT 

OCCUPIED 

Martha  in  the  kitchen,  serving  with  her 
hands;  Occupied  for  Jesus,  with  her  pots 
and  pans.  Loving  Him,  yet  fevered,  bur- 
dened to  the  brim,  —  Careful,  troubled 
Martha,  occupied  for  Him. 

Mary  on  the  footstool,  eyes  upon  her 
Lord;  Occupied  with  Jesus,  drinking  in 
His  word.  This  the  one  thing  needful, 
all  else  strangely  dim:  Loving,  rest- 
ing Mary,  occupied  with  Him. 

So  may  we,  like  Mary,  choose  the  better 
part:  Resting  in  His  presence  —  hands 
and  feet  and  heart;  Drinking  in  His  wis- 
dom, strengthened  with  His  grace;  Wait- 
ing for  the  summons,  eyes  upon  His  Face. 
When  it  comes,  we're  ready,  spirit, 
will,  and  nerve;  Mary's  heart  to  wor- 
ship, Martha's  hands  to  serve;  This  the 
rightful  order,  as  our  lamps  we  trim, — 
Occupied  with  Jesus,  then  occupied  for 
Him! 


Dick  &  Don 


— Lois  Reynolds  Carpenter 
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First  Christian  Church 


744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  January  22,  1986  No.  3 


DON'T  MENTION  AGE 

This  Tuesday,  January  28,  we  will  gather  at  the  church  at  noon  and  leave  from  there 
for  lunch  and  a  tour  of  the  Senior  Citizen's  Center.  Please  RSVP  by  calling  744-3239. 
We  will  have  lunch  together  at  the  Center. 


SINGLES  -  PLAN  A,  PLAN  B  -  THIS  SUNDAY,  JANUARY  26 

Plan  A;   If  we  have  snow,   those  wishing  to  go  skiing, 


meet  at  Deb  Stam's  (5108-4 


Truemper  Way,  485-0722)  at  2:00  p.m.  We  will  be  back  by  5:00  p.m.  to  see  the  Super  Bowl 
at  least  3  quarters  of  it).   Those  who  don't  want  to  ski,  meet  us  at  Deb's  at  5:00  p.m. 

Plan  B:  If  there's  no  snow,  we'll  all  meet  at  Deb's  at  4:00  p.m.  for  the  Super 
Bowl. 

Get  it?  Be  there!   All  singles  welcome! 


LAY  SUNDAY  THIS  SUNDAY 

George  Bruckman,  a  lay  minister  commissioned  by  this 
congregation,  will  be  our  speaker  this  Sunday.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  his  message! 


Week  of  Laity 

January  26— February  1 ,  1 986 


ANY  ANNIVERSARIES? 

If  you  have  a  25th  wedding  anniversary  this  year,  or  if  you  have  a  50th  or  beyond 
anniversary  and  your  name  was  not  on  the  "Our  Church  Family"  banner  last  year,  please 
call  the  church  office  or  Miriam  Bixenman  (745-3365)  and  report  this  information  so  we 
can  get  your  name  on  the  new  1986  banner  which  has  just  gone  up  in  Fellowship  Hall. 

Watch  our  Church  Family  grow! 

BREAD  FOR  THE  WORLD  -  Tuesday,  January  28,  6:00  -  7:00  p.m. 


COMMITTEE  MEETINGS  -  Tuesday,  January  28,  7:00  -  8:00  p.m.   Babysitting  provided! 


CALLING  ALL  WOMEN! 

In  last  week's  Tidings  you  read  about  the  International  Christian  Women's  Fellow- 
ship 8th  Quadrennial  Assembly  at  Purdue  University  in  West  Lafayette.  Didn't  it  sound 
exciting?  Are  you  planning  to  go?  If  so,  be  sure  to  contact  the  church  office,  or  Peg 
Buskirk,  our  CWF  President  (745-3365).  Remember  the  dates,  June  23-27,  1986,  Monday  - 
Friday.  Total  cost  is  $189.00,  including  room,  board,  program,  insurance,  program  book 
and  materials,  tote  bag,  bus  transportation  on  campus  -  everything.  Registration  began 
January  1  and  will  end  May  1.  There  will  be  some  help  with  costs  from  accumulated  in- 
terest in  the  Edna  Vaught  Fund.  Registration  forms  will  be  in  the  church  office  in  a 
week  or  in  your  CWF  group  meetings  in  February  -  April. 


GOOD  FOOD,  FRIENDS,  FELLOWSHIP,  AND  FUN  -  Wednesday,  Febru- 
ary  5  -  6:15  -  8:00  p.m. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  the  February  Fellowship  dinner 
at  the  church  Wednesday,  February  5,  at  6:15  p.m.  Ham 
loaf,  homemade  rolls,  and  drinks  will  be  provided  (cost  is 
$1.25  for  adults,  75c  for  children  under  12  years).  Please 
bring  a  salad,  vegetable,  or  dessert  and  table  service. 

Lent,  the  season  of  spiritual  preparation  for  Easter, 
will  be  here  before  we  know  it!  Our  evening  program  spon- 
sored by  the  Christian  Education  committee,  will  be  a  time 
for  children,  youth,  and  adults  to  begin  to  think  and 
learn  together  about  this  special  time  of  the  church  year. 

Child  care  will  be  provided  for  children  not  yet  in 
kindergarten.  All  others  will  enjoy  doing  the  learning 
activities  in  our  "Journey  to  Easter". 

Get  ready  to  Think  Spring  and  Come  to  the  Lenten  Fair  - 
Journey  to  Easter. 


PARENTS  MEETING  FOR  CYF/CHI  RHO 

The  parents  of  all  high  school  and  middle  school  kids  are  invited  to  discuss  an  up- 
coming program  series  on  sexuality  education  which  will  be  done  during  the  regular  CYF/ 
Chi  Rho  meeting  times  in  February  and  March,  we  will  meet  at  the  church  at  9:30  a.m.  on 
February  8. 


The  Safety  Education  Bureau  of  the  Fort  Wayne  Police  Department  is  in  need  of  locating 
School  Crossing  Guards  to  help  keep  our  children  safe  as  they  go  to  and  from  school  this 
year.  The  corner  which  is  available  at  this  time  is:  Hoagland  &  Rudisill.  Anyone  18 
years  of  age  or  older  may  apply.  For  more  information,  contact  the  Safety  Education 
Bureau  at  427-1241. 


NEEDED 

Cancelled  postage  stamps  are  needed.  Any  kind  of  commemorative  stamp!  Just  cut  a  h" 
border  all  the  way  around  the  stamp  and  then  place  in  the  box  in  the  window  on  your  way 
down  to  the  fellowship  hall  if  coming  in  from  the  south  door  off  the  parking  lot. 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -  1-19-86 

Debbie  Barf  ell,   6025  Oakmont;   Cliff  &  Carol  Peterson,   Whitemore  Lake,  MI;  Linda  &  Dale 
Johnson,  Marion,   OH;   Charles  &  Kathryn  Laughlin,   51  Liberty  Avenue,   Chester,   W.    VA; 

CYF  will  be  meeting  at  their  regular  meeting  time  this  Sunday! 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

I  had  a  very  moving  experience  last  night.  The  service  commemorating  Dr.  King  was 
absolutely  wonderful.  A  filled  sanctuary  of  blacks  and  whites  worshipped  and  celebrated 
and  laughed  and  cried.  I  hope  this  will  be  an  annual  affair.  We  (black  &  white)  wor- 
ship together  too  seldom  in  Fort  Wayne. 

I'm  looking  forward  to  hearing  George  Bruckman  this  Sunday,  and  generally  celebra- 
ting the  laity.   We  are  certainly  blessed  with  strong,  committed  lay  people  at  F.C^C! 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 


cS*^ 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

We  have  a  program  going  on  Sunday  morning  that  you  may  or  may  not  have  noticed ,  yet 
of  which  everyone  needs  to  be  aware.  It  is  our  Sunday  School  Host  program,  which  is  be- 
ing overseen  by  Ralph  Church. 

Why  do  you  need  to  know  about  it?  For  several  reasons.  First,  if  you  are  in  the 
building  at  the  beginning  of  the  Sunday  School  hour  and  meet  someone  who  is  looking  for 
a  Sunday  School  class,  or  if  you  want  to  invite  someone  to  Sunday  School,  you  need  to 
know  that  there  is  a  place  they  send  them  to  get  Sunday  School  information.  You  can  di- 
rect them  to  the  south  door  in  the  fellowship  hall  to  a  host  or  hostess  who  is  well  in- 
formed concerning  what  classes  we  have  and  where  they  are  in  our  marvelous  but  sometimes 
confusing  building. 

Secondly,  you  may  be  interested  in  attending  Sunday  School,  and  in  enrolling  your 
children,  but  do  not  know  where  to  begin.  Just  be  in  fellowship  hall  at  9:30  a.m.  or  a 
little  before  and  look  for  the  people  wearing  the  "Host"  name  tag,  or  look  for  the 
"Sunday  School  Information"  sign.   You  will  find  a  warm  welcome  and  a  helpful  guide! 

So,  now  you  know  where  to  bring  people  for  Sunday  School  information,  or  where  to 
come  first  when  you  begin  attending  yourself !  Ralph  and  his  helpful  crew  will  be  look- 
ing for  you! 

Many  thanks  to  the  faithful  Sunday  School  Hosts,  who  are:  Max  and  Lois  Finkhousen, 
Mark  and  Pauline  Snyder,  Jack  and  Bobbi  Lindsay,  Herb  and  Kathlyn  Banet,  Gini  Brown, 
Earl  and  Margaret  Snouffer,  Mike  and  Pat  Mullen,  Vince  and  Connie  Wells,  Curt  and  Debbie 
Miller,  Mildred  Hartman,  Mildred  Hutchinson,  Ralph  and  Judy  Church. 


ALL  CHURCH  SKI  OUTING! 

On  Saturday,  February  15,  you  are  invited  to  join  in  a  church  ski  trip  to  Timber 
Ridge  near  Kalamazoo.  We  will  leave  at  6:30  a.m.  and  return  by  midnight.  Mark  your 
calendars  now!  We  will  carpool  to  save  money. 

Lessons  are  available  at  Timber  Ridge.  This  is  their  annual  "Winter  Fest",  so  it 
will  be  a  great  day  and  evening. 

Call  744-3239  now  to  RSVP  or  for  more  information. 

FOR  THE  SEPARATED,  WIDOWED,  OR  DIVORCED 

An  excellent  program  is  offered  January  31  -  February  2,  and  again  April  18-20, 
here  in  Fort  Wayne.  It  is  an  event  to  help  people  resolve  feelings  and  move  ahead  with 
their  life.  Dick  has  brochures  for  those  interested.  Call  744-3239.  Do  yourself  a 
favor ! 
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PEW  BIBLES  DEDICATED 

Thanks  to  gifts  from  several  families,  and  the  labors  of  Janet  Weicker,  we  now  have 
Pew  Bibles  and  racks  to  enhance  our  Sunday  morning  worship.  Thanks  also  to  Vince  Wells 
and  John  Perry  for  installing  the  racks.   The  following  were  given: 

The  family  &  friends  of  Marge  Lehman,  in  her  memory; 

Jack  &  Janet  Weicker  in  memory  of  Marge  Lehman,  Myron  Cole,  Bill  &  Mamie  Caldwell, 
and  Robert  Beck; 

Delores  Keebortz  in  memory  of  Walter  Keebortz; 

Peggy  Buskirk  in  memory  of  Clair  Buskirk; 

Jane  Hahn  in  memory  of  Bill  &  Mamie  Caldwell. 


GOOD  FOOD.  FRIENDS.  FELLOWSHIP,  AND  FUN  -  Wednesday,  Febru- 
ary 5  -  6:15  -  8:15  p.m. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  the  February  Fellowship  dinner 
at  the  church  Wednesday,   February  5,   at  6:15  p.m.   Ham 
loaf,  homemade  rolls,  and  drinks  will  be  provided  (cost  is 
$1.25  for  adults,  75c  for  children  under  12  years).  Please 
bring  a  salad,  vegetable,  or  dessert  and  table  service. 

Lent,  the  season  of  spiritual  preparation  for  Easter, 
will  be  here  before  we  know  it!  Our  evening  program  spon- 
sored by  the  Christian  Education  committee,  will  be  a  time 
for  children,  youth,  and  adults  to  begin  to  think  and 
learn  together  about  this  special  time  of  the  church  year. 

Child  care  will  be  provided  for  children  not  yet  in 
kindergarten.  All  others  will  enjoy  doing  the  learning 
activities  in  our  "Journey  to  Easter". 

Get  ready  to  Think  Spring  and  Come  to  the  Lenten  Fair  - 
Journey  to  Easter. 


ASH  WEDNESDAY  SERVICE  HERE  WITH  WEST  CREIGHTON 

West  Creighton  Avenue  Christian  Church  and  their  choir  will  join  us  and  our  choir 
for  a  joint  Ash  Wednesday  Service  Wednesday,  February  12.  This  brief  but  meaningful 
service  will  help  to  prepare  us  for  the  journey  to  Jerusalem  climaxing  in  Holy  Week  and 
Easter.   7:30  p.m.   Babysitting  provided. 


ALL  CHURCH  SKI-OUTING 

On  Saturday,  February  15,  you  are  invited  to  join  in  a  church  ski  trip  to  Timber 
Ridge  near  Kalamazoo.  We  will  leave  at  6:30  a.m.  and  return  by  midnight.  Mark  your 
calendars  now!   We  will  carpool  to  save  money. 

Lessons  are  available  at  Timber  Ridge.  This  is  their  annual  "Winter  Fest",  so  it 
will  be  a  great  day  and  evening. 

Call  744-3239  now  to  RSVP  or  for  more  information. 


ASSOCIATED  CHURCHES  ANNUAL  MEETING,  FEBRUARY  16,  6; 00  P.M. 

Mark  your  calendar  now  for  this  annual  meeting  to  be  held  at  First  Presbyterian 
Church . 

SPECIAL  SPEAKER:   The  new  GENERAL  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES. 

Don't  miss  this  opportunity! 

PARENTS  MEETING  FOR  CYF/CHI  RHO 

The  parents  of  all  high  school  and  middle  school  kids  are  invited  to  discuss  an  up- 
coming program  series  on  sexuality  education  which  will  be  done  during  the  regular  CYF/ 
Chi  Rho  meeting  times  in  February  and  March.  We  will  meet  at  the  church  at  9:30  a.m.  on 
February  8. 

ATTENTION  COOKS:   HELP!   DON'T  CRACK  THAT  EGG!' 


One  of  the  activities  of  the  Fellowship  dinner  on  February  5  will  be  decorating 
eggs  -  so  we  need  many  hollow  eggs  to  color.  To  blow  out  eggs:  with  a  needle,  gently 
poke  a  small  hole  about  H,"  across  in  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  egg.  Blow  contents  into 
a  bowl.  Bring  eggs  to  church  or  to  the  Fellowship  dinner,  please.  Any  questions,  call 
Mindy  Hamm  at  745-4536. 

MAIW  THANKS  f  SPECIAL  THANK  VOWS 

— -cl„  nun  ,\   j.     +<      u.    j.    «  u     n  fo  Steve.  3oneA.     oX  GfuxbiXZ  Woodwohk- 

me  CVF  iendi  many  thanks  to  Vn.   Ke/iZzy  ■         c   „  •  o-  +  -n\     r  t   ..  i  -.      ..-. 

f24   ?^     f  7       tanczand     ixcellint     c^Uman^kip    in 
to*  oua   p-tg  k^M9  content!     Thank  you!  mUng     ^  ?m    ^^   ^  ^  ^^ 

SUMMER  IN  FEBRUARY!  *£**     ^typing     the.  book     plateA^O* 

— 5T — -. c      .      ,     rj.        .  the.  Pew  fable.  Vnoizct. 

Plan  on  staying  for  lunch  after  church  JT   *    .,    .    , 

on  February  16,   because  the  CYF  will  be  JaneX  W^k(* 

serving  a  summer  in  February  Lunch!  AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  1-26-86 

Saott  Banken3  R.R.  3>  Churubusco; 
CYF  -  Next  week  (February  2)  bring  your  Dennis  &  Abby  Graham,  2806  Wilderness 
favorite  pizza  topping  and  we'll  make  our  Road;  Betty  Wiltfonq,  1028  Merritt  Dr.,^ 
own  home  grown  pizza!   2:30  p.m.  Sunday.         ElCaQon,    CA;     Rollie     &     Elsie       Scott, 

1839  Hawthorne  Road;     Mrs.   Doris  Walton 
&  Tiffany     Walton,      10257     Penny     Lane, 
JUST  WHAT  DO  YOU  DO  WITH  YOUR  GIFTS?  Indianapolis,   IN. 

New  opportunities  and  different  stages  in  life  call  on  us  to  use  different  gifts  and 
to  make  different  contributions.  As  Peter  Drucker  said  in  a  conversation,  "Here  I  am, 
58  and  still  don't  know  what  I'm  going  to  do  when  I  grow  up."  Commitment  at  the  inter- 
secting point  of  my  gifts  mean  that  I  must  give  up  being  a  straddler.  A  scripture  in  I 
Kings  18:20  speaks  a  powerful  and  needed  word,  "How  long  will  you  go  limping  between  two 
different  opinions?" 

There  is  in  the  depth  of  my  soul  the  knowledge  of  this  truth.   Life  will  not  be  in 
the  smorgasbord  that  we  humans  have  so  often  made  it,  sampling  and  tasting  here  and  there, 
Commitment  defines  one's  identity,  but  there  is  also  fear  in  that  knowledge  or  even  in 
movement  toward  it.   What  shall  I  do  with  my  life?   That's  a  question  begging  resolve 
and  any  exaggerated  avoidance  of  it  leads  to  the  abyss . 

It  is  time  to  stop  straddling,  limping.  It  is  time  to  shove  the  shore  away.  But  it 
is  so  much  easier  to  try  the  untried  when  what  we  do  is  inconsequential  and  affects  only 
ourselves.  It  is  easier  to  play  with  the  ultimate  decisions  of  life  as  if  they  don't 
matter;  we  usually  move  farther  and  faster  that  way.  Maybe  that  is  why  so  many  of  to- 
day's valuable  inventions  and  machines  had  their  birth  as  toys.  One  ventures  farther 
when  one  is  playing  for  fun  rather  than  for  keeps. 

God's  gifts  of  the  Spirit  can  only  work  effectively  in  us  when  we  allow  ourselves  the 
possibility  of  failure.  Spontaniety  goes  when  we  cease  to  play  and  then  the  emergence 
of  the  unexpected  and  the  novel  ceases  to  be  a  possibility.  However,  in  our  culture,  we 
are  so  success-oriented  that  we  have  little  understanding  of  this  spiritual  and  creative 
act  of  play. 

Life  is  spaced  out  before  us!  Let  us  live!!  Let  us  never  fear  failure.  While  we 
listen  to  our  critics  and  work  to  avoid  failure,  let  us  know  we  are  not  better  for  an- 
other's praise,  nor  are  we  worse  for  his  blames.  We  are  never  better  for  our  success 
nor  worse  for  our  failure.  The  point  is  the  motion  of  our  life  and  the  direction  there- 
to.     (Reprint  of  article  by  A.W.  Farnsworth,  Central  Christian,  Huntington 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 


Dear  Friends, 


I  appreciated  George  Bruckman's  heartfelt  sharing  in  the  sermon,  and  the  witness 
of  all  the  lay  people  who  led  us  in  worship  Sunday.   I  hope  you  were  present. 

As  you  read  this,  I  and  the  Churches,  the  Grahams,  Bobbi  Lindsay,  Liz  Johnson,  Jean 
McGrew,  and  Mary  Wilhelm  should  be  in  Tiberias,  Israel  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  We  will 
be  thinking  of  you  as  we  share  a  sunrise  communion  service  on  the  sea  shore.  Please 
pray  for  us,  too!  Most  of  us  will  return  Wednesday,  February  5.  Jean  and  Mary  are 
going  on  to  Egypt  and  and  will  return  February  7.   I  wish  you  could  all  be  with  us! 

See  you  Sunday,  February  9.   Don  will  bring  the  Word  this  Sunday. 


Love, 


-#kfc> 


ITS  A  BABY  SHOWER! 

To  celebrate  the  birth  of  Albert  Lloyd  Wiltfong,  born  January  21,  all  the  ladies  of 
the  church  are  invited  to  a  Baby  Shower  on  Saturday,  February  1  at  10:30  a.m.  at  the 
church . 

If  you  need  a  gift  suggestion,  feel  free  to  call  Deb  Miller  at  456-4028. 

PRAYER  SERVICE  -  6:15  -  7; 00  P.M.  SUNDAYS 

Father,  I  thank  Thee  for  thy  mercies  which  are  new  every  morning.  For  the  gift  of 
sleep;  for  health  and  strength;  for  the  vision  of  another  day  with  its  fresh  opportuni- 
ties of  work  and  service;  for  all  these  and  more  than  these,  I  thank  Thee.  Before  look- 
ing on  the  face  of  men  I  would  look  on  Thee,  who  art  the  health  of  my  countenance  and  my 
God.  Not  without  Thy  guidance  would  I  go  forth  to  meet  the  duties  and  tasks  of  the  day. 
Strengthen  me  so  that  in  all  my  work  I  may  be  faithful;  amid  trials,  courageous,  in 
suffering,  patient;  under  disappointment,  full  of  hope  in  Thee.  Grant  this  for  Thy 
goodness  sake.   Amen.  -Copied 

The  knowledge  that  his  friends  are  praying  for  him  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most 
empowering  influences  that  can  surround  any  man. 

AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

This  week  was  the  first  meeting  of  the  Associate  Pastor  Relations  Committee.  I  am 
pleased  with  the  five  people  who  have  agreed  to  serve  on  this  committee,  who  are  Judy 
Church,  Betty  Grimm,  Mildred  Hartman,  Curt  Miller,  and  Pat  Mullen,  and  I  wanted  to  tell 
you  about  them  and  their  tasks. 

The  Associate  Pastor  Relations  Committee  is  intended  to  be  a  communications  link 
between  the  congregation  and  the  Associate  Pastor,  someone  to  whom  I  can  bring  issues  I 
am  dealing  with  in  my  ministry,  and  who  can  bring  concerns  of  which  they  hear  from  the 
congregation  to  me.  All  of  these  concerns  can  be  dealt  with  in  an  open,  frank,  and 
confidential  manner  within  the  committee. 

So,  I  wish  to  thank  them  for  agreeing  to  serve  on  this  committee,  and  I  wish  to 
commend  them  to  you  in  their  functioning  as  members. 
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ASH  WEDNESDAY 

On  Wednesday  evening,  February  12,  at  7:30  p.m.,  we  invite  the  congregation  to  ob- 
serve Ash  Wednesday,  the  first  day  of  the  Lenten  season.  Ash  Wednesday  is  so  named  be- 
cause it  has  been  the  practice  in  the  Christian  Church  to  burn  the  palm  branches  from 
the  previous  Palm  Sunday  and  use  the  ashes  to  make  the  sign  of  the  cross  on  the  fore- 
heads of  the  worshippers  as  a  sign  of  repentance  and  renewal.  The  service  is  a  time  of 
prayer  enhanced  by  appropriate  music.  We  hope  that  if  you  were  not  able  to  be  a  part  of 
this  rich  experience  last  year  that  you  will  gather  with  us  this  year  as  together  we  be- 
gin the  long  walk  to  the  Cross  and  the  Resurrection. 

We  welcome  the  congregation  and  Angelos  Choir  from  West  Creighton  Christian  Church 
to  this  worship  service.  The  two  choirs  will  together  lead  the  music  portions  of  the 
service.  In  this  spirit  of  unity  and  fellowship  our  personal  and  corporate  devotion 
will  be  enhanced. 

Child  care  will  be  available. 

ALL  CHURCH  SKI-OUTING 

On  Saturday,  February  15,  you  are  invited  to  join  in  a  church  ski  trip  to  Timber 
Ridge  near  Kalamazoo.  We  will  leave  at  6:30  a.m.  and  return  by  midnight.  Mark  your 
calendars  now!   We  will  carpool  to  save  money. 

Lessons  are  available  at  Timber  Ridge.  This  is  their  annual  "Winter  Fest",  so  it 
will  be  a  great  day  and  evening. 

PARENTS  MEETING  FOR  CYF/CHI  RHQ 

The  parents  of  all  high  school  and  middle  school  kids  are  invited  to  discuss  an  up- 
coming program  series  on  sexuality  education  which  will  be  done  during  the  regular  CYF/ 
Chi  Rho  meeting  times  in  February  and  March.   We  will  meet  at  the  church  at  9:30  a.m.  on 
February  8. 

THE  FESTIVAL  CHOIR  IS  COMING! 


The  Festival  Choir,  and  outgrowth  of  last  summer's  Festival  of  Peace  and  Under- 
standing, sponsored  by  I. U. -Purdue  and  Associated  Churches,  will  sing  its  concert  pro- 
gram, Singing  One  Another's  Song,  at  First  Christian  Friday  evening,  February  28,  at 
7:30  p.m.  The  choir  is  ecumenical,  representing  some  20  churches  in  the  Fort  Wayne  area. 
It  is  preparing  for  a  6  city  tour  through  the  midwest  of  Shalom  congregations  March  2-8. 
The  program  is  lively  and  varied  and  includes  much  congregational  singing  as  well  as 
readings  and  anthems.  Please  set  aside  this  date  and  invite  friends  to  this  wonderful 
evening! 

JUNIOR  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 

Tuesday,  optional  jogging  at  4:30  p.m. 

Wednesday,  let's  bring  our  families  to  the  fellowship  dinner  at  6:15  p.m. 

Sunday,  jogging  and  our  finalized  spring  schedule  -  4:30  -  5:30  p.m. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  -  Tuesday,  February  11,  7:30  P.M. 

NOTE:   Needed  are  small  gifts  to  take  to  the  Byron  Health  Center  —  (example:   small 

kleenex  boxes,  combs,  etc. -personal  items).   There  will  be  a  box  at  the  south 
door  off  the  parking  lot  for  you  to  put  the  gifts  into.   Thanks! 


THE  FELLOWSHIP  OF  JOHN 

Recent  statistics  show  that  in  Indiana's  two  NBA  homes  for  older  adults,  45%  of  the 
residents  in  healthcare  and  21%  of  those  in  residential  care  have  exhausted  their  finan- 
cial resources.  A  total  of  $86,200  is  needed  in  donations  to  meet  this  need. 

The  Fellowship  of  John  has  been  formed  to  address  this  problem  of  elderly  adults. 
The  name  of  this  organization  stems  from  the  disciple  John's  immediate  response  to  care 
for  Jesus'  mother  Mary.  Through  this  program  persons  may  commit  themselves  to  Shares  of 
Care.   Each  share  is  a  promise  of  $12.00  per  month  for  a  period  of  3  years.      ~~ 

For  further  information  and  commitment  blanks,  please  pick  up  Fellowship  of  John 
folders  on  the  table  by  the  bulletin  board  in  fellowship  hall. 

WEIGHT  WATCHERS  HERE 

By  action  of  the  Board,  the  Weight  Watchers  Organization  will  be  holding  Thursday 
morning  and  evening  sessions  in  our  fellowship  hall.  This  arrangement  will  continue  un- 
til their  new  facility  is  ready  in  May.  They  have  sessions  in  several  other  places  as 
well,  since  their  complex  was  burned  out  in  January. 

PRAYER  SERVICE,  SUNDAYS,  6:15  -  7:00  P.M. 

Jesus  said,  "I  can  of  mine  own  self  do  nothing."  Also,  "The  Father  is  in  me  and  I_ 
in  Him.  I  and  my  Father  are  one."  47  times  in  the  gospel  of  John,  Jesus  said  he  was 
under  God's  orders,  and  that  he  never  did  anything,  never  said  anything,  until  his 
Father  gave  the  command.  He  was  listening  every  moment  of  the  day  to  his  invisible  com- 
panion. Wes  and  I  feel  that  Sunday  evening  Prayer  Service  is  a  good  place  to  learn  this 
kind  of  listening.  For  us,  the  Prayer  Service  has  become  a  habit.  One  that  can  ignore 
the  20  minute  drive  back  to  the  church  on  Sunday  night.  By  candlelight,  we  who  come  to 
pray  and  meditate,  are  blessed,  I  think,  not  only  by  the  company  of  others  with  whom 
we  have  this  habit  in  common,  but  by  the  stillness,  the  silence,  the  presence  and  one- 
ness we  find  with  God.  And  -  in  this  atmosphere  -  aloneness  never  lasts  for  long.  Tho' 
we  could  "pray  at  home"  so  to  speak,  this  time  has  special  meaning  for  each  of  us  who 
attend,  perhaps  because  we  have  made  a  particular  effort  to  come.  But  more  importantly, 
I  think,  because  we  are  all  gathered  solely  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  in  silence 
with  God. 

In  the  meaning  of  prayer,  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick  said,  "Deep  in  everyone  of  us  lies 
the  tendency  to  pray.  If  we  allow  it  to  remain  merely  a  tendency,  it  becomes  nothing 
but  a  selfish,  unintelligent,  occasional  cry  of  need.  But,  understood  and  disciplined, 
it  reveals  possibilities  whose  limits  never  have  been  found." 

Why  not  join  us  this  Sunday  evening,  6:15  -  7:00  p.m.,  and  discover  the  meaning  of 
prayer  for  yourself. 

Mimi  West erf ie Id 

CYF/CHI  RHO  We  are  committed  to  the  foolishness  of 

The  CYF  and  Chi  Rho  group  will  meet  Christian  ministry:    That   foolishness 

this  Sunday,  February  9,   at  1:00  p.m.  where  we  proclaim  a  Kingdom  which  is  not  a 

to  make  candy  to  sell  the  following  government,  where  we  follow  a  king  who  is 

Sunday.  Join  us!  not  a  monarch,  and  where  we  are  servants 

but  not  slaves. 
SVMPATHV 

Sympathy  ll>     zxtzndzd  to  Basib  Hayu  AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP   -  2-2-86 

and  kzx  ^amU.y  in    tk<L     doxvtk     o^  hzn  Ed  Gathej  Betty  Frantz;  Steve  Wambaoh, 

^aXkzA,   HvtAckal  OdizA,   lcu>t  week.  6006  Bunt  Drive. 


An  additional  Pew  Bible  that  was  given  came  from:  Gini  Brown  in  memory  of  Ennis  Brown. 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

Have  you  ever  wondered  how  ministers  choose  their  sermon  topics?  Several  factors 
enter  in  for  most  of  us.  For  example,  some  ministers  begin  with  the  lectionary  readings 
for  the  Sunday  in  question  (a  lectionary  is  a  three  year  plan  through  which  all  the 
major  portions  of  scripture  are  read).  I  sometimes  use  the  lectionary  as  a  starting 
point.  Often,  a  passage  of  scripture  will  speak  to  me  in  my  own  Bible  study,  and  a  seed 
of  a  sermon  is  planted.  Sometimes  a  theme  is  suggested  to  me  by  what's  happening  in  my 
life  or  the  lives  of  parishioners.  Sometimes  an  inspiration  comes  like  a  bolt  from- the 
blue  (0  happy  day)! 

Personally,  I  also  seek  to  vary  the  style  and  form  of  my  sermons.  While  I  may  feel 
more  pastoral  than  prophetic  in  any  given  month,  I  nevertheless  try  to  mix  up  my  sermons 
so  that  everyone  gets  something  they  need  every  month,  at  least.  So  I  may  do  in  suc- 
ceeding weeks  sermons  that  are  pastoral,  educational,  prophetic,  and  intensely  personal. 
The  order  often  remains  the  same  for  a  couple  of  months  or  so,  which  is  why  people  who 
attend  every  3  or  4  weeks  may  get  the  same  kind  of  sermon  every  time  they  come. 

Exceptions  are  sometimes  a  sermon  series  in  which  all  of  the  individual  sermons 
have  the  same  basis  theme,  flavor,  and  character.  But  even  then,  I  try  to  mix  it  up  as 
best  I  can. 

Of  course,  the  Spirit  has  the  last  word.  Sometimes  sermons  prepared  to  be  pastoral 
turn  out  to  be  prophetic  and  vice  versa.  You  never  know  for  sure  what's  going  to  happen 
until  it  does. 

Well,  in  case  you  wondered,  now  you  know  something  about  how  I_  do  it,  anyway.  By 
the  way,  if  you  have  particular  scriptures,  themes,  or  issues  you  would  like  to  hear 
addressed,  let  me  know  and  I'll  work  it  into  the  menu  when  it  feels  right. 

I'm  enthused  about  a  sermon  series  Don  and  I  will  be  bringing  you  during  Lent, 
which  will  begin  Sunday,  February  16!  This  Sunday,  February  9,  I'll  be  preaching  "On 
Giving  a  Fig",  based  on  Luke  13:6-9,  and  II  Corinthians  5:17-19. 

See  you  then.   In  the  meantime,  let's  pray  for  each  other! 


Love, 


^^ 


ASSOCIATED  CHURCHES  ANNUAL  MEETING,  FEBRUARY  16,  6:00  P.M. 

Mark  your  calendar  now  for  this  annual  meeting  to  be  held  at  First  Presbyterian 
Church. 

SPECIAL  SPEAKER:   The  new  GENERAL  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES. 

Don't  miss  this  opportunity! 


...cjs  godg^^ots... 


COMPASSION 
February  1 6-23 


As  God  Has  Loved  Us. ...The  annual  Week  of 
Compassion  offering  gives  us  the  opportunity 
to  join  other  Protestants  in  the  One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing.  This  offering  is  for  the  relief  of 
human  suffering  around  the  world  through  disas- 
ter relief  and  programs  that  help  people  to 
help  themselves. 
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"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
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SINGING  ONE  ANOTHER'S  SONG 

On  Friday  evening,  February  28,  at  7:30  p.m.,  The  Festival  Choir,  a  city-wide 
ecumenical  group,  will  sing  its  varied  program  of  anthems,  spirituals,  patriotic  and 
folk  songs  in  its  last  local  concert  before  it  leaves  Fort  Wayne  for  a  tour  of  Shalom 
congregations  throughout  the  midwest.  Shalom  congregations  are  those  within  the  Christ- 
ian Church,  Disciples  of  Christ,  which  have  made  a  commitment  to  study  the  issues  of 
peace  and  justice.  The  choir's  purposes  are  two-fold.  One  is  to  share  with  other  com- 
munities that  which  Fort  Wayne  is  doing  in  the  area  of  peace  and  understanding,  and  the 
other  is  to  bring  home  ideas  from  other  places.  We  invite  you  to  come  and  enjoy  and 
help  to  give  the  choir  support  and  encouragement  in  its  efforts  -  a  royal  send-off! 

DINNERS  OF  6  &  8 

If  you  did  not  sign  up  for  the  dinners  of  6  or  8  last  fall  and  would  like  to  join 
in  the  fun  for  the  spring  round  of  dinners  in  March  &  April,  call  the  church  office  days 
(744-3239)  or  Miriam  Bixenman  evenings  (745-3365)  and  let  us  know  which  kind  of  dinner 
you  wish  to  participate  in.  You  may  also  sign  up  at  church  this  Sunday,  February  16. 
Remember,  the  dinners  of  6  are  eat  out  groups  and  the  dinners  of  8  groups  eat  in  the 
homes.   Don't  miss  the  fun  and  fellowship. 

LENTEN  ATTENDANCE  DRIVE 


Again  this  year  your  Membership  Committee  is  sponsoring  an  attendance  drive  for  the 
Lenten  Season.  If  you  did  not  pick  up  your  Lenten  Devotional  Booklet  and  attendance 
pledge  card  last  Sunday,  we  ask  you  to  be  sure  and  do  so  this  Sunday.  Booklets  are  in 
Fellowship  Hall,  with  your  name  on  your  booklet.  They  are  arranged  alphabetically  with- 
in zip  codes.  Please  deposit  signed  attendance  cards  that  are  in  the  booklets  in  the 
basket  on  the  table. 


SPECIAL  FORUM  AT  FIRST  CHRISTIAN 

The  Outreach  &  Service  Committee  has  planned  several  opportunities  for  us  to  dis- 
cuss various  social  concerns  in  a  Christian  context.  The  first  of  these  will  be  on  Sat- 
urday, February  22,  from  9:00  -  11:00.  We  will  be  discussing  the  Christians  response  to 
the  issue  of  homosexuality.  The  session  is  not  to  be  a  debate,  but  rather  an  opportun- 
ity for  understanding  our  own  feelings  and  the  feelings  of  other  Christians.  We  invite 
you  to  be  a  part  of  this  discussion. 

SLIDE  PRESENTATION  OF  ISRAEL 

Dr.  Hamm  will  be  showing  slides  of  Israel  at  a  fellowship  dinner  at  West  Creighton 
Avenue  Christian  Church,  845  W.  Creighton  Avenue,  this  Sunday,  February  16.  Our  folks 
are  heartily  invited  to  join  in  this  Valentine  Dinner  (3.50  adults,  2.00  children)  which 
will  be  served  until  1:00  p.m.  The  slide  presentation  will  be  at  1:30  p.m.,  in  case  you 
cannot  attend  the  dinner. 

ASSOCIATED  CHURCHES  ANNUAL  MEETING 

Call  the  church  office  immediately  to  RSVP  for  this  great  annual  gathering  this 
Sunday  evening,  February  16,  6:00  p.m.,  at  First  Presbyterian.  Cost  5.50  for  supper. 
Special  speaker,  General  Secretary  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches! 


IN  MULTITUDES  OF  SMALL  PIECES 

Our  attention  continues  in  focus  on  Africa  because,  in  spite  of  some  rain,  the 
crisis  continues  there.  But  our  offering  brings  hope  into  many  small  places  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  too. 

There  is  hope  in  the  piggery  we  are  helping  to  support  in  Thailand.  It  means  meat 
and  cash  income  for  the  people. 

There  is  hope  in  the  "parliament  to  people"  program  in  rural  India.  Volunteers 
go  on  foot  to  talk  with  rural  people,  helping  them  to  understand  their  rights  under  the 
constitution  and  how  current  legislation  affects  their  lives. 

There  is  hope  in  the  community  organization  work,  among  urban  poor  in  the  Philip- 
pines . 

There  is  hope  for  the  people  of  Paraguay  because  we  help  to  support  their  inter- 
church  committee  for  emergency  aid  for  political  detainees  and  their  families. 

There  is  hope  for  Thai  women  in  a  program  operated  by  the  local  churches  in  West 
Germany  and  France.  These  women  are  brought  into  Europe  on  false  pretenses  and  forced 
into  prostitution.  The  local  churches  are  trying  to  meet  their  needs:  helping  them 
find  other  employment  or  return  to  their  homes. 

There  is  hope  for  the  children  in  Guatemala  in  the  nutrition  program  our  offering 
supports  there. 

And  in  Ethiopia,  our  medical  team  continues  with  the  intensive  feeding  center  giv- 
ing children  a  hope  of  life. 

In  multitudes  of  small  places,  love  blossoms  because  of  our  Week  of  Compassion  of- 
fering -  and  hope  grows. 


STAY  FOR  LUNCH 

Sunday,  February  16,  the  CYF  and  Chi 
Rho  will  be  serving  an  inexpensive  lunch 
after  second  service  and  coffee  hour. 
Plan  on  staying  and  showing  support  for 
the  youth  groups! 

EDELWEIS  BENEDICTION 

It  has  been  brought  to  our  attention 
that  use  of  this  tune  is  an  infringement 
of  copyright  regulations.  Therefore,  we 
have  discontinued  its  use. 

The  Staff 


AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -   2-9-86 
Jo  Sickafooset    4720  Beaver  Avenue. 

SYMPATHY 

Sympathy  li>   zxAcndzd  to  Tzd  P&nnyiLng 
in  thz  death  o&  ku>  gteLYidfacutheJi. 


THE  SEVEN  WARNING  SIGNS  OF  SPIRITUAL  CANCER 

1.  An  unusual  preoccupation  with  self; 
overemphasis  in  conversation  about  I, 
me,  us,  mine,  ours. 

2.  A  lump  or  thickening  in  the  wallet 
or  bank  account,  without  regard  for 
the  great  needs  of  others. 

3.  A  sore  feeling  of  anger  or  resent- 
ment that  persists  and  does  not  heal. 

4.  A  change  in  prayer  life  and  attendance 
at  worship,  from  regular  to  irregular. 

5.  A  feeling  of  hoarseness  or  uneasiness 
when  matters  relating  to  God,  Christ 
and  the  Church  are  mentioned. 

6.  Indigestion  or  difficulty  in  swallow- 
ing Christian  thought  or  references 
to  commitment,  witnessing  or  steward- 
ship. 

7.  A  change  in  size,  color  or  complexion 
when  asked,  "Are  you  an  active  parti- 
cipating member  of  your  church?" 


I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 


HOW  IS  THE  HEALTH  OF  YOUR  SOUL? 
If  you  are  alarmed  by  any  of  these  warning 
signs,  we  suggest  an  immediate  consultation 
with  the  Great  Physician. 


-copied 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 


Dear  Friends, 


Our  trip  to  Israel  could  not  have  been  more  pleasant  or  rewarding.  The  nine  of  us 
enjoyed  one  another's  company  and  shared  many  a  tearful  moment.  I  only  wish  you  could 
all  have  been  with  us.   I'm  grateful  to  have  had  the  opportunity  again. 

We  are  now  beginning  our  Lenten  journey.  I  hope  this  "40  days  plus  Sundays  till 
Easter"  will  be  a  time  of  spiritual  growth  and  refreshment  for  me  and  you.  We  have  some 
very  exciting  things  coming  in  Lent,  including  a  sermon  series  exploring  faith  issues  in 
the  20th  century,  a  visit  from  Robert  Short  (author  of  the  Gospel  according  To  Peanuts 
and  other  books),  and  a  musical  presentation  from  our  children!  Please  covenant  to  be 
here  every  Sunday  in  Lent. 

This  Sunday,  I'll  begin  the  season  with  a  sermon  entitled  "Christ  and  Culture". 
Read  Mark  12:13-17  in  preparation. 

See  you  Sunday ! 


Love, 


•^^ 


ABOUT  THE  ANTHEM  SUNDAY! 

Anybody  wonder  why  what  was  sung  wasn't  what  was  named  in  the  bulletin?  I  know! 
You  thought  it  was  because  the  choir  wasn't  prepared.  Wrong!  It  was  suggested  after 
the  first  service  that  a  different  anthem  would  fit  better  with  the  sermon  by  a  choir 
member  who  knew  the  working  repertoire.  And  so  we  thought  changing  the  anthem  at  the 
last  minute  (10:20  a.m.)  would  be  a  fun  idea.  Also  daring!  Congratulations,  Chancel 
Choir! 

Dick  said  if  he  had  known  the  sermon  didn't  fit  the  anthem,  he  would  have  changed 
the  sermon. 

You  shouldn't  have  said  that,  Dick!   The  choir  may  hold  you  to  it  one  day! 


^JP^-O 


Give 

through  Week  of  Compassion 

February  16-23 


Let's  "Give  the  World  a  Hug"  by  giving  to  the 
Week  of  Compassion  offering.  This  year-round 
program  is  our  channel  for  combatting  world 
hunger  and  alleviating  suffering  brought  about 
by  natural  disasters,  whether  they  be  earth- 
quakes, storms,  droughts,  etc.,  which  leave 
our  brothers  and  sisters  homeless  and  hungry. 
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First  Christian  Church 


744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  February  19,  1986  No.  7 


COMING  FEBRUARY  28! 

Singing  One  Another's  Song,  an  ecumenical,  inter-cultural  concert,  will  be  pre- 
sented in  our  sanctuary  February  28  at  7:30  p.m.  by  the  Festival  Choir,  a  40  voice  en- 
semble representing  Fort  Wayne  and  Allen  County.  The  program  includes  representative 
readings  and  music  from  Protestant,  Catholic,  and  Jewish  faiths,  and  many  cultures. 
There  will  be  dancers  from  the  North  East  School  of  Ballet,  and  congregational  singing 
of  familiar  songs  with  the  choir.  It  is  directed  by  Helen  Donnell,  assisted  by  Harold 
Turner  from  Union  Baptist  Church.  Do,  please,  plan  to  be  a  part  of  this  concert  of 
peace  and  understanding. 

DON'T  MENTION  AGE 

The  D.M.A.  will  meet  on  Tuesday,  March  4,  rather  than  February  25  as  previously 
printed.  We  will  meet  at  the  church  at  noon,  go  out  to  lunch,  and  then  take  a  tour  of 
the  Fort  Wayne  Newspapers.   All  ages  welcome. 

SPECIAL  FORUM  AT  FIRST  CHRISTIAN 

The  Outreach  and  Service  Committee  invites  you  to  attend  a  forum  on  Homosexuality  - 
A  Christian  Response.  We  will  meet  on  Saturday  morning,  February  22  from  9:00  -  11:00. 
Our  leaders  will  be  Tom  Bridges,  pastor  of  South  Wayne  Baptist  Church,  and  Carol  Durham, 
a  counselor  with  the  Samaritan  Pastoral  Counseling  Center.  We  will  be  discussing  the 
Biblical  messages  relating  to  this  subject,  and  also  become  aware  of  the  psychological 
and  clinical  information  available  today.  This  is  a  subject  about  which  many  of  us  have 
little  knowledge,  and  consequently  little  understanding.  We  invite  you  to  come  with  an 
open  mind  and  an  open  heart.  You  will  have  the  opportunity  to  ask  questions  or  express 
your  feelings  if  you  choose  to  do  so.  You  may  also  choose  to  come  and  listen  only.  We 
hope  that  each  of  us  who  attends  will  leave  with  a  better  understanding  of  our  own  feel- 
ings and  our  response  as  Christians  to  this  issue. 

SEMINAR:   PAUL  AND  HIS  LETTERS 

For  five  weeks  we  will  study  the  Apostle  Paul,  his  thinking  and  his  letters.  Class 
will  meet  each  Monday  evening  at  7:00,  from  February  24  to  March  24.  Since  Paul  is  the 
single  contributor  of  much  of  the  New  Testament,  understanding  him  means  alot  toward 
understanding  the  New  Testament!  Come  and  study  this  important  man  and  his  thinking! 
Books  are  available  in  the  office  for  $10.00. 


SECRET  PLACE  AVAILABLE 

The  new  quarter's 
this  Sunday! 


devotional  booklets  are  in.    Get  your. copy  for  March-April-May 


BREAD  FOR  THE  WORLD  -  FEBRUARY  25,  6:00  -  7:00  P.M. 
Come  and  find  out  what  you  can  do  about  hunger. 


COMMITTEE  MEETINGS  -  TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  25,  7:00  P.M. 

Babysitting  is  provided!    Outreach  &  Service  Committee  will  not  be  meeting, 


Yakima  Director  Appointed 


INDIANAPOLIS,  Ind.  (DNS)  - 
Special  ministries  among  Indians 
in  Washington  state  and  the  rural 
poor  in  Appalachia  will  enter  1986 
with  renewed  commitment  of  the 
North  American  ministries  arm  of 
the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ). 

Lehigh  John,  Yakima,  will 
become  the  first  Indian  to  serve  as 
director  of  the  Yakima  Indian 
Christian  Mission  at  White  Swan, 
Wash.,  December  1.  The  mission 
was  established  in  1921. 

Beginning  January  1,  the  Rev. 
Bennett  D.  Poage,  Atlanta,  Ga., 
will  head  the  new  Kentucky  Ap- 
palachian Ministry  which  succeeds 
the  now-closed  Hazel  Green  Acad- 
emy. The  academy  was  started  in 
1880  as  a  boarding  school  for 
under-privileged  Appalachian  chil- 
dren. 

John  and  Poage  will  serve  on  the 
staffs  of  the  regions  where  the 
programs  are  located. 

The  new  directors  of  the  Yakima 
Indian  Christian  Mission  and  the 
Kentucky  Appalachian  Ministry 
vere  announced  during  the  Dis- 
ciples' Division  of  Homeland  Min- 
istries board  meeting  here 
November  20-21. 

The  two  appointments  represent 
new  partnerships  between  the  di- 
vision and  the  Northwest  and  Ken- 
tucky regions,  said  the  Rev.  John 
R.  Compton,  division  president,  in 
his  report  to  the  board. 

"Lodging  the  administrative  re- 
sponsibility within  the  regions  and 
the  calling  of  the  two  directors  to 
the  regional  staffs  will  put  the  day- 
to-day  operations  closer  to  the 
people  being  served,"  he  said. 


Reassignment  of  administrative 
oversight  of  the  Yakima  and  Ap- 
palachian ministries  does  not  rep- 
resent a  lessening  of  the  division's 
interest  in  the  special  ministries, 
according  to  Compton. 

"Historically,  the  division  has 
been  concerned  about  and  min- 
istered in  areas  of  special  need. 
The  two  moves  recognize  the  need 
for  new  styles  of  ministry  in  the 
midst  of  a  changing  world  situa- 
tion. This  partnership  carries  with 
it  new  possibilities  for  creative 
ministries  among  two  neglected 
groups  of  people,"  said  Compton. 

The  Yakima  ministry  currently 
includes  counseling  services,  a 
food  bank,  recreational  facilities 
and  services  to  youth,  a  clothing 
depot  and  congregational  pastoral 
services. 

The  Sundown  M.  Ranch  property 
which  once  housed  a  boarding 
school  for  Indian  children  has  been 
offered  for  sale  to  the  Yakima 
Indian  Tribal  Council. 

The  Hazel  Green  Academy 
campus,  closed  in  1983  because  of 
rising  costs  and  mounting  debts, 
now  houses  the  Wolfe  County 
Board  of  Education's  middle  school 
for  250  children. 

The  division  will  contribute 
$60,000  to  the  Yakima  mission  and 
$70,000  to  the  Appalachian  ministry 
in  1986. 

Compton  and  the  Rev.  Rolland 
G.  Pfile,  executive  for  the  divi- 
sion's department  of  church  in 
society,  will  serve  as  staff  con- 
sultants to  the  Kentucky  ministry. 
The  Rev.  Elby  Boosinger,  execu- 
tive for  men's  ministry,  will  serve 
as  liaison  for  the  Yakima  ministry. 


CYF/CHI  RHO 

This  week  we  will  begin  a  study  of  sexuality. 
What  does  our  culture  say  about  sex  -  on  T.V., 
in  magazines,  in  the  movies  and  the  music  we 
hear?  Do  they  represent  the  real  world?  Let's 
look  at  these  and  see  what  you  think. 


CHILD  CARE  NEEDED! 

March  1  -  May  31.   2nd  shift 
hours,  while  mother  completes  hos- 
pital clinical  hours  for  schooling. 
Contact  Bev  Hudlow  at  747-4849. 

CWF  GIVING  INCREASES  IN  1985! 

The  year-end  report  for  1985 
is  in,  and  it  reflects  good  news 
for  the  women  of  the  Christian 
Church  in  Indiana.  Giving  by 
Indiana  C.W.F.'s  to  Basic  Mission 
Finance  was  up  by  .66%  over  1984. 
Translated  into  dollars  and  cents, 
this  means  that  in  1985,  the  women 
of  Indiana  gave  $226,764.27  com- 
pared to  $225,283.08  in  1984.  This 
is  an  increase  of  $1,481.19.  In 
terms  of  dollars  given  to  Basic 
Mission  Finance,  the  Indiana  C.W.F. 
is  again  number  one  among  the  35 
regions  of  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ). 

While  this  increase  is  cause 
for  celebration,  it  is  also  a 
challenge  for  1986.  There  are 
many  regions  who  are  far  ahead  of 
Indiana  in  per  capita  giving  to 
B.M.F.  The  challenge  for  Indiana 
C.W.F.'s  in  1986  will  be  to  look 
at  per  capita  (per  member)  giving 
along  with  total  dollars  given  and 
achieve  some  significant  growth 
there. 

ALL  CHURCH  DINNER  -  MARCH  5 

On  March  5,  6:15  p.m.  we  will 
celebrate  an  All-Church  Birthday 
Party.  Come  celebrate  your  birth- 
day, no  matter  when  it  is.  A  pan- 
el regarding:  Service  Opportuni- 
ties and  Services  Offered. 

Meat,  rolls,  and  beverage 
will  be  provided.  Cost  is  $1.25 
for  adults,  and  $.75  for  children 
10  and  under.  Sign  up  at  the 
church  this  Sunday  and  next  Sunday, 
Mark  this  date  on  your  calen- 
dar! 


ALSO: 

Are  you  ready  to  retreat?  March  7,8,  and  9, 
the  CYF  is  going  to  Camp  Barbee.  The  theme  is 
"Blessed  Are  The  Peacemakers",  which  will  also 
be  the  theme  for  Youth  Sunday.  Now,  you  are  go- 
ing to  be  asked  to  participate,  so  come  to  the 
retreat  and  get  yourself  prepared! 


AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  - 
2-16-86 
Dan  Smith,   201  E.   Maple  Grove 
Avenue;  Anita  Ellis,    1004  Burgess. 


II  I  I  I  l  I  I  l  I  l  M  I  I  I  l  l  I 


FROM  PARSON   TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

The  Ash  Wednesday  Service  was  a  truly  beautiful  experience,  made  all  the  more 
beautiful  by  the  presence  of  our  West  Creighton  friends.  We'll  go  there  for  a  special 
service  Palm  Sunday  afternoon. 

At  the  Associated  Churches  Annual  Meeting,  First  Christian  was  recognized  for  our 
outstanding  support  of  that  ministry.  In  addition,  Dr.  Arie  Brouer,  General  Secretary 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  gave  an  excellent  overview  of  present  Council  em- 
phasis. Dr.  Clyde  Adams  received  the  annual  Ecumenical  Award  for  his  many  years  of  Ser- 
vice in  Fort  Wayne  and  his  ecumenical  cooperation. 

This  Sunday,  I'll  continue  our  Lenten  sermon  series  "20th  Century  Faith".  I  hope 
you'll  be  with  us.   See  you  then. 


Love, 


^^W 


ONE  BY  ONE 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

"There  are  so  many  poor 
people,"  someone  once  re- 
marked to  Mother  Teresa  of 
Calcutta.  "How  can  any  one 
of  us  ever  make  a  differ- 
ence?" She  looked  the  young 
man  squarely  in  the  eye  and 
gently  replied,  "One  by  one, 
my  son... one  by  one." 

Two  thousand  years  ago 
Jesus  called  together  a  lit- 
tle band  of  followers.  One 
by  one  He  asked  them  to  lay 
aside  the  concerns  of  their 
daily  lives  and  take  up  more 
important  work.  Their  terri- 
tory was  to  be  the  whole 
world.  It  seemed  an  impos- 
sible task,  but  He  promised 
to  be  with  them  always.  And 
He  told  them  how  they  would 
recognize  Him  —  in  the 
lives  of  the  poor. 


Today  the  band  of  twelve  has  become  millions,  but  we  still  feel  overwhelmed.  Yet 
the  mission  remains  unchanged:  to  feed  the  hungry,  to  clothe  the  naked,  to  free  the  op- 
pressed, to  pass  the  peace  of  God  to  all  of  our  sisters  and  brothers  here  on  earth. 

Through  One  Great  Hour  Of  Sharing,  your  concern  for  the  hungry  and  the  disadvantaged 
is  expressed   in  more  than   70  countries:    As  food,   seeds,  tools,  wells,   roads,    and 
livestock.  As  vocational  and  literacy  training,  medical  care  and  mother/child  nutrition 
education. 

Transforming  love  is  transforming  lives  —  one  by  one. . .as  God  has  loved  us... 
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First  Christian  Church 


744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  February  26,  1986  No. 


WELCOME  NEW  MEMBERS! 

Burt  Long  transferred  from  First  Christian  Union,  and  Connie  Ellis  from  St.  Joseph 
Catholic.  They  both  work  at  Lincoln  Bank  and  will  be  married  here  in  April.  Burt  lives 
at  507  Harbor  Walk  Drive,  phone  -  747-1050.  Connie  lives  at  13218  Timbercrest  Trail, 
phone  -  672-2506. 

Welcome!  . 

SINGING  ONE  ANOTHER'S  SONG 

a  concert  of  readings  and  music  representing  many  faiths  and  cultures  will  be 

presented  in  our  sanctuary  February  28  at  7:30  p.m.  by  the  Festival  Choir,  an  outgrowth 
of  last  summer's  Festival  of  Peace  and  Understanding.  The  program  will  be  taped  for 
broadcasting  on  Channel  10.  The  music  includes  Jewish  and  Catholic  anthems  as  well  as 
Spirituals,  patriotic  and  popular  songs.  Dancers  from  the  North  East  School  of  Ballet 
will  also  take  part.  An  offering  will  be  taken  to  help  with  the  expenses  of  the  bus 
which  will  take  the  choir  on  a  tour  of  the  Shalom  congregations  throughout  the  mid-west 
March  2-8.  The  tour  is  also  being  underwritten  in  part  by  Lincoln  National  Corporation 
and  North  American  Van  Lines. 

The  choir  is  a  40  voice,  city-wide  ecumenical  group,  representing  20  congregations, 
all  volunteering  their  time  and  energies  toward  this  effort  of  love,  peace,  and  under- 
standing. It  is  directed  by  Helen  Donnell,  assisted  by  Harold  Turner  from  Union  Baptist 
Church,  and  Jim  Mittan,  accompanist.   Come  and  enjoy! 

ALL  CHURCH  BIRTHDAY  DINNER 

Mark  your  calendar,  save  Wednesday,  March  5,  and  come  celebrate  your  birthday  (no 
matter  what  the  date)  and  help  others  of  your  church  family  celebrate  theirs.  Have  an 
evening  of  fun  and  fellowship  (maybe  even  win  a  prize).  In  addition,  hear  an  outstand- 
ing program! 

To  begin,  as  you  come  into  the  fellowship  hall,  find  a  seat  at  the  table  designated 
by  the  month  of  your  birthday.  Ruth  Ann  Sprunger,  head  of  the  Mental  Health  Association 
of  Allen  County,  will  speak  to  us  for  10  minutes  on  the  services  the  association  offers 
and  how  they  use  volunteers. 

Next  we  will  have  dinner.  Fried  chicken,  rolls,  beverage,  and  birthday  cake  will 
be  furnished  at  the  church  (cost  is  $1.25  for  adults,  75c  for  children  10  and  under), 
with  the  rest  potluck  (bring  vegetables  or  salads) .  Then  comes  the  birthday  celebration. 

Following  will  be  a  panel  entitled  "Services  Offered/Service  Opportunites".  Panel 
members  come  to  us  from  Crossroads,  Koala,  Phone  Friend,  and  the  Shelter  for  Battered 
Women  and  Children.  Each  will  make  a  5  minute  presentation  and  there  will  be  time  for 
questions  following.   Dick  Vanderwall  will  moderate  the  panel  and  field  the  questions. 

The  entire  evening  begins  at  6:15  p.m.  and  will  be  over  by  8:00.  Reservations  will 
be  helpful.  Make  them  at  church  next  Sunday,  if  you  didn't  make  yours  last  week,  or 
phone  the  church  office  (744-3239)  or  Miriam  Bixenman  (745-3365)  by  Monday,  March  3. 
There  will  be  child  care  for  pre-school  children  during  the  program. 

DON'T  MENTION  AGE 

The  D.M.A.  will  meet  on  Wednesday,  March  5,  11:30  a.m.  to  go  to  lunch  and  a  tour  of 
the  Fort  Wayne  Newspapers.   Note  the  time  change  (not  March  4  as  previously  announced). 


PARENTS'  NIGHT  OUT 

A  new  program  called  "Parents'  Night  Out"  will  begin  March  21.  This  will  be  a 
monthly  gathering  on  3rd  Fridays.  On  March  21,  we'll  meet  at  the  church  for  a  progres- 
sive dinner  ending  up  at  the  home  of  the  Pfennings  to  see  a  movie.  Each  month  we'll  try 
to  do  something  together  that  isn't  too  expensive  and  that  will  be  good  fellowship.  Plan 
to  join  us!   RSVP  744-3239. 

THIS  FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  28,  7:30  P.M. 


The  Festival  Choir  will  be  at  First  Christian!  Come  and  hear  a  40  voice  choir 
representing  many  churches  of  Allen  County.   Channel  10  cameras  will  be  on  hand. 

ON  PRAYER 

"All  the  characteristic  enthusiasms  of  our  day  cluster  around  work.  In  churches, 
service  is  the  popular  note.  Our  failure  in  prayer  is  partly  due  to  the  prevailing  tem- 
per of  our  generation,  which  in  its  splendid  enthusiasm  for  work  has  neglected  that  cul- 
ture of  prayer,  on  which  in  the  end  the  finest  quality  of  spirit  and  the  deepest  resour- 
ces of  power  must  depend.  Is  this  not  one  reason  why  keen  observers  note  that  our  gen- 
eration is  marked  by  practical  efficiency  and  spiritual  shallowness?  May  we  not  hope  to 
keep  in  ourselves  the  best  gains  of  this  efficient  age  and  at  the  same  time  recover  the 
"practice  of  the  presence  of  God?" 

ON  BEING  STEWARDS 

Stewardship  is  a  difficult  word  to  understand.  In  Webster's  there  are  seven  defin- 
itions of  the  word  stewards;  all  but  one  connoting  leadership:  a  person  in  charge,  one 
who  acts  as  a  supervisor,  a  person  responsible,  and  so  forth.  They  all  have  to  do  with 
management  of  households,  finances,  administration,  arrangements,  etc.  How  are  we  to 
interpret  stewardship  in  relation  to  the  church? 

Simply,  we  can  all  be  stewards  of  our  congregation,  taking  the  lead  in  our  own  ways 
to  help  the  church  function  day  to  day;  financially,  organizationally,  administrationally, 
and  by  seeing  and  doing  whatever  needs  to  be  done.   What  we  do  individually  and  collect- 
ively in  any  or  all  these  ways  to  help  our  church  and  congregation  meet  its  goals  and  to 
fulfill  our  roles  as  Disciples  of  Christ  is  what  the  word  stewardship  is  all  about. 

Jack  Lindsay  for  the  Stewardship  Committee 


CALL  FOR  COUNSELORS! 

If  you  could  be  available  to  spend  a  week  this  summer  counseling  at  camp,  contact 
Dick  or  Don.  The  fine  camp  program  of  the  Indiana  Region  depends  on  quality  volunteers, 
and  that  means  YOU!  Working  with  Juniors,  Junior  Highers,  or  High  Schoolers  for  a  week 
is  a  demanding  and  highly  rewarding  experience.   We  encourage  you  to  give  it  a  try! 

CYF/CHI  RHO 

This  week  we  continue  our  study  of  sexuality:  What  is  the  nature  of  sexual  rela- 
tionships? What  is  mature  love?  What  does  the  Bible  say?  We  had  a  good  discussion 
last  week,  and  I  hope  you  can  all  be  there  to  continue  it  this  week. 

ALSO: 

Are  you  ready  to  retreat?  March  7,  8,  and  9,  the  CYF  is  going  to  Camp  Barbee.  The 
theme  is  "Blessed  Are  the  Peacemakers",  which  will  also  be  the  theme  for  Youth  Sunday. 
Now,  you  are  going  to  be  asked  to  participate,  so  come  to  the  retreat  and  get  yourself 
prepared! 


THANK  VOU 

I  uoouM  tik<L  to  thank  Opat  CawpoJi, 
RoA&maAy  KauZI,  Edna  Nohdbtom,  Dick 
Met/,  Van  Roaa,  and  Paul  Vantu  ^on. 
tkoAJi  hulp  in  painting  thz.  kitchen. 
I  miaULy  apph.<LQAJxt<Ld  tho,  hzZpl 
LauJux  Sonk 


AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -  2-23-86 

Grace  A.  Smithy  431  E.  Wayne,  §53;  Mr. 
&  Mrs.  Richard  Ashton,  5031  Webster  Street; 
Mrs.  Fran  Miller,  433  S.  1st  Street,  Deca- 
tur, IN;  Dan  &  Paula  Smith,  201  E.  Maple 
Grove  Avenue;  and  Doris  Walton,  10257  Pen- 
ny Lane,   Indianapolis,   IN. 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 


Dear  Friends, 


I'm  getting  excited  about  March  16,  Sunday.  Robert  Short,  author  of  "The  Gospel 
According  to  Peanuts",  and  "The  Gospel  From  Outer  Space",  and  several  other  books  that 
interpret  the  Gospel  through  contemporary  art  and  media  will  be  with  us  during  morning 
worship  and  again  in  the  evening.  Through  slides  and  sound,  Dr.  Short  will  help  us  see 
God's  message  in  new  ways,  I  hope  everyone  will  invite  guests  to  join  us  on  this  special 
occasion! 

We  are  already  one-third  of  the  way  through  Lent!  How  is  your  journey  going?  Are 
you  moving  closer  to  God  through  self-examination,  prayer,  and  devotion?  I'm  getting  a 
great  deal  from  it. 

We  have  crocus  shoots  in  our  backyard!   Can  spring  be  far  behind!? 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 


•gw> 


P.S.   Well,   Herb  does  go  to  church  here   (Herb  Banet,   that  is).  The  Journal  Gazette 
liked  it,  anyway! 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

Sometimes  I  feel  like  I'm  holding  on  by  my  toenails.  You  ever  feel  like  that?  It 
can  be  because  we  are  trying  to  fit  too  much  in,  or  because  we  are  enduring  a  sickness, 
or  that  something  is  happening  that  bothers  us,  or  something  might  happen  that  worries 
us.  So  we  feel  like  we  are  over  the  cliff's  edge  with  no  firm  hold  —  just  our  toenails 
dug  into  the  stony  clay. 

Here's  a  gem  for  just  such  a  time:   Psalm  131. 

0  Lord,  My  heart  is  not  lifted  up, 

my  eyes  are  not  raised  too  high. 

1  do  not  occupy  myself  with  things 

too  great  and  marvelous  for  me. 
But  I  have  calmed  and  quieted  my  soul, 

like  a  child  quieted  at  its  Mother's  breat; 

like  a  child  that  is  quieted  is  my  soul. 
0  Israel,  hope  in  the  Lord 

from  this  time  forth  and  for  evermore. 

That's  it.   That's  the  whole  Psalm.   But  then,  I  think  it  is  enough. 


pQv-v\ 


u\  'quAbm  Id 

aivd 

sse/Q  puooes 

(OPS -96 1  SdSfl) 

HOUDHO 

NVI1SIHHO 

ISUId 


soniqix 


033lNVUVnD 

BOVlSOd 

NUI113U 

1089P 

u\  'duAeM  id 

unoqieos  008P 

uojnqQ 
uensuuQ  jsjjd 

Aq  AmdQAA 
pdusiiqnd 


CO 

1-1 

0) 

4-i 

TD 

U 

■u 

3 

cu    c 

o 

*J 

(U 

>-l 

• 

0)    CO 

c 

a' 

43 

CO     OJ 

u 

B 

1 

J 

4-1 

^  c 

CU    Q 

O. 

CU     c 

> 

rH     60 

•H 

CO 

tJ 

D-  -H 

CU  iH 

rH      C 

0) 

43 

•H 

C 

CO    O 

•H     CO 

•H   -H 

60 

co 

E 

CO 

a. 

>     >-i 

&     60 

CO 

S 

cn   t^ 

CU     4-1 

60 

4-1 

o 

Tj 

•u 

S    CO 

CU     § 

&.   O 

•H 

rH 

C 

3 

OJ    XI 

•H     '!—) 

u 

H 

CO 

O 

Z  X. 

e>  u 

J2 

QJ 

QJ 

4-1 

CO    M 

tc 

cx 

Pn 

CW 

iH 

43 

CU      >-l 

4->  m 

^  o 

a,  i-i 

•H 

u 

4J     3 

o 

C    -H 

CO  o 

u 

O    <4-l 

O 

•H 

O 

43 

CO 

J= 

•H 

43     CO 

c 

t>^  PQ 

<r 

•H 

cr> 

rH 

4-1 

x 

o 

cn 

a 

4-1 

> 

00  Cm 

C 

3 

CO 

o.co 

O 

l 

rH         • 

CO 

4= 

t-i 

3 

J-.    3 

!m 

•H 

o 

►J 

S  x: 

3 

x: 

r^ 

. — . 

OJ   B 

4-1 

u 

o 

o 

O 

•H     O 

CU 

Z 

•H 

o 

O      » 

u 

oo 

tn     • 

tH 

o 

cn 

S 

>-i 

O  >i 

CO 

•u 

1 

•   >-i 

Jm      CO 

W 

cn             ■ — ■ 

. — , 

th 

CO 

12 

o 

4= 

60   !H 

CO 

■U    3 

o  - 

iH 

o 

i— 

. — .  . — .            Csl                    ^^ 

X 

•H 

X! 

T3 

U    M 

1-1 

3    CO 

U 

m 

• 

fn  X 

CU 

0) 

Pi 

0) 

r^-               O 

O  O           , —          . — .Cxi 

4-1   O 

> 

4J 

u 

C 

43 

o 

0) 

■H    C 

43 

< 

o 

vO 

•H   iH 

U 

CU 

T— .     *-—                    * CSJ     ^ 

3  cn 

CD 

j-i 

o 

4J 

rH  -H 

>> 

rH   -H 

>* 

OJ 

tn 

• 

J-I 

E   a 

c 

2 

43 

— s; 

. .                     ■  ■ — ■                               r—    ■ — ■ 

o  « 

JM 

CN 

^ 

3 

o 

3 

rH    C 

CO 

m 

H    E 

^H 

o 

s 

3  H 

X 

o   a 

CO 

U 

-£         l~-    o 

■ — «jo<   s   So   3m         s; 

>4  <r 

o 

•H 

4= 

cu 

O 

CU    3 

u 

CO    CU 

EC 

<u 

Di 

O    rH 

U 

CO   »H 

JC 

* 

CO 

4-1      • 

ts 

Pm 

u 

cn 

>< 

PQ   1-3 

Cm 

a 

CJ  cn 

U 

o 

<Z 

Q 

4J   < 

Pi 

z  ed 

CJ> 

>> 

PQ 

>-i    • 

CU 

u 

u 

Pi 

S 

^ 

< 

o  >^ 

C    £ 

Pi 

Pi 

<^ 

^ 

(X 

5-<)U. 

•H    CO 

o   o 

<^ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•            • 

• 

<f^ 

•     • 

^ 

• 

* 

• 

• 

• 

« 

ffi 

B 

r^  -v 

s;  ci  o  oco  tsicx^iSi.cJ 

C  X) 

•h  rx; 

JS 

E 

a 

a 

X 

a  Jg 

2 

s 

a  a 

S 

>> 

s 

s 

s 

S 

D 

CO 

eo—  s;  jse 

5§^o     <^      *eaE 

3    C 

4-1 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•         • 

• 

•         • 

* 

• 

< 

• 

• 

>^ 

• 

LO 

O 

5k          *J  -M 

<    *e    ^    ^ 

•">    3 

CO     60 

01 

< 

< 

< 

cu 

Cm  cu 

Cm 

•» 

Cm   Cm 

>< 

Cm 

Q 

<c 

Cm 

< 

<5 

Cm 

1 

3   Q-V-CS   O   O    oS-si-T' 

\~  <=^    *?    CJ  1^     £          UN 

w 

r-l     c 

^ 

^ 

< 

cn 

Q 

}H 

O 

CO   -rl 

< 

LO 

< 

Q 

w 

o 

in 

< 

4-1 

a:  O        <3 

^1        C_)    erf  <^           cJ    S 

..    CO 

d.   CO 

Q 

LO 

o 

<r 

o 

o  o 

m 

Q 

O  O 

cn 

O 

z 

ro 

m 

Pi 

o 

O 

Q 

\—             <rf     N 

w 

•H 

CU    u 

Z 

r-l 

cn 

■  a 

<n 

ro  cn 

rH 

z 

O  O 

u 

O 

Q 

•  • 

*-\ 

p3 

cn 

O 

M 

fa 

>-.   o   o  «^ 

CO  CQ  CJ  UJ 

H 

X 

U    3 

en 

O 
rH 

o 
S 

Pi 
Pm 

>> 

O 

z 

4J 

o.rs 

00 

c^ 

CN 

<r  vl- 

vD 

r~-  r- 

in 

^D 

H 

as 

r^ 

I 


Cm 


U 

CJ 

• 

• 

^ 

• 

4-1        . 

2 

£ 

s 

3  S 

• 

• 

o 

ffi     . 

< 

<5 

m 

<d- 

m 

<r 

rH 

•« 

rH 

*     •• 

•  • 

o 

•  • 

s  o 

00 

rH 

00 

Z  H 

>-l 

CU 

C 
o 

60     • 
CO   Pi 


3 
O 

c 


tJ 


cn 
Pi 

w 

cn 


l 

CO 

0) 


1-1 
o 

rH 
r>% 

CO 
H 


C  t*i 
O 

CO  • 

C  rH 

oj   oj  cn 

>  43  Pi 

•  o 
C 

cn  x:  w 

o  w 

•  cn  pi 
ix;  o 


0) 


w 

H 


60 

c 
o 


■->   crj  «w 

•H 

«  43 

S     O 


>> 

o 

• 

CU      • 

• 

• 

a 

S  S 

«• 

a 

a 

♦ 

c     * 

TJ 

• 

• 

< 

•H    < 
> 

rH 
0) 

< 

<c 

cu  m 

•H 

m 

m 

Q  <r 

M-l 

m 

<r 

rH 

U 

rH 

•• 

•  • 

.  o 

CU 

•  • 

o 

00 

PQ    rH 

4-) 

CO 

rH 

c 

•H     4J 

o  cn 


N 

4-> 

c 

cn 

J-I 

or) 

pi 

o 

1 

w 

43 

o 

QJ 

0) 

$ 

CU 

1 

rH 

•H 

CO 

Nl 

Cm 

CU 

M 

J-4 

r» 

03 

o 

*3 

cn 

rH 

3 

Pi 

CU 

CO 

o 

O 

cn 

2 

>-l 

. 

. 

^ 

a 

• 

a 

< 

< 

m 

<r 

rH 

•  • 

.. 

o 

00 

rH 

O 

S3 


TJ 

•  • 

QJ 

cn 

QJ 

rH 

cn 

V4 

►J 

O 

rH 

O 

QJ 

CO 

< 

•H 

CU 

w 

T3 

4-1 

H 

Pi 

B 

rH 

w 

& 

CO 

M 

m 

rH 

rz 

O 

CU 

CM 

cn 

rH 
•H 

TJ 

2 

Cm 

a 

O 

CJ 

0) 

ui 

§ 

«k 

nd 

ffi 

cu 

J-I 

<: 

V4 

QJ 

u 

PM 

c 

P3 

QJ 

C 

z 

o 

4-1 

a 

M 

• 

* 

CO 

O 

4-) 

M 

rJ 

CO 

o 

3 

u 

I 

a 
i 

•  • 

a 
1 

1 

o 

Pt4 

>-• 

P0 

4J 

3 

CO 

rH 

CJ 

r~- 

> 

rH 

vO 

Pi 

2 

CO 

pr* 

CTi 

i 

SO 

CN 

H 

1 

QJ 

H 

r-~ 

CN 

\D 

25 

Cm 

J-i 

^> 

< 

< 

QJ 

rJ 

Cm 

Cm 

O 

First  Christian  Church 


744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
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SPECIAL  LENTEN  SUNDAYS 

March  9       DrT  Hamm  preaching,  "PRACTICAL  ATHEISM" 

March  16  ROBERT  SHORT,  Author  of  many  books  including  :  The  Gospel  According  To 
Peanuts  (one  of  the  top  ten  all  time  religious  best  sellers) .  The 
Parables  of  Peanuts,  and  The  Gospel  From  Outer  Space.  At  8:15  &  10:45 
a.m.  he  will  present  a  sermon  in  sight  and  sound.  At  7:00  p.m.,  he 
will  offer  another  presentation  on  Christ  and  contemporary  cinema. 

March  23  Our  Children's  Choir  (Celebration)  will  present  a  musical  "Moses  &  The 
Freedom  Fanatics"  in  10:45  a.m.  worship.  This  musical  is  built. around 
the  story  of  the  Exodus,  which  is  the  occasion  of  the  Passover.  Jesus 
was  in  Jerusalem  for  the  Passover  when  he  was  crucified. 

INVITE  YOUR  NEIGHBORS  AND  FRIENDS  TO  ALL  OF  THESE  EXCELLENT  OPPORTUNITIES! 

LENTEN  DEVOTIONAL  BOOKLETS 

fEe  Lenten  Devotional  Booklets  have  now  all  been  distributed:  either  picked  up, 
delivered  to  you  by  other  members,  or  mailed  to  you.  If  you  did  not  get  yours  and  want 
one,  please  contact  Miriam  Bixenman  or  any  other  member  of  the  membership  committee.  We 
have  117  signed  attendance  cards  now  in,  many  representing  more  than  one  person.  A  spe- 
cial thanks  to  those  persons  who  delivered  booklets. 

WHAT  HAPPENS  TO  YOUR  SUGGESTIONS? 

When  suggestions  are  placed  in  the  suggestion  box  they  are  read  and  considered.  At 
their  meeting  each  month,  the  membership  committee  opens  the  box,  reads  the  suggestions, 
and  passes  them  on  to  the  person  concerned,  often  through  the  Senior  Minister,  Dick  Hamm. 
Several  have  been  followed:  a  suggestion  that  we  have  more  Brotherhood  news  in  our 
Tidings  (we  now  have);  that  the  Children's  Choir  sing  more  often  (they  did  all  during 
Advent  and  are  now  practicing  for  a  musical  for  Palm  Sunday);  and  that  the  diaconate  re- 
ceive more  training  (they  did  last  month),  to  name  just  a  few.  Sometimes  there  is  a 
good  reason  why  a  suggestion  cannot  be  put  into  practice,  at  least  at  this  time.  This, 
then,  is  the  decision  left  up  to  our  ministers. 

PARENTS'  NIGHT  OUT 

A  new  program  called  "Parent's  Night  Out"  will  begin  March  21.  This  will  be  a 
monthly  gathering  on  3rd  Fridays.  On  March  21,  we'll  meet  at  the  church  for  a  progres- 
sive dinner  ending  up  at  the  home  of  the  Pfennings  to  see  a  movie.  Each  month  we'll  try 
to  do  something  together  that  isn't  too  expensive  and  that  will  be  good  fellowship.  Plan 
to  join  us!   RSVP  744-3239. 


CALL  FOR  COUNSELORS! 

If  you  could  be  available  to  spend  a  week  this  summer  counseling  at  camp,  contact 
Dick  or  Don.  The  fine  camp  program  of  the  Indiana  Region  depends  on  quality  volunteers, 
and  that  means  YOU!  Working  with  Juniors,  Junior  Highers,  or  High  Schoolers  for  a  week 
is  a  demanding  and  highly  rewarding  experience.   We  encourage  you  to  give  it  a  try! 


The  Sherwood  Pettit  Association  will  meet  in  fellowship  hall  this  Saturday,  March  8, 
10:00  a.m.   Welcome  neighbors! 


at 


BOARD  MEETING  -  Tuesday,  March  11,  7:30  p.m. 


JUNIOR  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 

The  J.Y.F.  will  be  undertaking  a  clowning  ministry  to  Heritage  Manor  Nursing  Home 
on  Sunday,  March  9.  J.Y.F. er's  will  need  to  bring  a  sack  lunch  and  their  costume  with 
them  Sunday  morning.  Immediately  after  worship  the  sack  lunches  will  be  eaten  in  the 
church  kitchen  and  preparations  will  be  made  for  our  visit  to  Heritage  Manor.  We  will 
have  refreshments  when  we  return  to  church.  We  should  be  done  by  3:15  or  4:00  for  those 
who  want  to  run. 

WHERE  ARE  WE  FINANCIALLY? 

We  have  pledges  and  anticipated  income  almost  equal  to  our  total  budgeted  expense 
for  1986,  but  no  extra.  We  are  somewhat  behind  so  far  in  actual  giving.  We  need 
$3,879.04  per  week,  but  so  far  we  have  received  just  $3,441.15  per  week. 

So,  if  you  are  behind  in  your  giving,  please  do  what  you  can  to  get  caught  up. 
Thank  you  all  for  your  excellent  support  of  the  work  of  the  Church. 

GRACE-ST.  JOHN'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST   invites  us  to  join  them  for  their  fish/tender- 
loin fry  Saturday,  March  8,  4:00  -  7:00  p.m.   Adults,  $4.00;  Children  6-12,  $2.25. 


THANK   V OWS 

The.  volu.nt2.QA.  pcUnteAA  undeA.  th.2.  gLLidance. 
o&  LauAR  Vonk  hav2.  don2.  a.     maAv2Zout>  job  fiz- 
pcbinttng  th.2.  kitchen.     We  aA2  alt  gnjxt2.{xdi\ 
Vtck  Vand2Awa.lt, 
Vn.op2Aty  ChaiAman 

Tho.  ktndn2Ai>  2.xph.2Ai>2.d  -in  60  many  way* 
waA  v2Ay  much  apphj2.ci.at2.d  In  th.2.  C2t2.bnjx- 
tion  o&  Alb2At' -6  bvtth.  A  special  thank 
you.  to  the  cuacIu  and  tn&LvtdualA  ^on.  the 
ihou)2A  given  ^oh.  me  a  ^2W  wzekA  ago  and  the 
SaAah  C-iAcle  \oh.  theiA  ^fiiendi,hi.p . 

Beth  WM&ong 


AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  3-2-86 

Mr.  Bill  Wright 3  Jennifer >  Karis  & 
Sara  Wright 3      314  N.    Seminole  Circle 

CYF  REGIONAL  ASSEMBLY 

Yolanda  King,  the  daughter  of  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King,  will  be  the  key- 
note speaker  for  this  year's  CYF  Re- 
gional Assembly  in  Indianapolis, 
April  4-6.  The  theme  will  be  "For 
Everything  There  is  a  Season".  The 
cost  is  $35.00,  and  the  deadline  for 
registration  is  March  27.  To  regis- 
ter, contact  the  church  office. 

DUE  TO  THIS  WEEK'S  RETREAT,  there 
will  be  no  CYF  meeting  on  March  9! 


JOHN'S  JOTTINGS 

During  his  visit  to  the  U.S.  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  preached  at  the  chapel  of  Duke  Uni- 
versity in  Durham,  N.C.   Dr.  William  Willimon,   Duke's  university  pastor,   described  that 
experience  in  an  article  in  "The  Christian  Century"  magazine.   In  the  article,  Dr.  Willi- 
mon reports  both  the  setting  and  the  content  of  Bishop  Tutu's  sermon: 
"Just  as  we  were  singing 

When  through  the  deep  waters  I  call  to  go, 

The  rivers  of  woe  shall  not  thee  overflow; 

For  I  shall  be  with  thee  thy  troubles  to  bless, 

And  sanctify  to  thee  thy  deepest  distree 
the  doors  of  the  chapel  burst  open  and  in  swept  a  little  man  in  a  clerical  collar  and  a 
bright  purple  shirt.   People  kept  singing  as  he  jogged  down  the  aisle.    Then  they  stood 
on  their  chairs,  cheering  and  weeping. 

"The  little  man  climbed  the  steps  of  the  pulpit.  We  soon  discovered  that  he  would 
not  be  speaking  on  apartheid — at  least  not  in  any  simple  or  direct  way.  He  took  as  his 
text  the  story  of  Elijah  and  the  prophets  of  Baal.  The  issue  for  Christians,  he  told  us, 
is  always  whether  to  bow  to  true  or  false  gods.  Taking  his  cue  from  Elijah,  Tutu  gently 
ridiculed  the  silly  contemporary  prophets  of  Baal  who  expect  their  idols  to  save  them. 
Nations,  oppressive  regimes  and  unjust  rulers  had  better  take  care,  because  a  stooped, 
poor  old  woman  walking  the  streets  of  Soweto  has  more  significance  to  God  than  those  whom 
the  world  calls  powerful.  "These  rulers  are  going  to  try  to  stand  against  the  almighty 
love  of  God?  Hah!" 

(con't.  next  page) 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

As  I  headed  down  1-69  for  a  meeting  at  the  Regional  Office  with  student  ministers 
seeking  certification  for  ordination,  I  desperately  sought  some  way  to  stay  conscious 
during  this  2  hour,  14  minute  drive  which  my  car  does  automatically (2  hours,  12  minutes, 
if  I  make  that  one  light  in  front  of  the  State  Fair  grounds) .  I  absent  mindedly  flipped 
on  the  radio  for  the  10:00  a.m.  news. 

Within  moments,  I  was  in  tears  and  giving  thanks  to  God.   I  felt  that  what  the  news- 
caster was  telling  me  had  happened   (something  hoped  and  prayed  for,   but  something  too 
good  to  be  true  in  this  world)   was  yet  another  dramatic  evidence  of  God  making  his  pre- 
sence real  in  the  midst  of  an  apparently  hopeless  situation. 

What  had  happened?  Marcos  has  resigned  and  Aquino  had  taken  over  the  government  of 

the  Philippines bloodlessly.   The  U.S.  government  had  done  the  right  thing,  the  just 

thing,  and  encouraged  Marcos  to  leave. 

I  knew  the  hand  of  God  was  in  this,  and  I  thanked  the  Lord  of  all  Creation. 

I  see  God's  hand  in  the  events  of  my  own  life,  and  that  of  my  parishioners  all  the 
time,  of  course.  But  this  was  the  most  dramatic  revelation  of  the  divine  will  to  jus- 
tice that  I  had  seen  for  quite  a  while.  It  couldn't  have  come  at  a  better  time  for  me, 
personally.  I'm  delighted  for  our  friends  in  the  Philippines,  and  I'm  renewed  in  my  own 
Spirit. 

I  hope  you  saw  the  hand  of  God  in  it,  too!  Our  efforts  to  bring  a  measure  of  jus- 
tice to  the  world  are  not  done  without  God's  blessing  and  participation. 

Excuse  me,  I  need  to  write  another  letter  to  Senator  Lugar....to  say  "thanks"  to 
him,  too. 

See  you  Sunday. 


Love, 


'WkJb 


P.S.   Pray  for  Helen  Donnell  and  the  Festival  Choir  which  she  directs 
ing  through  the  midwest  witnessing  for  peace  and  understanding. 


They  are  travel- 


JOHN'S  JOTTINGS  CON'T. 

"It  was  a  sermon  on  an  ancient  story,  he  said,  that  uncovers  "The  real  subversive- 
ness  of  the  Christian  faith."  Faith  subverts  injustice  by  convincing  that  old  woman  in 
Soweto  that  she  is  a  beloved  child  of  a  loving  and  just  God.  No  earthly  power  can  long 
withstand  this  assault,  proclaimed  Tutu,  who  said  that  what  keeps  him  going  in  his  times 
of  self-pity  or  despair  is  the  knowledge  that  a  Catholic  nun  in  California  or  a  Lutheran 
pastor  in  Alaska  is  praying  for  him  by  name  at  the  beginning  of  each  day." 

John  Glosser,  Elkhart  Central  Christian  Newsletter 


Proclaiming 

the 
Good  News 


The  founding  document  of  the  Division  of  Overseas 
Ministries  puts  it  clearly:  A  central  purpose  of  the 
Division  is  to  "engage  in  forms  of  ministry  that  invite 
and  prepare  persons  to  receive  the  new  life  and  relation- 
ships offered  in  Jesus  Christ."  The  Disciples'  community 
in  Zaire  is  baptizing  some  15,000  persons  a  year. 


Division  of  Overseas  Ministries 
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First  Christian  Church 


744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  March  12 ,  1986  No.  10 


Saturday,  March  22 
Sunday,  March  23 


Thursday,  March  27 

Friday,    March  28 
Sunday,   March   30 


SPECIAL  LENTEN  DAYS 

~~    Sunday,  March  16     ROBERT  SHORT,   Author  of   many  books   including:    The    Gospel 

According  to  Peanuts  (one  of  the  top  ten  all  time  religious 
best  sellers).  The  Parables  of  Peanuts,  and  The  Gospel  From 
Outer  Space.  At  8:15  and  10:45  a.m.  he  will  present  a  sermon 
in  sight  and  sound.  At  7:00  p.m.,  he  will  offer  another  pre- 
sentation on  Christ  and  contemporary  cinema. 
Sacrificial  Breakfast  -  9:30  a.m. 

Our  Children's  Choir  (Celebration)  will  present  a  musical 
"Moses  &  The  Freedom  Fanatics"  in  10:45  a.m.  worship.  This 
musical  is  built  around  the  story  of  the  Exodus,  which  is  the 
occasion  of  the  Passover.  Jesus  was  in  Jerusalem  for  the 
Passover  when  he  was  crucified.  AND:  Choral  Vespers  at  West 
Creighton  Christian  Church  featuring  our  combined  choirs  at 
4:00  p.m. 

Maundy  Thursday:  We  will  observe  this  day  by  recreating  a 
Seder  (Passover)  meal,  which  will  be  just  like  the  meal  Jesus 
celebrated  with  his  disciples  at  the  Last  Supper.  (Sign  up 
Sunday  or  call  744-3239)  . 

Good  Friday:  Our  annual  neighborhood  service  will  be  at  1:30 
p.m.  at  Lincolnshire  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

Easter:  Sunrise  Service  at  6:00  a.m.  Breakfast  served  at 
6:45  a.m.   Easter  Morning  Worship  at  8:15  &  10:45  a.m. 

Who  will  you  invite  to  these  special,  special  services? 

PARENT'S  NIGHT  OUT 

A  new  program  called  "Parent's  Night  Out"  will  begin  March  21.  This  will  be  a 
monthly  gathering  on  3rd  Fridays.  On  March  21,  we'll  meet  at  the  church  for  a  progres- 
sive dinner  ending  up  at  the  home  of  the  Pfennings  to  see  a  movie.  Each  month  we'll  try 
to  do  something  together  that  isn't  too  expensive  and  that  will  be  good  fellowship.  Plan 
to  join  us!   RSVP  744-3239. 

CALL  FOR  COUNSELORS 

If  you  could  be  available  to  spend  a  week  this  summer  counseling  at  camp,  contact 
Dick  or  Don.  The  fine  camp  program  of  the  Indiana  Region  depends  on  quality  volunteers, 
and  that  means  YOU!  Working  with  Juniors,  Junior  Highers,  or  High  Schoolers  for  a  week 
is  a  demanding  and  highly  rewarding  experience.   We  encourage  you  to  give  it  a  try! 

SUNRISE  SERVICE  AND  BREAKFAST 

A  glorious  time  Easter!   We  will  end  our  prayer  chain  at  6:00  a.m.  Easter  morning. 
At  6:00  a.m.  we  will  have  a  brief  but  meaningful  Sunrise  Service  followed  at  6:45  by  a 
Sunrise  Breakfast.   It  is  a  wonderful  time  for  good  fellowship  with  our  Christian  family, 
and  we  invite  one  and  all  to  join  us  for  both  the  Sunrise  Service  and  Breakfast. 

PRAYER  CHAIN 

This  year  we  again  will  have  a  continuous  prayer  chain.  Beginning  at  3:00  p.m.  Good 
Friday  until  6:00  a.m.  Easter  Sunday  morning.  We  encourage  you  to  sign  up  for  one  of  the 
one  hour  time  slots.  The  poster  will  be  on  display  at  the  church.  Security  guards  will 
be  there  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  MAUNDY  THURSDAY  PLANNED 

This  year  our  worship  committee  is  planning  a  very  special  Maundy  Thursday  exper- 
ience for  our  congregation.  Remember,  Jesus  was  a  Jew  and  the  Jewish  people,  then  as 
now,  observed  Passover.  On  the  last  night  before  his  crucifixion,  Jesus  celebrated  the 
Passover  with  his  disciples,  eating  the  Seder  Meal  with  them.  This  year,  as  we  walk 
through  the  experiences  of  that  last  week  with  our  Lord  Jesus,  we,  too,  will  eat  the 
Seder  meal  on  Thursday  evening,  March  27,  at  6:30  p.m.  in  our  Fellowship  Hall.  The 
foods  will  be  the  typical  Jewish  foods  used  to  celebrate  the  Passover,  and  the  meaning 
of  this  special  feast  will  be  enacted  and  explained  for  us  as  we  taste  the  foods.  This 
will  be  a  time  of  spiritual,  rather  than  physical  filling  for  each  of  us.  Our  C.W.F. 
will  prepare  the  special  foods  which  each  of  us  will  taste  and  our  worship  committee  is 
planning  the  service,  with  our  senior  minister,  Dr.  Richard  Hamm,  as  leader  for  the 
evening.  This  will  be  a  very  exciting  and  spiritually  enriching  time  for  our  congrega- 
tion.  Mark  your  calendar  and  plan  to  attend. 

"LILIES  TO  LOAN" 


If  you  will  have  an  Easter  Lily  that  you  would  be  willing  to  loan  the  church  for 
decorating  the  chancel  for  Easter  Sunday,  please  call  the  church  office.  You  may  also 
donate  a  lily  in  honor  or  memory  of  a  loved  one.  Lilies  may  be  picked  up  after  the 
second  worship  service. 

SACRIFICIAL  BREAKFAST 

On  Saturday  morning,  March  22,  our  C.W.F.  is  sponsoring  the  annual  sacrificial  meal- 
this  year  a  breakfast  at  9:30  a.m.  in  the  Conference  Room. 

This  meal  is  for  men  as  well  as  women  and  is  planned  as  a  preparation  for  the  events 
of  Holy  Week.  Phyllis  Fitch,  our  worship  chairwoman,  is  in  charge  of  a  most  inspirational 
program.   The  Fellowship  Guild  is  in  charge  of  arrangements. 

Meet  first  in  Fellowship  Hall  so  that  we  all  go  into  the  Conference  Room  together. 
Be  sure  to  be  on  hand  and  begin  your  journey  with  Christ  through  the  events  of  the  last 
week  of  his  earthly  life. 


The  Lafayette  Neighborhood 
March  15,  7:00  p.m. 


Association  will  be  at  First  Christian  this   Saturday, 


DUE  TO  THE  CHILDREN'S  PLAY  AND  EASTER 
FAMILY  WORSHIP,  there  will  be  no  Ex- 
tended Session  for  children  in  kinder- 
garten -  1st  grade  on  March  23  and  30. 
There  will  be  Extended  Session  for  3 
and  4  year  olds  on  both  dates. 


AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -  3-9-86 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  Fortenbery ,  R.R.  2,  Rose- 
dale,  IN;  Mrs.  Miller,  433  S.  1st,  Apt.  3, 
Decatur,  IN;  Dr.  Ernest  E.  Thompson,  India- 
napolis, IN;  Robbie  Doan,  R.#6,  Decatur, IN; 
Kim  Reno  &  Lindsay,    Winchester,   IN. 


SVMPATHV 

OuJi  sympathy  u>  exte.nded  to  the. 
family  oft  Ve£mat>  Voting  who  die.d  &ai>t 
we.ek  in  Lafayette..  Vi.  Hamm  had  i>QJi- 
viaes  -in  Tout  Wayne,  and  Jin  Bloomington 
^on.  Velma*.     He.  will  be  greatly  miAAzd. 


CYF/CHI  RHO 

This  week  Peggy  Boergen  from  the 
Three  Rivers  Neighborhood  Health  Clin- 
ic will  speak  to  us,  she  is  a  regis- 
tered nurse  and  will  bring  to  us  an 
informed  medical  and  social  services 
background  on  sexuality. 


THANK  VOWS 

When  my  he.anX  decide.d  to  go  fasten,  than 
usual,  a  hospital  itay  was  ne.ces&aAy  to 
Alow  it  down,  my  &tay  was  made  much  mone 
ple.asant,  by  the  many  visits  ofa  Dick  and 
Von,  and  thz  cands  and  phmyens  fafiom  alt  oj$ 
you.  Many  thank*  with  alt  ofa  yoiui  buppoKt 
I  am  now  thankfully  at  home,  with  n.esttU.dte.d 
activities   faon  awhile.. 

Ftied  Smell 
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FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

This  Sunday  affords  an  outstanding  opportunity  for  you  to  do  one  of  your  primary 
"jobs"  as  a  member  of  First  Christian  Church  -  that  is,  to  invite  people  to  church. 
There  could  be  no  better  Sunday  than  this,  March  16,  when  Robert  Short  will  be  helping 
us  better  understand  the  Gospel  with  the  help  of  that  little  round  headed  boy  (Charlie 
Brown).   I  would  be  delighted  to  see  the  sanctuary  filled!   But  it  depends  on  you! 

The  whole  Lenten  -  Holy  Week  "line-up"  looks  great  in  fact.  I  do  hope  you  will  use 
this  opportunity  to  invite  that  friend,  new  neighbor,  relative,  co-worker,  or  whoever. 

I  sure  enjoyed  the  bells  Sunday. .. .nothing  else  is  quite  like  them.  I'm  also  look- 
ing forward  to  hearing  the  Celebration  Choir  kids  with  their  new  "Orff"  instruments  on 
Palm  Sunday. 

There's  lots  of  good  things  happening.  I  hope  you  feel  God's  blessing  everyday  as 
we  move  together  toward  that  glorious  Easter  morn! 

See  you  Sunday! 


Love, 


^UJU 


The  Fort  Wayne  Journal-Gazette 


Saturday,  March  8,  1986    5 A 


PHOTOGRAPH  COURTESY  FIRST  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 

Gospel  through  media 

Robert  L.  Short,  author  of  several  books  that  interpret  the  Gospel 
through  contemporary  art  and  media,  will  speak  March  16  at  First 
Christian  Church,  4800  S.  Calhoun  St.  Short  will  present  the  sermon  at 
the  8:15  a.m.  and  10:45  a.m.  services,  using  slides,  accompanied  by 
sound.  At  7  p.m.  he  will  give  a  presentation  on  Christ  and  contempo- 
rary cinema.  Short's  books  include  "The  Gospel  According  to  Pea- 
nuts" and  "The  Gospel  From  Outer  Space." 


The  Cross  Was 
His  Own 

They  borrowed  a  bed  to  lay  His  head 
When  C  irist  the  Lord  came  down;   . 
They  borrowed  the  ass  in  the  mountain 

pass 
For  Him  to  ride  to  town;    . 
3ut  the  crown  that  He  wore  and  the  cross 

Jiat  He  bore 
Were  His  own— 
The  Cross  was  His  own. 

He  borrowed  the  bread  when  the  crowd 

He  fed 
Cr.  the  grassy  mountain  side; 
He  borrowed  the  dish  of  broken  fish 
With  which  He  satisfied; 
But  the  Crown  that  He  wore  and  the 

Cross  that  He  bore 
Were  His  own — 
The  Cross  was  His  own. 

He  borrowed  a  ship  in  which  to  sit 

To  teach  the  multitude; 

He  borrowed  a  nest  in  which  to  rest, 

He  had  never  a  home  so  crude; 

But  the  Crown  that  He  wore  and  the 

Cross  that  He  bore 
Were  His  own— 
The  Cross  was  His  own. 

He  borrowed  a  room  on  His  way  to  the 

tomb, 
The  Passover  Lamb  to  eat; 
They  borrowed  a  cave  for  Him  a  grave; 
They  borrowed  a  winding  sheet; 
But  the  Crown  that  He  wore  and  the 

Cross  that  He  bore 
Were  His  own — 
The  Cross  was  His  own. 

Author  Unknown 
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First  Christian  Church 


744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  March  19,  1986  No.  11 


WELCOME  NEW  MEMBER! 

John  Proegler  transferred  his  membership  Sunday  to  join  his  wife  Brenda,  who  has 
been  here  many  years.  John  &  Brenda  live  at  7814  Amherst  46819.  We  bid  you  an  offi- 
cial welcome,  John! 


ANNOUNCING! 

Last  Tuesday,  March  11,  the  Board  took  a  bold  step  forward! 

Our  present   facility  was  built  in  1951 35  years  ago.    It  has  served  a   lot  of 

people  since  then.    The  time  has  come  to  do  what's  needed  to  carry  us  forward  into  the 
21st  Century!  ; 

Therefore,  the  Board  has  approved  a  major,  farsighted  Capital  Campaign. 

imagine  a  building  totally  assessable  to  older  adults  and  the  handicapped 

via  an  elevator  which  travels   from  outside  ground   level  to   fellowship  hall  and  to  the 
sanctuary ! 

imagine  a  fellowship  hall  in  which  people  can   comfortably  visit  and   really 

hear  a  speaker  or  program! 

imagine  hallways  and   classrooms  that  are  warm  and  inviting  in  appearance,  and 

evenly  heated  and  cooled! 

imagine  an  organ  with  new  ranks  of  pipes  for  a  fuller,  richer  sound! 

imagine  a  15  passenger  van  that  will  make  Sunday  morning  pick-ups  and  provide 

for  the  needs  of  our  seniors  and  youth! 

imagine  expanded  and  cheery  restroom  facilities! 

imagine  a  modern  church  kitchen  and  an  efficient  and  attractive  office  area! 

imagine  one  fourth  of  the  funds  contributed  going  to  capital  outreach  projects: 

Barbee  Conference  Center,  Emily  Flinn  Home,  New  Church! 

These  are  just  some  of  the  possibilities  provided  for  in  this  Capital  undertaking. 
The  total  approved  goal  of  the   campaign  is  $355,800.00.   You'll  be  hearing  much 
more  about  this  as  we  approach  the  climax  of  our  efforts  Sunday,  April  27.   In  the  mean- 
time, please  keep  this  effort  and  the  Church  in  your  prayers! 
WE  NEED  A  LIFT! 

The  Campaign  Committee, 
Ralph  Church 
Curt  Miller 
Mildred  Hartman 
Phyllis  Fitch 
Dick  Vanderwall 
SPECIAL  LENTEN  DAYS 

Saturday,  March  22   Sacrificial  Breakfast  -  9:30  a.m. 

Saturday,  March  22   Moses  and  the  Freedom  Fanatics  -  Dress  Rehearsal,  10:00  -  12:00. 

Following  the  presentation  of  Musical  on  March  23,  there  will 
be  no  Liturgical  Arts  in  Worship  classes,  (The  Celebration)  un- 
til April  8. 
Sunday,  March  23     Moses  and  the  Freedom  Fanatics  -  10:45  a.m.  worship  service. 
Thursday,  March  27   Maundy  Thursday:    We  will  observe  this   day  by  recreating   a 

Seder   (Passover)  meal,   which  will  be  just  like  the  meal  Jesus 
celebrated  with  his  disciples  at  the  Last  Supper.    (Sign  up 
Sunday  or  call  744-3239). 
Friday,  March  28     Good  Friday:    Our  annual  neighborhood  service  will  be  at  1:30 

p.m.  at  Lincolnshire  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Sunday,  March  30     Easter:    Sunrise  Service  at  6:00  a.m.    Breakfast   served   at 

6:45  a.m.   Easter  Morning  Worship  at  8:15  &  10:45  a.m. 


LITURGICAL  ARTS  IN  WORSHIP  -  THE  CELEBRATION 

presents 

Moses  and  the  Freedom  Fanatics 


Pharoah  -  Steve  Mullen 
Moses  -  Jimmie  Davis 
Miriam  -  Lindsay  Miller 


by  Hal  Hopson 


Ben  -  Josh  Lytle 
Rachel  -  Alisha  Stover 
Aaron  -  Bryce  Stover 


a  cast  of  slaves 
and  four  very  special  frogs 
SUNDAY  MORNING,  MARCH  23,  10:45  a.m. 
This  musical  drama  for  young  voices  tells  the  story  of  the  escape  from  Egypt  of  the 
Hebrews  who  had  been  made  slaves,   led  by  Moses.    It  was  for  the  anniversary  celebration 
of   this  event   in  the  history  of  the  Jewish  people,   that  Jesus  went  to  Jerusalem  on 
what  we  now  call  Palm  Sunday.   He  was  to  celebrate  the  Passover  with  His  Disciples,  which 
He  did  in  sadness,  anticipating  his  own  death. 

Following  the  musical,  therefore,  we  will  celebrate  Palm  Sunday  in  remembrance  of 
Him,  as  well  as  having  celebrated  the  history  which  brought  Him  to  the  city. 

We  hope  you  will  be  present  as  we  worship  together  at  the  beginning  of  Holy  Week. 

SUNRISE  SERVICE  AND  BREAKFAST 

A  glorious  time  Easter!   We  will  end  our  prayer  chain  at  6:00  a.m.  Easter  morning. 
At  6:00  a.m.  we  will  have  a  brief  but  meaningful  Sunrise  Service  followed  at  6:45  by  a 
Sunrise  Breakfast.   It  is  a  wonderful  time  for  good  fellowship  with  our  Christian  family, 
and  we  invite  one  and  all  to  join  us  for  both  the  Sunrise  Service  and  Breakfast. 

PRAYER  CHAIN 

This  year  we  again  will  have  a  continuous  prayer  chain.  Beginning  at  3:00  p.m.  Good 
Friday  until  6:00  a.m.  Easter  Sunday  morning.  We  encourage  you  to  sign  up  for  one  of  the 
one  hour  time  slots.  The  poster  will  be  on  display  at  the  church.  Security  guards  will 
be  there  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 


"LILIES  TO  LOAN" 

If  you  will  have  an  Easter  Lily  that  you  would  be  willing  to  loan  the  church  for 
decorating  the  chancel  for  Easter  Sunday,  please  call  the  church  office.  You  may  also 
donate  a  lily  in  honor  or  memory  of  a  loved  one.  Lilies  may  be  picked  up  after  the 
second  worship  service. 

SACRIFICIAL  BREAKFAST 

On  Saturday  morning,  March  22,  our  C.W.F.  is  sponsoring  the  annual  sacrificial  meal- 
this  year  a  breakfast  at  9:30  a.m.  in  the  Conference  Room. 

This  meal  is  for  men  as  well  as  women  and  is  planned  as  a  preparation  for  the  events 
of  Holy  Week.  Phyllis  Fitch,  our  worship  chairwoman,  is  in  charge  of  a  most  inspirational 
program.   The  Fellowship  Guild  is  in  charge  of  arrangements. 

Meet  first  in  Fellowship  Hall  so  that  we  all  go  into  the  Conference  Room  together. 
Be  sure  to  be  on  hand  and  begin  your  journey  with  Christ  through  the  events  of  the  last 
week  of  his  earthly  life. 


DUE  TO  THE  CHILDREN'S  PLAY  AND  EASTER 
FAMILY  WORSHIP,  there  will  be  no  Ex- 
tended Session  for  children  in  kinder- 
garten -  1st  grade  on  March  23  and  30. 
There  will  be  Extended  Session  for  3 
and  4  year  olds  on  both  dates. 

JUNIOR  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 

The  Junior  Youth  Fellowship  will 
not  meet  on  March  23  and  March  30. 
We  will  resume  our  meetings  April  6. 


COFFEE  HOUR  HOSTS/HOSTESSES  NEEDED 

Coffee  Hour  is  an  important  fellowship 
evangelism  event  every  week  at  First 
Christian  Church.  We  need  people  to  take 
this  responsibility.  If  you  are  willing 
to  serve  in  this  way  once  in  a  while, 
please  sign  up  in  fellowship  hall. 

Our  thanks  to  Edna  Nordblom  who  has 
served  as  coordinator  of  this  program  for 
a  long  time! 


THANK  VOU 

An  appsuMiLcutLv e  thank  you    to  V-Lck  S  Von     ^on.  tkojji  peAAonat  caZZ6,   and  atdo,   a  biq 
thank  you.  to  thole,  idio  madz  colli  and  6znt  cand*.   q  rJP  v' 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

Has  it  been  a  long  time  since  you  were  in  worship?  If  so,  then  you  ara  once  again 
facing  the  issue  of  whether  or  not  to  come  to  worship  on  Easter  Sunday.  On  the  one 
hand,  you  want  to  come  and  celebrate  Christ  on  this  most  beautiful  Sunday  of  the  year. 
On  the  other  hand,  you're  embarrassed  about  being  an  "Easter  only"  person  and  afraid 
someone  will  give  you  a  hard  time  about  it. 

Phooey!  Come  to  worship!  This  is  as  good  a  time  as  any  to  get  started  back  to 
church.  I  can  promise  you  that  you'll  here  no  guff  from  Don  or  me!  How  long  has  it 
been?  Years?  Maybe  you've  not  even  been  here  during  the  four  years  I've  been  here.  So 
what?  This  is  a  great  time  to  come  home! 

I  really  appreciated  Robert  Short's  approach  last  Sunday,  and  from  comments  I  re- 
ceived, many  found  it  refreshing.  This  Sunday  will  be  very  special  too  with  the  child- 
ren's "Moses  and  the  Freedom  Fanatics"  an  integral  part  of  the  10:45  a.m.  service,  and  a 
period  of  guided  prayer  in  8:15  a.m.  service. 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 

CHORAL  VESPERS 

Our  Chancel  Choir  will  join  West  Creighton's  Angelos  Choir  for  a  choral  concert  of 
favorite  anthems  on  this  Sunday,  March  23,  at  4:00  p.m.  at  West  Creighton.  Each  choir 
will  sing  three  of  its  repertorie,  and  together  the  choirs  will  sing  6  anthems. 

An  offering  will  be  received  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  program.  Child  care  will 
be  available  from  3:00  p.m.   A  Reception  will  follow. 

This  is  the   first  time  the  Chancel  Choir  has  ventured  away  from  "home"  to  sing  in 
such  a  concert  in  quite  a  long  time.   Church  musicians  of  considerable  experience  always 
advise  that  this  is  very  good  for  the  morale  and  spirit  of  the  group.   Besides  that,  it's 
fun,  especially  with  friends  within  the  denomination! 

Please  come  and  enjoy  a  beautiful  Lenten  afternoon. 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  MAUNDY  THURSDAY  PLANNED 

This  year  our  worship  committee  is  planning  a  very  special  Maundy  Thursday  exper- 
ience for  our  congregation.  Remember,  Jesus  was  a  Jew  and  the  Jewish  people,  then  as 
now,  observed  Passover.  On  the  last  night  before  his  crucifixion,  Jesus  celebrated  the 
Passover  with  his  disciples,  eating  the  Seder  Meal  with  them.  This  year,  as  we  walk 
through  the  experiences  of  that  last  week  with  our  Lord  Jesus,  we,  too,  will  eat  the 
Seder  meal  on  Thursday  evening,  March  27,  at  6:30  p.m.  in  our  Fellowship  Hall.  The 
foods  will  be  the  typical  Jewish  foods  used  to  celebrate  the  Passover,  and  the  meaning 
of  this  special  feast  will  be  enacted  and  explained  for  us  as  we  taste  the  foods.  This 
will  be  a  time  of  spiritual,  rather  than  physical  filling  for  each  of  us.  Our  C.W.F. 
will  prepare  the  special  foods  which  each  of  us  will  taste  and  our  worship  committee  is 
planning  the  service,  with  our  senior  minister,  Dr.  Richard  Hamm,  as  leader  for  the 
evening.  This  will  be  a  very  exciting  and  spiritually  enriching  time  for  our  congrega- 
tion.  Mark  your  calendar  and  plan  to  attend. 


UP  CLOSE:  Jack  E.  Welcker, 

principal  of  South  Side  High 
School,  was  named  1986  Adminis- 
trator of  the  Year  by  the  Indiana 
Association  of  Educational  Secre- 
taries and  is  Indiana's  nominee  for 
a  national  award.  He  will  receive 
the  state  award  April  21  at  a  confer- 
ence in  Bloomington. 


AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -  3-16-86 

Mrs.  Kenneth  Stewart ,  R.R.#4,  Box  20Z3 
Union  City,  IN;  Josh  MoKeeman,  5010  North 
Bend  Drive;  Robert  Mossburg 3  2021  Drexel 
Avenue;  Miss  Robin  Lovelace >  Box  442 > 
Eureka,   ILL. 

CYF/CHI  RHO 

On  Saturday,  March  29,  at  1:30  p.m.,  we 
will  sponsor  an  Easter  Egg  Hunt.  One  for 
preschoolers  and  one  for  older  children. 
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First  Christian  Church 


Thursday,  March  27 

Friday,  March  28 
Sunday,  March  30 


744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  March  26,  1986  No.  12 


Maundy  Thursday:  We  will  observe  this  day  by  recreating  a 
Seder  (Passover)  meal,  which  will  be  just  like  the  meal  Jesus 
celebrated  with  his  disciples  at  the  Last  Supper. 

Good  Friday:  Our  annual  neighborhood  service  will  be  at  1:30 
p.m.  at  Lincolnshire  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

Easter:  Sunrise  Service  at  6:00  a.m.  Breakfast  served  at 
6:45  a.m.   Easter  Morning  Worship  at  8:15  &  10:45  a.m. 


SPECIAL  PARENTING  FORUM  WITH  DR.  LAWRENCE  BALTER 

On  Thursday,  April  10,  7:30  p.m.,  at  the  Grand  Wayne  Center,  Dr.  Baiter  will  be  in 
town  to  discuss  children  and  child  raising.  Sponsored  by  Parkview  Hospital,  tickets  can 
be  secured  at  B.  Dalton  Bookstore  for  $7.50,  or  at  the  door  for  $8.50.  Dr.  Baiter  is  a 
widely  recognized  child  psychologist.   This  is  worth  your  time. 

SUNRISE  SERVICE  AND  BREAKFAST 

A  glorious  time  Easter!   We  will  end  our  prayer  chain  at  6:00  a.m.  Easter  morning. 
At  6:00  a.m.   we  will  have  a  brief  but  meaningful  Sunrise  Service  followed  at  6:45  by  a 
Sunrise  Breakfast.    It  is  a  wonderful  time  for  good  fellowship  with  our  Christian  family, 
and  we  invite  one  and  all  to  join  us  for  both  the  Sunrise  Service  and  Breakfast. 

PRAYER  CHAIN 

This  year  we  again  will  have  a  continuous  prayer  chain.  Beginning  at  3:00  p.m.  Good 
Friday  until  6:00  a.m.  Easter  Sunday  morning.  We  encourage  you  to  sign  up  for  one  of  the 
one  hour  time  slots.  The  poster  will  be  on  display  at  the  church.  Security  guards  will 
be  there  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 

"LILIES  TO  LOAN" 

If  you  will  have  an  Easter  Lily  that  you  would  be  willing  to  loan  the  church  for 
decorating  the  chancel  for  Easter  Sunday,  please  call  the  church  office.  You  may  also 
donate  a  lily  in  honor  or  memory  of  a  loved  one.  Lilies  may  be  picked  up  after  the 
second  worship  service. 


Easter  calls  us  to  New  Beginnings  in  Christ  and 
unfolds  for  us  new  levels  of  commitment  as 
stewards  of  the  gospel.  Our  Easter  offerings 
gives  us  an  opportunity  to  minister  to  others 
in  Christ's  name.  Won't  you  make  your  gift  a 
generous  one  so  others  may  have  a  New  Beginning 
too? 


HOW  WOULD  YOU  SCORE? 

We  heard  of  a  man  who,  in  an  attempt  to  find  out  what  ether  churches  were  really 
like,  visited  18  different  churches  on  consecutive  Sundays. 

He  always  sat  near  the  front  of  each  sanctuary.  After  worship  he  would  walk  slowly 
to  the  rear,  then  return  to  the  front,  and  back  to  the  rear  again,  using  another  aisle. 
He  was  neatly  dressed  and  smiled  pleasantly  at  other  worshippers.  He  would  make  it  a 
point  to  initiate  a  conversation  with  at  least  one  other  person  and  would  remain  for 
coffee,  if  served. 

He  used  the  following  scale  to  rate  his  reception: 
10  -  for  a  smile  from  a  worshipper. 
10  -  for  a  greeting  from  someone  sitting  nearby. 
100  -  for  an  exchange  of  names. 
200  -  for  an  invitation  to  return. 
1000  -  for  an  introduction  to  another  worshipper. 
2000  -  for  each  invitation  to  meet  the  minister. 

On  this  scale,  11  of  the  19  churches  earned  fewer  than  100  points  and  5  of  them  actually 
received  less  than  20.   His  conclusion: 

"The  doctrine  may  be  Biblical,  the  singing  inspirational,  the  sermon  uplifting;  but 
when  visitors  find  nobody  cares  if  they're  there,  they  are  unlikely  to  return." 

A  preacher  brought  a  message  on  "Recognizing  our  Friends  in  Heaven."  The  next  Sun- 
day he  received  this  note:  "Your  sermon  on  recognizing  our  friends  in  heaven  was  in- 
spiring but  won't  you  preach  on  recognizing  our  friends  on  earth?  I  have  attended  this 
church  for  six  months  and  no  one  has  recognized  me." 

-Copied 

Word  from  Bill  and  Linda  Weeks  Watson:  former  Indiana  pastors  now  serving  as  overseas 
workers  in  the  Kingdom  of  Swaziland,  a  backward,  isolated  nation: 

"Our  ministry  is  basically  a  ministry  of  presence.  We  are  to  live  with  the  people  as  a 
witness  that  God  cares  about  them  no  matter  who  they  may  be,  or  how  poor,  or  how  under- 
developed, or  if  they  were  Christian  or  not. . .whatever  we  have  accomplished  has  been  a 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  an  answering  of  prayers  of  those  who  know  about  our  mission. . 
ministry  of  presence  requires  the  willingness  just  to  be  there  for  people... the  willing- 
ness to  try  and  learn  how  to  listen  when  no  one  else  will;  the  willingness  to  be  vulner- 
able; the  willingness  to  be  open  to  the  spirit.  What  makes  the  ministry  of  presence  so 
difficult  is  our  own  Calvinistic  background  that  stresses  a  work  ethic  and  that  produces 
goals  and  objectives.   When  there  are  no  goals  and  objectives,  one  can  feel  guilty." 

"Bill  finally  got  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  to  come  and  take  a  population  survey  of 
the  nearby  lake,  and  they  have  promised  to  stock  it  with  good  edible  fish.  He  is  work- 
ing with  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  some  basic  eduction  on  sanitation  and  the  need  for 
latrines. . .One  problem  associated  with  such  a  program  is  local  tradition,  which  says 
that  fathers-in-law  and  daughters-in  law  are  not  allowed  to  use  the  same  area  for  their 
toilet,  yet  it  is  too  costly  for  most  homesteads  to  build  more  than  one  latrine. . .Linda 
taught  two  sewing  classes  with  a  total  of  35  women.  They  use  two  hand-cranked  sewing 
machines  loaned  through  the  Council  of  Swaziland  Churches. .. In  spite  of  handicaps  such 
as  the  language  barrier  and  the  shortage  of  machines,  the  women  have  produced  some  very 
attractive  and  practical  clothing  for  their  children." 

(Note:  remember  Bill  and  Linda  and  God's  children  in  Swaziland  in  your  private  and 
public  prayers.   They  represent  our  hands  and  faith  extended  in  that  community.) 

LILY  DONATIONS 

Jessie  Fern  &  Grant  Woodward,   in  memory  of  Linda  Kirtley,   Daughter; 
The  Lytle  Family,   in  memory  of  Loire  White,   Grandmother; 
Miriam  Bixenman  &  Peggy  Buskirk; 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

I  can't  remember  a  Lenten  season  during  which  I  have  grown  so  much  spiritually  and 
emotionally.  At  times,  I  have  been  on  the  mountaintop,  at  times  in  pain.  But  that's 
the  way  growth  happens,  it  seems.  Someone  said,  "Whenever  you  learn  something,  it  al- 
ways seems  at  first  as  though  you  have  lost  something."  That's  true,  and  one  simply  has 
to  "hang  in  there"  till  the  new  replaces  the  hole  left  by  the  loss  of  the  old.  For- 
tunately, our  Sunday  evening  prayer  service  has  served  as  an  anchor  for  me  as  I  have 
weathered  this  "storm"  of  growth. 

I  hope  Lent  has  been  truly  rewarding  for  you  as  well.   We  are  now  drawing  nigh  unto 

Jerusalem to  the  Garden,  the  Cross,   the  Tomb,  and  the  Resurrection.   May  God  bless 

you  and  me  this  week  with  a  sense  of  wonder,  awe,  praise,  and  thanksgiving. 

Needless  to  say  (but  I'll  say  it  anyway,  as  preachers  are  want  to  do),  this  is  the 
Sunday  of  Sundays  to  invite  someone  to  worship.  Come  prepared  to  experience  the  joy  of 
faith  and  the  hope  of  the  resurrection! 

See  you  Sunday. 

Love, 


COFFEE  HOUR  HOSTS/HOSTESSES  NEEDED 

Coffee  Hour  is  an  important  fellowship  evangelism  event  every  week  at  First  Christian 
Church.  We  need  people  to  take  this  responsibility.  If  you  are  willing  to  serve  in  this 
way  once  in  a  while,  please  sign  up  in  fellowship  hall. 

Now  that  spring  is  making  itself  known  and  we  are  all  realizing  that,  no,  we  aren't 
going  to  be  snowed  inside  for  the  remainder  of  our  lives,  our  thoughts  have  turned  to 
summer.  Because  vacation  plans  are  being  made  now,  we  want  you  to  know  about  a  couple  of 
events  on  the  church  calendar. 

All  Church  Camp-out  -  June  13,  14,  and  15  at  Chain  0' Lakes  Campground.  We  will  be 
reserving  several  campsites  for  tents,  trailers,  and  R.V.'s.  If  you  want  us  to  reserve 
you  a  place,  call  the  church  office. 

The  All  Church  Picnic  will  cap  off  the  camp-out  weekend  on  the  afternoon  of  June  15, 
also  at  Chain  0f Lakes.  If  you  have  never  been  there,  Chain  0 'Lakes  has  a  beach,  boat 
rental,  trails  galore,  fishing  -  and  that  day  it  will  have  your  friends  from  First 
Christian! 

Vacation  Bible  School  will  be  in  August  this  year,  on  the  week  of  August  11  to  15. 
It  is  too  early  to  give  details  of  the  program,  but  it  promises  to  be  an  exciting  week! 

In  addition  there  are  several  camp  opportunities  for  kids  from  5th  through  12  grades. 

-  For  those  entering  5th  and  6th  grades,   the  dates  are  June  16  to  21,  and  July  7 
to  12. 

-  For  those  entering  7th  and  8th  grades,  June  23  to  28  and  July  21  to  26  (our  own 
Gene  Lantz  is  directing  this  week!). 

-  And  for  those  entering  the  9th  through  the  12th  grades,   July  13  to  19  and  July 
27  to  August  2. 

-  There  are  also  specialty  camps  available;  sports  camp  for  middle  school  and  high 
school,  June  30  to  July  5,  and  a  Music,  Art,  and  Drama  Camp,  July  27  to  August  2. 

All  of  these  camps  are  at  Camp  Barbee  in  North  Webster,  Indiana,  except  for  the 
Music,  Art,  and  Drama  camp. 

Have  a  good  summer  -  include  a  church  activity  in  your  plans! 
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OUR  NEIGHBORS  VIEWS  &  WAYS 

In  the  fall,  we  visited  the  Temple  Achduth  Vesholom.  In  January,  we  visited  St. 
John  the  Baptist  Roman  Catholic  Church.  On  Sunday,  April  13,  7:30  p.m..  our  Jewish  and 
Catholic  friends  will  be  visiting  us.  This  is  another  excellent  opportunity  for  our 
three  congregations  to  become  better  informed  about  our  individual  traditions.  Plan  to 
come  and  enter  into  this  time  of  serious  learning  and  lighthearted  fellowship.  You'll 
probably  learn  something  about  your  own  church  in  the  process! 

"SHARE  THE  CARE  DAY" 

The  first  "Share  the  Care"  day  will  be  Saturday,  April  12.  "VOLUNTEERS"  bring  your 
rakes,  gloves,  pruning  knives,  etc.  to  shape  up  the  church  grounds.   We  need  50  people! 


1985  NBA  IN  INDIANA 
A  report  to  pastors  in  Indiana 
NBA  Services,  Sally  Warmack 
Director  of  Development 
Livin^C^/on  kT^VV^  Devel°Pment  0ffi"  ^r  Flinn  Memorial  Home  and  Kennedy 
Ills   of  Christ)  National  Benevolent  Association,  Christian  Church  (Disci- 


Persons  served  directly 
Persons  served  through  Outreach 
Residents/patients  who  belong  to  the 

Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
Different  denominations  representated 

by  residents/patients 
Average  Age 
Average  costs  of  care 

Residential  care  (single) 

Residential  care  (double) 


FLINN 
179 
160 

75 

10 

86  yrs. 

$23. 00 /day 
$40.00/day 

Residential 
Nursing 


KENNEDY 
110 
150 


41 

11 

86  yrs. 

$24.40/day 
$47.25/day 

Residential 

Nursing 

Apartments 


e  bear  f/) 


Some  5,000  women  will  meet  at  Purdue  University, 
West  Lafayette,  Indiana,  June  23-27,  1986,  to 
witness  and  worship.  The  Eighth  Christian  Wo- 
men's Fellowship  Quadrennial  Assembly  will  cen- 
ter on  the  theme  "Because  we  bear  the  Name..." 
Each  member  of  CWF  is  invited  to  become  a  part 
of  this  inspirational  gathering.  Be  sure  you 
have  made  your  reservation. 


International  Christian  Women  s  Fellowship 


Through  your  support  of  Basic  Mission  Finance,  the  Division  of  Overseas 
Ministries  is  able  to  work  with  its  partner  churches  around  the  world 
to  preach,  to  teach,  to  heal,  to  empower.  More  than  100  overseas  staff 
and  countless  indigenous  church  leaders  witness  to  the  gospel  because 
of  your  gifts. 


COMMITTEES  OF  FIRST  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  NEED  YOUR  HELP! 


Have  you  ever  wanted  to  be  on  a  functional  committee  of  the  church  but  were  never 
asked?  The  Lay  Personnel  Committee  is  presently  securing  people  for  chairpersons  of 
these  committees  for  the  year  1986-87.  In  a  few  weeks,  they  will  be  meeting  with  all 
committee  chairpersons  to  decide  on  people  to  be  on  various  committees.  Now  is  your 
chance  —  there  are  sign  up  posters  in  Fellowship  Hall  for  each  committee,  with  the 
names  of  chairpersons  (if  available)  listed. 

The  committees  are:  Worship,  Outreach  &  Service,  Evangelism,  Membership,  Christian 
Education,  Stewardship,  and  Property. 

We  need  everyone's  help,  not  just  a  few! 

COFFEE  HOUR  HOSTS /HOSTESSES  NEEDED 

Coffee  Hour  is  an  important  fellowship  evangelism  event  every  week  at  First  Christian 
Church.  We  need  people  to  take  this  responsibility.  If  you  are  willing  to  serve  in  this 
way  once  in  a  while,  please  sign  up  in  fellowship  hall. 

CHANCEL  CHOIR! 

Many  thank*  to  thotc  o&  you  who  wexe.  there.  SaX.an.day  afternoon  ion.  the.  practice,  and. 
again  on  Sunday  afternoon  &or  the.  VeApenA.  The  Invitation  to  iing  at  WeAt  Creighton  waA 
a  lovely  one.,  and  your  reAponAe.  uxla  appreciated  by  thz  congregation*.  There  were  many 
compliment*  on  the.  muAic  and  on  the.  whole  Aervice.  Thank  you  all.  It  it>  good  lor 
choirA  to  ting  together.  --  like.  the.  morning  AtaTAl 

ABOUT  MOSES  AND  THE  FREEDOM  FANATICS  - 

the  morning  after,  from  one  of  the  directors! 

I  can't  speak  for  Nancy  Smith  because  each  of  us  was  incoherent  last  Sunday  with 
love  and  joy.  But  I  tell  you  the  truth,  kids  —  my  feet  haven't  been  anywhere  close  to 
the  ground  since.  On  a  three  mile  walk  this  morning  part  of  my  prayers  was  for  the 
touching  of  the  ground.   No  answer.   There  is  no  earth.   Everything  is  ethereal. 

Bear  hugs  to  each  of  you  —  not  entirely  because  you  listened,  absorbed,  concentra- 
ted, performed  terifically  but  because  you  unconsciously  brought  to  us  all  your  own 
spirits,  yourselves.   We  are  richer  because  of  it.   Thank  you! 

To  our  unsung  heroes  -  the  accompanists  -  thank  you.  I  never  cease  to  be  amazed, 
and  very  appreciative,  when  I  ask  for  that  kind  of  time  and  effort,  and  it  appears  - 
without  confusion,  doubt,  distraction  -  just  there  -  supportive,  responsive,  beautifully 
played.  Part  of  the  reason  the  children  sang  so  well  was  because  of  all  you  generously 
gave  to  them. 

And  to  all  the  moms  and  dads  who  helped,  and  whose  excitement  and  pleasure  the  kids 
caught,  thank  you.  Every  banana,  every  cookie,  every  tape,  every  camera,  every  bug, 
helped! 

Especially  thank  you  to  Laura  York  who  understood,  and  who  created  Moses  and  Phar- 
oah  and  slaves  and  frogs  out  of  children!   Wonderful! 

We  look  forward  to  a  couple  weeks  rest  and  re-fueling,  and  then  to  gathering  again 
April  8  with  plans  and  preparation  (and  fun)  for  May  11,  Family  Sunday. 

Helen 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

I  have  now  been  with  you  four  years  (as  of  April  1)!  In  a  way,  that's  hard  to 
believe.  It  seems  like  forever,  it  seems  like  no  time.  There  are  certain  natural 
watersheds  in  ministry;  we  have  arrived  at  one  of  these,  I  think. 

Over  these  four  years,  this  congregation  has  stabilized  and  revitalized.  We  are 
quite  healthy  as  a  church.  The  honeymoon  between  you  and  me  is  over  (we  have  discovered 
each  others'  strengths  and  weaknesses;  you  know  my  imperfections  and  humaness)  and  yet 
we  have  decided  to  stay  married.  In  fact,  speaking  for  myself,  I'm  eager  to  continue 
here  at  First  Christian  Church! 

But  our  life  together  needs  fresh  directions  and  goals.  Therefore,  in  worship  on 
Palm  Sunday,  a  questionnaire  was  distributed  in  worship  and  we  sought  to  take  a  reading 
of  where  the  congregation  wants  to  head.  Over  the  next  several  weeks,  I'll  be  sharing 
the  results  of  this  with  you,   and  your  input  will  be  fed  into  the  planning  process  for 

next  year. 

There  are  so  many  signs  of  renewal  and  growth  at  First  Christian  that  I  give  thanks 
everyday  that  I'm  here  to  be  a  part  of  it!   I  hope  you  feel  the  same. 


See  you  Sunday. 


Love, 


P.S.  What  a  beautiful  day  yesterday  was!   Thanks  to  all  our  excellent  musicians  and  the 
worship  committee! 

Singles! 

Our  singles  group  has  chosen  a  name  for  itself:   the  "Christian  Connection".   Plans 
have  been  developed  for  programs  through  December,  and  topics  include:   knowing  yourself 
through  T.A.,  legal  aspects  of  a  single  buying  property,  financial  planning  for  singles, 
being  single  in  a  couples  world,  health  and  fitness.  Of  course  there's  great  fellowship,  too. 

Plan  to  come  and  bring  a  friend  to  our  next  session  Sunday,  April  20,  7p,m. ,  at 
Deb  Stamm's,  5108-4  Truemper  Way.   (To  get  to  Deb's  enter  Canterbury  at  the  main  entrance, 
take  the  first  real  steet  (Truemper)  to  the  right.  Turn  right  at  the  first  "turn- in" 
and  the  apartment  is  on  your  left.)   Dick  Hamm  will  make  an  initial  presentation  on 
"Knowing  Yourself". 

If  you  would  like  to  be  on  the  Christian  Connection's  mailing  list,  call  the  church 
office  at  744-3239. 

ALLCHURCH  CAMP-OUT  JUNE  13-15 

We  need  to  hear  from  you  no  later  than  Sunday,  April  13,  if  you  wish  to  take  part 
in  our  all  church  camp  out  at  Chain-O-Lakes  June  13-15.  We  need  a  number  in  order  to 
reserve  sites  together  now  before  they  are  all  booked!   Call  the  office  to  RSVP,  744-3239. 

PARENTS  NIGHT  OUT 

Our  next  night  out  will  be  Friday,  April  13.  We  will  at  6:30  p.m.  at  the  Falbe"s 
for  pizza  and  a  game  night.  Bring  your  appetite  and  your  favorite  game!   All  parents 
welcome  (including  single  parents  and  parents  whose  spouse  is  not  able  to  come  that  even- 
ing). Call  the  church  744-3239  to  RSVP. 

YOUTH  GROUPS  RESUME  AT  2:30  P.M.  SUNDAY 

thanks 

Thanks  to  Dick  and  Don  and  all  of  you  who  visited  me,  your  prayers,  cards,  and 
concern  were  much  appreciated  ,  while  I  was  in  the  hospital  recently. 

Mary  Cook 
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MONDAY  MORNING  STUDY  GROUP 

The  Monday  Morning  Study  Group  has  just  began  an  in  depth  study  of  the  Gospel 
according  to  John  at  its  meeting  on  Monday,  April  7,  at  9:30  a.m.  in  the  church  library. 
Anyone  who  is  not  now  a  member,  but  who  would  be  interested  in  this  study  is  invited  to 
join  the  group.  The  book  they  will  use,  Volume  I  of  the  Gospel  According  to  John  from 
William  Barclay's  "Daily  Study  Bible"  series  may  be  purchased  at  any  religious  bookstore. 
We  will  meet  again  on  April  21.  The  assignment  will  be  the  general  section  of  John  1:1- 
18  and  the  more  explicit  sections  on  verses  1-3. 

CWF  SPRING  THING 

Our  C.W.F.  will  sponsor  an  evening  for  all  women  and  girls  at  6:00  p.m.  on  Wednes- 
day, April  16.  This  will  be  a  soup,  salad,  and  dessert  meal.  Soup  and  beverages  will 
be  provided  at  the  church  and  each  woman  is  asked  to  bring  a  salad  or  dessert  to  share. 
Sharon  Hancock,  from  Hearts  &  Flowers,  will  bring  our  program  with  "Visits  from  Bible 
Characters".  Janet  Weicker  will  lead  group  singing  with  Vee  Parlette  at  the  piano. 
Please  sign  up  at  church  next  Sunday  or  phone  the  church  office  or  Peggy  Buskirk  (745- 
3365)  if  you  can  attend. 

BLANKET  SUNDAY 

Blanket  Sunday  this  year  is  April  13.  Good,  clean,  used  blankets  may  be  deposited 
in  the  box  at  the  south  door  of  the  church  or  donations  (in  any  amount)  toward  the  pur- 
chase of  blankets  may  be  made  in  the  special  envelopes  at  both  worship  services  that 
day.  Cost  of  a  blanket  is  $5.00,  but  donations  in  any  amount  will  be  gratefully  re- 
ceived. Make  checks  payable  to  First  Christian  Church  and  mark  "blankets".  These 
blankets  (or  money)  is  then  sent  to  Church  World  Service  to  send  blankets  wherever  there 
is  need.  Remember,  a  blanket  provides  not  only  warmth,  but  often  shelter  in  times  of 
disaster. 

OUR  NEIGHBORS  VIEWS  &  WAYS 

In  the  fall,  we  visited  the  Temple  Achduth  Vesholom.  In  January,  we  visited  St. 
John  the  Baptist  Roman  Catholic  Church.  On  Sunday,  April  13,  7:30  p.m.,  our  Jewish  and 
Catholic  friends  will  be  visiting  us.  This  is  another  excellent  opportunity  for  our 
three  congregations  to  become  better  informed  about  our  individual  traditions.  Plan  to 
come  and  enter  into  this  time  of  serious  learning  and  lighthearted  fellowship.  You'll 
probably  learn  something  about  your  own  church  in  the  process! 

"SHARE  THE  CARE  DAY" 

The  first  "Share  the  Care"  day  will  be  Saturday,  April  12.  "VOLUNTEERS"  bring  your 
rakes,  gloves,  pruning  knives,  etc.  to  shape  up  the  church  grounds.  We  need  50  people! 

PARENT'S  NIGHT  OUT  -  FRIDAY,  APRIL  18  (TIME  CORRECTION) 

We  will  meet  at  Falbes'  at  7:30  p.m.  (not  6:30  p.m.)  for  pizza  and  game  night. 
Bring  your  appetite  and  your  favorite  game!  All  parents  welcome  (including  single  par- 
ents and  parents  whose  spouse  is  not  able  to  come  that  evening) .  Call  the  church  at 
744-3239  to  RSVP. 


ALL  CHURCH  CAMP-OUT  JUNE  13-15  -  LAST  CALL! 

We  need  to  hear  from  you  no  later  than  Sunday,  April  13,  if  you  wish  to  take  part 
in  our  all  church  camp-out  at  Chain-O-Lakes  June  13-15.  We  need  a  number  in  order  to 
reserve  sites  together  now  before  they  are  all  booked!   Call  the  office  to  RSVP,  744-3239 


CAPITAL  CAMPAIGN  DISPLAY  IN  FELLOWSHIP  HALL 

This  Sunday  we  will  have  an  opportunity  to  see  a  display  in  Fellowship  Hall  to  help 
us  understand  what  The  Capital  Campaign  is  about.   Stop  by  and  have  a  look! 

CONGREGATIONAL  ELECTION 

On  Sunday,  April  20,  there  will  be  a  congregational  meeting  at  9:30  a.m.  in  the 
sanctuary  to  elect  officers  for  the  new  year.   Come  and  vote! 

PARENT  CHILD  DEDICATION  -  MAY  4 

Parents  are  invited  to  bring  their  young  children  for  dedication  on  Sunday,  May  4, 
at  the  10:45  a.m.  worship.  Please  register  for  this  by  calling  the  church  office  at 
744-3239  or  call  Dick  Hamm  for  more  information. 

RETREAT  FOR  THE  WOMEN 

There  will  be  a  retreat  at  Camp  Barbee  on  April  25  &  26.  Contact  Kris  Ohneck  at 
447-2833  or  Pat  Mullen  at  745-9154  for  more  information. 

CYF 

Youth  Sunday  is  coming  April  20!  Next  Sunday,  April  13,  we  will  practice  at  2:30, 
and  will  have  music  practice  with  Helen  at  3:30.  Then,  we  will  practice  one  final  time 
on  April  19  -  EVERYONE  needs  to  be  there! 

SVMPATHV 

Oua  pwyzu  go  uxiXh  Bev  Henctatcfci  and  hzn.  ^arrUJiy  In  thz  death  oh  hzn.  fiatheA  Za&t 
vozzk  In  kabuJin. 

THAMK  VOU 

I  wiAh  to  thank    Vn..   Hamm  and  Rev.   WiZtfiong  ^oh.  thtifi  many  \)JLt>JLti>  and  pxayeAA  vokitz 
I  vooa  -in  PaAkvtew,     Rzgzncy  PZacz,   and  now  at  homz.     I  znjoyzd  thz  Cafiolzru  at  QhAJj>tmat> 
and  many  thank*  hon-  °&L  °i  ^n<2-  *^ce  caAdU,,     ptiayznA,   and  gzt  voeJUL  utiAhzA  hfl0m  m[i  h^^-^d* 
at  TAJi&t  ChnJJitJjan.     I  am  umpnovtng  z\j2Ay  day  and  hope,  to  6oon  be  back  at  chuAch. 
I  alio  appreciate,  vejiy  much  thz  Homeboand  Commanton. 

VouJU  -in  ChtiiAtJuin  Lovz, 
TeAn  KznJLinz 


A  THANK  YOU  LETTER  FROM  ASSOCIATED   CHURCHES   TO  FIRST   CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  REGARDING  FOOD  BANK; 

Thank  you  for  caring  and  sharing.  Your  gift  helps  to  sustain  a  mission  we  hardly 
dreamed  would  have  happened  when  we  began.  Your  gift  is  a  vital  part  of  this  remarkable 
mission  of  helping   the  unemployed  and  poor  with  their   emergency   food  needs. 

In  five  years  the  twenty-four  food  banks  have  given  over  a  million  and  a  quarter 
dollars  worth  of  commodities.  All  of  this  has  been  donated  by  people  in  the  community 
except  for  a  small  government  grant  two  years  ago.  I  believe  when  people  know  a  true 
need  exists  and  the  system  meeting  it  is  accountalbe,  they  will  respond.  You  can  be 
sure   this   is   true  with  the  Emergency  Food  Bank  System. 

Our  task  is  not  over.  There  are  many  families  who  need  assistance.  We  are  trying 
to  respond  to  what  the  public  sector  and  the  government  are  not  doing,  so  your  continued 
gifts  are  very  much  appreciated.  We  feel  a  real  imperative  to  "feed  the  hungry"  and 
will  respond  to   the  Biblical  command. 

Melvin  R.  Phillips 
Executive  Minister 
Associated  Churches 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

Well,  our  Capital  Campaign  is  underway!  The  balloons  added  a  real  festive  atmos- 
phere to  worship,  don't  you  think?!  This  Sunday  there  will  be  a  display  in  fellowship 
hall  for  you  to  stop  by  and  see.   "Thank  you"  to  our  hard  working  committee. 

I'm  preaching  on  I  Corinthians  13  this  Sunday  (the  "Love  chapter").  I've  received 
some  new  insight  about  this  passage  and  I'm  eager  to  share  it  with  you. 

I  was  in  Manhatten  for  a  day  last  week.  I  visited  Riverside  Church  (where  Harry 
Emerson  Fosdick  preached),  St.  John  the  Divine  Cathedral  (which  has  the  lovliest  stained 
glass  window  this  preacher  has  ever  seen),  and  St.  Pat's  Cathedral.  In  the  midst  of  the 
very  worldly,  bustling  atmosphere  of  this  "Big  Apple",  here  were  these  moving  witnesses 
to  the  Transcendent. 

Buildings  are  costly  to  build  and  to  maintain.  But  beautiful  church  buildings  are 
more  than  mere  brick  and  mortar.  Each  has  its  own  story  to  tell,  and  each  is  a  silent 
but  effective  witness  to  the  faith  of  the  people  who  worship  within  its  walls.  Our 
building  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  Fort  Wayne,  and  so  is  our  congregation! 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 


SINGLES! 

Our  singles  group  has  chosen  a  name  for  itself:   the  "Christian  Connection".  Plans 
have  been  developed  for  programs  through  December,  and  topics  include:   knowing  yourself 
through  T.A.,  legal  aspects  of  a  single  buying  property,  financial  planning  for  singles, 
being  single  in  a  couples  world,  health  and  fitness.   Of  course  there's  great  fellowship, 
too. 

Plan  to  come  and  bring  a  friend  to  our  next  session  Sunday,  April  20,  7:00  p.m.,  at 
Deb  Stam's,  5108-4  Truemper  Way.  (To  get  to  Deb's  enter  Canterbury  at  the  main  entrance, 
take  the  first  real  street  (Truemper)  to  the  right.  Turn  right  at  the  first  "turn-in" 
and  the  apartment  is  on  your  left).  Dick  Hamm  will  make  an  initial  presentation  on 
"Knowing  Yourself". 

If  you  would  like  to  be  on  the  Christian  Connection's  mailing  list,  call  the  church 
office  at  744-3239. 

COMMITTEES  OF  FIRST  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  NEED  YOUR  HELP! 


Have  you  ever  wanted  to  be  on  a  functional  committee  of  the  church  but  were  never 
asked?  The  Lay  Personnel  Committee  is  presently  securing  people  for  chairpersons  of 
these  committees  for  the  year  1986-87.  In  a  few  weeks,  they  will  be  meeting  with  all 
committee  chairpersons  to  decide  on  people  to  be  on  various  committees.  Now  is  your 
chance  —  there  are  sign  up  posters  in  Fellowship  Hall  for  each  committee,  with  the 
names  of  chairpersons  (if  available)  listed. 

The  committees  are:  Worship,  Outreach  &  Service,  Evangelism,  Membership,  Christian 
Education,  Stewardship,  and  Property. 

We  need  everyone's  help,  not  just  a  few! 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP   -  4-6-86 

Angela  and  David  Collier,   Owensville,   OH;  Brooke  and  Erika  Graham,  Roanoke,  IN; 
Joan  Ellis,   13218  Timbercrest  Trail;  and  Tom,  Peggy  and  Clara  Veils,   5221  Holton  Avenue. 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP   -  3-30-86 

Jack  Roush,   Jr.,   7414  Old  Trail  Road;  Todd  Wambaak,   5617  Cloverbrook  Drive;     Ron 
Sheets,   3411  Thames  Drive;  Patrick  Hieley,   618  W.    Creighton  Avenue. 
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First  Christian  Church 


744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  April  16,  1986  No.  15 


WELCOME  NEW  MEMBER! 

Donna  Byers,  4007  S.  Calhoun  Street  46807,  456-3289,  united  with  First  by  transfer 
this  Sunday.  Donna  has  participated  for  many  years  and  we're  delighted  that  she  has 
chosen  to  become  "officially"  committed!   Welcome  Donna! 

PARENT-CHILD  DEDICATION  -  MAY  4 

Parents  are  invited  to  bring  their  young  children  for  dedication  on  Sunday,  May  4, 
at  the  10:45  a.m.  worship.  Please  register  for  this  by  calling  the  church  office  at 
744-3239  or  call  Dick  Hamm  for  more  information. 


WEDDING  SEMINAR 

On  Sunday,  May  4,  2:00  -  8:00  p.m.,  our  semi-annual  joint  wedding  seminar  (FCC,  and 
West  Creighton)  will  be  offered  at  FCC.  This  seminar  is  for  anyone  contemplating 
marriage  or  who  is  recently  married  (or  remarried).  The  seminar  includes  presentations 
on  finances,  legalities,  communication,  sex,  and  more.   No  charge,  but  RSVP  at  744-3239. 

CONGREGATIONAL  ELECTION 

This   Sunday,  April  20,   we  will  meet  at  9:30  a.m.  in  the  sanctuary  to  briefly  con- 
sider the  following  slate  of  officers  for  86-87:   SECRETARY  -  Sandy  Zimmerman;  CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION  CHAIRWOMAN  -  Nancy  Smith;   EVANGELISM  COMMITTEE  -  Pat  Mullen;  LAY  PERSONNEL   - 
Mildred  Hartman;  OUTREACH  -  Jerry  Zimmerman;  WORSHIP  -  Laura  York;  PERSONNEL  -  John  Kelly, 
BOARD  OF  DIACONATE  -  Eunice  Conrad;  MEMBERSHIP  -  Kris  Ohneck;  REPRESENTATIVES   TO    THE 
BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES:    ELDER  -  Janet  Weicker;   ELDER  -  Bill  Johnson;  DEACON  -  Mike  Mullen; 
DEACON  -  Wes  Westerfield;   DEACONESS  -  Mildred  Hutchinson;   DEACONESS  -  Mindy  Hamm;  CON- 
GREGATION AT  LARGE  -  Jack  Lindsay;  CONGREGATION  AT  LARGE  -  Terri  Pfenning;  ELDERS:  Jack 
Weicker,  Eileen  Klepfer,  and  Don  Parlette;  DIACONATE:   Carolyn  Falbe,  Mildred  Hutchinson, 
Jack  Lindsay,  Mary  Novachcoff,   Kris  Ohneck,   Sam  Smith,   Dick  Mey,  Ted  Pfenning,  Bobbie 
Lindsay,  Sandy  Zimmerman,  Debbie  Knudsen,  Gene  Lantz,  Gina  Mielke,  and  Larry  Strickland. 

WE  NEED  A  LIFT! 


This  Sunday,  there  will  be  a  brief  slide  presentation  in  the  fellowship  hall  play- 
ing continuously  before  and  after  worship.  Stop  by  and  see  it.  Be  sure  to  mark  Sunday, 
April  27  as  the  climax  of  the  Campaign. 


MARK  YOUR  CALENDAR! 

The  Annual  Planning  Retreat  will  be  Saturday,  June  7,  9:00  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 

CORRECTION  FOR  TIDINGS  REGARDING  VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL 

Vacation  Bible  School  will  be  the  week  of  August  18-22. 

COMMITTEES  MEET  TUESDAY,  APRIL  22,  7:00  p.m.   Outreach  &  Service  will  not  be  meeting. 


YOU  ARE  INVITED! 

WHO:   All  children's  and  youth  Church  School  and  Extended  Session  teachers  and  sub- 
stitutes and  their  families. 

WHAT:   Food,  fun,  and  fellowship  time. 

WHEN:   Saturday,  April  19,  4:30  -  7:00  p.m.  (We  will  eat  about  5:30) 

WHERE:   Foster  Park  Pavilion  by  the  playground   (or  the  church  if  it  is  too  cold  or 
wet  outdoors. 

PLEASE  BRING:  A  main  dish  and  salad,  vegetable  or  dessert  to  share;  table  service;  lawn 
chairs;  outdoor  games  (tennis  racquets,  balls,  horseshoes,  etc.)  or  board 
games  you  enjoy. 

CALL  MINDY  (745-4536)  if  you  have  any  questions.   HOPE  YOU  CAN  COME! 


RETREAT  FOR  WOMEN 

There  will  be  a  retreat  at   Camp  Barbee  on  April  25  &  26 
447-2833  or  Pat  Mullen  at  745-9154  for  more  information. 


Contact  Kris  Ohneck  at 


FOR  ALL  YOUTH 

Saturday,  2:00  p.m.  is  final  re- 
hearsal for  Youth  Sunday.  EVERYONE 
NEEDS  TO  BE  THERE!  Not  just  those 
with  speaking  parts,  but  Everyone! 
WE  NEED  YOU!  There  is  something 
for  everyone  to  do  in  the  service. 
This  is  not  CYF  Sunday  but  Youth 
Sunday,  so  even  if  you  don't  come 
to  CYF,  come  Saturday  and  be  a  part 
of  Youth  Sunday! 

THANK  VOU 

I  want  to  thank  my  many  ^hJiuidi, 
at  FltiAt  CfobUtian  Chusich  {^on.  the, 
ca/idi),  vU>i.tt>,  cattb  and  pnayojib. 
They  att  meant  a  giteat  deal  to  mo.. 

I  am  tuning  betten.  a&  the.  heat- 
ing pfiogh.ej>t>ej> .  God  BleA6  Vou  Alt! 
Gwynth  Zice 


JUNIOR  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 

JYF  will  meet  at  the  starting  line  in 
Foster  Park  for  exercise  and  refreshments 
this  Sunday,  April  20! 


ANNUAL  GOLF  OUTING 


May  31,  Saturday 
Foster  Park 
(details  later) 


AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -   4-13-86 

Gloria  Tinkham,  16809  St.  Road  101; 
Jim  Can,  742  N.  Coliseum  Blvd.;  U.R.3  W.K. 
and  Vivian  Pitman,  Luther,  MI;  Ben  Taylor, 
Lexington,   KY. 


SINGLES! 

Our  singles  group  has  chosen  a  name  for  itself:   The  "Christian  Connection".   Plans 
have  been  developed  for  programs  through  December,  and  topics  include:   knowing  yourself 
through  T.A.,  legal  aspects  of  a  single  buying  property,  financial  planning  for  singles, 
being  single  in  a  couples  world,  health  and  fitness.   Of  course  there's  great  fellowship, 
too. 

Plan  to  come  and  bring  a  friend  to  our  next  session  Sunday,  April  20,  7:00  p.m.,  at 
Deb  Stam's,  5108-4  Truemper  Way.  (To  get  to  Deb's  enter  Canterbury  at  the  main  entrance, 
take  the  first  real  street  (Truemper)  to  the  right.  Turn  right  at  the  first  "turn-in" 
and  the  apartment  is  on  your  left).  Dick  Hamm  will  make  an  initial  presentation  on 
"Knowing  Yourself". 

If  you  would  like  to  be  on  the  Christian  Connection's  mailing  list,  call  the  church 
office  at  744-3239. 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

I've  decided  I'm  a  "spring  person".   After  the  long  winter  (they  seem  longer  every 

year,   even  while  the  years  seem  to  get  shorter how  can  this  be?),   I  feel  the  sap 

running  in  my  veins  again.  I'm  filled  with  hope  for  the  new  year,  my  pastoral  energy  is 
back,  and  I  have  23  things  I'm  eager  to  preach  about!   I  love  it. 

I  guess  most  of  us  try  to  keep  our  lives  focused  in  such  a  way  that  we  feel  like 

its  springtime  everyday afterall,   we  are  "resurrection  people".    But,  then  again, 

like  the  earth  itself,  we  have  to  have  those  winter  times  of  fallowness  to  balance  the 
springtimes  of  our  spirits,  or  else  we  "burn  up"  and  "burn  out".  Yes,  we  need  those 
fallow  times  when  new  ideas  come  slowly  and  when  energy  is  a  little  low  and  our  spirits 
are  more  subdued. 

Well,  I  confess  that  I  enjoy  the  springtimes  of  my  spirit  a  whole  lot  more  than  the 
spiritual  winters  of  my  life,  even  though  I  know  they  are  both  important.  If  you're  in 
a  "spring"  right  now,   it  feels  great,   doesn't  it?   If  you're  in  a  "winter"  right  now, 

fear  not...... it  has  to  be  winter  sometime  in  order  for  there  to  be  a  spring and  a 

new  spring  of  the  spirit  will  surely  be  yours  soon  again.  For  every  entombment,  there 
is  a  resurrection! 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

Each  year  the  Indiana  state  legislators  debate  the  merits  and  demerits  of  a  State 
lottery.  And  each  year  the  pro-lottery  group  seem  to  push  this  particular  boulder  a 
few  more  inches  closer  to  the  top  of  the  hill. 

It  seems  a  painless  way  to  raise  state  revenues.  No  one  is  forced  to  buy  a  ticket, 
the  lucky  winners  benefit,  and  the  State  has  raised  money  without  raising  taxes. 

While  many  of  the  folks  who  buy  lottery  tickets  in  other  states  are  simply  wasting 
expendible  income  on  a  long  shot  dream,  a  large  portion  of  the  ticket  buying  population 
are  the  poor,  the  hopeless  investing  in  hope.  One  priest  in  a  low  income  Chicago  parish 
had  his  people  bring  in  the  losing  lottery  tickets  they  had  purchased.  300  families 
brought  in  five  thousand  dollars  worth  of  tickets! 

No,  no  one  forced  them  to  buy  the  tickets.  No,  no  one  can  guarantee  that  the  money 
would  have  otherwise  been  wisely  spent.  Moretheless  a  state  lottery  ends  up  selling 
false  hope  to  people  who  can  ill  afford  it.  A  state  lottery  is,  in  my  judgement,  pri- 
marily a  means  of  taxing  the  poor. 

Come  on.   If  the  state  needs  the  money,  let's  find  another  way  to  raise  it. 


9~~ 


THANKS  TO  "SHARE  THE  CARE"  HELPERS: 

Laura  York,  George  &  Jimmy  Davis,  Judy  Church,  Rosemary  &  Becky  Krull,  Mildred 
Hartman,  Eileen  Klepfer,  Mike  Mullen,  Dick  Mey,  Walter  Bowen,  Dick  Vanderwall,  and  ably 
assisted  by  our  maintenance  person,  John  Perry. 


aivd 

96e)S0d 

SSB/Q  PU009S 

(0P8-S6L  SdSD) 

HOUDHO 

NVI1SIUH0 

lSUId 


SONIQIX 


0331NVUVHD 

BDVlSOd 

NUniBU 

1089P 

ui  'duAe/\/\  id 

unouieoS  ooqp 

uojnuQ 

UBI1SUUQ  JSJI-j 

Aq  AmddM 
psusuqnd 


o. 

1 

CO 

CU 

O 

4-1 

u 

1 

c 

a 

rJ 

c 

•H 

4-1 

o 

•H 

o 

a) 

Pn 

3 

•H 

X 

co 

o 

4-1 

CO 

r^ 

QJ 

QJ 

■^^ 

v£) 

QJ 

0 

5 

-a 

u 

R 

13 

4-1 

CM 

CU 

a) 

o 

3 

Cm 

rH 

CO 

O 

mO 

H 

H 

j-i 

CO 

Jm 

50 

c 

u3 

M 

w 

H 

C/J 

m3 

3 

O 

C 

CO 

04 

cu 

2 

•H 

QJ 

LO 

m 

< 

rH 

CX 

mm 

CD 

00 

^ 

u 

4-) 

O 

CN 

a       & 

nj 

-H 

•H 

a 

c 

•u 

CJ 

Sm 

QJ 

QJ 

■H 

U 

Cm 

2           -H 

3 

O 

J= 

CO 

.fi 

•H 

•H 

43 

3 

o 

mC 

QJ 

> 

•H 

kJ 

| 

w       x 

O 

O 

CO 

a 

4J 

& 

B 

00 

rH 

ft. 

C 

H 

S3 

u 

O 

1— 1 

CO 

►J         to 

•H 

X 

1-4 

3 

3 

M 

•H 

4J 

U 

o 

QJ 

4: 

C< 

c_> 

<       r-l 

4J 

o 

o 

O 

O 

•H 

0) 

o 

2 

o 

e 

c 

•H 

U 

QJ 

cn 

O 

^ 

u        o 

CD 

co 

S3 

u 

>H 

o 

to 

S3 

Cm 

o 

QJ 

4-) 

O 

QJ 

/ v 

4J 

^ 

00 

o 

;G 

DO 

M 

e 

CO 

ft, 

4-1 

oS 

00 

rH 

CO 

re 

QJ 

X 

T3 

Jm 

O 

M 

>> 

c 

• 

Um 

4J 

u 

4-1 

c 

<r 

QJ 

M 

cj       -u 

M 

CJ 

3 

m3 

o 

cu 

CO 

•H 

CM 

< 

Sm 

X 

T3 

•H 

X 

•H 

CN1 

CJ 

>4 

C 

cm  o 

CO 

00 

U 

O 

■u 

•H 

rH 

>> 

rH 

T3 

rH 

CM 

• 

3 

CO 

QJ 

CO 

£ 

u 

4-1 

c 

< 

QJ 

p    CM 

u 

3 

3 

a 

3 

c 

rH 

cfl 

CN 

3 

rH 

2 

o 

a-  rH 

QJ 

^ 

CO 

QJ 

r-J 

CO 

a 

E 

s 

■H 

o 

X 

cu 

o 

3 

0) 

U 

0 

CO 

(J 

•H 

cu 

QJ 

>M 

o 

cu 

CJ 

MM 

X 

pi 

O 

CJ    hJ 

MM 

U 

o 

en 

r* 

►*3 

M 

Cm 

rJ 

l^-l 

o 

H 

Q 

4-> 

Q 

U 

PQ 

u 

rM 

S3 

Cm 

0 

rj 

►5 

1— 1 

H 

Cm 

Cm 

H 

(4 

pel 

Cm 

< 

< 

!m 

2a 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Cm 

• 

• 

< 

2 

• 

• 

■ 

• 

CO 

O 

53 

2 

s 

53 

2 

53 

2 

S3 

< 

S3 

S3 

O 

S3 

S3 

S3 

n 

S3 

M-l 

« 

o 

• 

9 

>H 

tfl 

n 

< 

< 

< 

< 

cm 

Cu 

C 

Cm 

• 

< 

Cm 

>H 

2 

Cm 

Cm 

Cm 

< 

Cm 

4J 

>h 

>j 

< 

Q 

r^ 

CO 

<fl 

m 

< 

Q 

o 

CO 

< 

QJ 

g 

LO 

o 

o 

<T 

o 

o 

o 

m 

a 

o 

O 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

O 

Cm 

O 

P 

Sm 

2 

rH 

ro 

ro 

•  • 

ra 

ro 

m 

rH 

2 

CO 

O 

w 

•  • 

o 

o 

O 

pj 

O 

1— 1 

4-) 

^> 

O 

O 

.. 

.. 

O 

CN 

E 

.. 

Cm 

QJ 

CO 

00 

o> 

c^ 

H 

CN 

<r 

<r 

^£> 

53 

ON 

r~- 

H 

rH 

m 

vO 

r-~ 

H 

r-> 

mm 

Cm1 

QJ 

C3 

.. 

O     QJ 

OO 

T3      rC 

c 

rH 

00 

H 

•H 

rH 

C/J 

C 

CU 

H 

QJ 

Cm 

■H 

rQ 

4-1 

z 

•- 

W 

C 

• 

QJ 

•H 

0 

co 

3 

c 

rH      Q) 

CO 

M 

KH 

J»S 

CU    W 

O 

rH     4-1 

CJ 

H 

a 

w 

M-4    H 

CN 

•H     CO 

c 

^ 

QJ 

rJ 

Cm    W 

>> 

3  -a 

0 

>, 

c 

O 

hJ 

<c 

0 

<c 

X 

z 

•h  m 

H 

0 

CO     CO 

c 

CO 

CO 

Cm 

0 

0 

m 

Cm 

2 

C    -H 

cO 

w 

u 

Pd 

H 

rH      PS 

S! 

C3 

O  x. 

rH 

H 

H 

c< 

m3 

CO 

cu  p 

CO 

•H    4-1 

D, 

>< 

Cm 

CO 

H   O 

4-1 

rJ 

^ 

00  til 

S3 

0 

S3 

•H    C 

rH 

O 

z 

c 

CO 

<4) 

2 

H 

CO     0 

rH 

CJ 

4-1 

0 

0 

W 

M 

3J 

0 

•rH 

< 

4-1 

H 

Mm 

0 

CO    w 

> 

O 

a  j- 

4-1 

CO 

2 

4-1 

w 

•H    Cjm 

Cm 

>h 

4-1 

CO 

U 

rH 

Cm 

&    fe 

w 

cu   3 

Cm 

s 

•H 

2 

cu  0 

CO 

0   0 

00 

§ 

2 

w 

hJ    CJ 

•H    >H 

c 

CU 

O 

H 

> 

•H 

QJ 

CJ 

• 

X 

•H 

M     CU 

& 

B 

PQ 

W 

M 

CU   X 

O 

•H 

O 

CO    4J 

rH 
tH 

< 

J 

>. 

0 

.O 

IH 

•H 

S3 

T3 

QJ 

M 

QJ 

TJ 

5 

0 

Cm 

CO 

^ 

cn 

„ 

HM 

O 

n 

>% 

< 

O 

w 

rH 

H 

CJ 

w 

rH 

H 

2 

QJ 

Cm 

r^ 

>-> 

CO 

u 

^ 

O 

S3 

g 

CQ 

u 

QJ 

2 

• 

4-1 

CO 

M 

CO 

Q 

4-1 

4-1 

U 

O 

3 

CO 

5 

S3 
1 

O 

Pn 

CO 
4-1 

QJ 

S3 

Cm 

>j 

3 

T3 

1 

CN 

Pm 

2 

QJ 

rH 

H 

1 

3 

b 

CN 

g 

Ch 

3 
CO 

rJ 

Cm 

O 

First  Christian  Church 


744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
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SOFTBALL  PLAYERS 

Yes,  its  that  time  again!  The  first  game  is  scheduled  for  Tuesday,  May  6.  If  you 
wish  to  play,  sign  up  now  by  calling  the  church  or  Chip  Olson  (672-8720) .  This  promises 
to  be  our  best  season  yet  (not  necessarily  a  remarkable  promise) !   Call  this  week. 

PARENT-CHILD  DEDICATION  -  MAY  4 

Parents  are  invited  to  bring  their  young  children  for  dedication  on  Sunday,  May  4, 
at  the  10:45  a.m.  worship.  Please  register  for  this  by  calling  the  church  office  at 
744-3239  or  call  Dick  Hamm  for  more  information. 

WEDDING  SEMINAR 

On  Sunday,  May  4,  2:00  -  8:00  p.m.,  our  semi-annual  joint  wedding  seminar  (FCC,  and 
West  Creighton)  will  be  offered  at  FCC.  This  seminar  is  for  anyone  contemplating 
marriage  or  who  is  recently  married  (or  remarried).  The  seminar  includes  presentations 
on  finances,  legalities,  communication,  sex,  and  more.   No  charge,  but  RSVP  at  744-3239. 

MARK  YOUR  CALENDAR! 


The  Annual  Planning  Retreat  will  be  Saturday,  June  7,  9:00  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m.  This 
retreat  is  for  all  members  of  functional  committees  for  the  new  year  (Stewardship,  Wor- 
ship, Christian  Education,  Evangelism,  Property,  Outreach  &  Service,  Membership,  Lay 
Personnel) . 


NEW  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN  NOTE! 

There  is  a  special  meeting  for  you  Tuesday, 
This  will  be  to  select  new  committee  members. 


April  29,   7:00  p. 


m. 


at  the  church. 


MAY  BRUNCH 

The  annual  May  Brunch  will  be  at  10:00  a.m.  on  Saturday,  May  3.  There  will  be  a 
very  special  guest  speaker,  Miss  Marjorie  Hill,  who  is  one  of  our  missionaries  in  India. 
Marjorie  is  home  on  furlough  and  we  feel  very  privileged  to  have  her  as  our  guest.  She 
was  born  in  India,  herself  the  daughter  of  Missionary  parents,  and  as  an  adult,  has 
spent  her  life  working  with  her  adopted  people.  In  addition,  there  will  be  music,  a 
worship  service  on  installation  for  our  new  CWF  officers,  good  food,  and  fine  fellowship. 
The  new  officers,  elected  at  the  "Spring  Thing"  include:  Bobbie  Lindsay,  president; 
Linda  Stover,  vice-president;  and  Dorothy  Overmyer,  secretary-treasurer.  The  entire 
church  is  invited.   No  charge  for  the  Brunch. 

GARAGE  SALE 

Our  annual  garage  sale  is  in  fellowship  hall  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  May  16  &  17, 
Save  all  clean,  useable  items.  There  will  also  be  a  bake  sale  and  contributions  to  this 
are  needed.  Bring  items  for  the  garage  sale  to  the  church  anytime  and  place  them  on  the 
stage  anytime  after  April  27.  There  will  also  be  a  snack  bar  open  from  10:00  a.m.  - 
4:00  p.m.  Friday  and  10:00  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m.  Saturday. 


COFFEE  HOUR  HOSTS  &  HOSTESSES  ARE  NEEDED  -  for  May  &  June, 
hall. 


Please  sign  up  in  fellowship 


need 


A  Capital  Improvements  Project 
First  Christian  Church 
April  1986 


WHICH  ONE  MIGHT  CONTRIBUTE 
TO  THE  CAPITAL  CAMPAIGN 

1.  By  making  a  three  year  over-and- 
above  pledge.  Pledge  cards  are 
available  for  this  purpose. 

2.  By  making  a  memorial  gift.  Such 
gifts  will  be  publicly  acknow- 
ledged and  celebrated.  These  may 
be  given  immediately  or  pledged 
over  three  years  (as  in  number  one 
above) . 

3.  By  giving  appreciated  property 
(which  is  liquid)  such  as  stocks 
and  bonds,  or  paid  up  insurance 
policies.  This  can  result  in  a 
significant  tax  saving.  For  ex- 
ample, by  giving  appreciated 
stocks,  one  avoids  capital  gains 
tax  and  receives  a  charitable  de- 
duction as  well.  However,  one 
must  give  the  actual  stocks  so  the 
church  can  sell  them,  rather  than 
selling  them  yourself  and  giving 
the  proceeds.  Check  with  your  tax 
advisor  for  details. 

4.  By  lifting  the  Campaign  up  in  your 
prayers  daily.  Even  if  you  are 
unable  to  participate  financially, 
you  can  pray  for  the  church,  and 
this  is  an  important  contribution 
to  First  Christian. 

Please  give  prayerful  considera- 
tion to  each  of  these  possibilities 
as  we  come  together  Sunday  to  make  our 
decisions.  Every  gift  is  important  to 
the  future  of  the  church. 


AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -    4-20-86 

Julie  Rieke,  6636  Quail  Ridge;  Lynn 
Padly,  9636  Crystal  Springs;  Tom  Mo- 
herg,  9713  Saratoga  Rd. ;  W.R.  Benz, 
324  S.  Cornell  Circle;  Dennis  Winters, 
133  W.  Fleming;  Dick  &  Cecilia  Henry, 
R.R.  1,  Box  14,  Pine  Village,  IN;  Mrs. 
Marjorie  Cox,  900  E.  Greenhaus  Drive, 
Syracuse,  IN;  Ed  Allen,  6213  E.  10th, 
Wichita,   KS. 

ANNUAL  GOLF  OUTING 

May  31,  Saturday 
Foster  Park 
(details  later) 


JUNIOR  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 

The  J.Y.F.  will  meet  at  the  start- 
ing line  at  Foster  Park  for  exercise 
and  refreshments. 


THANK  YOU 

I  want  to  thank  zveAyone.  faon.  the. 
coacU  ,  doJULb ,  and  visits  duJiina  my 
confain2.me.nt  with  a  broken  ankle..  A 
Ap&cial  thank*  to  Dick  and  Von,  and 
aHo  Mobe£  and  Gtiace.  who  6  aw  to  it 
that  I  had  gtioceJiizA  and  made,  it  to 
the,  docton.. 

VoXohJLb  Antpach 


FROM  PARSON   TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

I  hope  all  of  us  (who  are  able)  will  be  present  to  participate  in  whatever  way  we 
can  in  the  climax  of  our  "We  Need  A  Lift"  Campaign  this  Sunday,  April  27.  I  think  the 
projects  this  Campaign  will  fund  are  really  exciting.  Although  this  is  Campaign  Sunday, 
the  worship  services  will  not  be  unusually  long.  The  sermon  will  be  based  on  a  portion 
of  the  Sermon  On  The  Mount  (Matthew  5:13-16)  and  will  be  entitled  "LIGHTLY  SALTED 
CHRISTIANS". 

The  church  has  been  a  real  beehive  of  activity  the  past  couple  weeks,  between  church 
programming  and  community  programming.  That's  the  way  it  ought  to  be,  I  think.  Nothing 
distresses  me  so  as  seeing  a  fine  church  facility  locked  up  tight  with  the  lights  out. 
Sometimes  the  comings  and  goings  around  here  make  me  feel  like  I'm  working  in  a  super- 
market! It's  great.  Like  the  old  hymn  goes,  "when  cross  the  crowded  ways  of  life....", 
that's  where  the  Gospel  needs  to  be  heard  and  seen. 

See  you  Sunday. 


Love, 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 


Youth  Sunday  was  a  long  time  in  the  works.  It  was  the  result  of  months  of  study 
and  work  and  worry.  I  was  very  proud  of  our  CYF  and  Chi  Rho  kids  Sunday.  They  organ- 
ized the  service  and  wrote  the  materials  themselves.  I  want  to  thank  each  participant 
for  a  job  well  done,  and  for  a  truly  worshipful  experience,  most  especially  the  preach- 
ers, Diana  Bennett  and  Sara  Mullen  and  the  soloist  David  Orr.  My  appreciation  also  goes 
to  Kris  and  John  Ohneck  and  Helen  Donnell  for  their  support  and  contribution  to  the 
service. 

I'm  also  proud  of  First  Christian  as  a  church  which  values  and  encourages  youth  by 
giving  them  such  an  opportunity  for  growth  and  service.  By  your  warm  response  and  sup- 
port, you  show  your  young  people  that  they  are  not  just  the  institutional  future  of  our 
congregation  —  they  are  loved  and  valued  members  here  and  now.   Because  they  are! 

Shalom! 


Akrti 


"ll^t  yp  youA  ke,ad{,,   0  gatu!     and  be.  ti^te,d  up,  0  ancie.nt  doohAl     that  the.  King  ofa  glony 

may  come.  In."  Pa  aim*   24:7 

******* 
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MAY  BRUNCH  -  A  GALA  OCCASION 

Saturday,  May  3  is  a  red  letter  day.  Be  sure  to  plan  to  attend  the  Annual  May 
Brunch.  The  time  is  10:00  a.m.  and  there  is  no  cost  for  the  Brunch.  Our  special  speak- 
er will  be  Marjorie  Hill,  Missionary  to  India  since  1973.  Marjorie,  daughter  of  mis- 
sionary parents,  is  home  on  furlough,  after  having  served  in  India  health  institutions, 
helping  them  improve  their  community  health  services,  and  teaching  nurses  psychology, 
sociology,  English,  and  Hindi.  She  has  also  worked  in  the  baby  ward  of  the  Jackman 
Memorial  Hospital  at  Bilaspur,  India.  During  this  time  she  has  developed  a  nursery 
school  for  the  adoption  and  care  of  orphan  babies  and  has  served  in  the  Youth  Conference 
Program  of  the  churches  in  India. 

India,  a  country  1/3  the   size  of  the  United  States,   has  3  times  as  many   people, 
many  of  whom  suffer  from  malnutrition,  due  to  unsanitary  water  and  food  supplies,  and 
very  little  money  for  the  average  family. 

India  churches  are  dedicated  to  Christian  Unity  and  the  Disciples  there  work  closely 
with  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

In  addition  to  the  speaker,  there  will  be  an  installation  service  for  new  CWF 
officers  and  special  music. 

Be  on  hand  Saturday,  May  3,  at  10:00  a.m. 

Sunday,  May  4,  during  the  Sunday  School  hour,  our  children  will  have  the  unique 
opportunity  to  meet  with  Marjorie  Hill,  a  missionary  from  India.  She  is  eager  to  share 
with  them  about  India,  the  children  there,  and  her  work.  This  is  for  all  children  in 
Readiness  through  Grade  5.  Children  will  meet  in  their  regular  classes  for  attendance 
at  9:30.  If  your  child  does  not  regularly  attend  Sunday  School  you  may  take  him/her 
directly  to  the  Children's  Choir  room  on  the  3rd  floor.  We  hope  alot  of  children  will 
be  able  to  experience  this  special  personal  visit. 

BARBEE  CAMP  WORK  DAY! 


Our  Conference  Center  needs  a  lift!  On  Saturday,  May  17,  9:00  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m., 
workers  from  all  over  northern  Indiana  will  gather  to  help  get  the  Center  ready  for  sum- 
mer.  Please  call  the  office  to  RSVP  (744-3239). 

SOFTBALL  PLAYERS  -  FIRST  GAME,  TUESDAY,  MAY  6! 

6:00  p.m.  Franke  Park.   Call  Chip  Olson  if  you  have  not  signed  up!   (672-8720) 

WEDDING  SEMINAR 

On  Sunday,  May  4,  2:00  -  8:00  p.m.,  our  semi-annual  joint  wedding  seminar  (FCC,  and 
West  Creighton)  will  be  offered  at  FCC.  This  seminar  is  for  anyone  contemplating 
marriage  or  who  is  recently  married  (or  remarried) .  The  seminar  includes  presentations 
on  finances,  legalities,  communication,  sex,  and  more.   No  charge,  but  RSVP  at  744-3239. 


Remember  the  Garage  Sale 
May  16  &  17 
Fellowship  Hall 


We  need 
a  lift  .  .  . 


A  Capital  Improvements  Project 
First  Christian  Church 
April  1986 


CAMPAIGN   REPORT 

Coming  into  Sunday,  we  had 
$35,000.00  in  advance  gifts  and 
pledges.  Sunday,  we  received  $51,420 
in  gifts  and  pledges!  So,  we  are  well 
on  our  way.  If  you  were  unable  to  be 
present  Sunday,  we  will  have  a  brief 
"make-up"  presentation  in  Fellowship 
Hall  at  9:30  a.m.,  and  again  at  10:10 
a.m.  We  hope  you  can  be  present  for 
one  of  these  presentations.  Even  if 
you  are  unable  to  contribute  finan- 
cially, we  want  everyone  to  see  and 
hear   the  presentation. 

Thank  you  for  your  prayerful 
support  for  this  Capital  Campaign  as 
we     move  toward     our  June   1st   conclu- 


sxon 


DISCIPLE  -  UCC  DIALOGUE 

We  have  been  invited  to  the  spring  meeting  of  the  Northeast  Association  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ,  which  will  be  held  Thursday,  May  8,  5:30  -  9:00  p.m.  at  Ply- 
mouth Congregational  Church.  Dr.  Thomas  Dipko  (Ohio  Conference  Minister)  will  address 
the  group  with  "The  Challenge  of  Living  Towards  Each  Other:  A  Discussion  of  the  UCC  - 
D  of  C  Ecumenical  Partnership.  RSVP  for  Dinner  (6:00  P.M.)  by  calling  Dick  Hamm  or 
plan  to  come  for  Dr.  Dipko 's  presentation  at  7:45  p.m. 

PARENT'S  NIGHT  OUR  FRIDAY,  MAY  16 

We  will  meet  at  Bandito's  Georgetown  Shopping  Center  at  7:00  p.m.  We  will  go  to 
Lantz's  afterward  for  dessert.  Please  RSVP  by  calling  the  church  or  Rhonda  Lantz  at 
486-2217. 

JUNIOR  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 

The  Junior  Youth  Fellowship  will  meet  at  the  starting  line  at  Foster  Park  for  ex- 
ercise and  refreshments  this  Sunday,  May  4,  4:30  p.m. 


PEACE  SABBATH 

The  Peace  Education  Commission  of 
Associated  Churches  are  sponsoring  a 
"Peace  Sabbath  Service"  and  Rally, 
Sunday,  May  4,  7:00  p.m.  at  Plymouth 
United  Church  of  Christ.  The  Fort 
Wayne  Festival  Choir  and  the  Child- 
ren of  Peace  Choristers  will  share 
in  the  Program.  There  will  be  oppor- 
tunity for  a  report  from  the  event 
chairpersons  for  the  coming  summer 
Festival  of  Peace  and  Understanding, 
scheduled  for  August  9-17.  Come 
share  in   this   pood  eveninp. 


AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -   4-27-86 

Rachel  Hoover,  1126  Kinnaird  Ave.; 
Mrs.  Fanchon  Miller,  Decatur ,  IN; 
David  Stauffer,  Chesterfield,  MO; 
George  Perkins,  Anchorage,  KY:  Gary 
Perkins,  Anchorage,  KI;  and  Don 
Anspach,   Buffalo,   NI. 


FROM     PARSON      TO      PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

I  am  very  pleased  with  the  start  we  have  on  our  Capital  Campaign!  We'll  look  for- 
ward to  future  updates.   There  are  many  many  people  to  hear  from  yet. 

Sometimes  the  picture  we  have  of  Jesus  is  oversimplistic,  or  emphasizes  one  aspect 
of  his  nature  and  being  over  against  another.  The  two  candles  on  the  Table  are  symbolic 
of  the  human  and  divine  natures  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  somehow  we  do  have  to  keep  both 
these  aspects  in  mind  and  in  a  healthy  tension. 

My  good  friend,  Loyd  Gentry,  wrote  about  this  recently  in  his  newsletter.  In  part, 
he  said,  "Thomas  Jefferson  once  went  through  the  New  Testament  carefully  cutting  out 
those  portions  that  made  Jesus  appear  to  be  anything  more  than  a  mere  human.  He  omitted 
all  verses  and  paragraphs  that  he  deemed  controversial  or  difficult,  such  as  the  miracle 
stories.  Jefferson  said  he  wanted  to  sift  'the  moral  teachings  of  Jesus  from  the  specu- 
lations of  crazy  theologists. ' 

So,  he  took  his  scissors  and  paste  and  went  to  work,  clipping  this  and  that  and 
putting  the  finished  product  in  a  blank  notebook,  which  he  titled,  The  Life  and  Morals 
of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  The  'Jefferson  Bible,'  now  displayed  in  a  Washington  museum,  ends 
with  Matthew  26:60,  '  .  .  .  and  he  rolled  a  great  stone  to  the  door  of  the  sepulchre  and 
departed.  ' 

According  to  Jefferson  this  was  the   last  thing  to  be  said  about  Jesus.    Thomas 
Jefferson  might  have  had  a  keen  mind  but  it  was  not  keen  enough  to  surmise  that  there 
would  have  been  no  New  Testament  to  'snip  apart'  if  Jesus'  life  had  ended  is  a  sephuchre. 
The  final  word  is  that  death  has  been  defeated  and  'He  is  risen!"1 

Take  care  and  I'll  see  you  Sunday! 

Love, 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

A  part  of  America's  ongoing  quest  for  improving  its  educational  system  is  the 
search  for  standards  of  effective  teaching.  What  makes  an  effective  teacher?  According 
to  a  recent  article  in  the  New  York  Times,  technical  skill  and  command  of  the  subject 
matter  were  important.  Of  course.  Beyond  these,  however,  were  less  tangible  qualities: 
Relational  skills,  empathy  for  students,  personality,  and  an  enthusiasm  for  teaching. 
These  were  more  important,  and  were  more  consistently  found  in  those  considered  good 
teachers  than  was  any  one  style  or  method  of  teaching. 

Maybe  the  teaching  profession  is  a  microcosm  of  life.  Technical  skill  and  accurate 
knowledge  in  one's  area  of  concern  are  important,  but  caring,  being  conscious  of  others 
and  their  needs,  and  aiming  to  be  servants  to  one  another  —  these  are  unbeatable.  They 
are  the  marks  of  an  effective  human. 


YOUTH  NEWS 

Regular,  CYF/Chi  Rho  meeting  next  week;  we  have  some  things  to  be  planning  toward! 

Men's  Chorus  Practice  at  6:30  P.M.  this  Thursday! 

Bell  Choir  practice  will  be  from  4:00  -  5:30  p.m.  this  Sunday,  May  4! 
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PARENT'S   NIGHT   OUT,    MAY    16 

This  is  for  all  parents!  Come  and  join  together  for  fun  and  fellowship!  We  will 
meet  at  Bandido's  (Georgetown)  at  7:00  p.m.  We'll  go  to  Lantz's  afterward  for  dessert. 
RSVP   by   calling   the   church   office   or  Rhonda  Lantz   at   486-2217.' 

Come    to   the   Lantz's   even   if  you   are  unable    to   go   to  Bandido's,    but   please   RSVP. 

GOLF   OUTING! 


Our  annual  Golf  Outing  will  be  Saturday,  May  31,  9:00  a.m.,  at  Foster  Park.  Please 
RSVP  now  by  calling  the  church  office  or  Eileen  Klepfer  (747-3077).   Join  the  fun! 

FIRST  CHRISTIAN  &  FESTIVAL  CHOIR  ON  CHANNEL  10 

The  Festival  Choir  performance  here  this  winter  was  taped  and  will  be  aired  Satur- 
day, May  17,  5:00  -  6:00  p.m.   Tune  in! 

LARGE  PRINT  PEW  BIBLES  AVAILABLE 

Large  print  pew  Bibles  are  available  in  the  narthex  for  any  one  wishing  a  larger 
print  edition  in  worship.  Just  pick  one  up  on  your  way  in.  Please  return  it  after  wor- 
ship. 

SINGLES  -  THE  CHRISTIAN  CONNECTION 

Our  group  will  meet  Sunday,  May  18,  7:00  p.m.  at  Ken  Taylor's,  6217  Brandwood  Lane, 
485-5348.   Please  RSVP  by  calling  the  church  office  or  Ken.   All  singles  welcome! 

BARBEE  CAMP  WORK  DAY! 

Our  Conference  Center  needs  a  lift!  On  Saturday,  May  17,  9:00  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m., 
workers  from  all  over  northern  Indiana  will  gather  to  help  get  the  Center  ready  for  sum- 
mer.  Please  call  the  office  to  RSVP  (744-3239). 

SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 

Tuesday,  May  13     no  game 

Tuesday,  May  20     8:40  p.m.,  Lawton  #3 

GARAGE  SALE  -  MAY  16  &  17 

Items  can  be  put  on  the  stage  anytime! 

MEMBERSHIP  CLASS 

Dick  Hamm  is  leading  a  class  for  persons  interested  in  learning  more  about  First 
Christian  Church  and  the  Disciples  of  Christ.  Anyone  is  welcome.  The  class  is  meeting 
all  during  May  on  Sundays,  9:30  -  10:30  a.m.,  in  the  Church  parlor.  Members  and  non- 
members  are  welcome.   Come  and  get  jour  questions  answered! 

CAMP  &  CONFERENCE 

Summer  opportunities  are  beginning  soon!  If  you  have  not  received  registration 
forms  and  information,  please  call  the  church  office  as  soon  as  possible.  Forms  were 
mailed  out  earlier  this  spring. 

BOARD  MEETING  -  TUESDAY,  MAY  13,  7:30  P.M. 


We  need 
a  lift . . . 


A  Capital  Improvements  Project 
First  Christian  Church 
April  1986 


CAMPAIGN   REPORT 

We  continue  to  seek  your  prayers 
for  this  great  effort!  We  received 
another  $16,500  Sunday,  so  our  total 
now  is  $101,000.  We  hope  to  have  all 
pledges  in  by  May  29,  so  that  we  can 
dedicate   them  June   1. 

The   Committee 


THANK  VOWS 

Thank  you  to  the  Ladies  o{  CWF.  I 
am  botvu)  to  be  i>o  i>&ovo  to  thank  you. 
{oh.  the.  Ea&teA  plant.  It  aj>  be.auti- 
\vJL,  luJUL  o{  pink  llouiQJiA.  I  have,  it 
in  an  e.aht  window)  and  it  hoi  anown 
atot.  Thank  you  {on.  nemembe-Kina  me. 
Vou.  and  the.  ohu/ich  one.  in  my  pfuayeJiM. 
Hasty  Piatt 

Thanks  to     tho6e  who     hetpe.d    make 
ManjoKie  KM' 6  viAit  a  4ucce64.' 
Peg  BubkiJik 


OUR  MEN  IN  THE  SERVICE 


Tony  York 
PSC  Box  5652 
APO  N.Y.,  N.Y. 


09179-5378 


CYF/CHI  RHO 

No  meeting  May  11,  Mother's  Day. 
We  decided  not  to  give  her  the  day 
off! 


JUNIOR  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  -  no  meeting 
on  May  11!  Any  J.Y.F.er's  interested 
in  running  the  Arlington  Park  5k  on 
Saturday,  May  10  need  to  contact 
Sharon  Pauley  at  745-0925. 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -   5-4-86 

Mark     &     Jaoquie     Winters,      133  W. 
Fleming;     Art  &  Deb  Lester     &  Jacob, 
3309  Hoagland;     Dan  &  Donna     Ketchum, 
327  W.    Sherwood  Terrace;  Marjorie  Cox, 
Syracuse,   IN;   Fran  Miller,   Decatur,   IN. 


Klark  Kerley 
306-72-7167 
PSC-5,  Box  693 
Eielson  AFB,  AK  99702 


If  you  requested  a  camp  site  for 
the  all  church  campout,  please  con- 
tact the  office! 


A  22c  stamp  will  carry  a  letter 
to  these  fine  fellows! 


I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 


FROM     PARSON      TO     PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

Q:  How  are  Halley's  Comet  and  the  Russian  Nuclear  Disaster  alike?  A:  Both  were 
overblown  media  events. 

With  the  comet,  it  was  understandable.  It  has  been  quite  spectacular  in  the  past. 
But  the  Chernobyl  accident  suggests  an  ominous  failure  of  the  free  press  to  exercise  a 
reasonable  modicum  of  restraint.  Headlines  (of  a  size  ordinarily  reserved  for  acts  of 
war)  proclaimed  2000  or  more  dead  and  a  double  meltdown,  all  based  on  rumor  and  hearsay. 
Ted  Koppel's  Nightline  spent  an  hour  speculating  about  what  turned  out  to  be  unrealities. 
The  Soviets  were  belittled  for  trying  to  gloss  over  the  accident  by  saying  only  two  had 
died. 

Granted,   it  was  a  very  serious  accident  and  the  death  toll  will  certainly  climb  as 
months  pass.    Granted  the  Soviets,   should  have  been  quicker  with  public   information 
about  the  exact  nature  of  the   accident  for  the  sake  of  surrounding  nations  (just  as  we 
should  have  been  quicker  to  inform  surrounding  states  and  Canada  about  Three  Mile  Island) , 
Granted  the  whole  affair  raises  more  questions  about  the  viability  of  nuclear  power. 

But  whatever  happened  to  journalism?  Every  media  manager  and  editor  in  America 
should  be  red  faced.  And  every  American  should  ask,  "why  were  we  so  eager  to  believe 
the  worst?" 

I  think  it  has  to  do  with  the  fact  that  we  live  lives  that  are  so  highly  stressed 
and  overs timulated  that  we're  becoming  oversaturated.  It  takes  a  lot  to  get  our  inter- 
est and  attention,  so  the  media  is  turning  increasingly  to  the  methods  of  "The  Enquirer". 
As  a  public,  its  as  though  we're  bored  and  sort  of  hoping  for  a  monumental  disaster  of 
some  sort  that  will  distract  us  from  the  busy  lives  of  meaninglessness  and  emptiness  so 
many  of  us  live.  Since  most  of  the  world  has  become  agnostic,  something  within  hopes 
for  a  monumental  disaster  that  will  "force  a  God  (if  there  is  one)  to  show  his  hand  and 
restore  the  faith  and  meaning  of  our  lives". 

Maybe  I'm  way  off  base  here,  but  I  don't  think  so.  I  believe  the  crisis  mentality 
of  our  age  has  a  lot  to  do  with  the  crisis  of  faith  in  our  age. 

See  you  Sunday. 

Love, 
P.S.   My  sermon  this  Sunday  will  be  based  on  Acts  16:16-34.   Neat  story! 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

I  am  not  fond  of  the  sport  of  boxing,  but  the  name  of  Jack  Dempsey  transcends  the 
sport.  He  was  known  as  the  Manassa  Mauler  because  of  the  way  he  relentlessly  battered 
his  opponents.  He  reportedly  fought  in  a  near  frenzy,  so  that  other  boxers  feared  get- 
ting in  the  ring  with  him. 

What  did  Dempsey  think  of  his  skill  and  power  in  the  ring?  According  to  his  mana- 
ger, "The  kid  had  no  confidence. .. .honestly ,  he  didn't  believe  he  could  whip  anybody; 
always  thought  he  would  lose,  maybe  even  get  hurt."  Dempsey  fought  frantically  because 
he  was  terrified.  He  did  not  realize  his  own  power  and  the  awe  in  which  other  fighters 
held  him. 

I  think  we  all  have  a  tendency  to  assume  that  we  are  the  unusual  person,   that 
everyone  else  seems  normal.   As  someone  once  said,  "The  only  normal  people  are  the  ones 
you  don't  know  too  well".    I  don't  know  about  you,   but  for  me  it  helps  knowing  that, 
even  if  we  aren't  all  in  the  same  boat,  at  least  we're  in  the  same  lake! 
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WELCOME  NEW  MEMBER 

Tracy  Critell ,  daughter  of  John  &  Kris  Ohneck  made 
her  confession  of  faith  last  Sunday  and  was  Baptized 
this  Sunday.  We  rejoice  in  this  decision  for  Christ! 


golf  outing; 

Our  annual  Golf  Outing  will  be  Saturday,  May  31,  9:00  a.m.,  at  Foster  Park.  Please 
RSVP  now  by  calling  the  church  office  or  Eileen  Klepfer  (747-3077).  Join  the  fun! 

LARGE  PRINT  PEW  BIBLES  AVAILABLE 

Large  print  pew  Bibles  are  available  in  the  narthex  for  any  one  wishing  a  larger 
print  edition  in  worship.  Just  pick  one  up  on  your  way  in.  Please  return  it  after  wor- 
ship. 

SINGLES  -  THE  CHRISTIAN  CONNECTION 

Our  group  will  meet  Sunday,  May  18,  7:00  p.m.  at  Ken  Taylor's,  6217  Brandwood  Lane, 
485-5348.  Please  RSVP  by  calling  the  church  office  or  Ken.  All  singles  welcome! 

SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 

Tuesday,  May  20  -  8:40  p.m.,  Lawton  #3 
Tuesday,  May  27  -  9:45  p.m.,  Franke 

SECRET  PLACE  AVAILABLE 

These  fine  quarterly  devotionals  are  available  for  June-August  for  $.60  in  the  nar- 
thex. Pick  one  up  this  Sunday! 

TEACHERS  TO  BE  HONORED  AT  BREAKFAST,  MAY  24 

ATT  Sunday  School  and  Extended  Session  teachers  and  other  workers  in  the  Christian 
Education  department  will  be  guests  of  the  church  at  a  breakfast,  Saturday,  May  24,  at 
Azar's  on  Tillman  Road  at  9:00  a.m.  If  you  would  like  to  attend,  please  call  the  church 
office  by  Monday,  May  19. 

These  workers  will  also  be  recognized  at  the  10:45  a.m.  worship  service  on  May  25. 

The  concert  "Singing  One  Another's  Song"  which  was  given  in  our  sanctuary  February 
28  by  the  Festival  Choir  was  taped  that  evening  for  Public  Access  Television,  Channel  10 
by  our  own  Mike  Callahan.  It  will  be  aired  May  17  at  5:00  p.m.  Tune  in! 


CYF 


There  will  be  a  picnic  this  coming  Sunday  afternoon! 


GARAGE  SALE 
MAY  16  &  17 


We  need 
a  lift . . . 


A  Capital  Improvements  Project 
First  Christian  Church 
AprU  1986 


CAMPAIGN 
We 


REPORT 
have 


received  another  $4,770  to 
place  the  total  now  at  $105,770.  If 
you  have  not  yet  responded,  remember 
that  we  hope  to  have  all  responses  in 
by  May  29  so  we  can  dedicate  gifts 
and  pledges  on  June  1.  If  you  need  a 
pledge  card,  or  more  information, 
please  call  the  church  office. 

The  Committee 


MUSIC  NOTES 

On  this  Sunday,  May  18,  the  Chancel  Choir  will  be  singing  both  services  in  celebra- 
tion of  Choir  Sunday  and  the  beginning  of  Pentecost.  Nine  anthems  have  been  chosen  to 
augment  musically  meditations  by  Paul  Scherer,  renowned  preacher  and  teacher,  retired 
Professor  of  Homileties  at  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York.  They  have  been  taken 
from  his  book  Love  is  a  Spendthrift.  The  meditations  and  anthems  and  hymns  speak  of  the 
meaning  of  the  seasons  of  the  Liturgical  year.  One  of  the  anthems  Hear  the  Bells  Pealing 
was  written  for  four-part  chorus  and  bell  choir  by  Ft.  Wayne's  Ian  McLuckie,  a  gift  to 
our  choirs.  This  will  be  its  first  performance.  It  is  an  arrangement  of  a  Russian  folk 
song,  an  Easter  anthem.  Soloists  in  the  service  will  be  Rebecca  Stucky  and  Mel  Busse, 
and  Don  Parlette  will  assist  on  the  trumpet. 

CELEBRATION 

The  Celebration  children  hope  that  the  congregation  will  share  all  the  warm  fuzzies 
with  friends  and  family  this  week,  even  as  they  will  be  sharing  more  warm  fuzzies  and 
several  of  their  anthems  with  the  residents  of  the  Heritage  Manor  Nursing  Home.  After 
their  visit,  the  children  will  enjoy  Happy  Meals  at  McDonalds.  Next  week  the  children 
will  have  games  and  a  picnic  in  the  park  which  will  close  their  season  for  this  year. 

Many  warm  fuzzies  and  many  thanks  go  to  Deb  Miller  who  has  prepared  suppers  for  the 
class  e^ery  Tuesday  all  year;  to  Genie  Slick  who  has  helped  her;  to  Terri  Pfenning  who 
has  assisted  as  Choir  Mother,  and  especially  to  Vee  Parlette  and  Nancy  Smith  who  have 
each  given  so  much  of  themselves  and  their  gifts,  time,  and  energy  —  and  love  —  to  the 
children.  Thank  you! 

JOIN  HANDS  ACROSS  AMERICA  ...THE  FORT  WAYNE  MILE 

On  Sunday,  May  25,  1986,  Memorial  Day  Weekend,  at  2  PM  (EST),  6  million  Americans 
will  join  hands  in  a  line  stretching  more  than  4,000  miles  from  Los  Angeles  to  New  York. 
HANDS  ACROSS  AMERICA  is  our  opportunity  to  stand  together  to  fight  hunger  and  homeless- 
ness  here  in  America.  The  goal  is  $60  million  to  provide  emergency  relief,  support  so- 
lutions for  helping  the  hungry  and  homeless  through  a  national  foundation. 

Ft.  Wayne  will  be  there  even  though  the  route  does  not  "pass  our  way".   It  will 
take  1,320  people  to  form  "The  Fort  Wayne  Mile"  somewhere  outside  Peru,  IN.  You  or  some- 
one whom  you  sponsor,  can  be  a  part  of  this  historic  event.  A  contribution  of  $10  brings 
you  a  commemorative  certificate,  $25,  a  certificate  &  T-shirt,  $35  a  certificate,  T-shirt, 
visor  and  lapel  pin!   America  needs  us  to  take  a  stand  together  NOW.   Won't  you  lend  a 
hand?  Call  Associated  Churches  (422-3528). 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

I  received  overwhelming  support  for  the  sermon  Sunday.  That  was  a  "first"  for  me 
and  so  an  experiment.  The  response  was  therefore  especially  gratifying.  I'll  be  using 
that  approach  again  occasionally,  though  not  often  enough  to  "wear  it  out".  (For  those 
not  present  Sunday,  I  took  on  the  role  of  the  Philippian  jailor  and  tried  to  portray  the 
prison  earthquake  of  Acts  16  as  he  might  have  experienced  it).  I  enjoyed  doing  it. 

This  Sunday,  we  will  have  the  privilege  of  hearing  our  wonderful  choir  offering  up 
a  reprise  of  the  past  season's  music  as  well  as  some  new  pieces.   It's  Pentecost  Sunday, 
and  I'm  sure  this  will  "fire  us  up"  (sorry  about  that!). 

It's  good  to  see  some  of  our  college  students  back  home  for  the  summer,  or  at  least 
for  a  visit  before  summer  terms  for  some.  We  always  miss  these  students  when  they  go 
off  to  school,  and  its  always  a  "kick"  to  see  them  back  with  us.  Welcome  them!  Did  you 
catch  Gail  Westerfield  in  the  recent  issue  of  the  Disciple? 

The  Capital  Campaign  is  moving  along.  It  will  be  great  to  see  some  important  jobs 
done  around  the  church.  I  always  marvel  at  how  this  congregation  responds! 

See  you  Sunday. 


Love, 


^*v^ 


FESTIVAL  OF  PEACE  AND  UNDERSTANDING  CHOIRS  FOR  SHALOM 

Anyone  who  loves  to  sing  is  invited  to  participate  in  all-city,  inter-cultural, 
inter-racial  choirs  which  will  sing  for  the  culminating  celebration  of  Ft.  Wayne's  Fes- 
tival of  Peace  and  Understanding  to  be  held  in  the  Foel linger  Theater,  Franke  Park, 
August  17,  at  6:30  p.m.  Adults  ages  16  to  ?  will  practice  at  Plymouth  Congregational 
Church  August  11,  12,  13,  14  from  7  to  9  p.m.  Children  ages  6-15  will  enjoy  a  mini- 
music  workshop  at  IPFW's  Classroom-Medical  Building  Room  35c  on  Wed.,  Fri.,  Sat.  and 
Room  35a  on  Thurs.  August  13,  14,  15,  16  from  10-12  a.m.  The  choirs  will  sing  separately 
and  together  on  Sunday  evening.  The  Festival  Choir  will  be  directed  by  Helen  Donnell, 
Minister  of  Music  at  First  Christian  Church,  and  the  Shalom  Choir  will  be  directed  by 
Jocelyn  Basse,  director  of  the  Children  of  Peace  Choristers.  Do,  please  let  your  choir 
director  know  if  you  would  like  to  sing,  or  simply  put  the  dates  on  your  calendar  and 
come   to  have  a  happy  time  with  the  groups! 
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Area  Coordinators  Enhance  Work  of  Commission 


Ir  recent  editions  of  The  Indiana 
Christian,  various  officers  of  the 
regional  Commission  on  Women 
have  been  featured.  With  this 
issue,  the  focus  will  shift  to  the 
area  coordinators  who  also  serve 
the  regional  Commission  well.  It  is 
the  coordinator  who  plans  and 
implements  the  Area  C.W.F. 
Workshops,  now  taking  place  a- 
round  the  region. 

Miriam   Bixenman,   CWF  Coor- 


dinator from  Area  1,  the  smallest 
area  in  the  region,  is  finishing  her 
second  term  in  her  position  as 
coordinator.  She  is  a  retired  Dis- 
ciples minister,  having  served  on 
the  staff  of  First  Christian  Church 
in  Fort  Wayne  for  11  Vz  years  be- 
fore her  retirement  in  1979.  Ear- 
lier, she  had  served  15  Vt  years  at 
First  Christian  Church  in  Bloomi- 


Miriam  Bixenman 


ngton.  Illinois. 

Miriam,  directed  camps  in  In- 
diana and  Illinois  for  25  years  and 
after  her  retirement  served  as 
cook  at  Barbee  Camp0  for  two 
.  summers.  She  has  served  4  years 
on  the  Indiana  Committee  on  Rec- 
ommendations and  on  the  Indian 
Lake  Planning  Committee  during 
the  time  of  building  the  conference 
center,  pool  and  other  Improve- 
ments. 

In  the  local  church  in  Ft.  Wayne 
(First  Christian  Church),  since  re- 
tirement, Miriam  has  served  two 
years  as  CWF  President,  5  years 
as  CWF  Study  Director,  and  is 
completing  3  years  as  chairwoman 
of  the  Church  Membership  Com- 
mittee. She  is  currently  in  her 
second  term  as  elder. 

Miriam  has  also  served  as  chair 
of  the  Department  of  Christian 
Education  for  the  Associated 
Churches  of  Fort  Wayrte  and  as 
chair  of  ecumenical  concerns  for, 
Church  Women  United.   ;       .  !  /'.  a 
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"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.   Hamm,   Editor 
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GOLF  OUTING! 

Our  annual  Golf  Outing  will  be  Saturday,  May  31,  9:00  a.m.,  at  Foster  Park.  Please 
RSVP  now  by  calling  the  church  office  or  Eileen  Klepfer  (747-3077).   Join  the  fun! 

SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 

Tuesday,  May  27  -  9:45  p.m.,  Franke  Park 
Tuesday,  June  1  -  5:25  p.m.,  Lawton  #3 

SECRET  PLACE  AVAILABLE 

These  fine  quarterly  devotionals  are  available  for  June-August  for  $.60  in  the  nar- 
thex. 

JOIN  HANDS  ACROSS  AMERICA THE  FORT  WAYNE  MILE 

On  Sunday,  May  25,  1986,   Memorial  Day  Weekend,  at  2  PM  (EST),  6  million  Americans 
will  join  hands  in  a  line  stretching  more  than  4,000  miles  from  Los  Angeles  to  New  York. 
HANDS  ACROSS  AMERICA  is  our  opportunity  to  stand  together  to  fight  hunger  and  homeless- 
ness  here  in  America.   The  goal  is  $60  million  to  provide  emergency  relief,  support  so- 
lutions for  helping  the  hungry  and  homeless  through  a  national  foundation. 

Ft.  Wayne  will  be  there  even  though  the  route  does  not  "pass  our  way".   It  will 
take  1,320  people  to  form  "The  Fort  Wayne  Mile"  somewhere  outside  Peru,  IN.  You  or  some- 
one whom  you  sponsor,  can  be  a  part  of  this  historic  event.   A  contribution  of  $10  brings 
you  a  commemorative  certificate,  $25,  a  certificate  &  T-shirt,  $35  a  certificate,  T-shirt, 
visor  and  lapel  pin!   America  needs  us  to  take  a  stand  together  NOW.   Won't  you  lend  a 
hand?  Call  Associated  Churches  (422-3528). 

P.M. A.  (Don't  Mention  Age)   All  Welcome! 
TIME  CHANGE! 

The  D.M.A.  Fellowship  will  meet  Tuesday,  June  10,  noon  to  go  out  to  lunch  and  on  to 
the  Fort  Wayne  Zoo!   This  is  a  change  from  the  previously  scheduled  date  of  May  27. 

We  will  also  discuss,  and  plan  our  program  for  the  next  year!  Visitors  are  welcome! 

ALL  MEMBERS  OF  THE  NEW  COMMITTEES  of  Worship,  Membership,  Outreach  &  Service,  Pro- 
perty, Evangelism,  Christian  Education,  Stewardship,  Lay  Personnel  (not  Personnel) !  NOTE 
that  the  annual  Planning  Retreat  is  Saturday,  June  7,  9:00  -  2:00  p.m.,  at  the  church.  All 
new  committees  should  plan  to  be  present  (unless  you  hear  differently  from  your  chairman) . 

BREAD  FOR  THE  WORLD 

If  you  would  like  to  help  in  the  fight  against  world  hunger  (which  is  a  significant 
way  to  fight  for  world  peace),  join  Bread  For  The  World  Tuesday,  May  27,  6:00  -  7:00  p.m., 
at  the  church.   Learn  what  you  can  do! 


85-86  Committees  Meet  Tuesday,  May  27,  7:00  p.m. 


We  need 
a  lift  . . . 


CAMPAIGN  REPORT 

We  have  received  another  18,821.00 
to  place  our  total  of  gifts  and  pledges 
received  at  124,591.00.  The  following 
items  have  been  spoken  for  by  designated 
gifts:   the  cabinets  in  fellowship  hall, 
some  office  refurbishing,  the   wireless 
mic,  the  security  system  and  the  Calhoun 
Street  Chandelier. 

As  for  designated  gifts  and  pledges 
the  Board  has  prioritized  the  remaining 
projects  and  determined  the  first  four 
that  will  be  done  are: 

1.  the  organ  improvements 

2 .  the  roof  replacement 

3.  the  elevator 

4.  the  rest rooms 

Other  projects  that  the  Board  con- 
siders to  be  of  immediate  importance  are 
the  van,  plumbing  repair,  new  office 
equipment  (press  and  computer) ,   and 
kitchen  equipment.   These  projects  will 
be  done  as  money  and  pledges  are  given 
to  provide  for  them. 

We  plan  to  complete  this  Campaign  by  May  29  so  as  to  celebrate  and  dedicate  on  Sunday 
June  1.   Memorials  and  living  memorials  to  honor  loved  ones  are  welcome  (simply  indicate 
such  on  your  pledge  card).  Pledge  cards  are  available  at  church  or  from  the  church  office. 
We  are  very  pleased  with  the  way  in  which  the  congregation  and  friends  are  responding. 

The  Committee 


A  Capital  Improvement*  Project 
First  Christian  Church 
April  1986 


FESTIVAL  OF  PEACE  AND  UNDERSTANDING  FOR  SHALOM 

Anyone  who  loves  to  sing  is  invited  to  participate  in  all-city,  inter-cultural, 
inter-racial  choirs  which  will  sing  for  the  culminating  celebration  of  Ft.  Wayne's  Fes- 
tival of  Peace  and  Understanding  to  be  held  in  the  Foellinger  Theater,  Franke  Park, 
August  17,  at  6:30  p.m.  Adults  ages  16  to  ?  will  practice  at  Plymouth  Congregational 
Church  August  11,  12,  13,  14  from  7  to  9  p.m.  Children  ages  6-15  will  enjoy  a  mini- 
music  workshop  at  IPFW's  Classroom-Medical  Building  Room  35c  on  Wed.,  Fri. ,  Sat.  and 
Room  35a  on  Thurs.  August  13,  14,  15,  16  from  10-12  a.m.  The  choirs  will  sing  separately 
and  together  on  Sunday  evening.  The  Festival  Choir  will  be  directed  by  Helen  Donnell, 
Minister  of  Music  at  First  Christian  Church,  and  the  Shalom  Choir  will  be  directed  by 
Jocelyn  Basse,  director  of  the  Children  of  Peace  Choristers.  Do,  please  let  your  choir 
director  know  if  you  would  like  to  sing,  or  simply  put  the  dates  on  your  calendar  and 
come  to  have  a  happy  time  with  the  groups! 


CONGRATULATIONS! 

Joe.  S  VhyVCu   Pitch' 6  6on,  Michael 
Fitch,  u)o6  ofidaine.d  into  the.  ChhtAtian 
mints  tAy  tki&  Sunday,  in  Ke.ntu.cky. 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  5-18-86 

Jean  Evans,   3203  Sandpoint  Road,   Lot 
11;  Mrs.    Phyllis  Try  on,    2937  Westbrook 
Drive,    #420;  Elizabeth  Carder,        14414 
Aboite  Center  Road;   Justine  &  Sean  Wells, 
Corunna,   IN;   Carolyn  Stevens,  Napierville, 
ILL;   Erika,   Shaun,    Brooke  Graham,  Roanoke, 
IN;   Clyde  Baker,   Newell,   W.VA;  Phyllis 
Green,    Chester,   W.  VA. 


CYF/CHI   RHO 

"Growing  Relationships".   Last   event 
of   the  Year!      Friday  night   and  Saturday 
morning,   May  30   and  31,  we  will  have     a 
lock- in.     We  will  look  at  relationships 
and  how  they  grow.      Meet  at  the     church 
Friday  at  6:30.     We  will  finish  by  11:00 
Saturday  morning.      Bring  chips,   somethinj 
to  drink,    and  a  friend,    if  you  want! 

JUNIOR  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  WILL  NOT  MEET 
ON  SUNDAY,   MAY  25! 

We  wouZd  tike,  to  thank  Vn.  Hamm    and 
and  Peggy  Bu&kiJik  fan  theMi  pfiayeM  and 
evexyone.  eUe.  fan  theJLn  phone.  caUU  dwi- 
oua  gianddau,gkteJi&  WLneth. 

KznneMi  S  WaKtha  Hunt 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

It  is  good  sometimes  for  me  to  sit  in  the  congregation  on  Sunday  morning.  Last 
Sunday,  the  Chancel  Choir  was  in  full  force,  and  the  impact  was  phenomenal!  People,  in- 
cluding me,  went  away  deeply  touched. 

As  I  listened  and  worshipped,  several  thoughts  passed  through  my  head.  I  thought 
how  much  this  choir  has  grown.  The  "cut  offs",  the  intonation,  the  dynamics,  the  arti- 
culation were  just  excellent.  Then,  I  thought  about  what  a  bunch  of  characters  our  choir 

is! 

I  mean,  here  were  some  35  or  so  people  each  with  his  or  her  own  delightful  and 
unique  personalities,  gifts,  quirks,  idiosyncrasies,  perspectives,  and  histories,  coming 

together  to  produce  some  of  the  most  beautiful  choral  music  I  have  heard coming 

together  to  worship  God  with  a  beautifully  woven  tapestry  of  sound  and  humanity.  How 
God  must  smile  on  such  an  occasion.  How  moved  God  must  be  as  He  sees  his  creation,  in 
all  its  diversity  and  uniqueness  and  creativity,  come  together  to  produce  a  harmony  of 
beauty  and  praise. 

I  also  realized  how  much  I  love  each  of  these  folks,   and  how  much  each  of  them 

means  to  me.   And how  much  more  I  worship  when  the  sounds  of  praise  are  coming  from 

folks  whom  I  personally  know  and  love warts  and  all. 

Thanks  choir I  needed  that! 

Love, 
P.S.   I'll  be  preaching  on  "Understanding  God's  Will"  this  Sunday.   See  you  then! 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

In  his  book  When  Bad  Things  Happen  To  Good  People  Rabbi  Harold  S.  Kushner  points 
out  that  the  two  most  painful  things  a  person  can  experience  are  passing  a  kidney  stone 
and  having  a  baby.  Even  though  the  pain  is  equally  intense  for  these  two  events,  what  a 
difference  there  is  between  them!  Kushner  writes,  "But  the  pain  of  giving  birth  is 
creative  pain.  It  is  pain  that  has  meaning,  pain  that  gives  life,  that  leads  to  some- 
thing." 

Many  times  we  experience  pain  -  physical  or  emotional  -  that  goes  no  where  and  is 
meaningless.  It  robs  us  and  drains  meaning  and  energy  from  the  goodness  of  life.  Pain 
is  what  we  experience  when  we  run  headlong  into  the  limitedness  of  our  lives. 

When  that  happens  to  us  on  the  emotional  level,  when  we  run  headlong  into  our  own 
personalities  and  discover  something  about  ourselves  we  don't  like  or  which  frightens  us, 
or  which  disgusts  us,  we  hurt.  It  is  inevitable.  We  are  limited,  quirky  beings  by  na- 
ture. But  it  is  possible,  with  the  unblinking  honesty  of  God's  grace,  that  such  a  time 
can  be  a  time  of  birth,  or  rebirth.  We  can  adjust.  We  can  change.  We  do  have  choices. 
Either  with  trusted  others  or  within  ourselves,  if  honesty  is  allowed  to  work,  our  pain 
might  find  itself  spent  at  the  cries  of  even  new  life,  which  is  always  a  gift  of  God. 

(You  might  read  Luke  19:1-10). 

Shalom! 

R. S.  Garfield  Todd,  a  former  Disciples  of  Christ  missionary  who  served  as  prime  minister 
of  Rhodesia  from  1953  to  1958,  has  been  knighted  by  Queen  Elizabeth  II.  Todd,  now  re- 
tired at  his  ranch  near  Zvishavane,  Zimbabwe,  was  nominated  to  become  "Sir  Garfield"  by 
the  government  of  New  Zealand,  his  native  country.  The  honor  apparently  had  the  blessing 
of  Zimbabwe's  Prime  Minister  Robert  Mugabe.  Todd  served  as  an  adviser  to  black  revolu- 
tionaries in  peace  negotiations  during  the  country's  transition  from  white-ruled  Rhodesia 
to  black-ruled  Zimbabwe.  He  was  jailed  several  times  in  the  1960s  by  Rhodesian  Prime 
Minister  Ian  Smith  for  supporting  the  black  nationalist  guerrillas.  Todd  came  to  what 
was  then  Southern  Rhodesia  in  1934,  where  he  helped  establish  the  Dadaya  mission,  which 
took  leading  roles  in  the  founding  of  Zimbabwe. 
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First  Christian  Church 


744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  May  28.  1986  No.  21 


WELCOME  NEW  MEMBERS! 

Clara  Wells  was  baptized  this  Sunday  and  her  parents,  Tom  &  Peggy  transferred  their 
memberships.   They  live  at  5221  Holton  Avenue  46806.  Welcome  to  you  each! 

A  SUMMER  INTERN  IS  ON  THE  WAY! 

One  of  the  provisions  of  our  Memorial  Trust  Program  is  a  scholarship  fund  which 
supports  students  preparing  for  ministry.  It  also  provides  for  a  summer  intern.  The 
intern  is  a  college  student  considering  ministry  as  vocation. 

Our  first  summer  intern  in  several  years  will  be  arriving  this  week.  She  is  Karla 
Dyer,  a  sophomore  at  Eureka  College  (one  of  our  Disciple  Schools,  where  Eric  Zimmerman 
is  also  a  student) . 

Karla  will  have  a  broad  experience  of  ministry  this  summer.  She  will  make  hospital 
calls,  home  visits,  work  in  camp  a  week,  assist  in  worship,  work  with  youth,  and  much 
more. 

We  look  forward  to  Karla' s  arrival  and  to  the  congregation  meeting  her  this  Sunday. 

Again,  the  money  for  Karla' s  summer  work  comes  from  funds  given  to  the  church  as 
bequests  and  memorials.  For  more  information  about  our  Memorial  Trust  Program,  call  one 
of  the  ministers  or  officers  of  the  Board. 


AREA  I  BOARD  MEETING  MONDAY^  JUNE  2 


Area  Board  members  (and  anyone  else  interested  in  attending)  should  call  the  church 
office  to  RSVP  for  dinner. 


P.M. A.  (Don't  Mention  Age)   All  Welcome! 
TIME  CHANGE! 

The  D.M.A.  Fellowship  will  meet  Tuesday,  June  10,  noon  to  go  out  to  lunch  and  on  to 
the  Fort  Wayne  Zoo!   This  is  a  change  from  the  previously  scheduled  date  of  May  27. 

We  will  also  discuss,  and  plan  our  program  for  the  next  year!  Visitors  are  welcome! 

ALL  MEMBERS  OF  THE  NEW  COMMITTEES  of  Worship,  Membership,  Outreach  &  Service,  Pro- 
perty, Evangelism,  Christian  Education,  Stewardship,  Lay  Personnel  (not  Personnel)!  Note 
that  the  annual  Planning  Retreat  is  Saturday,  June  7,  9:00  -  2:00  p.m.,  at  the  church. 

All  new  committees  should  plan  to  be  present  (unless  you  hear  differently  from  your 
chairman) . 

PRAYER  SERVICE:   Sundays,  6:15  -  7:00  P.M. 

Secret  prayer  for  others  all  during  the  day  is  an  acid  test  of  our  unselfishness. 
Our  little  selves  must  fade  out,  leaving  a  self-forgetting  channel,  through  which  God's 
warmth  flows  unhindered  in  lovely  unending  prayer. 


SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 

Tuesday,  June  3   - 
Tuesday,  June  10  - 


5:25  p.m.  Lawton  #3 
6:35  p.m.  Lawton  //2 


BOOKS  &  RECORD 

Due  to  the  fact  that  Peggy  &  I  will  be 
moving  to  Florida  in  late  summer  or  early 
fall,  I  would  appreciate  it  if  anyone  who 
has  borrowed  books  or  the  record,  "Inside 
I  Tremble,"  by  Keith  Miller,  from  me 
would  return  them.  I  am  a  poor  record 
keeper,  so  I  don't  know  to  whom  or  how 
many  books  I  have  loaned,  but  we  do  need 
to  get  them  packed.  I  thank  you. 
Miriam  Bixenman 


CAMPAIGN  REPORT 

While  gifts  and  pledges  will,  of 
course,  be  accepted  anytime  toward 
our  Capital  Campaign,  we  hope  to  re- 
ceive as  many  as  possible  by  this  Sun- 
day so  they  can  be  dedicated  in  second 
service.  We  will  announce  an  updated 
total  at  that  time.  Thanks  to  all 
who  are  giving  of  their  treasure  for 
its  restoration  and  improvement! 


Brighten 
for  an 


OUR  MINISTRY  TOGETHER  -  a  report   from  the  Flinn  (Marion) 
and  Kennedy  (Martinsville)   homes  for  the  aging,  which  we 


support  through  our  outreach  gifts. 

The  value  of  a  Christian  community  cannot  always  be 
measured  in  numbers.  Everyday  we  reach  out  to  older  mem- 
bers of  our  world  to  make  real  God's  commandments  of  love, 
care,  and  compassion.  No  matter  how  difficult  it  is  to 
report  intangibles,  we  must  be  accountable  for  those 
items  that  can  be  measured.  The  following  information 
tells  how  your  gifts  are  being  utilized  at  Flinn  Memorial 
Home  and  Kennedy  Living  Center. 

Ministry  can  be  measured  in  various  ways;  but  how 

can  we  convey  the  value  of  caring  to  you?  While  visiting 

one  woman  this  month  she  told  me, "Flinn  Home  is  my  heaven 

on  earth."  Her  happiness  cannot  be  measured  by  numbers. 

While  I  report  some  of  our  statistics,  do  keep  in  mind  the  important  intangibles  we 

provide  everyday.   People  know  they  are  valuable  only  when  they  are  valued  daily.   This 

happens  every  day  between  our  staff  and  residents.   They  know  they  are  special,  when 

they're  treated  with  special  care.  Our  residents  are  loved,  not  because  it  is  our  job, 

but  because  God  first  loved  us.   And  love  and  care  is  our  response. 

We  carry  out  God's  ministry,   twenty-four  hours  everyday,   in  your  name.  Here  are 
some  of  the  facts  and  figures: 

WHERE  DOES  OUR  FUNDING  COME  FROM? 
Individual  benevolent  gifts 
Resident  Fees 

BMF  and  Designated  Church  Receipts 
Other  income 
HOW  DO  WE  SERVE? 
Average  Age:   86 
Age  range:   Flinn  Memorial  Home   -  69  to  102 

Kennedy  Living  Center  -  58  to  99 
Females   87.3% 
Males     12.7% 
TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS  SERVED  IN  1985: 

Flinn  Memorial  Home     163 
Kennedy  Living  Center   113 
Ken-Mar  Apartments      131 
HOW  MANY  INDIVIDUALS  RECEIVE  BENEVOLENT  ASSISTANCE? 
Flinn  Memorial  Home.   At  Kennedy  Living  Center,  we  provided  4,277  patient  days  of  bene- 
volent assistance  in  1985.  We  expect  this  to  raise  in  1986. 

DO  WE  HELP  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  (DISCIPLES  OF  CHRIST)   MEMBERS  ONLY?   No,  we  care  for 
all  people  in  our  homes  who  need  financial  assistance. 

HOW  MANY  OF  OUR  RESIDENTS  AND  PATIENTS  ARE  DISCIPLES? 

Flinn  Memorial  Home      52.8%  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
Kennedy  Living  Center    46%   Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 


FLINN 

KENNEDY 

2.5% 

2.0% 

95.5% 

94.5% 

2.0% 

2.5% 

0.0% 

1.0% 

About  28.8%  were  helped  at 


FROM  PARSON   TO  PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

I  was  absolutely  shocked  when  Rabbi  Safran  appeared  in  worship  Sunday  to  present  me 
with  a  Certificate  of  Appreciation  from  Clergy  United  for  Action.   Serving  as  president 
of  this  group  for  two  years  has  been  a  real  growth  experience  for  me,   and  I  have  been 
continually  impressed  by  the  general  quality  of  clergy  who  serve  in  Fort  Wayne.   I  am 
sincerely  grateful  for  having  had  the  opportunity.   It's  wonderful  to  live  in  a  town  where 
the  clergy  can  speak  and  be  heard  on  public  issues  (the  focus  of  Clergy  United* s  action 
has  always  been  local  issues) . 

It  was  great  to  see  the  Wells  family  join  Sunday  (  we  now  have  two  Wells  families  — 
well,  well!  Sorry!).  There  are  a  number  of  others  moving  in  that  same  direction.  Pray 
for  these  folks  as  they  move  toward  membership. 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 


£AxL 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 


Recently  a  playwright  sent  the  script  for  a  movie  titled  "Everyone  Goes  to  Rick's 
Place"  to  thirty- three  producers.  Every  one  who  even  acknowledged  receiving  it  rejected 
it.   One  suggested  it  might  make  a  good  novel,  but  said  it  would  never  make  a  decent 
movie . 

Actually  it  was  a  screenplay  the  writer  had  written  years  ago.  He  had  only  changed 
the  names  of  the  characters  and  the  title,  which  originally  had  been  "Casablanca." 

One  could  say  that  tastes  have  changed.  One  could  point  out  that  the  movie  industry 
is  very  different  from  what  it  was  when  "Casablanca"  was  made.  Or  that  the  script  was 
never  that  good  to  begin  with.  But  why  is  "Casablanca"  still  revered  as  a  silver  screen 
classic? 

Because  "Casablanca"  was  more  than  a  script.   Because  it  was  an  outstanding  cast. 
It  was  an  outstanding  work  of  direction.   It  fit  well  with  its  contemporary  setting. 
Many  elements  came  together  to  make  "Casablanca"  a  classic,  only  one  element  of  which 
was  a  good  plot  embodied  in  a  good  (for  its  day)  script. 

And  so  the  church:  it  is  not  the  choir  alone,  or  the  Sunday  School,  or  the  ministers 
or  the  facilities,  or  any  other  specific  element.   It  is  not  even  the  book  upon  which  it 
claims  to  be  founded.   The  church  is  something  more  than  the  sum  total  of  its  parts.   The 
apostle  Paul  talks  about  the  church  as  a  whole  bunch  of  parts  which,  when  functioning 
together,  "embodies"  Christ!  So  then,  you  and  your  unique  contribution  to  the  life  of 
First  Christian  Church  here  in  Fort  Wayne  is  what  helps  make  this  congregation  a  "classic." 

(See  I  Corinthians  12:  12-31) 

Shalom, 


ATTENTION  DIACONATE: 

Please  call  in  the  dates  of  Sundays  you  cannot  serve  so  that  the.  July  through 
December  serving  schedule  can  be  made  correctly.   Call  dates  to  Diane  in  the  office 
by  Thursday,  June  12. 
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ALL  CHURCH  PICNIC 

The  All  Church  Picnic  this  year  will  be  very  different  from  our  past  picnics!  It 
will  be  at  Chain  0*  Lakes  State  Park  on  Saturday,  June  14,  from  10:00  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 
We  have  reserved  the  Shady  Ridge  Shelter  at  the  park,  so  the  picnic  will  be  held,  rain 
or  shine.  The  meal  will  be  at  12:30  p.m.  Bring  your  own  table  service  and  food  to 
share  (covered  dish).  Beverage  will  be  supplied  by  the  Membership  Committee.  At  the 
park,  there  is  swimming,  boating,  hiking,  and  bike  riding  available  and  you  are  urged  to 
bring  table  games  and  sports  equipment.  To  reach  the  park,  take  highway  33  north  to 
highway  9.  Turn  right  on  9  and  go  to  the  Chain  0'  Lakes  sign.  Turn  right  there  and  ask 
at  the  park  gate  for  directions  to  Shady  Ridge  Shelter.  It  is  very  near  the  beach. 
Come,  stay  as  much  of  the  day  as  you  can  and  enjoy  the  fun  and  fellowship. 


D.M.A.  -  ALL  WELCOME! 


The  Don't  Mention  Age  Fellowship  will  meet  Tuesday,  June  10,  to  go  out  to  lunch  and 
on  to  the  Fort  Wayne  Zoo.  We  will  also  plan  the  new  year's  program.  Visitors  are  wel- 
come! 


PLANNING  RETREAT 

This  Saturday,   June  7, 
are  not  meeting  then) . 


9:00  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m.  (Lay  Personnel  and  Outreach  &  Service 


PERSONNEL  COMMITTEE 

The  new  Personnel  Committee  will  meet  Monday,  June  9,  7:15  p.m.,  at  the  church. 


SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 

Tuesday,  June  10  -  6:35  p.m.  -  Lawton  #2 

Tuesday,  June  17  -  5:25  p.m.  -  Tillman  #3 

Tuesday,  June  24  -  6:35  p.m.  -  Lawton  #2 

Tuesday,  July  1  -  5:25  p.m.  -  Lawton  #3 


ATTENTION  DIACONATE 

Please  call  in  the  dates  of  Sundays  you  cannot  serve  so  that  the  July  through  Decem- 
ber schedule  can  be  made  correctly.   Call  dates  to  Diane  in  the  office  by  Thursday,  June 
12. 


A  BEAUTIFUL  GOLF  OUTING 


THANKS  EILEEN!  __ 

About  30  golfers  took  part  in  our  annual  outing  last  Saturday.  A  good  time  and  a 
good  meal  was  enjoyed  by  all  on  a  beautiful  day.  The  winning  team  was  Jack  Lindsay, 
John  Kelly,  Eileen  Klepfer  (the  organizer?  whoops!)  and  Ray  Stover. 


We  need 
a  lift, .. 


A  Capital  Improvement*  Project 
First  Christian  Church 
April  1986 


CAMPAIGN  REPORT 

What  a  beautiful  sight!  200 
balloons  with  yellow  ribbons  and  in- 
vitations to  worship  attached,  float- 
ing up  into  the  sky!  We  dedicated 
nearly  140,000.00  in  gifts  and  pled- 
ges Sunday,  yet  there  are  many  yet  to 
be  received.  We'll  keep  you  posted. 

If  you  have  not  yet  made  a 
pledge  or  gift  of  dollars  and/or 
prayers,  please  do  so  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. A  few  more  thousands  of  dol- 
lars will  assure  that  the  restrooms 
can  be  remodeled,  or  you  can  still 
designate  to  some  other  item  not  yet 
spoken  for. 

The  initial  bid  for  the  roof  re- 
placement came  in  _at  budget,  which 
was  a  great  relief.  Since  rough  es- 
timates are  very  difficult  to  make  on 
such  a  project. 

Capital  Fund  giving  envelopes 
will  be  available  soon  for  those  con- 
tributing weekly  or  monthly.  Thank 
you  for  your  part  in  making  this  cam- 
paign a  success ! 


A  THANK  YOU 

One  of  the  areas  of  our  church  life  that  is  really  "hopping"  is  the  music  program. 
Under  Helen  Donnell's  leadership,  the  adults,  the  youth,  and  the  children  have  all  had 
fun,  fellowship,  and  inspiration  while  singing  and  ringing.  We  are  most  fortunate  to 
have  Helen  with  us! 

I'd  like  to  mention  the  people  who  have  made  our  Tuesday  night  Children's  "Celebra- 
tion Choir"  program  go.  Nancy  Smith  assisted  Helen  with  the  program.  Terri  Pfenning 
was  "choir  mother"  this  year.  Deb  Miller  prepared  meals  for  the  whole  crew,  assisted  by 
Genie  Slick.  Vee  Parlette  accompanied  the  group,  and  Jerry  Zimmerman  volunteered  to 
accompany  for  some  three  months  while  Vee's  wrist  healed.  This  has  been  a  very  faithful 
crew  and  many  many  children  benefited  from  their  hard  work.  A  big  "thank  you"  to  you 
all! 

Dick  Hamm 


NEEDED  -  SUMMER  CHILD  CARE 

Summer  child  care  is  needed  in  my  home  2  to  3  days 
area.   Call  Bev  Hudlow  at  747-4849  if  interested. 


a  week.   Lakeshores-Waynedale 


The  Chancel  Choir  would  like  to  sell  the  drum  set  which  is  in  the  Choir  Room  -  $100. 
Please  call  Helen  Donnell  (432-0152)  if  you  are  interested.   It  would  make  a  good  practice 
instrument  for  a  budding  percussionist. 

Tapes  of  Choir  Sunday,  May  12,  are  available  in  the  office  for  $1.00. 


CONGRATULATIONS! 

(Jtznn  and  Lola  UiZlzn.  ceJte.bn.atzd  theMi  60th  we.ddU.ng  annivzruaAy  tku  Sunday! 
Ellen  Buchanan  ih   101  yzaju>  old! 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

A  few  weeks  ago,  Gina  Mielke  and  her  husband,  Paul,  moved  from  Fort  Wayne  to  Fort 
Lauderdale,  Florida.  Gina  had  been  a  member  here  at  F.C.C.  for  less  than  a  year  (she 
was  invited  by  Mary  Novachcof f)  .  Before  leaving,  she  came  by  to  see  me  and  she  said 
some  things  I  want  to  pass  on  to  you. 

She  said  that  she  felt  very  strongly  that  the  Lord  had  called  her  to  First  Christian 
Church.   She  had  grown  and  been  nourished  here  in  ways  that  had  helped  her  move  into  a 
new  chapter  in  her  life,   and  she  was  most  grateful  for  our  ministry  to  her  as  a  congre- 
gation! 

Well,  it  made  my  week!  When  people  perceive  that  God  has  used  First  Christian  as  a 
channel  through  which  God's  grace  is  received  and  accepted,  I  know  that  no  matter  how  we 
may  sometimes  fail  as  a  church,  we  most  certainly  succeed  at  least  some  of  the  time  in 
the  most  important  ways. 

One  other  note  about  this.  God  called  Gina  to  this  church,  but  it  was  Mary's  eager- 
ness to  invite  a  friend  to  church  that  made  it  possible  for  Gina  to  find  what  she  needed 
and  what  God  wanted  for  her. 

We  frequently  speak  of  inviting  people  to  church  as  though  it  was  to  make  the  church 
bigger,  and  it  does  of  course.  But  that's  not  the  real  reason  we  need  to  invite  people. 
We  need  to  invite  people  to  worship  because  God  may  very  well  want  that  person  here  to 
receive  some  special  gift  and  nurture,  or  to  make  some  special  contribution  to  the  King- 
dom.  Thus,  by  inviting  people,  we  become  a  channel  for  God's  grace  and  will which 

is  a  pretty  exciting  prospect,  I'd  say! 

We'll  miss  Gina.  She's  a  beautiful  person.  But  remember  her  story,  because  she 
has  reminded  us  of  what  it  really  means  to  be  the  Church ......  and  so  has  Mary! 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 

P.S.  My  Sunday  School  class  will  begin  a  new  study  this  Sunday.   Anyone  without  an 
adult  class  is  welcome!  We  meet  in  the  parlor. 


Hi!   My  name  is  Karla  Dyer  and  I  am  the  summer  intern.   As  I  write  this  my  watch 
says  it's  5:00  a.m.  on  Saturday.   I  am  taking  a  moment  to  rest  during  the  youth  group's 
lock-in.   This  has  been  a  very  interesting  evening,  meeting  all  the  youth  and  getting  to 
know  them.   One  puzzling  thing,  I  always  thought  people  slept  at  night!   I  guess  not  at 
a  lock- in. 

My  home  church  is  Southside  Christian  Church  in  Kokomo.  I  have  three  older  sisters 
who  are  married  and  are  starting  their  own  families.  Through  my  family's  love  and  en- 
couragement I  have  truly  learned  how  important  God  is. 

I  look  forward  to  meeting  each  of  you.  I  hope  to  share  my  talents  with  you  as  you 
share  your  church  and  individual  ministry's  with  me. 

In  Christ's  Love, 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP   -  6-1-86 

Heather  Bunch,   4218  Beaver;  Edgar  Hutchinson,   422  W.   Oakdale  Drive;  Marjorie  Cox, 
Syracuse,  IN. 
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ALL  CHURCH  PICNIC  -  (NOTE  CHANGE  IN  DIRECTIONS  TO  CHAIN  0* LAKES  DUE  TO  CONSTRUCTION 

The  All  Church  Annual  Picnic  this  year  is  this  Saturday,  June  14,  at  Chain  0' Lakes 
State  Park.  It  is  10:00  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m.  and  those  at  the  all  church  camp  out  will  join 
us  for  the  potluck  noon  meal  at  12:30  p.m.  at  Shady  Ridge  Shelter,  near  the  park  beach. 
Since  last  week's  Tidings  we  have  learned  that  highway  33  is  temporarily  closed.  State 
police  advise  that  we  take  U.S.  30  to  Route  9  at  Columbia  City.  Take  this  north  to  the 
Chain  0' Lakes  Park  sign.  Turn  right  there  to  the  park  entrance  and  ask  there  for  speci- 
fic directions  to  get  to  the  shelter. 

Come,  bring  a  covered  dish  to  share  and  your  own  table  service.  Beverage  will  be 
furnished  by  the  Membership  Committee.  Enjoy  the  natural  recreation  of  swimming  (if  the 
weather  cooperates),  boating,  fishing,  hiking,  etc.  or  bring  table  games  and  sports 
equipment.   Come  one,  come  all,  and  stay  as  much  of  the  day  as  you  can! 

PARENT'S  NIGHT  OUT  -  FRIDAY,  JUNE  20 

The  Falbe's,  9806  Roe  Drive,  will  host  this  event  at  their  house,  6:30  p.m.  All 
parents  are  welcome  to  take  a  night  off  from  parenting  and  come  and  enjoy  some  adult 
fellowship!  Bring  a  covered  dish  and  something  to  cook-out  for  your  family.  Call 
Carolyn  (432-6235)  to  RSVP,  or  the  church  office. 


SINGLES!   FIESTA! 

We'll  be  going  to     Chi-Chi's  together  this  Sunday  night,   June   15,    6:30  p.m. 
call  the   church  to  RSVP    (744-3239).      All  singles   are  welcome! 


Please 


SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 

Tuesday,  June  17  -  5:25  p.m.  -  Tillman  #3 

Tuesday,  June  24  -  6:35  p.m.  -  Lawton  #2 

Tuesday,  July  1  -  5:25  p.m.  -  Lawton  #3 

QUADRENNIAL 

Again,  we  are  asking  that  all  those  registered  for  Quadrennial  please  call  the 
church  office  or  Peggy  Buskirk  (745-3365)  so  you  can  share  in  the  interest  money  from 
the  Edna  Vaught  fund  that  is  specified  to  assist  those  going  to  Quadrennial. 

MONDAY  MORNING  STUDY  GROUP 

The  Monday  Morning  Study  Group  will  meet  on  the  church  parking  lot  at  11:30  a.m. 
on  Monday,  June  16,  to  go  out  to  lunch.   This  will  be  our  last  meeting  until  fall. 

GARAGE  SALE  REPORT 

The  garage  sale  on  May  15  &  16  netted  us  a  grand  total  of  $848.79,  all  expenses 
paid!  Again,  thanks  to  everyone  who  helped  in  any  way  -  donations  of  saleable  items, 
foods,  work.   Didn't  we  really  have  a  good  time,  too? 

C.W.F.  BOARD 

The  C.W.F.  Board  will  meet  in  the  Conference  Room  immediately  after  second  worship 
service  for  a  short  meeting  on  Sunday,  June  22! 


A  reader  of  the  British  Weekly  sent  this  letter  to  the  editor: 
Dear  Sir: 

It  seems  ministers  feel  their  sermons  are  very  important  and  spend  a  great 
deal  of  time  preparing  for  them.  I  have  been  attending  a  church  service  quite 
regularly  for  the  past  30  years  and  I  have  probably  heard  3,000  of  them.  To 
my  consternation,  I  discovered  that  I  cannot  remember  a  single  sermon.... 

Sincerely, 

Parishoner 


The  pastor  of  St.   Luke's  Episcopal  Church  sent  the 
Naugle  of  Macungie,   PA.) 

Dear  Sir: 


following  reply.    (From  Pastor  C.V, 


Mobile,  Ala. 


I  have  been  married  for  30  years.  During  that  time  I  have  eaten  32,850 
meals  —  mostly  of  my  wife's  cooking.  Suddenly,  I  have  discovered  that  1  can- 
not remember  the  menu  of  a  single  meal.  And  yet,  I  received  nourishment  from 
every  single  one  of  them.  I  have  the  distinct  impression  that  without  them 
I  would  have  starved   to  death  long  ago. 

Sincerely, 

The  Pastor 


Copied 


THANK  YOU 

We  want  to  <Lxpnui>  oua  gAatiXudz 
and  thank*  to  all  o&  you  {fin,  making 
oua  anniv&AAOAy  a  viAy  happy  ocai- 
i^on.  Thank  you.  aJUo  Ion.  thz.  aaAdb, 
gt&tb,  and  good  WAj>hoj>.  Thank  you. 
Vn..  Harm  faon.  thz  lovely  pAayoAl 

Cod  Biz**  You  Ml. 

Glenn  S  Lola  VJUULlK 

NEEDED  -  SUMMER  CHILD  CARE 

Summer  child  care  is  needed  in 
my  home  2  to  3  days  a  week.  Lake- 
shores-Waynedale  area.  Call  Bev 
Hudlow  at  747-4849  if  interested. 


I  APPRECIATED  THIS   STORY  WHICH  I  SAW  IN 
JOHN   GLOSSER'S  NEWSLETTER  FROM  ELKHART 

CENTRAL  CHRISTIAN _  

During  Kis  visit  to  the  U.S.  Bishop 
Desmond  Tutu  preached  at  the  chapel  of 
Duke  University  in  Durham,  N.C.  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Willimon,  Duke's  university  pastor, 
described  that  experience  in  an  article 
in  "The  Christian  Century"  magazine.  In 
the  article,  Dr.  Willimon  reports  both  the 
setting  and  the  content  of  Bishop  Tutu's 
sermon: 

"Just  as  we  were  singing 

When  through  the  deep  waters  I  call  to 

go. 

The  rivers  of  woe  shall  not  thee  over- 
flow; 

For  I  shall  be  with  thee  thy  troubles 
to  bless, 
And  sanctify  to  thee  thy  deepest  distress 
the  doors  of  the  chapel  burst  open  and  in  swept  a  little  man  in  a  clerical  collar  and  a 
bright  purple  shirt.   People  kept  singing  as  he  jogged  down  the  aisle.   Then  they  stood 
on  their  chairs,  cheering  and  weeping. 

"The  little  man  climbed  the  steps  of  the  puplit.  We  soon  discovered  that  he  would 
not  be  speaking  on  apartheid— at  least  not  in  any  simple  or  direct  way.  He  took  as  his 
text  the  story  of  Elijah  and  the  prophets  of  Baal.   The  issue  for  Christians,  he  told 

(CON'T.  PAGE  3) 


us, 


FROM  PARSON   TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

For  me,   summer  starts  officially  the  day  after  the  Planning  Retreat!   This  was 
once  again,   a  fine  event  with  a  lot  of  excellent  ideas  and  plans  for  the  next  year. 
We're  getting  good  at  this  planning  process,   and  it  shows!   My  thanks  to  all  who  were 
present  and  worked  so  hard! 

We're  enjoying  having  Karla  Dyer  here  as  our  intern.  She  arrived  at  kind  of  a 
"wild"  time,  but  then  it's  usually  pretty  wild  around  here,  so  she's  getting  an  honest 
picture!  I  am  most  grateful  to  Mary  and  Terry  King  for  providing  their  home  for  Karla' s 
summer  residence! 

It  was  neat  to  see  the  Shorts  last  Sunday.  Rumor  has  it  that  another  former  staff 
family  will  be  visiting  us  this  Sunday  (Harold  &  Ruby) ! 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 


<D^f 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

The  saying  goes  that  the  only  sure  things  in  life  are  death  and  taxes.  Let  me  add 
one  more  universal  to  this  dictum:  change.  And,  like  death  and  taxes,  change  is  a 
rather  uncomfortable  reality. 

I  feel  most  secure  when  my  life  is  predictable  and  stable,  when  I  know  I  have  a 
job  to  go  to,  and  where  the  next  meal  is  coming  from,  and  that  my  family  will  be  home 
when  I  get  there  this  evening. 

But  jobs  change.  Financial  rises  come  and  go.  Families  grow  and  change  and  are 
never  quite  the  same  day  to  day,  year  to  year. 

And  we  change.  Our  politics  shift  to  the  left  or  the  right.  Our  self  confidence 
is  deepened  or  shaken  through  the  years.  We  come  to  know  ourselves  better  or  come  to 
see  ourselves  as  a  deepening  mystery  (or  both!).  Our  children  grow  and  leave  home.  Our 
hair  falls  out.  Change  is  exciting,  exhilerating,  relieving,  threatening,  painful,  and 
always  anxiety-ridden. 

So  I  pass  along  to  you  some  words  from  John  A.T.  Robinson:  "We  need  not  fear  flux. 
God  is  in  the  rapids  as  much  as  in  the  rocks,  and  we  are  free  to  swim  and  not  merely 
cling." 

God  acts  in  change  as  well  as  in  stability.  Take  a  deep  breath  and  keep  swimming. 
(Read  Romans  8:18-25). 


^  U-A.  (  O  <"t  .  <<4fi^o-i 


CON'T.  FROM  PAGE  2 

is  always  whether  to  bow  to  true  or  false  gods.  Taking  his  cue  from  Elijah,  Tutu  gently 
ridiculed  the  silly  contemporary  prophets  of  Baal  who  expect  their  idols  to  save  them. 
Nations,  oppressive  regimes  and  unjust  rulers  had  better  take  care,  because  a  stooped, 
poor  old  woman  walking  the  streets  of  Soweto  has  more  significance  to  God  than  those 
whom  the  world  calls  powerful.  "These  rulers  are  going  to  try  to  stand  against  the  al- 
mighty love  of  God?  Hah!" 

"it  was  a  sermon  on  an  ancient  story,  he  said,  that  uncovers  "The  real  subversive- 
ness  of  the  Christian  faith."  Faith  subverts  injustice  by  convincing  that  old  woman  in 
Soweto  that  she  is  a  beloved  child  of  a  loving  and  just  God.  No  earthly  power  can  long 
withstand  this  assault,  proclaimed  Tutu,  who  said  that  what  keeps  him  going  in  his  times 
of  self-pity  or  despair  is  the  knowledge  that  a  Catholic  nun  in  California  or  a  Lutheran 
pastor  in  Alaska  is  praying  for  him  by  name  at  the  beginning  of  each  day." 
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First  Christian  Church 


744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  June  18.  1986  No.  24 


PARENT'S  NIGHT  OUT  -  THIS  FRIDAY,  JUNE  20 

The  Falbe's,  9806  Roe  Drive,  will  host  this  event  at  their  house,  6:30  p.m.  All 
parents  are  welcome  to  take  a  night  off  from  parenting  and  come  and  enjoy  some  adult 
fellowship!    Bring  a  covered  dish  and  something  to  cook-out  for  your  family. 

Call  Carolyn  Falbe  (432-6235)  if  you  still  haven't  RSVP'd! 

BREAD  FOR  THE  WORLD  PRESENTATION 

All  adults  are  invited  to  a  special  presentation  this  Sunday,  June  22,  9:30  a.m., 
in  fellowship  hall.   The  program  will  bring  information  regarding  the  Universal  Child 
Immunization  Bill  before  Congress.   The  program  is  brought  by  our  chapter  of  Bread  For 
the  World  and  will  be  led  by  Lori  Lewis,  District  Coordinator  and  Dick  Hamm,   chapter 
moderator.  You  can  learn  something  and  you  can  _do  something  that  will  matter! 

C.W.F.  BOARD 

The  C.W.F.  Board  will  meet  in  the  Conference  Room  immediately  after  second  worship 
service  for  a  short  meeting  on  Sunday,  June  22. 


COMMITTEES  MEET 


Tuesday,  June  24,   7:00  -  8:00  p.m.,  Babysitting  by  request 

The  new  program  committees  will  meet  Tuesday,  June  24,  to  finalize  plans  for  the 
new  year.   Babysitting  will  be  provided  by  request  only  (call  the  office  at  744-3239). 

WAGON  WHEEL  THEATER  OUTING  -  "THE  STUDENT  PRINCE" 

All  are  welcome  to  join  in  this  annual  outing  to  the  Wagon  Wheel  Playhouse  in 
Warsaw.   "The  Student  Prince"  is  Sigmund  Romberg's  musical  story  of  thwarted  romance  and 
royal  marriage. 

Our  tentative  date  is  Thursday,   July  10,   departing  the  church  by  motor  coach  at 
6:30  p.m.  Bus  fare  and  ticket  are  $12.00  per  person. 

Reserve  your  tickets  by  calling  the  church  office  (744-3239)  by  Saturday.  June  28! 
All  are  welcome! 


140th  REGIONAL  ASSEMBLY 

Christian    (Shurck  in  JfnJiana 
IDi$uri.£.f  (W-'OttOT) 

CLARKSVILLE,  INDIANA 
OCTOBER  24-25,1986 


SYMPATHY 

Emma  Schell  died  Wednesday,  June  4,  and  her  funeral  was  June  6,  Dr.  Hamm  presiding. 
Our  prayers  go  out  for  daughter  Schellie  Englehart  and  the  rest  of  the  family. 

Alyce  Fuchshuber  died  last  Tuesday,  June  10,  at  Lutheran  Home.  Her  funeral  was 
Thursday,  Dr.  Hamm  presiding.   Our  prayers  go  out  for  her  daughter,  Janice  Ashton. 

Art  Huddles ton  died  Friday,  June  13,  after  a  long  illness.  His  funeral  was  Tuesday, 
June  17,  Dr.  Hamm  presiding.   Our  prayers  go  out  for  Florence. 

Dolly  Arnold,  the  mother  of  our  church  secretary,  Diane  Johnson,  died  Friday,  June 
13th.  Her  funeral  was  Monday  at  Faith  Lutheran  Church.  Our  prayers  are  with  Diane  and 
her  family. 


In  the  Fellowship  Hall  you  will  see  a  mobile  suspended 
from  the  ceiling.   It  has  on  its  various  parts  the  amounts  of 
money  we  gave  as  a  congregation  last  year  to  the  various 
agencies  and  units  of  the  Church.   Take  a  moment  to  look  it 
over  and  feel  Christian  pride  at  what  you  have  helped  enable! 


EUNICE  CONRAD  TO  TEACH  IN  CHINA 

Eunice  will  be  teaching  English  to  Chinese  students  this  summer  as  well  as  wit- 
nessing privately  to  her  faith.  She  will  be  there  with  the  English  Language  Institute/ 
China.  We  look  forward  to  a  report  from  her  when  she  returns  August  21!  Our  prayers  go 
with  her. 

CHURCH  CAMPERS 

The  following  youth  are  going  to  Camp  Barbee  this  summer  on  the  dates  indicated: 

June  16  -  21:   Jimmy  Davis  June  23  -  28:   Clara  Wells 

David  Hamm 

Jason  Krull  July  13-19:   Tammy  Davis 

Josh  Lytle 
Danny  Mory 
Steve  Mullen 


SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 

Tuesday,  June  24  -  6:35  p.m. 
Tuesday,  July  1  -  5:25  p.m, 


-  Lawton  #2 

-  Lawton  //3 


To  seek  peace,  to  make  peace,  or  to 
keep  peace  we  need  peacemakers,  men 
and  women,  under  God's  control,  at 
peace  within  themselves,  a  fellowship 
rising  above  the  barriers  of  race  and 
nation,   an  army  of  life-changers, 
demonstrating  the  friendship  of  the 
new  world  order.  -Stephen  Foot 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 


Dear  Friends, 


While  I  welcome  the  opportunity  to  minister  to  our  congregational  family,  It  is 
painful  to  do  funeral  after  funeral,  even  though  there  is  also  a  sense  of  relief,  joy, 
and  thanksgiving  for  the  life  and  witness  of  those  who  have  passed  on.  It  is  hard  for 
us  to  accept  death  as  a  part  of  God's  plan  for  life,  especially  when  it  involves  someone 
we  really  care  about,  but  it  is.  For  the  Christian  who  has  thought  about  it,  death  is 
no  longer  the  mortal  enemy  and  is  sometimes  even  recognizable  as  a  friend  in  the  face  of 
long  suffering  and  a  life  that  has  been  fulfilled.  It  is  for  us  to  remember  our  loved 
ones  and  friends  and  to  give  thanks  for  the  gifts  they  shared  with  us.  Then,  it  is  for 
us  to  redouble  our  concern  for  the  living,  to  invest  ourselves  in  them,  and  to  tell  them 
now  and  often,  "I  love  you." 


See  you  Sunday! 


Love, 


&£> 


P.S.  My  sermon  Sunday  is  entitled  "The  Cave  of  Self-Pity"  based  on  I  Kings  19.  This  is 
a  sermon  for  anyone  who  has  been  occasionally  overwhelmed  by  self-pity  (that  should  cov- 
er just  about  everybody,    I   think!). 


Hello  again! 

As  I  finish  my  second  week  here  at  First  Christian,   I  am  finally  able  to  start 
putting  names  and  faces  together.   I  am  learning  alot  from  your  congregation  and  I  look 
forward  to  learning  more  as  I  work  with  the  youth  group  and  Sunday  school  class  as  well 
as  various  committees. 

Wednesday  when  I  went  home,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  watch  my  nephew  play  baseball. 
Now  he  can  hit  homeruns,  but  sometimes  he  swings  the  bat  and  strikes  out.  The  more  he 
tries  the  more  frustrated  he  becomes.  I  think  sometimes  this  is  true  for  members  of  the 
church  also.  Sometimes  we  think  going  to  church  and  tithing  everyweek  will  make  us  more 
favorable  in  God's  eyes.  Although  these  are  important,  God  also  wants  us  to  pray  for 
others,  volunteer  to  work  on  a  committee,  or  just  give  another  person  a  hug  and  friendly 
"Hello".  Maybe  the  best  way  to  hit  a  homerun  for  God  is  to  do  the  little  things  we 
often  overlook  as  well  as  the  things  such  as  going  to  church  that  we  all  know  are  im- 
portant! 


In  Christ, 


M/2X£L 


John  O.  Humbert 
General  Minister 
and  President 


John  0.  Humbert  was  elected  the  third  General  Minister 
and  President  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
at  the  1985  General  Assembly.  One  of  Dr.  Humbert's  goals  is 
to  strengthen  the  quality  of  congregational  life.  Sketch  of 
Dr,  Humbert  courtesy  of  "The  Disciple." 
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WAGON  WHEEL  THEATER  OUTING 

All  are  welcome  to  join  in  this  annual  outing  to  the  Wagon  Wheel  Playhouse  in  War- 
saw. "The  Student  Prince"  is  Sigmund  Romberg's  musical  story  of  thwarted  romance  and 
royal  marriage. 

Our  tentative  date  is  Thursday,  July  10,  departing  the  church  by  motor  coach  at 
6:30  p.m.  Bus  fare  and  ticket  are  $12.00  per  person. 

Reserve  your  tickets  by  calling  the  church  office  (744-3239)  by  Saturday.  June  28! 
All  are  welcome! 

CHURCH  CAMPERS 

In  addition  to  those  listed  last  week,  Elizabeth  Christoules  was  at  Barbee.  This 
week,  Clara  Wells  is  at  Barbee. 

Gene  Lantz  is  directing  a  camp  at  Barbee  this  week.  Gene  is  one  of  our  newest  mem- 
bers and  is  actually  involved  in  the  Regional  Camping  program. 

SPECIAL  MEETING  OF  THE  NEW  BOARD 

The  new  Board  will  meet  Tuesday,  July  1,  7:30  p.m.,  at  the  church.  We  will  decide 
the  location  of  the  elevator  and  new  restrooms. 

On  Tuesday,  July  8,  6:00  p.m.,  the  Board  will  meet  at  the  church  for  supper.  The 
agenda  will  include  installation  by  Dr.  Howard  Goodrich,  Regional  Minister,  and  consid- 
eration of  the  1986-87  program  budget. 

Telephone  regrets  to  744-3239. 

AREA  I  NEW  CHURCH  COMMITTEE 

"    This  Committee  will  meet  at  Saturn  Christian  Church  on  Monday,  June  30,  7:15  p.m. 

All  interested  persons  welcome. 

SINGLES ! 

Our  next  meeting  will  be  at  Mike  Piatt's  place.  After  meeting,  we'll  adjourn  to 
the  Three  Rivers  Festival  Fireworks  display!  RSVP  at  744-3239. 

MEN'S  RETREAT  AT  BARBEE 

The  Regional  Christian  Men's  Fellowship  will  be  gathering  for  retreat  at  Barbee 
September  19-21.  All  men  are  invited.  Its  a  great  opportunity  for  fellowship  and  in- 
spiration. Call  Dick  Hamm  to  register  or  for  more  information. 

CYF/CHI  RHO  meet  this  Sunday,  June  29,  and  every  other  week  until  the  end  of  summer.  Be 
at  the  church  at  5:30  p.m.  Karla  Dyer,  our  summer  intern  will  give  her  leadership  for 
this  program! 

SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 

Tuesday,  July  1  -  5:25  p.m.   Lawton  #3 


OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  SERVICE!    DAYBREAK  VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

REQUIREMENTS: 

-21  years  of  age  or  more 

-provides  three  personal  references  other  than  family 

-attends  an  interview  with  Volunteer  Coordinator 

-completes  a  9  hour  orientation 

-receives  a  T.B.  test  and  physical  exam  current  within  6  months  of  starting  date 

-makes  a  basic  6  months  commitment  of  two,  4  hour  shifts  per  month 

QUALIFICATIONS : 

-previous  experience  in  child  care  or  clerical  ability  is  important 

-has  a  desire  and  concern  for  nurturing  children 

-has  ability  to  be  flexible  and  adapt  to  task  at  hand 

-capacity  to  work  with  others  as  part  of  a  team 

-respect  the  privacy  of  Daybreak  clients 

-maintain  a  sense  of  responsibility  and  dependability 

-have  a  willingness  to  learn,  to  share  time  and  energy 

BENEFITS: 

-knowing  that  you  are  part  of  a  solution  to  a  problem,  rather  than  just  talking 

about  it 
-meeting  and  working  with  others  who  share  similar  interests  and  concerns 
-giving  care  and  attention  to  children  who  are  in  need 

-feeling  appreciated,  that  Daybreak  cannot  help  others  without  volunteer  support 
-acquiring  or  expanding  skills  and  experience  that  can  be  used  in  other  areas  of 

ones  lifes 
-the  response  from  a  child  -  a  smile,  a  hug,  a  happy  word 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  VOLUNTEERING  PLEASE  CALL  AND  ASK  FOR  AN  APPLICATION  TO  BE  SENT 
OUT  TO  YOU.   CALL  424-7478  or  call  Mimie  -  458-9351  (I  love  the  job!). 


AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -  6-22-86 

Jose  &  Amy  Anaya,    2715  Stardale;  Margaret  Baumarm,   2129  Broadway;  Alice  Mendenhall, 


Worship,  exhibits,  business  sessions,  a  book  store, 
and  seminars  will  all  be  part  of  the  1986  Indiana  Re- 
gional Assembly  planned  for  October  24-25  in  Clarksville, 
Indiana.  The  theme  of  the  Assembly  this  year  is  "Hearing 
God  s  Call... Living  Our  Journey."  Our  church  is  entitled 
to  4  voting  delegates.  Any  number  of  non-voting  dele- 
gates may  attend.  See  Dick  for  more  information.  If  in- 
terested in  being  a  voting  delegate,  contact  Dick  immedi- 
ately. 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

I  went  to  Mindy's  20th  High  School  Class  Reunion  in  Bluff ton  last  weekend  (it  will 
be  her  turn  to  go  to  mine  in  August!).  All  in  all,  it  was  a  very  enjoyable  evening. 
She  belongs  to  a  nice  class. 

Reunions  of  any  kind  always  make  me  think.   The  20th  High  School  Reunion  is  parti- 
cularly poignant  for  me.  Why?  Because,  it  is  the  reunion  closest  to  our  40th  birthdays! 
On  the  one  hand,  you  see  that  your  peers  have  taken  solid  places  in  the  world.   In  a 
sense,  we  have,  during  these  20  years,  still  been  preparing,  just  as  we.  were  in  high 
school.  But  now  we  are  "the  establishment."  On  the  other  hand,  overagainst  this  feeling 
of  finally  having  gotten  "started"  is  the  underlying  sense  of  urgency  that  one  experiences 
at  such  an  affair.   We  are,  afterall,  half  way  through  our  time  (approximately,  and  Lord 
willing)!  We're  finally  established  and  yet  we're  half  way  through  our  time. 

My!  As  Dorothy  said  in  Munchkinland,  "people  come  and  go  so  quickly  here!"  To  me, 
this  all  means  that  rather  than  living  for  this  great  event  in  our  lives  or  for  that 
great  milestone,  we  had  better  seek  to  enjoy  each  day  of  the  journey  as  it  presents  it- 
self! May  God  help  us  each  to  "smell  the  roses",  or  whatever  happens  to  be  in  blossom  at 
this  particular  time  of  our  individual  lives.  Thank  God  that  every  part  of  life  has  its 
own  joys  and  pleasures  and  challenges,  that  each  season  of  one's  life  has  its  own  peculiar 
and  beautiful  blossoms. 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 
P.S.   This  week's  sermon  is  "Love  and  Judgement"  and  is  based  on  Amos  7:7-9. 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

I  again  have  the  privilege  of  watching  a  child  push  himself  along  in  the  process  of 
learning  to  control  his  body,  in  getting  it  to  do  the  things  he  wants  it  to  do.  It  is 
not  fatherly  pride  (what  have  I  got  to  do  with  it?)  but  awe  when  I  see  Albert  driven  by 
some  built  in  push  to  try  to  get  up  on  hands  and  knees.  Physical  growth  I  can  under- 
stand. This  kind  of  growth,  motivated  by,  what?  instinct?  pure  individual  desire? 
This  is  mystery. 

The  "problem  of  pain",  of  why  "bad  things  happen  to  good  people",  receives  alot  of 
attention  among  theologians  and  clergy.   So  it  should.   But  coequal  in  stature  is  the 
opposite  "problem":   The  problem  of  growth.  Why  does  an  infant  or  a  fawn  or  even  a  pea 
plant,   struggle  so  with  growth?  Why  do  I  wrestle  with  myself  and  my  environment  so  in- 
tensely, working  for  growth  and  betterment  of  myself  and  the  world  out  there? 

It  is  a  mystery,  but  it  is  a  God  given,  God  blessed  mystery,  and  is  one  of  the  rea- 
sons I  believe  there  is  a  God,  a  God  whom  I  can  trust.  A  world  without  God  could  do 
nothing  but  wither.   Our  world  grows  and  changes  and  struggles  with  itself.   Thank  God! 
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SINGLES 

Our  next  meeting  will  be  on  July  20,  6:30  p.m.,  at  Mike  Piatt's  place.  After  meet- 
ing,  we'll  adjourn  to   the  Three  Rivers  Festival  Fireworks  display!      RSVP   at   744-3239. 

MEN'S   RETREAT  AT  BARBEE   -   "SEEK  YE   FIRST   THE  KINGDOM  OF   GOD" 

The  Regional  Christian  Men's  Fellowship  will  be  gathering  for  retreat  at  Barbee 
September  19-21.  All  men  are  invited.  Its  a  great  opportunity  for  fellowship  and  in- 
spiration.     Call  Dick  Hamm  to  register  or  for  more  information. 

VOTING  DELEGATES   NEEDED  FOR  REGIONAL  ASSEMBLY 

Contact  Dick  Hamm  or  Mildred  Hartman  if  you  wish  to  serve  as  a  voting  delegate  to 
our  Biennial  Regional  Assembly  at  Clarksville,    Indiana,   October  24-25. 

SOFTBALL  -  as   of  this  writing,  we  have  not  yet  received  the  second  half   schedule. 


"Attend  Church" 
While  on  Vacation 


DON'T  FORGET  THE  CHURCH  DURING  SUMMER 

What  percentage  goal  should  we  strive  for  in  stewardship 
giving?  The  Old  Testament  reveals  that  God,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  his  contacts  with  men,  instructed  his  followers  to 
give  one  tenth  of  their  income  to  him  (Lev.  27:30).  Those  in 
the  New  Testament  Church  were  directed  to  give  proportionately 
as  God  prospered  them  (I  Cor.  16:2).  This  church  invites  its 
members  to  seriously  consider  percentage  giving  as  a  recogni- 
tion that  all  life  belongs  to  the  Lord  who  gave  his  all  for  us. 


The  Stewardship  Committee 


WELCOME  NEW  MEMBERS 

Don  &  Connie  Kampenga  transferred  their  membership  from  Ninth  Street  Christian 
Church  in  Logansport.  They  live  at  6916  Mohican  Trail  46804,  phone  number  is  436-2109. 

Welcome  Don  &  Connie! 

BOARD  MEETING  -  6;00  p.m..  Tuesday,  July  8 

Please  telephone  regrets  only  to  744-3239  as  this  is  a  dinner  meeting  which  will  be 
catered. 


OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  SERVICE 

The  Allen  County  Cancer  Society  needs  voluntary  receptionists  on  Monday  afternoons, 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  or  Fridays.  Any  number  of  hours  would  be  appreciated.  Call  Mimi 
Westerfield  for  more  information  (485-9351)  or  ask  Dick  Hamm  for  a  volunteer  service 
application. 


OFFICE  NOTES 

It  has  been  suggested  that  we  extend  our  office  hours  another  2  hours  dally  so  they 
will  be  8:00  a.m.  -  5:00pp. m. .  It  is  our  hope  to  cover  3:00  -  5:00  p.m.  daily  with  vol- 
unteers. If  you  would  like  to  volunteer  to  serve  an  afternoon  or  two  a  week,  give  Dick 
a  call.  You  would  answer  the  phones  and  do  various  otherr  clerical  tasks  according  to 
your  skills. 

Diane  Johnson,  our  very  capable  and  talented  secretary,  goes  to  half  days  in  July 
and  August.  Francesca  Goheen  will  be  working  for  these  two  months  from  noon  -  3:00  p.m. 
daily.  We  welcome  her  to  our  staff  for  these  eight  weeks. 

Karla  Dyer,  our  summer  intern,  spent  last  week  at  Barbee  Conference  Center  assist- 
ing camp  director  Gene  Lantz  with  a  Chi-Bho  session. 

Don  Wiltfong  will  be  on  vacation  July  7-21,  but  Dick  will  be  available.  Dick  will 
be  on  vacation  August  1-16. 

A  NOTE  FROM  THE  CLEVELAND  CHRISTIAN  HOME  WHICH  WE  HELP  SUPPORT  THROUGH  OUR  MISSION  GIV- 
ING AT  FIRST  CHRISTIAN 

A  lot  of  exciting  things  have  been  happening  around  the  Cleveland  Christian  Home. 

During  the  last  year  we  served  340  children;  131  children  in  residential  care  and 
209  children  in  flay  Care. 

Our  Kindergarten  Day  Care  class  graduated  9  children.  Their  families  were  invited 
to  help  celebrate. 

Several  of  our  residential  children  have  come  close  to  no  real  childhood  at  all. 
Extreme  poverty,  broken  homes,  drunkenness,  drugs  or  abuse  have  robbed  these  children  of 
their  right  to  be  children  and  caused  them  to  be  emotionally  distrubed.  My  staff  and  I 
are  working  to  restore  what  has  been  taken  away. 

Summer  activities  planned  for  these  children  are  closely  supervised  and,  in  most 
cases,  are  part  of  their  treatment  plan.  It  would  not  be  possible  for  us  to  provide  the 
care  and  treatment  the  children  need  if  it  were  not  for  your  help.  Because  of  the  in- 
terest and  support  you  and  the  members  of  your  congregations  share  with  us,  we  are  able 
to  provide  the  care  and  treatment  the  children  need. 

Sincerely, 

John  F.  Petten 
Executive  Director 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP   ~  $-29-86 

Gregory  &  Nancy  lewis,  2756  E.  Paulding  Road  #8;  Christine  Rodgers,  511  Pinetree; 
George  Perkins,  Anchorage,  KI;  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Claude  linn,  Paulding,  OH;  Mrs.  Harmon  I. 
leaders,   Defiance,  OH;  Sarah,   J.R.,   &  Eddie  Marshall,  Decatur,  IN. 

THE  DOXOLOGY 

Praise  God,  from  whom  all  blessings  flow; 

Praise  Him,   all  creatures  here  below;  Praise  Him  above,   ye  heavenly  hosts; 

Praise  Father,   Son  and  Holy  Ghost. 

This  hymn  was  taken  from  Psalm  134.  Indeed,  for  many  years  the  words  from  the 
psalm  were  sung  instead  of  the  words  we  sing  today. 

When  a  lookout  informed  the  passengers  of  the  Mayflower  that  land  was  in  sight, 
after  66  days  at  sea,  the  grateful  people  sank  to  their  knees  and  sang  the  doxology. 
Bishop  Thomas  Ken,  who  wrote  the  modern  day  words  to  the  doxology,  was  born  in  England 
seventeen  years  after  the  Pilgrims  came  to  America.  His  life  was  an  extremely  turbulent 
one.  He  experienced  personal  problems  as  well  as  political  turmoil.  He  lived  through 
the  great  London  fire  that  destroyed  four-fifths  of  the  city  as  well  as  the  devastating 
bubonic  plague.  In  spite  of  this,  he  maintained  an  attitude  of  praise  to  God,  as  is 
evidenced  in  the  words  of  the  doxology. 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

This  weekend  I  get  to  do  one  of  those  really  special  things  of  ministry.  I  have 
one  Timothy  so  far,  that  is,  one  person  whom  I  have  led  into  the  ministry.  I'm  very 
proud  of  this  person.  She  was  a  member  of  my  youth  group  in  Kansas  City,  Kansas,  twelve 
years  ago!  She  will  be  ordained  this  Sunday  in  Kansas  City  and  she  has  asked  me  to 
preach  in  the  service.  I  am  most  grateful  for  this  opportunity.  A  service  of  ordina- 
tion is  one  of  the  most  moving  events  in  the  life  of  the  church.  I  look  forward  to  hav- 
ing Donna  Rose-Heim  as  a  colleague  and  I  solicit  your  prayers  for  her  this  week! 

Love, 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

God's  will:  words  that  bring  to  mind  an  old  man  bent  over  a  set  of  blueprints 
labeled  "Donald  Wiltfong"  (or  enter  your  own  name),  working  over  every  detail,  mapping 
out  every  intention,  every  invitation,  every  itch.  We  can  get  off  track  if  we  want,  but 
to  make  our  lives  come  out  right  we  must  stick  with  the  blueprint  (assuming  one  can  dis- 
cern it) . 

This  is  the  image  "God's  will"  brings  to  mind  for  me,  along  with  the  phrase,  "God 
has  a  plan  for  your  life".  These  are  perfectly  fine  terms,  when  used  accurately.  But 
one  thing  is  clear:  "God's  will  and  God's  plans  for  us  allow  for  a  great  deal  of  choice, 
freedom,  and  creativity  on  our  part.  We  are  partners  with  him  in  creating  our  life. 
God  provides  the  raw  materials,  the  gifts  and  abilities  which  come  to  make  up  our  inborn 
personalities.  But,  in  the  context  of  our  environment,  we  fill  in  the  details,  we  make 
the  applications,  we  help  write  the  story.  God's  will  sets  limits,  provides  raw  possi- 
bilities, and  lovingly  guides  us,  not  on  a  pre-set  course,  but  on  the  paths  we  choose. 
It  is  together  —  with  God  and  ourselves  as  partners  —  that  God's  will  for  our  lives 
work  themselves  out. 


$UJU*a\  [ 


£W 


VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL:   OUR  WORLD  IS  GOD'S  WORLD 

Be  sure  to  set  aside  the  week  of  August  18-22  for  Vacation  Bible  School.  It  will 
be  an  exciting  look  at  the  world  as  God's  handiwork,  and' will  include  two  field  trips  — 
one  to  a  natural  setting  and  one  to  a  farm.  It  promises  to  be  a  good  week,  so  plan  to 
sign  up!   Registration  will  begin  July  21. 

Brian  Hayes,  one  of  our  young  people,  has  received  scholarships  to  Purdue  Univer- 
sity where  he  will  be  a  freshman  this  fall.   Congratulations! 

David  Orr  has  been  selected  to  play  with  a  "Jazz  Abroad"  band  which  left  Sunday  for 
a  three  week,  six  nation  tour  of  Europe.  Congratulations! 

FELLOWSHIP  GUILD 

Fellowship  Guild  will  meet  on  Monday,  July  14,  1:30  p.m.,  in  the  church  parlor. 
Miriam  Bixenman  and  Peg  Buskirk  will  be  the  hostesses. 

SYMPATHY 

GdoHQd  Vavlt>%   lathzsi  died  and  Ku  fiuneAaJt  waa  lent  Sunday.     Qua  sympathy  to  GzoKge. 
and  kJti  family. 
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SINGLES 

Our  next  meeting  will  be  on  July  20,  6:30  p.m.,  at  Mike  Piatt's  place.  After  meet- 
ing, we'll  adjourn  to  the  Three  Rivers  Festival  Fireworks  display!   RSVP  at  744-3239. 

MEN'S  RETREAT  AT  BARBEE  -  "SEEK  YE  FIRST  THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD" 

The  Regional  Christian  Men's  Fellowship  will  be  gathering  for  retreat  at  Barbee 
September  19-21.  All  men  are  invited.  Its  a  great  opportunity  for  fellowship  and  in- 
spiration.  Call  Dick  Hamm  to  register  or  for  more  information. 

VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL:   OUR  WORLD  IS  GOD'S  WORLD 

Be  sure  to  set  aside  the  week  of  August  18-22  for  Vacation  Bible  School.  It  will 
be  an  exciting  look  at  the  world  as  God's  handiwork,  and  will  include  two  field  trips  — 
one  to  a  natural  setting  and  one  to  a  farm.  It  promises  to  be  a  good  week,  so  plan  to 
sign  up!   Registration  will  begin  July  21. 


(or  already  has)  please  call  the  church  office 


REGARDING  ZIP  CODES 

~~  If  your  zip  code  is  going  to  change 
to  notify  us  of  the  change.   Thank  you. 

CWF  NEWS 

On  June  22  the  CWF  Executive  Board  voted  to  give  $500.00  to  purchase  the  Sunday 
School  classroom  signs,  a  part  of  the  Capital  Funds  Campaign.  This  was  a  result  of  the 
successful  fund  raising  projects  this  past  year. 

NEWS  OF  THE  AREA 

Dr.  McCord,  pastor  of  West  Creighton  Avenue  Christian  has  resigned  and  will  be 
moving  to  Oak  Park,  Illinois  in  August.  Don  and  Ann  have  been  in  our  midst  some  ten 
years. 

Clarence  Bangs,  pastor  of  Auburn  First  Christian,  has  resigned  to  move  to  Gibson 
City,  Illinois.  He  and  Lois  have  also  been  in  our  Area  for  about  ten  years. 

Saturn  Christian  has  extended  a  call  to  Norman  Conklin  to  be  their  new  pastor  be- 
ginning in  September,  Joe  Fitch  has  been  serving  as  interim  there,  so  perhaps  we'll 
have  Joe  and  Phyllis  back  with  us  at  First  for  a  while  (until  the  Region  puts  him  back 
to  work  in  another  interim) . 

CALLING  ALL  YOUTH! 

This  Sunday,  July  13,  we  will  be  having  youth  group  at  5:30  p.m.  at  the  church.  We 
will  be  playing  games,  having  devotions  and  in  general  getting  to  know  each  other  better. 
We  also  need  to  plan  our  July  27  meeting.  You  are  also  invited  to  come  and  participate 
in  Sunday  School  every  Sunday  morning  in  the  youth  lounge.  We  have  combined  the  middle 
and  high  school  classes  for  the  summer.  We  are  studying  a  series  called  "Speaking  the 
Truth  in  Love".  It  doesn't  matter  if  you  have  been  active  in  the  past,  you  are  welcome 
to  participate  in  both  groups.  Bring  a  friend  and  come  this  Sunday! 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

Monday,  July  14,  7:15  p.m.,  at  the  church. 


OUR  FRIENDS 
Our  friends  are  they  who  know 
When  we  are  sad  and  low 
And  always  like  to  show 
Concern  when  life  seems  naught  but  woe! 

Our  friends  are  they  who  care 
And  help  in  everyway  to  share 
Our  joys  and  all  the  days  so  fair 
When  living  seems  without  a  care! 

Our  friends  are  they  who  stand 
Ready  with  smile,  or  word,  or  hand 
To  ease  the  travail  in  this  land 
Which  heVg  to  make  our  life  so  grand! 

Our  friends  accept  us,  and  help  us  bear 
Our  faults,   they  also  see  some  virtue  there 
They  discount  errors  and  think  of  deeds  that  wear 
Which  aid  us  all  to  climb  the  Golden  Stair! 
By:     Florence  M,  Huddleston 


Saturday 
September  /3,  f986 


Christian 
Theological    Seminary 

Indianapolis 


THANK  VOU'S 

I  with  to  thank  zach  otf  you  who 
zxptiz&&zd  youn.  concznn  duning  thz 
timz  loZJLovoAjiq  tkz  dzath  o\  my 
fiathzn.  Voun.  thought*  and  pnajyzKh 
wzn.z  vzny  hzlp^ul. 

Gzofigz  Davit 

I  with  to  thank  alt  who  zxpn.z&- 
tzd  thzin.  sympathy  and  to  aJUL  who 
tznd  caxdt  and  pnaxjZfit  duning  my 
mothznt  tizaznt  dzath. 

Vianz  J  ohm,  on 


Workshops 

(CHOOSE  ONE) 


#1- 
#2- 
#3- 

#4- 
#5- 
#6- 

m- 

#8- 

#9- 

#10- 

#11- 

#12- 


Now  I  Am  a  Board 
Chairperson 

Now  I  Am  an 
Elder 

■Women  as   Decision 
Makers 

■Wills  and   Endowments 
in   the   Local   Church 

■Now   I  Am  a 
Treasurer 

•Going  Crazy  with 
Chi   Rho  Youth 

-Ministering   to   High 
School   Youth 

■Constructive  Male 
Leadership 


Howard  B.   Goodrich 

William  Hannah 

Marilyn  Moffett 

Sally  Warmack 

Chuck  Babcock 

Deloris  Turner 
&  Jerry  Zehr 

Diane  Griffin 
&  Bill  Edwards 

Tom  Russell 


■Unused   People:      Resources 
to/for   Creativity  Glenna  Parrlsh 


-The  Struggling 
Church  School 

-The  Ministry  of 
Older  Adults 

-Marriage  and  Family 
Ministry 


#13 — Singles  Ministry 
#14- 


#15- 
#16- 
#17 


-How   to   Talk  about 
Peace   without 
Starting  a  War 

-Constructive   Pastor/ 
Parish   Relations 


Jane  Lawrence 

Ruth  Ann  Schroeder 

Louise   Evans 
Mary  Randolph 

Ed  Weisheimer 
Morris  Finch 


-Removing   the   Roadblocks 
To   Bible   Study  Kay  Koenig 

-Indiana's  Crisis  of 
the  Poor  —  and  Us  Jud  Dolphin 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 


Dear  Friends, 


For  summertime,  which  is  supposed  to  be  slower  (who  says?) ,  things  are  pretty  busy 
for  First  Christian.  The  Capital  Projects  Committee  is  lining  up  contractors  for  the 
roof,  the  elevator,  the  restrooms,  and  the  organ.  That's  alot  of  work.  In  addition, 
the  Board  has  been  authorizing  work  and  also  reviewing  the  new  Program  Budget  for 
1986-87.  The  wheels  of  progress  are  turning! 

I  hope  summer  is  beginning  to  unfold  for  you  its  promise  of  change  of  pace,  fresh 
air,  and  sunshine.  It  is  definitely  my  favorite  time  of  year. 

My  sermon  Sunday  is  "On  Being  Angry  With  God".  We'll  touch  on  why  bad  things 
happen  to  good  people,  and  our  response  to  bad  things  that  happen  to  us. 


See  you  Sunday! 


Love, 


Hi! 

One  of  the  greatest  joys  of  being  away  from  home  during  college  and  the  summers  in 
between  is  having  time  to  reflect  on  your  family  and  how  wonderful  it  really  is.  I  had 
one  of  these  such  times  this  past  week  as  I  returned  home  for  the  4th  of  July.  I  spent 
two  days  visiting  with  friends  and  playing  with  my  nieces  and  nephews.  But  you  know, 
the  whole  time  I  was  there  I  caught  myself  talking  about  Fort  Wayne  and  First  Christian. 
First  Christian  has  become  a  second  family  to  me.  Even  though  I  talk  about  my  family 
and  my  home  church  alot,  I  still  hold  a  special  place  in  my  heart  for  First  Christian. 
You  see  while  I  was  waiting  to  be  placed  in  a  church  for  my  internship,  I  became  scared 
and  started  wondering  "what  if  it  doesn't  work  out".  Once  I  stepped  in  the  building  I 
didn't  have  to  worry  anymore,  I  was  met  with  love.  To  all  of  you  who  are  helping  to 
make  this  summer  a  great  experience  for  me  —  thank  you! 


Love, 

fcoAtaJ 


AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -   7-6-86 

Russell  Wortley,  Louisville,  KY;  Ed  Hook,  Payne,  OH;  Austin  Herst,  Ewing,  MO;  Wanda 
Ingmire,   Oakland,  CA. 

VOTING  DELEGATES  NEEDED  FOR  REGIONAL  ASSEMBLY 

Contact  Dick  Hamm  or  Mildred  Hartman  if  you  wish  to  serve  as  a  voting  delegate  to 
our  Biennial  Regional  Assembly  at  Clarksville,  Indiana,  October  24-25. 

OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  SERVICE 

The  Allen  County  Cancer  Society  needs  voluntary  receptionists  on  Monday  afternoons, 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  or  Fridays.  Any  number  of  hours  would  be  appreciated.  Call  Mimi 
Westerfield  for  more  information  (485-9351)  or  ask  Dick  Hamm  for  a  volunteer  service 
application. 
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MIRIAM  SIXENMAN  DAY,    JULY   27! 

Inasmuch  as  Miriam  and  Peg  will  be  leaving  for  Florida  very  soon  to  take  up  per- 
manent residence  there,  we  want;  to  take  one  more  opportunity  to  honor  Miriam  as  a  former 
staff  person  of  First  Christian  Church,  and  Peg  as  her  partner  in  crime!  The  coffee 
hour  will  be  in  honor  of  them  on  Sunday,   July  27.      Don't  miss  it! 


ANTI-APARTHEID  VIDEO  SUNDAY 

Dick  Hamrn' s  class  (and  any  other  interested  adults)  are  invited  to  join  in  the  par- 
lor Sunday  for  a  discussion  of  South  African  Apartheid  and  to  view  a  video  tape,  "Winds 
of  Change".     We  meet  9:30  -   10:30  a.m. 

SINGLES 

RSVP  this  week  for  this  Sunday,  July  20,  at  Mike  Piatt's.  After  meeting,  we'll  ad- 
journ to  the  Three  Rivers  Festival  Fireworks   display.      Bring  a  guest! 

MEN'S   RETREAT  AT  BARBEE   -   "SEEK  YE   FIRST  THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD" 

The  Regional  Christian  Men's  Fellowship  will  be  gathering  for  retreat  at  Barbee 
September  19-21.  All  men  are  invited.  Its  a  great  opportunity  for  fellowship  and  in- 
spiration.     Call  Dick  Hamrn  to  register  or  for  more  information. 

VACATION  BIBLE   SCHOOL:      OUR  WORLD  IS   GOD'S  WORLD 

Be  sure  to  set  aside  the  week  of  August  18-22  for  Vacation  Bible  School.  It  will 
be  an  exciting  look  at  the  world  as  God's  handiwork,  and  will  include  two  field  trips  — 
one  to  a  natural  setting  and  one  to  a  farm.  It  promises  to  be  a  good  week,  so  plan  to 
sign  up!      Registration  will  begin  July  21. 


(or  already  has)    please  call   the  church  office 


REGARDING  ZIP   CODES 

If  your  zip   code  is   going   to  change 
to  notify  us  of   the  change.      Thank  you. 

PRAYER  SERVICE 

To  make  unanswered  petition  an  excuse  for  abandoning  all  prayer  is  clearly  unrea- 
sonable when  we  stop  to  consider  how  utterly  unfitted  we  are  to  substitute  our  wish  for 
God's  will,  and  what  appalling  results  would  follow  if  all  our  requests  were  answered. 

Prayer  Service  meets  every  Sunday,    6:15  -   7:00  p.m.      All  are  welcome! 


BREAD  FOR  THE  WORLD  -  6:00  -   7:00  p, 
to  _do  something  about  hunger! 


m. 


Tuesday,  July  22,   for  all  Christians  who  want 


COMMITTEE  MEETINGS  -  Tuesday,  July  22,  7:00  -  8:00  p.m. 

Those  committees  who  will  be  meeting  include:  Evangelism,  Lay  Personnel,  Member- 
ship, Property,  and  Stewardship.  Worship,  Outreach  &  Service,  and  Christian  Education 
will  not  be  meeting. 

CALLED  BOARD  MEETING,  SUNDAY,  AUGUST  3,  9:30  a.m.   in  fellowship  hall.   Agenda,   final 

approval  of  elevator  plans  and  contract.   Please  RSVP  regrets  only  to  Judy  Church  at 
447-5691  or  the  church  office  at  744-3239. 


CAPITAL   FUND   REPORT 

The  contract  for  the  new  roof  has  been  let.  Obviously,  we  need  it  badly  in  the 
face  of  further  water  damage  done  in  storms  last  week!  This  is  a  $23,000.00  job  and 
will  be  done  around  the  first  of  August.  They  will  totally  remove  the  old  roof  and  in- 
stall a  new  30  year  roof. 

We  are  proceeding  with  the  elevator  design.      Final  details  are  now  being  clarified. 
Hopefully,   that   contract  will  be  let  the   first  week  of  August   for  completion  in  the  fall. 
Cost  is   $43,500.00. 

Parts  have  been  ordered  for  $12,500.00  worth  of  organ  repair  and  upgrading.  It  is 
hoped   this  work  will  be  done  for  Christmas! 

Restrooms  are  still  in  the  design  phase,  but  should  be  ready  for  bids  in  mid  to 
late  August. 

Things  are  moving,  and  we'll  see  dramatic  evidence  of  it  soon!  There  are  still 
opportunities   to  contribute  to   this   campaign   (we  didn't  need  to   tell  you  that,   did  we?)! 

Many  thanks  to  our  hard  working  Capital  Projects  Committee:  Ralph  Church,  Mildred 
Hartman,    Dick  Vanderwall,   Phyllis   Fitch,    and   the  Board! 


The    YWCA?    I    remember 
going    there    with    my 
parents,     but    haven't 
outgrown    the    "Y"? 

=       Not    on    your    life ! 

Good  health  is  a  life-long  project.  At  the  YMCA  on  Wells  Street,  our  excellent  classes 
offer  men  and  women  activities  you  are  comfortable  with,  exercise  you  can  enjoy:  "Fit 
After  50";  Aqua-Aerobics;  Ballroom  Dance J  "Trim  and  Dip";  "Hips,  Hips,  Away";  Early 
Morning  Walk/ Jog,    and  Aquajoints   are  just   a  few. 

But  the  YW  knows  you  have  a  spirit  that  needs  to  stretch  and  grow  too.  At  the  YWCA, 
you  can  also  play  bridge,  upholster  furniture,  paint  pictures,  learn  to  invest  your 
savings  wisely,  and  write  stories.  You  can  sign  up  to  sightsee  in  Boston,  New  York  and 
Mackinac  Island,   or  join  a  riverboat  cruise. 

If  you  are  not  already  a  member,  come  join  the  YW  for  $10  (62  and  over),  and  give 
yourself  "a  pool,    a  park,    and  a  place  to   grow!" 


Senior    Citizens 
Day    is    July    25 ! 

Bricee    L    cards    10   AM  -    2    PM 


Fi-.ness    Demonstrations 
from   2   -    3:30   PM,   -including 
Nautilus,    Fit   After    50    and 
Body   Aerobics    for    Seniors. 


2000  Wells  Street 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46808 


2  for  1  Swim 

Bring  this  coupon  to 
the  YWCA  and  we'll  let 
you  and  a  friend  swim 
for  the  price  of  one. 
(Not  valid  with  any 
other  coupon.  Expires 
8/25/86)  Call  the 
YWCA  for  times. 


2l9'424-4908 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

It's  hard  to  express  how  I  felt  Sunday  before  last  at  the  ordination  of  Donna  Rose- 
Heim  in  Kansas  City!  Wow,  it  felt  great!  She  has  so  much  to  offer  the  Church.  She  is 
no  longer  the  high  school  youth  I  counseled  in  1974!  She's  a  colleague,  and  one  of 
whom  I  am  proud,  indeed. 

While  in  Kansas  City,  we  also  worshipped  in  the  morning  at  the  church  we  started, 
North  Oak.  That  was  poignant,  to  say  the  least.  They  are  doing  well,  and  I  am  very 
proud  to  point  to  is  as  "founding  pastor" ! 

All  in  all,  it  was  a  great  weekend  of  renewal  for  me  (and  Mindy,  I  think). 

My  sermon  Sunday  is  entitled,  "Paint  By  Number  Christians",  and  is  based  on  Gala- 
tians  3:23-29.  Why  not  invite  a  guest? 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 


Time  seems  to  pass  so  quickly.  When  I  look  at  the  calendar  I  realize  that  I've 
been  here  7  weeks  already.  When  I  look  at  a  calendar  of  the  past  year  I  can't  believe 
it  has  gone  by  so  fast  either.  Last  year  on  July  16  I  had  to  say  good-bye  to  a  very 
close  friend  of  mine  who  headed  home.  Her  name  was  Angelika  and  she  was  an  exchange 
student  who  had  stayed  in  my  home  for  a  year  and  was  returning  to  her  home  in  West  Ger- 
many. Angelika  brought  with  her  a  whole  new  outlook  of  how  life  should  be  or  is.  And 
I  hope  she  went  home  with  new  ideas  and  thoughts  of  what  America  is.  I'll  never  forget 
Angelika  because  even  though  we  often  disagreed,  we  still  could  get  along  and  that  re- 
newed by  hopes  of  worldwide  peace.  I'll  always  miss  Angelika  but  I  know  somehow  I'll 
see  her  again  and  that  thought  keeps  me  happy.  I  know  through  exchange  programs  and 
athletic  events  such  as  the  Goodwill  games  that  we  will  learn  more  about  each  country 
in  the  world  and  more  about  Love  and  Peace. 


In  Christ's  Love, 


"SHARE  THE  CARE  DAY" 

On  Saturday,  August  9  (not  the  2nd,  as  previously  planned)  you're  invited  to  be  at 
church  for  work  on  our  shrubs,  and  other  outdoor  maintenance.  Come  at  8:30  a.m.  and 
stay  as  long  as  you  wish.  Bring  pruners,  rake,  etc.,  ^Lf  you  have  them  (but  don't  stay 
away  if  you  don't  have  them!).  Help  spruce  up  the  grounds  and  enjoy  great  fellowship, 
too! 

A  RETREAT  FOR  SEPARATED,  DIVORCED  AND  WIDOWED 

Phyllis  Tobias  put  me  on  to  this  really  excellent  event.  It  is  an  ecumenical  event 
planned  by  Catholics  and  held  at  Concordia  Lutheran  Seminary.  This  next  edition  will  be 
Friday  -  Sunday,  August  8-10  (7:30  p.m.  Friday  through  4:00  p.m.  Sunday).  It  is  an 
opportunity  to  deal  with  feelings  and  fears  and  to  get  a  handle  on  the  future.  Call  me 
for  further  information  and  forms. 

Dick 
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744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  July  23,  1986  No.  29 


FROM  THE  OUTREACH  &  SERVICE  COMMITTEE 

"~~~  The  situation  in  Central  America  has  been  much  publicized,  especially  in  recent 
weeks.  We  hear  many  conflicting  reports  of  what  is  happening  there  and  what  the  role  of 
the  United  States  should  be.  Would  you  like  to  hear  from  someone  Who  has  actually  been 
there?  The  Outreach  &  Service  Committee  has  invited  Yvonne  Billing  to  speak  to  us  on 
Saturday  morning,  August  2.  Yvonne  has  just  returned  from  five  months  of  traveling 
through  Central  America.  She  has  served  on  the  National  staff  of  Witness  for  Peace,  and 
is  the  author  of  a  book  In  Search  of  Refuge.  She  will  be  with  us  to  share  her  experi- 
ences and  answer  questions.  We  hope  you  will  be  there  too! 

MIRIAM  BIXENMAN  DAY,  JULY  27! 

In  as  much  as  Miriam  and  Peg  will  be  leaving  for  Florida  very  soon  to  take  up  per- 
manent residence,  there,  we  want  to  take  one  more  opportunity  to  honor  Miriam  as  a  former 
staff  person  of  First  Christian  Church,  and  Peg  as  her  partner  in  crime!  The  coffee 
hour  will  be  in  honor  of  them  on  Sunday,  July  27.   Don't  miss  it! 

MEN'S  RETREAT  AT  BARBEE  -  "SEEK  YE  FIRST  THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD" 

The  Regional  Christian  Men's  Fellowship  will  be  gathering  for  retreat  at  Barbee 
September  19-21.  All  men  are  invited.  Its  a  great  opportunity  for  fellowship  and  in- 
spiration.  Call  Dick  Hamm  to  register  or  for  more  information. 

VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL;   OUR  WORLD  IS  GOD'S  WORLD 

Be  sure  to  set  aside  the  week  of  August  18-22  for  Vacation  Bible  School.  It  will 
be  an  exciting  look  at  the  world  as  God's  handiwork,  and  will  include  two  field  trips  — 
one  to  a  natural  setting  and  one  to  a  farm.  It  promises  to  be  a  good  week,  so  plan  to 
sign  up!   Registration  will  begin  July  21. 

"SHARE  THE  CARE  DAY" 

On  Saturday,  August  9  (not  the  2nd,  as  previously  planned)  you're  invited  to  be  at 
church  for  work  on  our  shrubs,  and  other  outdoor  maintenance.  Come  at  8:30  a.m.  and 
stay  as  long  as  you  wish.  Bring  pruners,  rake,  etc.,  _if  you  have  them  (but  don't  stay 
away  if  you  don't  have  them!).  Help  spruce  up  the  grounds  and  enjoy  great  fellowship, 
too! 

AREA  I  NEW  CHURCH  COMMITTEE 

This  Committee,  open  to  all  members  of  the  Christian  Churches  on  Area  I,  will  be  on 
Wednesday,  July  30,  7:15  p.m.,  Saturn  Christian  Church.  We  hope  to  make  a  final  choice 
of  areas  for  the  start  on  this  evening. 

CALLED  BOARD  MEETING,  SUNDAY,  AUGUST  3,  9:30  a.m.  in  fellowship  hall.  Agenda,  final 
approval  of  elevator  plans  and  contract.  Please  RSVP  regrets  only  to  Judy  Church  at 
447-5691  or  the  church  office  at  744-3239. 

A  RETREAT  FOR  SEPARATED,  DIVORCED  AND  WIDOWED 

Phyllis  Tobias  put  me  on  to  this  really  excellent  event.  It  is  an  ecumenical  event 
planned  by  Catholics  and  held  at  Concordia  Lutheran  Seminary.  This  next  edition  will  be 
Friday  -  Sunday,  August  8-10  (7:30  p.m.  Friday  through  4:00  p.m.  Sunday).  It  is  an 
opportunity  to  deal  with  feelings  and  fears  and  to  get  a  handle  on  the  future.  Call  me 
for  further  information  and  forms. 

Dick 


FROM  ALLEN  COUNTY  JAIL  MINISTRY  TO  WHOM  FIRST  CHRISTIAN  SENDS  $1,200.00  PER  YEAR 

Dear  Friend  of  ACJM: 

At  times  like  these  .  .  .  the  words  "Thank  You"  seem  very  inadequate  in  expressing 
our  feelings  of  gratitude  for  you  and  your  support  of  the  Allen  County  Jail  Ministry. 

Your  contribution  was  a  much  needed  vote  of  confidence  in  our  ongoing  ministry!  We 
thank  the  Lord  for  people  like  you  who  stand  by  us  in  this  endeavor  of  faith. 

Your  contribution  will  be  used  to  meet  our  many  needs  in  areas  ranging  from  study 
and  reading  materials  for  inmates  to  the  training  and  equipping  of  volunteers  who  have 
dedicated  their  time  and  talents  personally  to  reaching  others  for  Christ. 

I  will  look  back  upon  this  year's  Annual  Banquet  with  a  deep  sense  of  gratitude  for 
what  you  have  made  possible  in  this  community.  Your  investment  in  the  future  of  count- 
less lives  will  pay  significant  rewards  in  the  form  of  changed  hearts  and  lives. 

Please  keep  the  Allen  County  Jail  Ministry  in  your  continued  prayers  and  support. 
You  are  a  valued  friend  and  partner  in  this  ministry. 

Thanks  for  being  part  of  the  team! 

i 

In  Christ, 

Doyle  Staton,  Sr. 

Jail  Chaplain 


DON'T  WAIT  FOR  THE  HEARSE  TO  TAKE  YOU 
TO  CHURCH;   IF  YOU  DO: 

. . .You  will  go   regardless  of  the 
weather. 

. . .You  will  go  regardless  of  the  sea- 
son (hunting,  fishing)  . 

. • .You  will  go  regardless  of  your 
physical  condition. 

...Regardless  of  how  poor  the  singing 
is,  you  will  never  know. 

...Regardless  of  what  the  minister 
has  to  say,  it  will  do  you  no  good. 

. . .You  will  finally  get  down  to  the 
front  of  the  church. 

...There  will  be  relatives  and  friends 
there. 

...The  hypocrites  won't  make  any  dif- 
ference. 

. . .You  will  go  regardless  of  indif- 
ference to  attitudes,  policies, 
seating  arrangements,  ushers,  or 
type  of  music. 

...There  will  be  lots  of  flowers,  but 
you  won't  see  or  smell  them. 

...People  will  then  know  what  you 
meant  when  you  told  the  preacher, 
"I'll  be  at  church  as  soon  as  I 
get  straightened  out." 

copied. 


HYMN  FOR  A  POLITICIAN: 

"Standing  On  the  Promises" 

HYMN  FOR  BASKIN-ROBBINS  FANS: 
"0  For  A  Thousand  Tongues" 

HYMN  FOR  A  CANNIBAL: 

"Servant  of  God,  Well  Done" 


DISCIPLES  NEWS  SERVICE  -  Con't.  from  Page  3 
outside  world.  It  is  one  of  the  few  links 
there,"  he  said.  It  is  not  ironic,  he 
said,  that  a  church  organization  is  being 
an  agent  for  unity  in  a  country  that  has 
experienced  years  of  fighting  between 
religous  factions. 

"When  I  think  of  what  the  church 
ought  to  be  doing,  the  MECC  is  doing  it. 
We  have  to  counter  that  Christian  war  men- 
tality and  say  violence  is  unacceptable  as 
a  solution  to  a  dispute,"  said  Bishop. 

He  added,  "The  real  deviation  is 
those  Christians  that  have  taken  up  arms 
under  the  banner  of  the  cross,  and  are 
fighting  for  political  power." 


>yE 

vKeeps  on 


CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  FOUNDATION 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

Helen  Donnell  and  I  shared  an  Experience  last  week,  literally.  "EXPERIENCE"  is  an 
annual  conference  and  worship  held  in  Springfield,  Ohio.  It  was  a  super  productive 
event  for  us.  While  there,  Helen  and  I  did  preparatory  work  for  the  next  year  in  wor- 
ship.  It  was  also  a  time  for  planning  in  other  areas. 

I  took  a  class  in  sacraments,  which  was  most  stimulating.  I  also  spent  about  eight 
hours  a  day  in  the  library  working  on  sermon  themes  and  some  writing  I've  been  wanting 
to  do.  The  beautiful  worship  services  each  morning  and  evening  made  it  the  perfect 
retreat  setting.  I'm  very  grateful  for  the  whole  event.  I  know  the  church  will  benefit 
for  our  having  been  there.  I've  been  looking  for  such  a  retreat  setting  for  years,  at 
which  I  could  pull  things  together  for  a  year  in  advance,  and  this  is  just  about  ideal! 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 

P.S.   My  sermon  Sunday  will  be  entitled  "Busy  Bodies",  based  on  Luke  10:38-42.  Are  you 
a  Mary  or  a  Martha? 


PRAYER  SERVICE,  SUNDAY,  6:15  -  7; 00  P.M. 

"Blessed  are they  that  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness:   for  they  shall  be 
filled".   Matthew  5:6. 

Prayer  is  hunger  and  thirst.  Prayer  is  our  demand  on  life,  elevated,  purified,  and 
aware  of  a  Divine  Alliance. 

SYMPATHY 

Oujl  psuiyeJiA  go  up  Ion.  the.  family  o^  VofuA  ULchasid  voho&z  Imnvuxl  uxu  conductzd  by 
Vk.  Hamm  Tuesday,  July  22. 

DISCIPLES  NEWS  SERVICE 

INDIANAPOLIS,  IN  —  The  Middle  East  Council  of  Churches  may  be  the  only  organiza- 
tion in  Lebanon  that  represents  a  hope  for  internal  unity  in  that  area  of  the  world, 
according  to  Dale  L.  Bishop,  New  York,  N.Y. ,  Middle  East  executive  for  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  and  United  Church  of  Christ. 

This  was  one  of  the  observations  he  made  after  three  meetings  in  Cyprus  recently. 
Bishop  reported  on  these  meetings  to  the  boards  of  the  Disciples'  Division  of  Overseas 
Ministries  and  the  UCC'S  United  Church  Board  for  World  Ministries  when  they  met  here 
June  19-22. 

The  council,  he  said,  also  may  be  the  only  hope  of  international  solidarity  in  the 
Middle  East. 

Because  the  divisions  in  Lebanon  between  various  religious  and  political  groups  are 
deep  enough  to  result  in  boundaries  within  the  city  dividing  people  of  different  faiths, 
it  is  difficult  to  work  with  all  of  the  separate  groups  of  Lebanese  society,  according 
to  Bishop. 

"Just  about  the  only  one  with  the  trust  of  the  various  groups  i6  the  Middle  East 
Council  of  Churches  because  of  their  work  in  the  past."  The  council  is  so  trusted  that 
the  United  Nations  High  Commission  for  Refugees  is  conducting  more  of  its  Middle  East 
work  through  the  MECC,  according  to  Bishop. 

With  the  continuation  of  conflict  there,  ho stage- takings  and  the  departure  of  for- 
eigners, the  Lebanese  people  increasingly  are  feeling  isolated,  Bishop  said. 

"The  MECC,  through  the  international  community,  provides  them  with  a  link  to  the 

(Con't.  page  2) 
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First  Christian  Church 


744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  July  30,  1986  No.  30 


been  much  publicized,  especially  in  recent 

what  is  happening  there  and  what  the  role  of 

ke  to  hear  from  someone  who  has  actually  been 

has  invited  Yvonne  Dilling  to  speak  to  us  on 

m.  Yvonne  has  just  returned  from  five  months 

has  served  on  the  National  Staff  of  Witness 

n  Search  of  Refuge.   She  will  be  with  us  to 

TTl 


We  hope  you  will  be  there  too! 


FROM  THE  OUTREACH  &  SERVICE  COMMITTEE 

The  situation  in  Central  America  has 
weeks.  We  hear  many  conflicting  reports  of 
the  United  States  should  be.  Would  you  li 
there?  The  Outreach  &  Service  Committee 
Saturday  morning,  August  2,  9:00  -  11:00  a. 
of  traveling  through  Central  America.  She 
for  Peace,  and  is  the  author  of  a  book  I 
share  her  experiences  and  answer  questions. 

MEN'S  RETREAT 

The  Regional  Christian  Men's  Fellowship  will  be  gathering  for  retreat  at  Barbee 
September  19-21.  All  men  are  invited.  Its  a  great  opportunity  for  fellowship  and  in- 
spiration.    Call   Dick  Hamm  to  register  or    for  more  information. 

"SHARE  THE  CARE  DAY" 

On  Saturday,  August  9  (not  the  2nd,  as  previously  planned)  you're  invited  to  be  at 
church  for  work  on  our  shrubs,  and  other  outdoor  maintenance.  Come  at  8:30  a.m.  and 
stay  as  long  as  you  wish.  Bring  pruners,  rake,  etc.,  if  you  have  them  (but  don't  stay 
away  if  you  don't  have  them!).  Help  spruce  up  the  grounds  and  enjoy  great  fellowship, 
too! 

MIRIAM  BIXENMAN  MADE  MINISTER  EMERITUS,   PEG  BUSKIRK  HONORED 

By  unanimous  vote  of  the  Board,  Miriam  was  made  Minister  Emeritus  of  First  Christian 
Church,     Sunday,  during  10:45  a.m.   service.       Miriam  was  ordained  in     1969  and  served  as 
Minister  of  Christian  Education  from  1969-1978.     She  has  been  a  valuable  member  of  First 
since  returning  to  Fort  Wayne  in  1980. 

Peg  Buskirk  was  honored  along  with  Miriam  in  a  reception  after  worship  for  41  years 
of  faithful   service  to  First.     Peg  &  Miriam  are  moving  to  Florida  in  August. 

CALLED  BOARD  MEETING,   SUNDAY,  AUGUST  3,  9:30  a.m.     in     fellowship  hall.       Agenda,     final 
approval  of    elevator    plans  and    contract.       Please    RSVP  regrets  only  to  Judy  Church  at 
447-5691  or  the  church  office  at  744-3239. 


SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 

Tuesday,  August  5 

Tuesday,  August  12  - 

Tuesday,  August  19  - 

Tuesday,  August  26  - 

Tuesday,  September  2- 


6:30  p.m.  Lawton  #3  (we  provide  ump  for  5:25  p.m.) 

9:45  p.m.  Lawton  #3 

6:35  p.m.  Tillman  #3  (we  provide  ump  for  5:25  p.m.) 

6:00  p.m.  Franke  (we  provide  ump  at  7:15  p.m.) 

9:45  p.m.  Lawton  #3 


fflFFEE  HOUR  HONORING  JIM  &  BECKY  STUCKY  will  be  hosted  by  the  choir  on  August  10  follow- 
ing the  10:45  a.m.  worship  service.  Becky  has  been  a  member  of  First  Christian  Church 
all  of  her  life,  and  Jim  &  Becky  have  participated  in  the  choir  for  many  years,  and  they 
have  been  involved  in  many  other  areas  of  the  church! 


NAOMI  GROUP  will  meet  at 
at  9:30  a.m. 


Genevieve  Ripple's,  3405  Central  Drive,  on  Thursday,  August  7, 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


Burt  &  Connie  Long  are  the  proud  new  parents  of  Chad  Alan,  born  Thursday  at 
Lutheran! 

SYMPATHY 

Our  sympathy  and  prayers  are  directed  to  the  family  of  Gene  Harter,  who  died  last 
week.  His  wife,  Jenny,  is  a  member  of  First  Christian  Church,  and  son  Glen  attends 
here. 

CHECKS  DEDICATED 

In  worship  Sunday,  the  following  outreach  checks  were  dedicated:  Church  Finance 
Council  -  $2,146.38  (one  of  twelve),  Allen  County  Jail  Ministry  -  $300.00  (one  of  four), 
Associated  Churches  -  $1,325.00  (one  of  four). 

First  Christian  reaches  out! 

EUNICE  CONRAD  TEACHING  IN  CHINA 

Dick  has  received  correspondence  from  Eunice,  who  is  teaching  in  the  People's  Re- 
public of  China  this  summer.  She  will  return  to  Fort  Wayne  August  21.  She  reports  that 
she  is  working  well  with  her  fellow  team  teachers.  They  are  teaching  english,  and  shar- 
ing their  faith  as  opportunity  arises. 

Eunice  reported  a  light  cold,  but  she  is  otherwise  healthy  and  thriving.  Pray  for 
her! 

THANK  YOU 

Thanks  to  Kris  Ohneck  for  organizing  the  reception  for  Peg  and  Miriam  Sunday. 
Thanks  also  to  the  Mildreds,  and  Dorothy  Overmyer,  Becky  Stucky,  and  Del  ores  Keebortz 
for  assisting.  Thanks  to  Elinor  Place  for  the  lovely  cakes. 


My  child,  (child's  name)  has  my  permission  to 

attend  the  following  August  Adventures  outings  sponsored  by  First  Christian  Church: 


August  3,  "Clown  Sunday" 
August  10,  "Track  and  Field  Sunday" 
August  17,  "Nature  Sunday" 
August  24,  "Music  Sunday" 
August  31,  "Class  Parties" 


Parent's  Name 
Address : 


Phone  Number: 


ONLY  after  every  resonable  attempt  has  been  made  to  contact 
you  in  the  case  of  an  emergency  will  medical  treatment  be 
sought. 

IN  THE  CASE  I  cannot  be  reached  and  emergency  medical  treatment 
is  necessary  I  give  my  permission  for  such  treatment: 

SIGNED: (Parent's  Signature) 


REGISTER  FOR  AUGUST  ADVENTURES! 

Children  age  3  through  grade  5  (last  school  year)  are  invited  to  August  Adventures 
every  Sunday  in  August  from  9:30  to  noon.  Wear  gym  shoes  and  casual  clothes.  Return 
the  above  sheet  to  the  church  office  or  give  it  to  Don,  or  call  in  reservations  and 
bring  this  signed  slip  with  your  child  on  Sunday.  THERE  WILL  BE  NO  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  OR  EX- 
TENDED SESSION  DURING  AUGUST! 


Dick  Hamm  will  be  on  vacation  August  1  through  August  16. 
day,  August  17.  Rev.  Wiltfong  will  be  available,  of  course. 


He  will  return  on  Sun- 


OUR  WORLD  IS  GOD'S  WORLD:     VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL 

August  18-22,  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  -  noon;  Tuesday,  &  Thursday, 
9:00  -  2:30.  Cost  is  $2.00  per  child,  with  $5.00  maximum  for  a  family.  Registration 
limited,  so  register  now!     Deadline:     August  13. 

My   child  has  my  permission   to   attend  VBS   and  the   field  trips  Aug. 18-22,    1986 

Child's   Name: Nickname: 

Birthdate :  Grade  Next   Fall : 

Parent's  Name(s): ; 

Address: Phone   #: 

Are   there   any  health  problems    (allergies,    etc.)    which  might    limit   or 
effect   your  child's   participation   in  Vacation   Bible   School   activities? 

In   the   case  of  an   evergency  or   sudden   illness   our  prcedure  will  be   to 
contact   you   immediately.      If  no   one   answers    at    the   above  home  phone  number 
we   should  call   (Phone   #)  ,      and   ask   for  . 

Only   after  every  resonable   attempt  has   been  made   to   contact   you  will 
emergency   treatment  be   sought.      In   the   case   I   cannot   be   reached  and 
emergency   treatment    is  necessary   I   give  my  permission   for   such  treatment. 
Signed,    (Parent's   Signature). 

(Witness   to  parent's   signature) 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHING  TRAINING 

On  Saturday,  September  6,  from  9:00  a.m.  to  noon  the  Associated  Churches  will  spon- 
sor a  teacher  training  event,  "Making  Good  Use  of  Your  Church  Curriculum".  Each  teacher 
is  to  bring  a  copy  of  the  curriculum  you  are  using  in  your  class.  Linn  Bartling,  Direc- 
tor of  Christian  Education  at  First  Presbyterian  Church  will  be  the  workshop  instructor. 
To  register,  call  the  church  office  and  we  will  register  you  and  pay  your  registration 
fee.     Hope  you  can  make  this  useful  workshop! 

HEY  YOUTH! 


This  Sunday,  August  3,  we  are  going  to  have  a  party.  It  will  be  at  the  church 
starting  at  7:15  p.m.  Bring  records  or  tapes,  some  money  for  pizza,  and  any  games  you 
want  to  play.     This  will  be  our  final   summer  meeting  so  come  and  bring  a  friend! 

FESTIVAL  OF  PEACE  AND  UNDERSTANDING 

"Measure  Him  Right"  is  the  theme  for  the  all  city  choir  celebration  culminating  the 
events  of  the  Festival  of  Peace  and  Understanding  to  be  held  at  Foel linger  Outdoor 
Theater  on  Sunday,  August  17  at  6:30  p.m. 

The  celebration  will  include  an  adult  choir  comprised  of  Fort  Wayne  singers  who 
will  present  folk  songs,  anthems  and  secular  music  under  the  direction  of  Helen  Donnell, 
Minister  of  Music  at  First  Christian  Church.  A  children's  choir,  directed  by  Jocelyn 
Basse  of  the  Children  of  Peace  Coristers,  will  also  participate.  The  program  will  also 
include  readings  from  authors'  Dr.  Scott  Peck,  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  Rabbi  Harold  Kushner 
and  others. 

Rehearsals  for  the  adult  choir  (including  high  school  students)  will  be  held  at 
Plymouth  Congregational  Church  UCC,  501  W.  Berry  St.,  on  Monday-Thursday,  August  11-14 
from  7-9  p.m.  Rehearsals  for  the  children's  choir  will  be  held  at  IPFW,  2101  Coliseum 
Blvd.  East,  Classroom  Medical  Building,  on  Wednesday-Saturday,  August  13-16  from  10  a.m. 
to  noon. 

For  more  information,  call  Helen  Donnell,  432-0152. 
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744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  August  6,  1986  No.  31 


WELCOME  NEW  MEMBER! 

~~  Phyllis  Tryon,  2937  Westbrook  Drive,  #420  46805,  united  with  First  Christian 
Church  last  Sunday  by  transfer  of  membership.  We  are  happy  to  have  Phyllis  back  with  us 
after  many  years  away.  Welcome! 

FLOWERS  EACH  SUNDAY  in  the  Sanctuary  is  a  new  goal  of  our  Worship  Committee.  To  augment 
this  we  have  selected  Flowers  and  Barbara,  4304  Fairfield.  The  cost  is  $15.00.  As  this 
is  not  in  the  Worship  Committee  budget,  we  hope  through  all  of  you  it  will  be  self sus- 
taining. It  is  a  lovely  way  to  add  to  the  service  while  honoring  family  members  or  spe- 
cial occasions*  After  the  services  the  flowers  will  be  yours.  A  flower  chart  will  be 
available  at  the  church  or  you  can  phone  Erma  Vanderwall  484-7878  (evenings) .  This  will 
start  the  first  Sunday  in  September.  That  date  is  already  taken  but  all  others  are  open. 
May  we  hear  from  you  soon  so  your  preference  will  be  availabie.  It  will  be  in  each  Sun- 
days bulletin  who  has  given  the  flowers  and  the  reason  given  unless  otherwise  requested. 

MEN'S  RETREAT 

The  Regional  Christian  Men's  Fellowship  will  be  gathering  for  retreat  at  Barbee 
September  19-21.  All  men  are  invited.  Its  a  great  opportunity  for  fellowship  and  in- 
spiration.  Call  Dick  Hamm  to  register  or  for  more  information. 


"SHARE  THE  CARE  DAY" 

On  Saturday,  August  9  (not  the  2nd,  as  previously  planned)  you're  invited  to  be  at 
church  for  work  on  our  shrubs,  and  other  outdoor  maintenance.  Come  at  8:30  a.m.  and 
stay  as  long  as  you  wish.  Bring  pruners,  rake,  etc.,  _if_  you  have  them  (but  don't  stay 
away  if  you  don't  have  them!).  Help  spruce  up  the  grounds  and  enjoy  great  fellowship, 
too! 


SINGLES! 

On  Saturday,  August  9,  our  group  will  be  going  to  Chain-O-Lakes  for  a  day  of  swim- 
ming, canoeing,  eating,  and  sunning.  We'll  meet  at  the  Hall's  Hollywood  Restaurant  at 
Coliseum  Blvd.  for  breakfast  at  8:30  a.m.,  and  then  carpool  to  the  park.  Bring  your 
bathing  suit,  money  for  canoes,  and  a  brown  bag  lunch.  Guests  and  interested  singles 
are  welcome,   of   course! 

Call  Karla  Dyer  at  the  church  office  for  more  information  (744-3239).  No  RSVP 
needed. 


SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 

Tuesday,  August  12 
Tuesday,  August  19 
Tuesday,  August  26 
Tuesday,   Sept.   2 


9:45  p.m.  Lawton  #3 

6:35  p.m.  Tillman  #3  (we  provide  ump  for  5:25  p.m.) 

6:00  p.m.  Franke  (we  provide  ump  at  7:15  p.m.) 

9:45  p.m.  Lawton  //3 


REGISTER  FOR  AUGUST  ADVENTURES! 

Children  age  3  through  grade  5  (last  school  year)  are  invited  to  August  Adventures 
every  Sunday  in  August  from  9:30  to  noon.   Wear  gym  shoes  and  casual  clothes. 

Forms  are  available  in  the  church  office.  THERE  WILL  BE  NO  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  OR  EXTEN- 
DED SESSION  DURING  AUGUST! 


PRAYER  SERVICE,  SUNDAYS,  6:15  -  7;00  P.M. 

When  we  have  been  remolded  into  VCving  witnesses  of  Christ  through  solitude^  si- 
lence j  and  prayer j  we  will  no  longer  have  to  worry  about  whether  we  are  saying  the  right 
thing  or  making  the  right  gesture  because  then  Christ  will  make  His  Presence  known  even 
when  we  are  not  aware  of  it. 


FESTIVAL  OF  PEACE  AND  UNDERSTANDING 

"Measure  Him  Right"  is  the  theme  for  the  all 
city  choir  celebration  culminating  the  events  of 
the  Festival  of  Peace  and  Understanding  to  be 
held  at  Foellinger  Outdoor  Theater  on  Sunday, 
August  17  at  6:30  p.m. 

The  celebration  will  include  an  adult  choir 
comprised  of  Fort  Wayne  singers  who  will  present 
folk  songs,  anthems  and  secular  music  under  the 
direction  of  Helen  Donnell,  Minister  of  Music  at 
First  Christian  Church.  A  children's  choir,  di- 
rected by  Jocelyn  Basse  of  the  Children  of  Peace 
Coristers,  will  also  participate.  The  program 
will  also  include  readings  from  authors'  Dr. 
Scott  Peck,  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  Rabbi  Harold 
Kushner  and  others. 

Rehearsals  for  the  adult  choir  (including 
high  school  students)  will  be  held  at  Plymouth 
Congregational  Church  UCC,  501  W.  Berry  St.,  on 
Monday-Thursday,  August  11-14  from  7-9  p.m. 
Rehearsals  for  the  children's  choir  will  be  held 
at  IPFW,  2101  Coliseum  Blvd.  East,  Classroom 
Medical  Building,  on  Wednesday-Saturday,  August 
13-16  from  10  a.m.  to  noon. 

For  more  information  call  Helen  Donnell  =at 
432-0152. 

There  are  children  who  would  enjoy  participa- 
ting in  the  Shalom  Choir  for  the  Festival  of 
Peace  and  Understanding  but  who  need  transporta- 
tion. If  your  child  wishes  to  take  part,  and/or 
if  you  can  help  carpool,  please  call  Helen  Don- 
nell at  432-0152. 


THANK  VOU 

We  mj>h  to    thank  all    who  nxpK2M&o,d    concern 
and  sympathy  at  tkd  nzamt  pa&Aing  away  o&  Vonu>t 
my  uu^e  and  paKtnzx  and  motheA. 

Ralph  Richand  and  family 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -   8-3-86 
Millie  &  Don  Coffman. 

PANTRY /FOOD  BANK  NEEDS: 

Powdered  Milk,   P-Nut  Butter,   Jelly,   Canned 
Meats,    Canned  Fruit 


I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 


Associated  Churches 


HIGHLIGHTS 

Saturday,  August  9  —  6  p.m. 
5  K  Run  —  IPFW  Campus 

Friday,  August  15  —  7  p.m. 
guest  speaker,  Dr.  Kenneth 
Boulding  —  author,  peace  acti- 
vist, economist  —  IPFW  Campus 
Classroom  Medical  Building, 
Lecture  Hall 

Saturday,  August  16  —  7  p.m. 
The  Al  Stiles  Talent  Show  — 
IPFW 
Campus  —  Walb  Union 

Sunday,  August  17  —  5  p.m. 
Independence  Day  Celebration 
of 

India  —  IPFW  Campus 
Walb  Union 

Sunday,  August  17  —  6:30  p.m. 
All-City  Multi-Choir  Celebration 
Foellinger  Outdoor  Theatre 

FREE  Admission  (except  race) 

Plus  Much  More 


For  more  information, 
call  (219)  481-6171 


FROM     PARSON      TO     PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

Someone  asked  me  about  income  tax  laws  as  they  affect  ministers.  There  is  so  much 
misunderstanding  and  so  much  bad  press  about  fraudulent  abuse  of  the  lay  by  "pseudo-min- 
isters"  that  I   think  I'll  take  this   space  to  explain  just  what   the  law  is. 

Ministers  do  get  an  income  tax  break,  but  the  savings  are  given  back  to  the  govern- 
ment through  another  tax.  On  the  one  hand,  I  do  not  pay  income  tax  on  the  portion  of  my 
income  that  is  used  to  provide  housing  for  myself.  I  must  declare  what  portion  of  my 
income  is  to  be  considered  housing  allowance  in  advance  of  the  tax  year,  and  then  I  can 
deduct  only  that  amount  I  can  demonstrate  (with  receipts)  was  actually  used  for  housing. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  have  to  pay  "Self-Employment"  .  tax,  which  makes  no  sense  to  me, 
since  I  am  obviously  not  self-employed.  This  self-employment  tax  is  actually  social  se- 
curity tax,  but  instead  of  the  church  paying  half  and  the  minister  half  (as  with  other 
employers-employees),    the  minister  pays  the  full  amount. 

Most  years,     my  savings   in  income  tax     and  my  loss   to     self-employment   tax     almost 
exactly  balance  each  other  out,  which  means  I  pay  taxes  just  like  everyone  else. 

I  have  always  felt  they  should  simplify  the  tax  code  for  ministers  and  remove  the 
housing  allowance  and  reduce  the  self-employment  tax  to  what  other  employees  pay  as  so- 
cial security  tax,  but  I'm  hesitant  to  lobby  for  such  a  change  fearful  they'll  change 
one   (the  deduction)   but  not   the  other   (the  self- employment  tax) ! 

The  opportunity  for  fraud  arises  when  someone  claims  to  be  ordained  by  some  church 
or  other  (usually  having  a  certificate  of  ordination  purchased  for  $20.00  from  some 
store  front  operation  in  California!)  and  when  this  person  exercises  a  once  in  a  life- 
time opportunity  to  choose  not  to  be  covered  by  Social  Security  (an  option  provided  for 
those  few  ministers  who  have  moral  objections  to  Social  Security).  In  theory  every  min- 
ister gets  to  choose  whether  or  not  to  be  covered,  but  once  you  pay  self-employement  tax, 
you've  made  your  choice  and,  valistically,  few  young  ministers  have  any  moral  objection 
(although  many  have  financial  objections!)    or  are  aware  they  can   choose. 

Confused?     Don't  feel  bad there's  alot  of   it  going  around,    espcially  in  April! 

See  you  soon. 

Love, 

A  BIG  THANK  VOU 

Peggy  and  I  want  to  thank  all  oh  you.,  and  e&peclally  Ktiu>  Ohnz.dk  and  hen.  membeuhlp 
Committee.,  ^ok  the.  beautiful  eo^ee  noun  July  27.  The  entlxe  day  wa6  wondeA^ul  and  a 
fieal  joy. 

I  \eel    e&peclally  honored  to  be.  named    Mlnl&ten  EmenltuA  o&     thli  ehunch,  which  ha* 
been  *o  special  to  me  thejt>e  pa&t  IS  yeaJU>. 

Oua  new  addbie&A  will  be.  8709  E.  S.W.  96th  St,,  Oeala,  FL  32676.  We  tmxly  hope  to 
heax  {nam  you  and  will  be  mo&t  Intenehted  In  steading  Tiding*  each  week  and  watching  the 
ptiogJiet>A  and  gnowth  o{  thit>,   oua  chunch. 

Whenever  any  o{,  you  come  to  T-i.ohA.da,  &top  by  to  &ee  u6.  Leave  1-75  at  the  Oeala 
exit  \t>tate  Koad  200)  and  go  wei>t  about  5%  mltei  to  "On  Top  o£  the  WonZd" .  We'll  be 
looking  ^oK  you. 

HOilam  Blxenman  and  Peggy  BuiklAk 

OUR  WORLD  IS   GOD'S  WORLD;      VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL 

August  18-22,   Monday,  Wednesday,   Friday,     9:00  a.m.   -  noon;      Tuesday,      &  Thursday, 
9:00  -  2:30.        Cost  is   $2.00  per  child,     with  $5.00  maximum  for  a     family.      Registration 
limited,   so  register  now!     Deadline:     August  13.     Forms  available  in  church  office. 
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COME   ONE!    COME  ALL! 

Old  fashioned  ice  cream  social,  August  24,  4:30-6:00  p.m.  Ice  cream,  homemade 
pies  and  cakes,  music  and  sing-a-long  with  Dick  Hamm  and  Don  Wiltfong  on  guitar,  and 
Jack  Weicker  on  mandolin. 

DON'T  MENTION   AGE 

Our  D.M.A.  group  will  be  going  to  the  Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg  Festival  on  Friday, 
August  29,  to  see  the  museum  and  a  quilt  show.  We'll  leave  the  church  at  8:30  a.m.  and 
return  in  early  afternoon.     We'll  carpool   from  the   church. 

All  are  welcome ! 


RECEPTION  FOR  KARLA  DYER 

Karla  Dyer  has  served  as  our  summer  intern  since  the  end  of  May,  and  she  has  been  a 
delight  to  work  with.  Sunday,  August  17,  will  be  her  last  day  with  us,  so  we  will  have 
a  small  reception  for  her  during  coffee  hour.   Come  and  say  "good-by"  and  "thanks"! 

SINGLES ! 


Our  group  will  meet  for  a  cook-out  at  Diane  Rosener's  place,   4:00  p.m.,  Sunday, 
August  24.   Call  744-3239  to  RSVP. 

Hope  to  see  you  there!   Guests  and  all  interested  singles  are  welcome. 


SECRET  PLACE  AVAILABLE 

The  September-November  quarter  of  the  Secret  Place  Devotional  booklet   is  now 
available  at  the  church  in  the  narthex  or  the  south  window.   Get  your  copy  this  Sunday! 

FAMILY  CAMP  AT  BARBEE 

You're  invited  to  a  Regional  Family  Camp   at  Barbee,   Friday,  August  29  -  Monday, 
September  1  (Labor  Day).    Don't  worry  about  the  usual  Labor  Day  crowds   at  public  camp 
grounds.   Come  to  Barbee  and  enjoy  great  fellowship,  facilities,  and  spiritual  uplifting, 
See  Dick  Hamm  for  details. 

FLOWERS  EACH  SUNDAY  in  the  Sanctuary  is  a  new  goal  of  our  Worship  Committee.  To  augment 
this  we  have  selected  Flowers  and  Barbara,  4304  Fairfield.  The  cost  is  $15.00.  As  this 
is  not  in  the  Worship  Committee  budget,  we  hope  through  all  of  you  it  will  be  selfsus- 
taining.  It  is  a  lovely  way  to  add  to  the  service  while  honoring  family  members  or  spe- 
cial occasions.  After  the  services  the  flowers  will  be  yours.  A  flower  chart  will  be 
available  at  the  church  or  you  can  phone  Erma  Vanderwall  484-7878  (evenings) .  This  will 
start  the  first  Sunday  in  September.  That  date  is  already  taken  but  all  others  are  open. 
May  we  hear  from  you  soon  so  your  preference  will  be  available.  It  will  be  in  each  Sun- 
days bulletin  who  has  given  the  flowers  and  the  reason  given  unless  otherwise  requested. 


SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 

Tuesday,  August  19 
Tuesday,  August  26 
Tuesday,  Sept.  2 


6:35  p.m.   Tillman  #3  (we  provide  ump  for  5:25  p.m.) 
6:00  p.m.   Franke  (we  provide  ump  at  7:15  p.m.) 
9:45  p.m.   Lawton  #3 


MEN'S  RETREAT 

The  Regional  Christian  Men's  Fellowship  will  be  gathering  for  retreat  at  Barbee 
September  19-21.  All  men  are  invited.  Its  a  great  opportunity  for  fellowship  and  in- 
spiration.  Call  Dick  Hamm  to  register  or  for  more  information. 

YOU'RE  INVITED 

The  congregation,  families,  friends,  neighbors  are  invited  to  Measure  Him  Right .  a 
program  of  powerful  readings  and  music  wrapped  around  the  theme  of  loving  and  caring  of 
each  other  and  all  those  in  our  world.  It  will  be  held  at  the  Foellinger  Theater 
Franke  Park,  this  Sunday  evening  at  6:30,  and  is  the  culminating  celebration  of  the 
events  of  the  Festival  of  Peace  and  Understanding  which  is  going  on  in  Fort  Wayne  all  of 
this  week.  Several  of  our  congreation  are  taking  part  —  Curt  Miller,  Don  Parlette,  Bob 
Orr,  Dave  Orr,  and  members  of  the  Chancel  Choir  and  of  the  Celebration.  All  city  adult 
and  childrens  choir  will  sing  together  supported  by  combos  and  a  brass  quartet,  and  the 
Clowns  of  the  Cross  will  also  pay  a  wonderful  visit.   Do  come  and  enjoy! 

THANK  VOU 

I  want  to  thank  many  ^siienck  at  VVubt  CfaisUtlan  Chu/icJi  faoK  the.  candA,   vli>i£i> ,   catt& 

and  psiayoAA,   and  Ape.CA.al  thanks  to  V-ick  and  Von  and  a!U>o  Gi.nl  ZKown. 

love,  to  All, 
IVLyn  KfieJjiQ.heA. 


My  child, (child's  name)  has  my  permission  to 

attend  the  following  August  Adventures  outings  sponsored  by  First  Christian  Church: 


August  3,  "Clown  Sunday" 
August  10,  "Track  and  Field  Sunday" 
August  17,  "Nature  Sunday" 
August  24,  "Music  Sunday" 
August  31,  "Class  Parties" 


Parent's  Name: 
Address: 


Phone  Number: 


ONLY  after  every  resonable  attempt  has  been  made  to  contact 

you  in  the  case  of  an  emergency  will  medical  treatment  be 

sought. 

IN  THE  CASE  I  cannot  be  reached  and  emergency  medical  treatment 

is  necessary  I  give  my  permission  for  such  treatment: 

SIGNED:  ^Parent's  Signature) 


REGISTER  FOR  AUGUST  ADVENTURES! 

Children  age  3  through  grade  5  (last  school  year)  are  invited  to  August  Adventures 

every  Sunday  in  August  from  9:30  to  noon.  Wear  gym  shoes  and  casual  clothes.  Return 
the  above  sheet  to  the  church  office  or  give  it  to  Don,  or  call  in  reservations  and 
bring  this  signed  slip  with  your  child  on  Sunday.  THERE  WILL  BE  NO  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  OR  EX- 
TENDED SESSION  DURING  AUGUST! 


AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -   8-10-86 

Paul  Blackburn,   928  W.   DeVIald;   Gene  Dominique,    3328  Oak  Borough  Run;   Vernon 
Larson,   1503  E.   Paulding  Road. 


&  Charlotte 


FROM     PARSON      TO     PERSON 


Dear  Friends, 

By  the  time  you  read  this,  my  family  and  I  should  be  headed  home.  I  should  be  re- 
freshed and  should  have  rekindled  old  friendships  at  my  20th  High  School  Class  Reunion. 
I  have  faith  that  all  this  will  be  so  as  I  write  this  before  leaving  for  vacation. 

I'm  looking  forward  to  this  Sunday,  August  17,  because  I  want  to  share  an  idea  with 
you  that  is  new  to  me,  although  it's  really  as  old  as  the  New  Testament.  My  sermon  will 
be  about  faith  healing!  Now  that  should  be  good  for  a  few  double  takes!  You'll  have  to 
wait  till  Sunday  to  get  the  details ! 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 

P.S.  It's  time  for  me  to  issue  a  periodic  warning:  do  not  count  on  the  hospitals  to 
notify  us  that  you  are  there.  Yes,  they  ask  for  your  church  affiliation  (always 
put  First  Christian  Church),  but  sometimes  the  call  doesn't  get  made,  sometimes 
they  call  the  wrong  church,  sometimes  they  don't  reach  us.  Please  notify  the 
church  office  yourself,  or  tell  one  of  the  pastors.  We  want  to  minister  to  you  in 
the  hospital,  and  it's  very  frustrating  to  find  that  we  missed  the  opportunity. 
Thanks ! 

—  ■  --         i  —  -  !—■  mm  -  —    —    

Hi! 

Summer  sure  has  gone  fast!  I  feel  like  I'm  just  beginning  and  yet  I  am  ending.  I 
have  enjoyed  being  here  this  summer  and  I  have  learned  alot.  I  appreciate  all  the  help 
you  have  given  me.  Through  your  confidence  in  me,  I  have  been  able  to  build  my  own  con- 
fidence. I  want  to  take  a  moment  to  tell  you  what  I  plan  to  do  from  now  on.  Of  course, 
first  I  have  6-7  years  of  school  left  before  I  receive  my  Master  of  Divinity  degree  and 
can  be  ordained.  I  want  to  work  as  a  minister  in  a  church  with  an  emphasis  on  youth  and 
counseling.  I  also  love  drama  so  I  will  be  exploring  new  ways  to  use  it  in  ministry.  I 
know  that  even  if  my  plans  change,  I  will  never  forget  my  intern  experience  or  First 
Christian.  I  am  sure  if  you  get  another  intern  (which  I  hope  you  do)  she  or  he  will  be 
met  with  the  same  love  and  patience  that  has  greeted  me.  I'd  like  to  leave  you  with  a 
little  saying  that  has  helped  me  when  I  become  discouraged.  It's  by  Helen  Steiner  Rice 
"Great  is  your  gladness,  Rich  your  reward  when  you  make  your  life's  purpose  the  choice 
of  the  Lord."  Take  care! 

Love, 


neuJuL 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

An  ancient  story  is  told  about  the  Roman  emperor  Hadrian.  He  was  riding  to  war 
when  he  passed  an  old  man  planting  a  fig  seedling  in  a  garden.  The  emperor  stopped  his 
horse  and  asked  "why  in  your  old  age  do  you  work  so  zealously?  Do  you  expect  to  eat  the 
fruit  from  the  tree  you  are  planting?" 

The  old  man  rose  slowly  to  his  feet  and  said,  "If  it  be  God's  will,  I  shall  eat  of 
it;  if  not,  my  sons  will  enjoy  it." 

It  is  often  difficult  for  us  to  see  beyond  the  horizons  of  our  own  life,  or  of  our 
own  generation.  I  know  that  in  the  year  2023  I  will  (God  willing)  be  seventy  years  old, 
and  everything  that  happens  from  here  to  there  is  important  to  me,  whether  it  is  war  or 
peace,  famine  or  plenty,  environmental  maintenance  or  ecoglogical  disaster:  These  this 
will  bear  on  my  life  and  my  generation. 

But  these  events  will  effect  humanity  for  the  rest  of  its  years,  just  as  our  lives 
are  shaped  by  the  events  of  24  B.C.,  86  AP,  1086  or  1886.  We  are  not  isolated  lives, 
but  part  of  an  ever  flowing  stream,  unbroken  and  deepening  or  clogging  the  channels 
through  which  future  generations  will  flow. 
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"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
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COME  ONE!   COME  ALL! 

Old  fashioned  ice  cream  social,  August  24,  4:30  -  6:00  p.m.  Ice  cream,  homemade 
pies  and  cakes,  music  and  sing-a-long  with  Dick  Hamm  and  Con  Wiltfong  on  guitar,  and 
Jack  Weicker  on  mandolin. 


SINGLES! 

Our  group  will  meet  for  a  cook-out  at  Diane  Rosener's  place,  4:00  p.m.,  Sunday, 
August  24.   Call  744-3239  to  RSVP. 

Hope  to  see  you  there!   Guests  and  all  interested  singles  are  welcome. 

TEACHERS'  MEETING 

The  first  teachers'  meeting  of  the  year  will  be  Monday,  August  25,  at  7:00  p.m.  We 
will  discuss  "classroom  discipline!.   Hope  you  can  be  there!   (Babysitting  provided). 

DON'T  MENTION  AGE 

Our  D.M.A.  group  will  be  going  "to  the  "Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg  Festival  bnTFriday, 
August  29,  to  see  the  museum  and  a  quilt  show.  We'll  leave  the  church  at  8:30  a.m.  and 
return  in  early  afternoon.   We'll  carpool  from  the  church. 

All  are  welcome! 


FAMILY  CAMP  AT  BARBEE  "" 

You  re  invited  to   a  Regional  Family  Camp  at  Barbee,  Friday,   August  29  -  Monday, 
September  1  (Labor  Day).    Don't  worry  about  the  usual  Labor  Day  crowds   at  public  camp 
grounds.   Come  to  Barbee  and  enjoy  great  fellowship,  facilities,  and  spiritual  uplifting, 
See  Dick  Hamm  for  details. 

CLEAR  DAY  for  church  leaders,   Saturday,  September  13.   Call  Dick  for  details  and  regis- 
tration. 

COMMITTEE  MEETINGS,  7:00  p.m.,  Tuesday,  August  26 
Evangelism  Committee  will  not  meet! 

ELDERS'  MEETING,  Tuesday,  August  26,  8:00  p.m. 

BREAD  FOR  THE  WORLD,  Tuesday,  August  26,  6:00  p.m. 


SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 


Tuesday,  August  26  -  6:00  p.m.   Franke  (we  provide  ump  at  7:15  p.m.) 
Tuesday,  Sept.  2   -  9:45  p.m.   Lawton  #3 


CHANCEL  CHOIR  -  FIRST  PRACTICE 
August  28  -  7:00  p.m. 
Bring  a  Friend! 


THAMK  VOU! 

We  mIK  to  thank  all  the.  membeAA  oj$ 
thiA  chuAch  family     ^oa  fiejne.mbeAA.ng  ua 
vohile.  we  weAe  III  thU>  ipAlng. 
Von  6  Valztta  Vanlette 


SVMPTAHV 

Oua  sympathy  aj>  extende.d  to  Vavtd 
GAiggi  and  kli,  family  In  the.  Ae.ce.nt  dzath 
o&  kh  motheA,  GoldLe.. 


AFRICAN  UPDATE  -  FROM  RELIEF  TO  DEVELOPMENT 

The  best  rains  in  many  years  has  fallen  in  Africa  in  1986.  The  transformation  in 
drought  stricken  countries  has  been  spectacular.  The  harvest  in  the  Sahel  was  over  50% 
higher  than  the  year  before.   As  a  result  the  food  outlook  is  much  brighter. 

The  crisis,  however,  is  not  over.  In  countries  where  food  supplies  are  not  secure 
(Ethiopia,  Sudan,  Angola,  Botswana,  Mozambigue,  and  Cape  Verde)  relief  efforts  are  still 
urgently  needed.  In  many  other  countries  seed  supplies  need  to  be  restocked,  surplus 
must  be  stored  and  distributed,  animal  herds  must  be  protected  against  disease,  improved 
farming  practices  must  be  introduced,  trees  must  be  planted,  water  sources  and  distribu- 
tion systems  must  be  developed,  and  basic  agricultural  improvements  must  be  made  avail- 
able at  the  village  level. 

Good  weather  alone  will  not  solve  the  problem  of  hunger  in  Africa.  Although  the 
rains  have  returned,  trends  continue  which  may  lead  to  disaster. 

Emergency  relief  by  Disciples  and  others  has  saved  lives  and  made  it  possible  for 
people  who  had  left  home  to  find  food  to  return  and  begin  to  re-establish  themselves. 
There  was  an  overwhelming  response  by  people  of  good  will  and  compassion.  But  the 
crisis  did  not  occur  overnight  and  has  not  ended.  The  world's  fastest  rate  of  popula- 
tion growth,  combined  with  a  decade  long  decline  in  per  capita  food  production  was 
merely  ignited  into  emergency  by  the  drought.  Hunger  and  serious  human  need  will  con- 
tinue to  stalk  the  African  continent  for  the  foreseeable  future.  In  partnership  with 
Christian  colleague  agencies,  we  will  continue  to  work  for  rehabilitation  and  develop- 
ment that  will  result  in  food  production,  water  resource  development  and  protection  of 
the  environement. 

PROMOTION  SUNDAY 

This  year  promotion  Sunday  will  be  on  Sunday,  September  7.  All  children's  classes 
and  their  parents  will  meet  in  the  fellowship  hall  during  the  Sunday  School  hour  and 
honor  those  individuals  from  beginners  through  high  school.  Refreshments  will  be  served 
and  we  hope  to  see  you  all  there! 

The  Christian  Education  Committee 


Saturday 
September  /3.  /9S6 


Christian 
Theological    Seminary 

Indianapolis 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

I  don't  usually  refer  directly  to  the  actions  of  politicians,  because  I  do  not  in 
any  way  wish  to  appear  politically  partisan.  However,  occasionally  I  feel  the  need  to 
make  such  a  direct  reference. 

Specifically,  I  am  most  impressed  by  and  appreciative  of  Senator  Lugar's  commitment 
to  ending  apartheid  in  South  Africa  and  the  leadership  he  has  exerted  in  the  Senate  and 
the  Foreign  Relations  Committee.  He  has  proposed,  and  successfully  moved  through  the 
Senate,  a  set  of  meaningful  economic  sanctions.  It  is  obvious  to  me  that  Botha's 
government  will  do  nothing,  fundamentally,  about  ending  apartheid  or  sharing  power  with 
the  80%  of  the  population  that  is  black  until  it  absolutely  has  to  do  something.  While 
Lugar's  sanctions  will  not,  by  themselves,  force  a  change,  they  do  send  an  important 
signal  of  moral  leadership  to  the  rest  of  the  world  community,  and  they  will  help  the 
Botha  government  know  that  they  will  need  to  be  prepared  to  face  increasing  isolation 
from  the  rest  of  the  world  if  they  do  not  address  these  issues  of  justice. 

So,  even  at  the  risk  of  ^sounding  partisan  (which  I  am  not)  ,  I  want  to  say  "Attaboy 
Senator  Lugar!   This  is  what  leadership  is  all  about!" 

We  did  have  a  great  vacation  and  I  feel  really  refreshed.  Thanks  for  making  that 
possible. 

See  you  Sunday! 


Love, 


Fort  Wayne 
Stroke  Club 


SUPPORT  ONE  M0IH£R 


MEETINGS: 


LOCATION: 


MEMBERS: 


DUES: 


1st   &   3rd  Thursday  of   each  month  7:00  - 

9:00  p.m. 

Eds all  House  Apartments 

Building  C,  meeting  room 

310  W.  Berry 

(Park  in  Ewing  Street  Lot) 

Any  person  who  has  had  a  stroke,  their 

family,  and  anyone  interested  in  stroke, 


$2  per  year  per  family  + 
nation 


10c  coffee  do- 


2. 
3. 


OBJECTIVES: 

1.  Bring  stroke  people  &  their  families  together  to  aid  each  other  and  have  fun. 
Active  participation  in  the  club  by  those  who  have  had  strokes. 

Provide  information  about  strokes  and  stroke  rehabilitation  (professional  people 
in  the  community  act  as  resource  speakers.) 

Give  new  hope  to  recent  stroke  patients  and  their  families  and  encourage  them  to 
work  actively  at  self-improvement. 

Inform  the  community  about  strokes,   the  victims  of  strokes  and  the  rehabilitation 
process. 


FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Lucille  Hess  -  Advisor  (after  4:00  p.m.) 

3439  Glenhurst 
484-4430 
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First  Christian  Church 


744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  August  27,  1986  No.  34 


WELCOME  NEW  MEMBER! 

Lana  Fanger  united  by  transfer  from  a  Methodist  background  in  Cincinnati  this  Sun- 
day. She  and  her  children  live  at  340  S.  Cornell  Circle  07,  phone  -  744-4093.  Welcome 
Lana! 

WELCOME  OLD  MEMBER! 

Liz  Armstrong  joined  this  congregation  last  year  and  then  had  to  move  to  North 
Carolina.  She's  back!  Welcome  Liz!  She's  living  at  5102  Holton  Avenue,  phone  -  745- 
7131. 


WELCOME  HOME  MEMBER! 

Eunice  Conrad  has  returned  from  a  summer  of  teaching  english  in  Red  China, 
forward  to  pictures  and  stories ! 


We  look 


PREMARITAL  SEMINAR  ... 

If  you  are  planning  a  wedding  within  the  next  year,  the  pastors  are  offering  a  pre- 
marital seminar  Sunday,  September  14,  2:00  -  8:00  p.m.,  at  the  church.  Guest  speakers 
will  be  present  along  with  Dick  &  Don  to  address  such  topics  as  finances,  communication, 
legal  matters,  sexuality,  being  married  in  the  church,  and  more.  Call  Dick  to  RSVP. 
There  is  no  charge.  This  seminar  is  required  for  everyone  Dick  or  Don  does  a  wedding 
for.   It  is  offered  again  May  3,  '87. 

SINGLES! 

Our  group  will  meet  on  Sunday,  September  7,  4:00  p.m.  at  Diane  Rosener's  for  a 
cook-out!   Call  Dick  (744-3239)  to  RSVP.   Guests  and  first-timers  welcome! 

SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 

Tuesday,  September  2  -  9:45  p.m.   Lawton  #3. 

CLEAR  DAY  for  church  leaders,   Saturday,  September  13.   Call  Dick  for  details  and  regis- 
tration. 


PROMOTION  SUNDAY 

This  year  promotion  Sunday  will  be  on  Sunday,  September  7.  All  children's  classes 
and  their  parents  will  meet  in  the  fellowship  hall  during  the  Sunday  School  hour  and 
honor  those  individuals  from  beginners  through  high  school.  Refreshments  will  be  served 
and  we  hope  to  see  you  all  there! 

The  Christian  Education  Committee 

MAKING  PEACE  WITH  YOUR  PARENTS  SEMINAR 

Wednesday,  6:30  p.m.,  September  10,  17,  24,  October  1,  8. 

Whether  we  are  20  years  old  or  70  years  old,  whether  our  parents  are  deceased  or 
still  living,  it  is  essential  to  our  own  emotional  health  to  be  at  peace  with  our 
parents  (especially  as  they  live  within  us).  Dr.  Hamm  will  lead  us  through  this 
important  and  revealing  study. 

Visitors  and  guests  are  welcome.  (This  seminar  is  part  of  the  new  Wednesday  Night 
Program) . 


NEW  PROGRAM  FOR  ALL  AGES  ! 

Wednesday  Nights  at  First  Christian  will  never  be  the  same  beginning  September  10! 

For  Children     "Creative  Arts  in  Worship" 

The  Creative  Arts  in  Worship  Program  is  designed  for  children  K-2nd  grade, 
and  3-rd-5th  grade.  The  children  enjoy  exploring  many  of  the  gifts  worshippers 
have  brought  to  God  and  to  his  people  in  the  expression  of  faith  for  centuries: 
singing,  the  use  of  instruments,  dance,  drama,  poetry,  arts.  In  the  church, 
these  are  always  linked  with  Christian  Education  and  so  we  teach  them  in  rela- 
tionship to  the  Bible  and  understanding  God. 

Our  goals  are:  (1)  To  help  each  child  grow  in  his/her  understanding  of 
God,  of  self,  and  of  others.  (2)  To  lead  children  toward  commitment  to  Christ 
and  the  church.  (3)  To  give  them  many  and  varied  opportunities  to  discover 
their  own  talents.   Consistent  attendance  is  necessary. 

Creative  Arts  in  Worship  meets  on  Wednesdays,  at  6:00  P.M.  After  a  light 
supper,   activities  follow  from  6:30  -  8:00  P.M.  (Sept. -May). 

For  Adults  and  Youth     "The  Chancel  Choir" 

The  Chancel  Choir  is  people  who  find  joy  in  singing  and  who  are  committed 
to  leading  the  congregation  in  the  worship  of  God.  It  is  a  choir  of  adults  and 
high  school  youth.  Rehearsals  are  Thursdays,  7-9  P.M.  with  child  care  avail- 
able. The  Choir  regularly  sings  Sundays  at  the  10:45  A.M.  service,  September- 
May,  and  on  a  few  other  special  occasions.  Anthems  and  responses  are  chosen  to 
compliment  the  lectionary  scriptures  for  each  Sunday.  They  offer  a  wide 
variety  of  scriptural  and  poetic  texts  and  musical  styles. 

"The  Carillon" 

Four  octaves  of  handbells  are  a  very  important  part  of  the  music  program 
of  the  church.  The  Carillon  is  a  developing  bell  choir  of  ten  ringers.  It 
rings  several  times  during  the  year  including  special  services  at  Christmas  and 
Easter.   It  rehearses  Thursdays,  5:30  -  6:45  P.M. 


Wednesday  Night  Seminars 

At  the  same  time  that  children  are  involved  in  Creative  Arts  in  Worship, 
Junior  and  Senior  High  students  and  adults  have  the  opportunity  for  seminars  on 
a  variety  of  subjects.   Child  care  is  available  for  pre-kindergarten  children. 

Sept.  10-0ct.  8  (5  weeks)   Making  Peace  With  Your  Parents  -  Dick  Hamm 
Oct.  15-Nov.  19  (6  weeks)   Process  Theology  -  Don  Wiltfong 

There  will  be  no  program  on  November  26 
Dec.  3-Dec.  17  (3  weeks)   Advent  Activities 

Cookie  baking,  wreath  making,  stocking  filling 
Dec.  24  -  Christmas  Eve  Services,  6:30  P.M.  and  11:00  P.M. 

6:00  P.M.   Hot  Wassail  and  H'ors  D'Oeuvres 

There  will  be  no  program  on  December  31 
Jan.  7-Feb.  11  (6  weeks)   Active  Parenting  -  Nancy  Smith 
Feb.  18  &  25  -  What  You  Always  Wanted  to  Know  About  the  Hymn  Book  but  Were  Afraid 

to  Ask  -  Helen  Donnell 


FROM     PARSON      TO     PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

I  have  a  real  sense  of  hopefulness  about  the  new  church  year  now  about  to  begin. 
I  have  a  clearer  sense  of  priorities  for  my  own  use  of  time  than  I  have  felt  for  some 
time.  It's  interesting  how  some  things  within  yourself  cannot  be  "forced".  I'm  re- 
ferring in  this  case  to  priorities. 

That  is,  one  can  make  up  all  kinds  of  lists  of  priorities.  But  until  you  are  really 
ready  to  make  those  things  your  priorities,  you  continue  to  make  other  things  your  pri- 
orities by  your  actions.   As  Shakespear  said,  "the  readiness  is  all".   Indeed. 

Several  things  have  contributed  to  my  readiness.  One  is  my  20th  high  school  re- 
union, which  helped  me  sort  through  some  "old  business".  Another  was  my  visit  with  my 
parents  and  my  brother.  Another  was  the  fact  that  I  worked  myself  to  exhaustion  before 
leaving  on  vacation  (something  has  to  give!).  There  are  other  factors,  but  they  all  had 
to  converge  in  order  for  me  to  be  ready  to  change. 

I  wonder  what  changes  you  want  to  make  in  your  life?  What  do  you  still  need  to  do 
in  order  to  be  truly  ready  to  change. 

One  son  said  "Yes,  I  11  go",  but  he  didn't.  The  other  said,  "No",  but  later  went 
and  did  as  his  father  asked.  Sometimes  we  even  have  to  say  "no"  in  order  to  be  able  to 
say  "yes". 

The  readiness  is  all.   What  do  you  still  need  to  do  to  get  ready? 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 


SVMPATHV 

Qua.  sympathy  and  piayzsu>  ojkl   expended  to  WomQJi  St&v&nAon    In  the  death  o&  WonXem>e. 
HeA  ^unzJial  uxu>  at  the  ckuJich  on  August  10. 

(jJe  aJUo  Kemexrhen.  Vei.on.eb  Keebontz,  whoie  ^at'ieh.  died  a^ten,  a    long     WLnoAi*  In  Ken- 
tucky. 

CHANCEL  CHOIR  -  FIRST  PRACTICE 

August  28  -  7:00  p.m. 

No  Age  Limit! 

No  Talent  Limit! 

Everyone  Welcome! 

Party  After  in  Fellowship  Hall 

UPCOMING  EVENT: 

ICE  CREAM  SOCIAL,  SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  14  at  4:30  p.m.   ALL  CHURCH  EVENT. 

Did  you  know. . . 

that  all  women  of  the   church  are   automatically  members  of  CWF?   Exercise  your 
automatic  membership  -  attend  meetings!! 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -   8-24-86 

Mrs.   Marline  Eine3    1530  Riviera  Drive;         Mr.      &  Mrs.    Dan  Witt,   David,  Ann,   &  Sara 
Lindsay,   Athens,   Georgia;  Joe,   Ben,   &  Matt  Wagoner,   Columbia  City,   Indiana. 
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WELCOME  NEW  MEMBERS! 

Jill  Franklin  and  John  Hine  transferred  their  membership  from  Broadway  Christian 
this  Sunday.  Jill  and  John  will  be  married  here  later  this  month.  Welcome!  - 

Mike  Piatt  also  transferred  his  membership  Sunday  from  a  Catholic  and  Baptist  back- 
ground.  He  is  living  at  2220  Opeeche  08,  phone  478-1215.  Welcome! 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  KICKOFF 

This  Sunday,  September  7  will  be  Promotion  Sunday.  All  children  and  parents  are 
invited  to  attend  a  continental  breakfast  during  the  Sunday  School  hour,  from  9:30-10:30. 
At  that  time  we  will  award  certificates  to  those  who  have  attended  Sunday  School  in  the 
past  year,  recognize  promotion  from  one  class  to  another,  announce  our  Nurture  Stamps 
Program,  and  introduce  this  year's  teachers.  Come,  have  breakfast,  and,  celebrate  our 
Sunday  School! 

MAKING  PEACE  WITH  YOUR  PARENTS  SEMINAR 

Wednesday,  6:30  p.m.,  Sepcember  10,  17,  24,  October  1,  8. 

Whether  we  are  20  years  old  or  70  years  old,  whether  our  parents  are  deceased  or 
still  living,  it  is  essential  to  our  own  emotional  health  to  be  at  peace  with  our  par- 
ents (especially  as  they  live  within  us).  Dr.  Hamm  will  lead  us  through  this  impor- 
tant and  revealing  study. 

Visitors  and  guests  are  welcome.  (This  seminar  is  part  of  the  New  Wednesday  Night 
Program) . 

INTRODUCTION  TO  WORSHIP  CLASS  FOR  CHILDREN 

Beginning  Sunday,  September  14,  an  "Introduction  to  Worship"  class  will  be  offered 
to  children  in  the  2nd  grade.  This  course  is  intended  to  help  bridge  the  transition 
from  the  extended  session  program  to  participation  in  the  complete  worship  service.  The 
class  will  meet  for  4  weeks  during  the  usual  extended  session  period.  Please  call  Laura 
York  (447-1284)  for  further  information  or  to  register  your  child  for  this  program. 

ATTENTION  ALL  WOMEN 

Sunday,  September  14  at  4:30  p.m.  there  will  be  a  CWF  Ice  Cream  Social  with  pie. 
All  women  of  the  church  are  invited  whether  you  are  a  member  of  a  group  or  not. 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  Helen  Howard  speaking  on  "A  Modern  Woman  Seeks  <_od". 
Becca  Olson  will  be  leading  singing  for  the  afternoon. 

Please  call  the  church  office  or  sign  up  Sunday  during  worship  to  make  your  reser- 
vation. Bring  a  friend! 

SINGLES! 

Our  group  will  meet  on  Sunday,  September  7,  4:00  p.m.  at  Diane  Rosener's  for  a 
cook-out!   Call  Dick  (744-3239)  to  RSVP.   Guests  and  first-timers  welcome! 


CLEAR  DAY  for  church  leaders,  Saturday,  September  13. 
tratlon. 


Call  Dick  for  details  and  regis- 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  meet  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  September  9 


For  Children     "Creative  Arts  in  Worship" 

The  Creative  Arts  in  Worship  Program  is  designed  for  children  K-2nd  grade, 
and  3-rd-5th  grade.  The  children  enjoy  exploring  many  of  the  gifts  worshippers 
have  brought  to  God  and  to  his  people  in  the  expression  of  faith  for  centuries: 
singing,  the  use  of  instruments,  dance,  drama,  poetry,  arts.  In  the  church, 
these  are  always  linked  with  Christian  Education  and  so  we  teach  them  in  rela- 
tionship to  the  Bible  and  understanding  God. 

Our  goals  are:  (1)  To  help  each  child  grow  in  his/her  understanding  of 
God,  of  self,  and  of  others.  (2)  To  lead  children  toward  commitment  to  Christ 
and  the  church.  (3)  To  give  them  many  and  varied  opportunities  to  discover 
their  own  talents.   Consistent  attendance  is  necessary. 

Creative  Arts  in  Worship  meets  on  Wednesdays,  at  6:00  P.M.  After  a  light 
supper,  activities  follow  from  6:30  -  8:00  P.M.  (Sept. -May).  Supper  is  $2.00 
for  adults,  $1.00  for  children. 

For  Adults  and  Youth     "The  Chancel  Choir" 

The  Chancel  Choir  is  people  who  find  joy  in  singing  and  who  are  committed 
to  leading  the  congregation  in  the  worship  of  God.  It  is  a  choir  of  adults  and 
high  school  youth.  Rehearsals  are  Thursdays,  7-9  P.M.  with  child  care  avail- 
able. The  Choir  regularly  sings  Sundays  at  the  10:45  A.M.  service,  September- 
May,  and  on  a  few  other  special  occasions.  Anthems  and  responses  are  chosen  to 
compliment  the  lectionary  scriptures  for  each  Sunday.  They  offer  a  wide 
variety  of  scriptural  and  poetic  texts  and  musical  styles. 

"The  Carillon" 

Four  octaves  of  handbells  are  a  very  Important  part  of  the  music  program 

of  the  church.   The  Carillon  is  a  developing  bell  choir  of  ten  ringers.   It 

rings  several  times  during  the  year  including  special  services  at  Christmas  and 
Easter.   It  rehearses  Thursdays,  5:30  -  6:45  P.M. 

Wednesday  Night  Seminars 

At  the  same  time  that  children  are  involved  in  Creative  Arts  in  Worship, 
Junior  and  Senior  High  students  and  adults  have  the  opportunity  for  seminars  on 
a  variety  of  subjects.   Child  care  is  available  for  pre-kindergarten  children. 

Sept.  10-0ct.  8  (5  weeks)   Making  Peace  With  Your  Parents  -  Dick  Hamm 
Oct.  15-Nov.  19  (6  weeks)   Process  Theology  -  Don  Wiltfong 

There  will  be  no  program  on  November  26 
Dec.  3-Dec.  17  (3  weeks)   Advent  Activities 

Cookie  baking,  wreath  making,  stocking  filling 
Dec.  24  -  Christmas  Eve  Services,  6:30  P.M.  and  11:00  P.M. 

6:00  P.M.   Hot  Wassail  and  H'ors  D'Oeuvres 

There  will  be  no  program  on  December  31 
Jan.  7-Feb.  11  (6  weeks)   Active  Parenting  -  Nancy  Smith 
Feb.  18  &  25  -  What  You  Always  Wanted  to  Know  About  the  Hymn  Book  but  Were  Afraid 

to  Ask  -  Helen  Donnell 


NOTES      FROM     HELEN 

Creative  Arts  in  Worship 
for  Children  K-5th  grade 

The  theme  for  this  year  will  be  "All  Good  Gifts",  and  the  children  will  talk  about, 
sing  about,  draw  about,  play  about  wonderful  gifts  from  God — His  creation,  His  Son,  His 
gifts  of  the  Spirit — and  about  the  wonderful  gifts  they  can  give  back  to  Him  and  to 
each  other.  One  of  the  purposes  of  this  program  is  to  help  the  children  discover  and 
develope  their  own  gifts!  We  look  forward  to  beginning  on  Wednesday,  September  10, 
with  supper  at  6:00  p.m.  and  activities  following  from  6:30  p.m.  to  8:00  p.m.  Supper 
will  cost  $1.00  for  children.     See  the  adjacent  page  for  more  details! 

ORGAN   DEDICATORY   CONCERT 

Mr.  Ken  Stein,  the  Organist  and  Director  of  Music  at  Plymouth  Congregational  Church, 
will  play  the  Organ  Dedicatory  concert  at  Peace  United  Church  of  Christ,  9123  Aboite 
Center  Road,  on  Sunday,  September  14  at  4:00  p.m.  Mr.  Stein,  born  and  raised  in  New 
Jersey,  graduated  from  Westminster  Choir  College  in  1982,  having  won  the  Alexander 
McCurdy  Competition  in  organ.  At  Plymouth  Congregational  Church  he  oversees  nine  choirs 
and  a  concert  program.  He  also  serves  as  organist  and  choir  director  at  Temple  Achduth 
Vesholom. 

HELVIUG  HANVS 

OveA  1000  piece*  0(5  malt,  covering  all  pnogAamb  and  activiXiet>  beginning  the  {iAJbt 
o&  Septemben  at  Vin&>t  ChAi&tian  ChuAch,  one  in  the  hand*  oft  oua  neighbou  because,  the 
following  people  &aid  "Vu—VtZ  kelp",:  Eanl  PlummeA,  SaAa  Mullen,  Genevieve  and 
Rolland  Ripple.,  Ruth.  Yo6t,  midned  HaAtman,  \KildAed  Hutckin&on,  VelotvU  and  Von  An&pach, 
Mabel  Wat&on,  Gna.ce.  TnuJoy,  Gini  Bnovon,  Jo  Weyen,  Linda  and  AtUha  Stoven,  Motif  Cook, 
VoAothy  Schmidt,  Jewel  Bynhet,  Kate.  Cullen,  Jackie  KelleA,  Bill  and  Hazel  Ctou&e,  Leotha 
JoneA,  Waxy  Sue.  Ludwig,   fMndy,  David,  and  LauAa  Hamm,  and  Ken  TayloA. 

I  can  only  bay  "THANKS",  you.  axe.  venjy  "SPECIAL"  people.. 

Bette  Maine* 

SYMPATHY 

Oua  sympathy  U»  extended  to  the  family  oj$  Lillian  Bneeden  voho  pat>i>ed  away  Tae&day. 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -  8-31-86 

Peggy  Bierman,  RR,  Fort  Wayne;  Robert  BarneSj  Fort  Wayne;  H.  C.  George,  4033  Gay- 
wood  Drive;  Mark  and  Terri  Gilley,  7931  Serenity  Drive;  Mrs.  Maxine  Gordon,  4538  S.  Cal- 
houn; Glenn  and  Wilma  Miller;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  T.  Piatt,  2220  Opeechee  Way;  Miss  Evelyn 
Gard,  Three  Rivers  Apts  if 31 5;  Judy  Mathis,  Delphi,  Indiana;  Marjorie  Cox,  Syracuse,  Ind- 
iana 

PANTRY/FOOD  BANK  NEEDS: 

Canned  Meats,  Canned  Vegetables,  Canned  Fruit,  Noodles,  Rice,  Fruit  Juice 
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SINGLES 

The  group  will  meet  Sunday,  September  21,  6:30  p.m.,  at  Greg  Showalter's  place, 
6510  Covington  Road.  We  will  have  a  look  at  the  situation  in  South  Africa.  We  will 
also  decide  about  a  fund  raising  project  for  Campus  Ministry  in  Fort  Wayne. 

Visitors  and  guests  are  always  welcome!  Call  Dick  Hamm  for  more  information  at 
744-3239.  We  had  a  dozen  of  us  at  the  cook  out  Sunday!  Thanks  to  Diane  Rosener  for 
hosting  us. 

PARENT'S  NIGHT  OUT  RIDES  AGAIN! 

Now  that  summer's  over  (sob),  its  time  for  PNO  to  crank  up  again!  This  is  a  pro- 
gram of  fun  and  fellowship  for  parents.  All  parents  are  welcome.  We  meet  every  third 
Friday. 

This  month,  we'll  meet  Friday,  September  19,  6:30  p.m.  at  the  church  to  go  to  the 
"Back  40",  and  then  will  return  to  the  church  to  see  a  movie.   (Save  room  for  popcorn!) 

Please  call  your  RSVP  to  the  office  (744-3239)  by  noon,  September  18. 

ACOLYTE  TRAINING 

All  new  acolytes  or  those  who  would  "just  like  to  practice"  are  requested  to  attend 
a  training  session.  Please  meet  at  the  back  of  the  sanctuary  this  Sunday  after  the 
10:45  p.m.  service  _or  Wednesday  evening,  September  17  at  5:30  p.m. 

SIGN  UP  FOR  PHOTO  TIME  THIS  SUNDAY! 

Our  church  is  going  to  publish  a  new  pictorial  directory — IN  COLOR!  It  will  con- 
tain your  family  portrait;  the  other  families  of  the  church;  the  church  staff;  and  a 
complete  roster  of  the  church  membership.  What  a  wonderful  way  for  our  new  members  to 
get  acquainted  with  our  church  family,  and  it  will  be  a  valuable  keepsake  for  all  of  us. 
Best  of  all,  it's  being  done  at  no  cost  to  you.  You  can  select  the  time  you  want  by 
signing  up.   Several  locations  are  set  up  for  you  to  register  before  and  after  church. 


there  will  be  an  Ice  Cream  Social  with  Pie. 
from  what  was  previously  advertised.  This  is 

Woman  Seeks  God". 


ICE  CREAM  SOCIAL 

Sunday,  September  14th  at  4:30  p.m 
All  are  invited.  This  is  a  correction 
intended  to  be  a  Family  Event. 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  Helen  Howard  speaking  on  "A  Modern 
Becca  Olson  will  be  leading  and  singing  with  the  group. 

Please  call  the  church  office  (744-3239)  or  Linda  Stover  (745-0252)  if  you  were  not 
able  to  make  your  reservations  on  Sunday. 

SUNDAY  WAS  GRANDPARENTS  DAY  and  we  have  two  "Foster  Grandparents"  in  your  congregation: 
Ethel  Allen  and  Irene  Hammon.  They  give  20  hours  a  week  to  children  who  need  them!  If 
you  are  interested  in  the  "Foster  Grandparent  Program"  call  426-7829.  This  is  a  great 
way  to  serve  for  those  60  or  older. 

AN  ESTIMATED  80,000  CHILDREN  under  age  four  go  blind  each  year  due  to  a  lack  of  Vitamin 
A.  By  using  CROP's  vegetable  seeds,  families  can  have  more  Vitamin  A  in  their  diets. 
To  begin  our  CROP  Walk  on  Sunday,  October  5th,  we'll  start  at  the  Foellinger  Theatre  at 
Franke  Park.  To  sign  up,  or  to  sponsor  a  walker,  call  the  church  office  or  contact' Don 
Wiltfong. 


picture"  for 


Reconciliation  can  help  "change  the 
millions  of  people  who  live  below  the  poverty 
level.  Programs  offering  employment,  education, 
child  care  and  legal  assistance  help  people  caught 
in  poverty  conditions  because  of  racism. 


Sept.  28- Oct.  5,  1986 


STEWARDSHIP 

We  all  have  a  financial  responsibility  to  give  to  the  church....  there  is  no  other 
way  to  pay  bills  except  through  the  financial  stewardship  of  the  congregation  and  stew- 
ardship is  first  of  all  a  spiritual  issue.  But  how  much?  Some  of  us  can  afford  more 
than  others,  some  less.  Thats  why  this  church  supports  the  concept  of  percentage  giving. 
If  we  all  give  a  fixed  percent  of  our  income  then  the  individual  commitment  is  the  same 
even  if  the  dollar  amount  is  different.  Let's  seek  to  grow  by  1%  of  our  income  per  year 
till  we  reach  that  Biblical  goal  of  10%  (the  tithe) . 

The  Stewardship  Committee 

PRESCHOOL  OPENING 

South  Wayne  Baptist  Church  Preschool  still  has  a  limited  number  of  openings  for  2 , 
3,  4  and  pre-K  classes.   Call  456-2323  for  information. 

PREMARITAL  SEMINAR 

If  you  are  planning  a  wedding  within  the  next  year,  the  pastors  are  offering  a  Pre- 
marital Seminar  Sunday,  September  14,  2:00  -  8:00  p.m.,  at  the  church.  Guest  speakers 
will  be  present  along  with  Dick  &  Don  to  address  such  topics  as  finances,  communication, 
legal  matters,  sexuality,  being  married  in  the  church,  and  more.  Call  Dick  to  RSVP. 
There  is  no  charge.  This  seminar  is  required  for  everyone  Dick  or  Don  does  a  wedding 
for.   It  is  offered  again  May  3,  '87. 


INTRODUCTION  TO  WORSHIP  CLASS  FOR  CHILDREN 

Beginning  Sunday,  September  14,  an  "Introduction  to  Worship"  class  will  be  offered 
to  children  in  the  2nd  grade.  This  course  is  intended  to  help  bridge  the  transition 
from  the  extended  session  program  to  participation  in  the  complete  worship  service.  The 
class  will  meet  for  4  weeks  during  the  usual  extended  session  period.  Please  call  Laura 
York  (447-1284)  for  further  information  or  to  register  your  child  for  this  program. 


CLEAR  DAY  for  church  leaders,  Saturday,  September  13. 
tration. 


Call  Dick  for  details  and  regis- 


AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -  9-7-86 

Thomas  &  Beth  Foltz,    12615  Tonkel  Road;  Mildred  Meese,   1940-1  Fox  Point  Tr. ;  Glenda 
Ohneoky    811  Tennessee  #106;  Matthew  Bonahoom,   Columbus 3   Ohio. 


FLOWERS  EACH  SUNDAY  in  the  Sanctuary  is  the  goal  of  our  Worship  Committee.  To  augment 
this  we  have  selected  Flowers  and  Barbara,  4304  Fairfield.  The  cost  is  $15.00.  As  this 
is  not  in  the  Worship  Committee  budget,  we  hope  through  all  of  you  it  will  be  self sus- 
taining. It  is  a  lovely  way  to  add  to  the  service  while  honoring  family  members  or 
special  occasions.  After  the  service  the  flowers  are  yours.  A  flower  chart  is  avail- 
able in  the  narthex. 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

My,  but  it  was  wonderful  to  have  the  choir  back  in  action  Sunday,  wasn't  it!? 
Thirty  voices  lifting  praise  to  God  is  pretty  hard  to  beat!  We  do  appreciate  your  time, 
effort,  talent,  and  dedication,  choir. 

Progress  is  being  made  on  our  Capital  Projects.  Take  a  look  at  the  new  light  on 
the  front  of  the  church!  It  is  especially  lovely  at  night.  This  has  been  given  by 
Sarah  Smith  and  Ethel  Shroyer  in  memory  of  their  parents,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  V.  Shroyer. 
Thanks  also  to  Jean  and  Charles  McGrew  who  arranged  for  the  purchase  and  delivery  of  the 
fixture. 

We  hope  to  see  roofers  here  this  week,   and  the  final  plans  for  the  elevator  are 
posted  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  for  you  to  see.   Capital  projects  always  take  longer  to 
complete  than  you  think  they  will,  but  we're  going  as  fast  as  we  can,   responsibly, 
Ralph  Church,  Capital  Projects  Chairman,   will  give  a  more  complete  briefing  Sunday. 
Early  fulfillment  of  pledges  (by  those  who  are  able)  will  save  the  church  interest  money, 

Well,  Fall  is  here,  ready  or  not!  And  our  program  is  cranking  up!  Choose  to  part- 
icipate in  programs  that  will  enrich  your  life,  and  choose  to  serve  as  you  are  able, 
that  the  church  may  move  forward! 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 


P.S.  Sunday  I'll  be  preaching  a  sermon  entitled  "God's  Lost  &  Found".   Read  Luke  15:1-10. 

THE  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

October  5th,  Associated  Churches  is  sponsoring  a  fund  raising  10K  Hunger  Walk  in 
conjunction  with  CROP,  the  fund  raising  arm  of  Church  World  Service.  I  want  First 
Christian  Church  to  be  well  represented  in  this  walk  and  here  are  _6  reasons  why: 

1.  CHURCH  WORLD  SERVICE  is  a  widely  recognized,  ecumenical  agency  which  works  hand 
in  hand  with  31  denominations,  including  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ).  It 
also  has  one  of  the  lowest  overhead  cost  factors  among  relief  organizations,  which  means 
that  almost  90c  of  every  dollar  given  goes  directly  for  aid — not  to  staff  salaries  or 
fund  raising  costs. 

2.  Hunger  is  an  ever  present  problem,  which  Church  World  Service  addresses  in 
three  ways:  it  provides  RELIEF,  immediate  emergency  help  in  disaster  situations;  it 
provides  REHABILITATION  to  help  prevent  disaster  situations;  and  it  works  with  REFUGEES, 
both  in  camps  and  in  resettling  them. 

3.  This  IS  NOT  A  YOUTH  PROJECT.  Because  we  are  trying  to  reach  the  community,  we 
want  ADULT  WALKERS,  as  well  as  youth.  You  adults  can  most  effectively  find  sponsors 
from  outside  our  congregation.  We  are  not  trying  to  take  another  special  offering  in 
our  congregation — we  want  Allen  County  to  share  its  resources! 

4.  Our  efforts  will  not  only  bring  help  for  hungry  people  in  far  off  places  be- 
cause 25%  of  the  amount  raised  will  be  used  for  LOCAL  hunger  relief,  including  the 
Associated  Churches  food  bank  system. 

5.  This  is  a  way  for  YOU  to  be  involved,  to  get  out  and  do  something  for  hunger. 
By  getting  sponsors  and  walking  you  are  not  only  giving,  but  multiplying  your  giving  by 
presenting  the  opportunity  to  give  to  others! 

6.  Your  friends  and  neighbors  can  specify  that  their  contributions  go  to  an  AGENCY 
OF  THEIR  CHOICE  other  than  Church  World  Service  such  as  Lutheran  World  Relief,  Catholic 
Relief  Services,  CARE,  Project  Hope,  and  others.  The  main  thing  is,  we  do  not  have  to 
feel  helpless  about  helping  hungry  people.  We  can  work  together  to  relieve  hunger  and 
help  prevent  future  food  problems  by  participating  in  this  CROP  walk.  If  you  can't  walk 
10K  (approximately  2/3  of  10  miles),  then  please  sponsor  someone.  But  we  mainly  need 
Walkers!  If  you  can  walk  October  5,  contact  the  church  office  or  talk  to  me.  You  can 
make  a  difference! 
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744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  September  15,  1986  No.  37 


WELCOME  NEW  MEMBER! 

Deb  Lester  transferred  her  membership  this  Sunday  from  Gainesville,  Florida, 
and  her  husband,  Art,  live  at  3309  Hoagland  Avenue,  phone  744-2262.  Welcome  Deb ! 


Deb 


TRYONS  MOVING 

Phyllis  Tryon  who,  recently  joined  First  Christian,  is  moving  with  her  husband  to 
Hot  Springs,  Arkansas  this  week.  We've  enjoyed  having  Phyllis  back  with  us.  Best 
wishes  and  God's  blessing.  (John  &  Phyllis  Tryon,  c/o  Phil's  Trailer  City,  938  Whitt- 
ington  Avenue,  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas  71901. 


PARENTS  NIGHT  OUT 

Friday,  September  19, 
by  Friday  noon! 


6:30  p.m.,  meet  at  the  church  to  go  to  "The  Back  40".   RSVP 


SIGN  UP  FOR  PHOTO  TIME  THIS  SUNDAY! 

Our  church  is  going  to  publish  a  new  pictorial  directory — IN  COLOR!  It  will  con- 
tain your  family  portrait;  the  other  families  of  the  church;  the  church  staff;  and  a 
complete  roster  of  the  church  membership.  What  a  wonderful  way  for  our  new  members  to 
get  acquainted  with  our  church  family,  and  it  will  be  a  valuable  keepsake  for  all  of  us. 
Best  of  all,  it's  being  done  at  no  cost  to  you.  You  can  select  the  time  you  want  by 
signing  up.  Several  locations  are  set  up  for  you  to  register  before  and  after  church. 

SINGLES 

The  group  will  meet  Sunday,  September  21,  6:30  p.m.,  at  Greg  Showalter's  place, 
6510  Covington  Road.  We  will  have  a  look  at  the  situation  in  South  Africa.  We  will 
also  decide  about  a  fund  raising  project  for  Campus  Ministry  in  Fort  Wayne. 

Visitors  and  guests  are  always  welcome!  Call  Dick  Hamm  for  more  information  at 
744-3239. 


D.M.A.  FOR  EVERYBODY! 

Our  Seniors  (and  anybody  else  looking  for  a  good  time)  are  invited  to  go  to  Indian- 
apolis for  a  Color  Tour,  the  Children's  Museum,  and  Union  Station!  Thursday,  October  23 
is  the  day. 

We  need  your  RSVP  (744-3239)  no  later  than  October  1.  Cost  will  be  approximately 
$20.00  for  transportation  and  admissions. 

CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING  SEPTEMBER  28 

All  members  and  interested  friends  are  invited  to  a  Congregational  Meeting  at  9:30 
a.m.,  Sunday,  September  28,  in  the  Sanctuary.  We  will  act  upon  our  1987  budget  and  a 
resolution  regarding  the  borrowing  of  funds  for  our  capital  projects,  and  election  of 
delegates  to  the  Regional  Assembly  in  Clarksville,  October  24-25. 

ONE  OUT  OF  EVERY  SEVEN  CITIZENS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  lives  below  the  poverty  line.  In 
the  Fort  Wayne  area,  food  pantries  and  other  emergency  food  agencies  help  thousands 
of  people  each  year.  The  need  is  great,  and  25%  of  all  funds  raised  in  the  CROP  Hunger 
Walk  will  be  used  to  help  food  programs  in  the  Fort  Wayne  area.  Join  us  on  Sunday,  Oct- 
ober 5th!  To  sign  up,. or  to  sponsor  a  walker,  call  the  office  or  contact  Don  Wiltfong. 


THAT  YOU  MAY  KNOW 

As  a  congregation,  we  are  currently  $4000.00  behind  on  our  actual  expenses.  Of 
course,  summer  is  traditionally  a  slow  time  for  offerings,  but  now  we  need  to  catch  up 
with  ourselves.  If  you  are  behind  in  your  intended  giving  for  1986,  please  make  every 
effort  to  catch  up.  Thank  you! 

SERVANT  CONGREGATION  GATHERING 

Would  you  like  to  help  First  Christian  find  new  ways  of  serving  in  mission?  On 
Saturday,  October  4,  we  are  invited  to  send  a  delegation  to  a  Regional  Disciple  meeting 
at  Rochester  First  Christian,  9:30  a.m.  to  2:00  p.m.,  to  review  new  ways  that  congrega- 
tions can  get  involved.  Call  Jerry  Zimmerman,  Outreach  Chairman  (744-5698),  or  Dick 
Hamm,  if  you  would  like  to  join  our  delegation! 

BEFRIENDER'S  TRAINING 

Would  you  like  to  learn  how  to  be  more  effective  and  active  in  reaching  out  to  the 
sick,  the  grieved,  the  lonely?  You  could  assist  the  church  in  this  ministry.  We  are 
offering  Befriender's  Training  for  any  interested  person.  This  session  will  take  place 
at  St.  Joseph  Medical  Center  on  four  Monday  evenings,  October  6-27,  under  the  leadership 
of  Doris  Mather  of  the  St.  Joseph  staff. 

Join  other  lay  people  from  several  denominations  in  this  useful  and  creative  train- 
ing.  Call  Dick  Hamm  (744-3239)  now  for  more  information. 

COFFEE  HOUR  HOSTS  &  HOSTESSES  NEEDED 

September  28,  October  12  and  beyond  are  needed.  Sign  up  for  this  important  role  in 
the  Fellowship  Hall. 

FLOWERS  EACH  SUNDAY  in  the  Sanctuary  is  the  goal  of  our  Worship  Committee.  To  augment 
this  we  have  selected  Flowers  and  Barbara,  4304  Fairfield.  The  cost  is  $15.00.  As  this 
is  not  in  the  Worship  Committee  budget,  we  hope  through  all  of  you  it  will  be  self sus- 
taining. It  is  a  lovely  way  to  add  to  the  service  while  honoring  family  members  or 
special  occasions.  After  the  service  the  flowers  are  yours.  A  flower  chart  is  avail- 
able in  the  narthex. 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -  9-14-86 

Val  Herendeeny  810  Pasadena;  Pete  &  Susan  Geroff3  906  Pasadena;  Anne  Wietfeldt, 
4618  Jason  Drive;   Hazel  Johnson t   Indianapolis;  Mr.    and  Mrs.   R.    W.   Koines,   Florida. 


A  CHURCH  GARVEU 

ThAee  Rom  o{  Squash 

1.  Squeak  -tndt^e/tence. 

2.  Squeak  CAsitLcsUm. 

3.  Squeak  goiiip. 
Foua  Rom  o£  TuAnipA 

1 .  TuAn  up  &oa  me.ettng& . 

2.  TuAn  up  with  a  imile.. 

3.  TuAn  up  utiAh  a  vi&iton. 

4.  TuAn  up  uiith.  a  Bibtz. 
Rtve  Rom  otf  LeXtu.ce. 

1.  LeX  o6  love,  one  anotkeA. 

2.  Let  u&  welcome.  AtAangeAA. 

3.  Let  ua  be  iaJUtk{ul  to  duty. 

4.  Let  ua  tAuly  voonAhtp  God. 

5.  Let  ue,  give.  tibeAally. 


THE  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

A  bishop  and  a  well  known  astronomer  were  seated  next  to  one  another  on  an  airplane 
During  the  conversation  the  astronomer  said,  "I  never  had  much  interest  in  theology.  My 
religion  can  be  summed  up  by  'do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them  do  unto  you'." 

The  bishop  replied,  "well,  I've  had  little  time  for  astronomy.  My  views  are  summed 
up  in  'twinkle,  twinkle  little  star'." 

So,  why  teach  a  class  on  Theology,  as  I  will  be  doing  beginning  October  15? 

Because,  at  its  best,  one  aspect  of  religion  is  good,  clear  thinking  about 
most  important  in  the  world  and  in  life.   The  spector  of  Jim  Jones  rises  up  as 
ifying  witness  to  the  implications  of  sloppy,  sloshy  theology.   (Read  II  Timothy 

Don't  forget  to  sign  up  to  walk  for  CROP,  October  5! 
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Indiana  ministries  supported  by 
your  1985  Reconciliation  Gifts 


The  Victim  Offender 
Reconciliation  Resource  Center  in 
Valpraiso  is  working  to  develop  lo- 
cal programs  around  the  state  and 
nation  that  will  allow  the  victim 
and  offender  to  have  a  face-to-face 
meeting  in  the  presence  of  a 
trained  community  mediator.  The 
resource  center  provides  an 
orderly,  intentional  process  of  es- 
tablishing these  low-cost,  commu- 
nity based  programs. 

United  Citizens  Organization  in 
East  Chicago  is  concerned  about 
the  problem  and  ramifications  of 
high  unemployment  (25%)  in  its 
area.  This  program  addresses  the 
concerns  by  working  on  health  care 
issues  for  the  unemployed,  inter- 
vening in  cases  of  endangered  ex- 
isting jobs,  encouraging  legisla- 
tures on  issues  of  AFDC,  fore- 
closures, and  health. 

Neighborhood  Development 
through  Empowerment  in 
Evansville  addresses  the  problem 
of  unemployment  and  housing 
needs  through  a  process  of  com- 
munity organizing.  This  Is  done  by 
identifying,  encouraging  and  train- 
ing neighborhood  leadership  that 


researches  issues  and  takes  action 
to  solve  problems  at  their  roots. 

Metro  Advocate  Ministry  in  In- 
dianapolis attempts  to  address  the 
needs  of  the  poor  marginal  citizens 
of  Marion  County  by  helping  fami- 
lies experiencing  economic  crisis 
deal  with  their  immediate  need  and 
work  toward  a  more  self  reliant 
future.  The  program  assists  per- 
sons in  learning  how  to  deal  with 
government  assistance  agencies, 
utility  companies  and  housing  pro- 
viders. , 

Indiana  Farm  Worker  Ministry  is 
an  ecumenical  ministry  based  in 
Indianapolis.  This  ministry  works 
for  changes  in  the  agricultural  sys- 
tem so  that  farm  workers  are  able 
to  negotiate  their  own  wages,  living 
and  working  conditions.  It  is  hoped 
such  efforts  w413  improve  farm 
worker  conditions  so  that  the  need 
for  emergency  relief  is  reduced. 

United  Church  Ministries  is  an 
organization  of  churches  in  North 
Clark  county  (Charlestown)  work- 
ing cooperatively  to  meet  the  needs 
of  She  poor  and  unemployed  in  their 
area.  In  addition  to  needed  food, 
cktttag  and  financial  assistance, 


financial  planning  and  nutritional 
education  are  available  to  encour- 
age independent  living. 

Homes  of  Hope  is  an  Indianapolis 
program  addressing  the  housing 
needs  of  low  income  citizens.  The 
goal  is  to  help  a  family  buy  and 
rehabilitate  an  existing  home  or 
purchase  land  and  construct  a  new 
home.  Reconciliation  money  helps 
provide  counsel  for  the  buyer  fam- 
ily on  the  responsibilities  of  home 
ownership,  proper  care  of  the  house 
and  financial  planning. 

The  Latin  American  Family 
Education  Day  Care  Center  pro- 
gram in  Gary  provides  the  only  day 
care  service  for  Hispanic  people  in 
the  area.  The  intention  is  two  fold; 
to  provide  children  a  bilingual 
setting  for  gradual  adjustment  to 
English,  and  to  free  a  parent  to 
seek  possible  needed  employment 
or  skill  training. 

Horizon  House  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky  is  a  three  year  pilot 
project  assisting  some  of  the  tran- 
sitional homeless  of  the  area  in 
finding  mainstream  bousing.  In 
addition  of  receiving  hew  In 
building  and  owning  a  home,  fami- 


lies receive  tr  -ling  in  maintaining 
a  home,  parenUng  and  other  means 
for  making  the  transition  from 
homelessness  to  having  a  bouse  of 
their  own. 

Monroe  County  United  Ministries 
School  Age  Child  Care  program  in 
Bloomington  provides  services  for 
low-income  families  needing  child 
care  for  school  age  children  during 
the  summer  and  academic  year.  In 
addition,  the  program  works  to 
help  children  with  reading,  writing 
ana  social  skills. 


The  Minority  Economic  Devel- 
opment and  Assistance  Plan  in  In- 
dianaplifl  works  to  offset  the  elimi- 
nation of  training  opportunities 
necessary  for  minority  groups  to 
participate  in  the  economic  mar- 
ketplace. This  program  hopes  to 
establish  and  implement  a  state- 
wide non-profit  educational  training 
center  for  the  purpose  of  serving 
persons  who  are  minorities, 
women,  and  disadvantaged  so  that 
they  may  partidpnte  in  economic 
development  and  the  marketplace 
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Volume  XLIII  September  24,  1986  No.  38 


WELCOME  NEW  MEMBERS! 

Don  and  Sue  Oden  came  by  transfer  from  the  United  Methodist  Church.  They  live  at 
4321  Calhoun  Street  07,  phone  -  456-3615.  Don  sells  real  estate  with  Roth  &  Wehrly  and 
Sue  operates  "Aunt  Sue's  Flowers"  on  Calhoun  Street.  We  welcome  Don  &  Sue  to  our  fel- 
lowship ! 

P.M. A.  FOR  EVERYBODY! 

Our  Seniors  (and  anybody  else  looking  for  a  good  time)  are  invited  to  go  to  Indian- 
apolis for  a  Color  Tour,  the  Children's  Museum,  and  Union  Station!  Thursday,  October  23 
is  the  day. 

We  need  your  RSVP  (744-3239)  no  later  than  October  1.  Cost  will  be  approximately 
$20.00  for  transportation  and  admissions. 

SIGN  UP  FOR  PHOTO  TIME  THIS  SUNDAY! 


Our  church  is  going  to  publish  a  new  pictorial  directory — IN  COLOR!  It  will  con- 
tain your  family  portrait;  the  other  families  of  the  church;  the  church  staff;  and  a 
complete  roster  of  the  church  membership.  What  a  wonderful  way  for  our  new  members  to 
get  acquainted  with  our  church  family,  and  it  will  be  a  valuable  keepsake  for  all  of  us. 
Best  of  all,  it's  being  done  at  no  cost  to  you.  You  can  select  the  time  you  want  by 
signing  up.   Several  locations  are  set  up  for  you  to  register  before  and  after  church. 

DINNERS  OF  8  ALERT! 


Our  membership  committee  is  seeking  names  of  like-minded  participants  who  enjoy 
meeting  in  homes  and  sharing  in  food  preparation.  For  each  group  of  8,  two  persons  do 
the  hosting,  furnishing  meat  and  beverage.  Other  members  supply  salad  and  rolls,  vege- 
tables and  dessert.  Group  members  and  assignments  rotate.  Hosts  set  the  time  and  call 
group  members.  Couples  and  singles  are  urged  to  join.  You  may  call  the  church  office 
or  sign  up  at  church  this  Sunday  or  next,  or  call  Mildred  Hutchinson  (745-1944).  The 
first  round  of  dinners  will  be  held  October-November-December  and  another  in  the  spring. 

CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING  SEPTEMBER  28 

All  members  and  interested  friends  are  invited  to  a  Congregational  Meeting  at  9:30 
a.m.,  Sunday,  September  28,  in  the  Sanctuary.  We  will  act  upon  our  1987  budget  and  a 
resolution  regarding  the  borrowing  of  funds  for  our  capital  projects,  and  election  of 
delegates  to  the  Regional  Assembly  in  Clarksville,  October  24-25. 

REGIONAL  ASSEMBLY  OCTOBER  24-25  CLARKSVILLE,  INDIANA 

There's  still  time  to  register.  Call  Dick  Hamm  for  the  form  and  information. 

COMING  EVENT! 


On  Sunday,  October  19  at  12:30  p.m.  the  CWF  will  be  having  a  chili  soup-oyster  stew 
luncheon  followed  by  an  auction  of  services  and/or  sales  items.  We  need  donations  of 
items,  for  example  baked  goods,  craft  items,  etc.  or  services  such  as  cleaning,  baby- 
sitting and  car  washing.  Call  the  church  office  or  Bobbi  Lindsay  (456-5187)  if  you  are 
willing  to  help  out. 


Greater 
Fort  Wayne 
Campus 
Ministry 
Inc. 


SERVING  THE  CAMPUSES  of  GREATER  FORT  WAYNE 


Margaret  McCray  Worrall 
Campus  Minister 
2101  Coliseum  Blvd.  East 
Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana  46805 
219/483-8291 


September  16,  1986 


Rev.  Richard  Hamm 
First  Christian  Church 
4800  S.  Calhoun  Street 
Fort  Wayne,  IN   46807 

Dea  r  Re v .  Hamm : 

Please  extend  our  thanks  to  the  First  Christian 
Church  id  embers  for  your  gift  in  the  amount  of 
$600.00  to  Greater  Fort  Wayne  Campus  Ministry.   It 
is  through  generous  donations  like  yours  that 
college  students  in  the  Fort  Wayne  area  are  able  to 
have  Christian  ministry  in  an  academic  setting. 

We  appreciate  your  financial  contributions  and  look 
forward  to  seeing  you  at  one  of  our  upcoming 
community  programs.   God's  Blessings  and  Thank  you! 


g6*t£  & 


'<<+j 


Betty    Dew 

Outreach  Chairperson 


OPPORTUNITY  FOR  SERVICE  TO  THE  ILLITERATE 

One  in  five  adults  in  the  U.S.  is  functionally  illiterate!  20,000  in  Allen  County 
are  illiterate!  Volunteers  are  needed  to  serve  as  Class  Tutors  (Laubach  training  re- 
quired) and  Reading  Partners  (no  training  required) .  If  you  would  be  interested  in  how 
you  can  help,  please  call  Dick  Hamm  for  information.  Faith  Methodist  is  developing  a 
program  for  our  south  side  of  town.  Volunteers  are  asked  for  one  hour  a  day,  five  days 
a  week. 


CYF 

CYF  will  have  a  kick-off  meeting  this  Sunday,   September  28  at   5:30  p.m.! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Kevin  Mory  has     been  named  Rookie-of-the-Year     at  Tri-State  University .       He  placed 
16th  in  the  national  fencing  tournament  recently  held  in  New  York  City! 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  9-21-86 

Duncan  &  Iris  Van  Sickle,   Kansas  City,  M0. 

STATISTICS 

We  and  the  Russians  have  now  amassed  an  arsenal  of  more  than  50,000  nuclear  weapons, 
in  aggregate  exceeding  15,000  megatons.        All  bombs  used     by  all  sides   in     World  War  II, 
which  killed  50,000,000  people  were  equivalent   to   3  megatons.      A  war  between   the  USA  and 
the  Soviet  Union  would     subject  each  country  to     the  equivalent  of   a     World  War  II  every 
hour  without   interruption  for  165   days   and  nights. 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

"Faith  healing"  is  a  phrase  that  conjures  up  some  pretty  wild  images  for  most  of  us. 
We  may  think  of  the  circus-like  atmosphere  so  often  a  part  of  the  traveling  salvation 
and  healing  "tent  shows".  Or  may  think  of  the  myriad  of  jokes  we've  heard  about  faith 
healers  (some  of  those  jokes  are  pretty  good!). 

Nevertheless,  faith  healing  is  something  which  is  reported  by  the  New  Testament,  and 
it  is  a  tradition  that  has  been  quietly  continued  for  centuries  by  many  church  traditions. 
Modern  medical  educators  and  practitioners  have  long  recognized  the  connection  between 
the  spiritual,  the  emotional,  and  the  physical.  It  would  be  good  for  the  whole  Church  to 
take  another  look  at  the  matter  of  faith  healing,  and  to  recover  this  spiritual  resource 
from  the  hucksters  and  the  "wild-eyed". 

Beginning  October  5,  our  regular  Sunday  evening  prayer  service  will  be  given  over, 
once  a  month  to  a  service  of  healing.  No,  we  won't  be  slapping  people  on  the  forehead  or 
shouting  "heal!"  as  though  God  were  deaf!  But  we  will  offer  a  quiet,  dignified  service 
of  confession  and  spirit. 

This  represents  quite  an  innovation  for  me,  but  I  experienced  such  a  service  this 
summer  at  a  worship  workshop  ("Experience"  at  Wittenberg  U.)  and  was  so  moved  that  I  came 
home  determined  to  implement  such  a  service  here. 

Come  seeking  healing  for  yourself  or  for  others,  and  come  seeking  to  be  an  instru- 
ment of  healing  in  the  world. 

The  service  will  be  from  6:15  -  7:00  p.m.  in  the  Sanctuary,  October  5. 

See  you  this  Sunday! 

Love, 
P.S.  My  sermon  this  week  is  "Two  Cheers  for  Capitalism".   Read  Luke  16:11-31. 


SATURN   CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 

CORDIALLY   INVITES  YOU  TO  ATTEND 

THE   INSTALLATION  SERVICE  OF 

NORMAN  A.  CONKLIN 

AS  PASTOR   OF  OUR  CONGREGATION 

ON 
SUNDAY  SEPTEMBER  TWENTY-EIGHTH 

IN   THE   YEAR   OF   OUR    LORD 

NINETEEN   HUNDRED  AND   EIGHTY-SIX 

AT 

TEN  THIRTY   IN  THE   MORNING 

RECEPTION  TO  FOLLOW  IN  CHURCH  SOCIAL  ROOM 
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WELCOME  NEW  MEMBER 

Kim  Kathryns  transferred  her  membership  to  FCC  this  Sunday.  She  is  presently  in 
the  midst  of  a  move,  so  we'll  report  her  address  later.  She  is  a  student  at  IPFW.  Wel- 
come. Kim! 

*       i 

SINGLES! 

We'll  meet  at  Ken  Taylor's  for  fellowship  and  a  look  at  the  life  of  the  Apostle 
Paul  on  Sunday,  October  19,  6:30  p.m. 

DINNERS  OF  8  ALERT 

Our  membership  committee  is  seeking  names  of  like-minded  participants  who  enjoy 
meeting  in  homes  and  sharing  in  food  preparation.  For  each  group  of  8,  two  persons  do 
the  hosting,  furnishing  meat  and  beverage.  Other  members  supply  salad  and  rolls,  vege- 
tables and  dessert.  Group  members  and  assignments  rotate.  Hosts  set  the  time  and  call 
group  members.  Couples  and  singles  are  urged  to  join.  You  may  call  the  church  office 
or  sign  up  at  church  this  Sunday  or  next,  or  call  Mildred  Hutchinson  (745-1944).  The 
first  round  of  dinners  will  be  held  October-November-December  and  another  in  the  spring. 

COMING  EVENT! 

On  Sunday,  October  19  at  12:30  p.m.  the  CWF  will  be  having  a  chili  soup-oyster  stew 
luncheon  followed  by  an  auction  of  services  and/or  sales  items.  We  need  donations  of 
items,  for  example  baked  goods,  craft  items,  etc.  or  services  such  as  cleaning,  baby- 
sitting and  car  washing.  Call  the  church  office  or  Bobbi  Lindsay  (456-5187)  if  you  are 
willing  to  help  out. 

OUTREACH  REPORT  -  FCC  REACHES  OUT! 


This  week,  $562.50  was  sent  to  the  Christian  Church  in  Indiana  for  New  Church 
Development  in  the  Region.   $112.50  was  sent  also  for  work  at  Barbee  Conference  Center. 

NEW  SYSTEM  FOR  HEARING  IMPAIRED 

A  new  wireless  system  has  been  installed  for  the  hearing  impaired.  To  learn  how 
this  system  works,  plan  to  remain  a  few  minutes  after  worship  (8:15  or  10:45)  Sunday  for 
a  demonstration  in  the  sanctuary.  This  system  will  permit  you  to  sit  anywhere  in  the 
building  and  hear  well !  Come  and  check  it  out ! 

GOOD  TURN  OUT  FOR  CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING 

The  1987  budget  was  approved  Sunday,  along  with  delegates  for  our  Regional  Assembly, 
and  a  resolution  enabling  a  loan  from  Board  of  Church  Extension  to  facilitate  our  capital 
projects. 


PRAYER  &  HEALING  SERVICE  -  this  Sunday,  October  5,  6:15  p.m.  in  the  sanctuary. 


CONGRATULATIONS/ 

JaJUL  FKanizJLin  and  John  Hint,  who  jotnzd  tkz  chuAch  a  £ew  wzzkb  ago,  wzaz  maWvLzd 
hzJiz  SaXuAday,  SzptzmbzA.  27.  Jill  Ia  tkz  daaghtzA  o ^  BaJLI  and  Jo  FiankLLn.  JWL  6  John 
live,  at  1622k  Boom  Stfizzt. 


SYMPATHY 
Guii 
weekend. 


pnmjzu  go  up  ^ok    John  Cle.ve.ngzn.  on  the.    occa&ton  o&  kit>     motheA'i  dzath  la&t 


HARMONY  CLASS  RESURRECTS 

As  Christians,  you  have  no  doubt  heard  of  the  resurrection.  Next  Sunday,  the  HAR- 
MONY CLASS  will  once  again  be  involved  in  this  biblical  event.  If  you  are  not  currently 
active  in  a  church  school  class,  you  are  invited  to  witness  this  happening.  Do  not  come 
just  to  observe,  but  come  to  participate.  After  a  summer  of  being  dead,  the  class  is 
coming  back  to  life  at  9:30  a.m.  in  the  west  end  of  fellowship  hall.  The  action  will 
include:  election  of  officers  (come  to  protect  yourself),  setting  a  date  for  a  hayride, 
discussion  of  study  material. 


1986  CROP  HUNGER  WALK 

Isn't  it  ironic  that  most  of  the  world's  hungry  people  are  those  who  spend  their 

lives  growing  food?  Help  CROP  to  help  those  people  grow  more  and  better  food  to  feed 

themselves  and  their  families.  Walk  in  the  CROP  Hunger  Walk  on  Sunday,  October  5. 

DEAR  BIBLE  SCHOOL  CHILDREN, 

Thank  you  for  your  recent  gift  to  Heifer  Project  International.  This  gift  will 
help  provide  livestock,  training  and/or  technical  support  to  one  of  more  than  120  pro- 
jects in  35  countries  during  1986.  Projects  enable  people  to  not  only  provide  more  food 
and  income  for  themselves  and  their  families  but  also  to  help  others  by  giving  the  first 
offspring  to  another  needy  neighbor.      IT  REALLY  WORKS! 

Daniel  A.    Boothley 
Great  Lakes  Director 


OLD  AGE 

Just  a  line  to  say  I'm  living 
That  I'm  not  among  the  Dead. 
That  I'm  getting  more  forgetful 
And  more  mixed  in  my  head. 

For  sometimes  I  can't  remember 

Why  I  stand  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs 

If  I  am  going  up  for  something 

Or  just  coming  down  from  there. 

And  before  the  fridge  so  often 
My  poor  mind  is  filled  with  doubt 
Have  I  put  the  food  away 
Or  did  I  come  to  take  it  out. 

And  sometimes  when  its  dark  outside 
And  with  my  night  cap  on  my  head, 
I  don't  know  if  I'm  retiring 
Or  just  getting  out  of  bed. 

So  if  it's  my  time  to  write  you 
It' 8  no  need  of  getting  sore 
I  may  think  that  I  have  written 
And  don't  want  to  be  a  bore. 


So  remember  that  I  do  love  you 
And  I  wish  you  were  here 
But  now  it's  nearly  mail  time, 
I  will  say  good  bye,  my  dear. 

Here  I  am  standing  by  my  mailbox 
With  my  face  so  very  red, 
Instead  of  mailing  you  my  letter 
I  opened  it  instead. 


From  the  Geriatric  Gazette 

February 
Miller's  Merry  Manor 
Logansport,  IN 


(con't.  next  column) 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

The  old  (old?)  Apollo  moonshots  were  very  complicated  affairs.   After  a  spectacular, 
thunderous  beginning,  the  rest  of  the  trip  to  the  moon  consisted  mostly  of  frequent  mid- 
course  corrections,  until  the  delicate  precise  landing  was  itself  achieved. 

This  seems  to  me  to  be  a  parable  of  life.  We  are  launched  into  life  amidst  thund- 
erous sounds  and  hearty  congratulations.  Thus  begins  life's  journey,  marked  by  deli- 
cate mid-course  corrections  as  we  define  our  goals  more  and  more  clearly.  At  least, 
this  is  as  it  should  be.  Some  of  us  seem  to  just  blast  off  into  space  with^no  goals  in 
mind  whatsoever.  Clearly,  he  or  she  who  heads  "no  where  in  particular"  is  quite  likely 
to  arrive  there! 

Have  you  made  any  mid-course  corrections  lately?  Have  you,  in  prayer,  been  further 
defining  your  goals  in  life  and  faith?  Or  are  you  "lost  in  space"?  Few  of  us  are 
totally  lost,  but  many  of  us  would  do  well  to  reflect  upon  these  words  of  Jesus,  "the 
gate  is  wide  and  the  way  is  easy  that  leads  to  destruction,  and  those  who  enter  by  it 
are  many.  For  the  gate  is  narrow  and  the  way  is  hard  that  leads  to  life....."  (Matthew 
7:13-14). 

See  you  Sunday. 

Love, 


P.S.   The  sermon  will  be  "I  Lift  My  Eyes",  based  on  Psalm  121. 

AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

A  couple  of  years  ago  the  world  was  shocked  when  it  was  revealed  that  the  Korean 
Airlines  747  which  had  been  missing  for  several  hours  had  been  shot  down  by  fighter  air- 
craft over  soviet  airspace.  A  new,  carefully  researched  study  indicates  that  the  Soviets 
believe  it  to  be  U.S.  military  spy  plane  surveying  their  sensitive  high-security  military 
bases  in  the  area.  People  in  the  U.S.  Government,  however,  came  to  an  early  conclusion 
that  the  Russians  knew  they  were  firing  on  a  civilian  aircraft.  The  Russians  in  their 
turn  charged  in  all  earnestness,  and  would  still  like  to  prove,  that  the  pilot  of  the 
747  was  working  under  the  orders  of  the  CIA  and  intentionally  flew  into  Russian  airspace 
to  spy  on  their  bases. 

According  to  the  newly  published  study,  neither  of  the  last  two  charges  have  turned 
out  to  be  true.  The  Russians  did  not  know  it  was  a  civilian  aircraft,  nor  was  the 
Korean  airlines  pilot  working  with  the  CIA.  But  because  of  their  charges  and  counter- 
charges, an  already  bad  situation  turned  incredibly  dangerously  worse.  Each  side  wanted 
to  assume  the  worst  about  the  other  —  that  the  Soviets  coldly  knew  they  were  killing 
innocent  civilians  and  didn't  care;  that  U.S.  intelligence  would  actively  endanger 
civilians  in  this  way  to  gather  information.  It  is  frightening  to  think  how  close  we 
came  to  armed  conflict  because  both  sides  chose  to  think  the  worst  of  the  other  in  the 
absence  of  facts. 

Yet,  how  typically  human  it  was. 

We  gain  so  much  reassuring  self-justification  by  attributing  absolute  villainy  to 
those  with  whom  we  disagree.  Often  we  avoid  face  to  face  confrontation  because  we  real- 
ize our  "opponent"  just  might  have  a  valid  concern. 

We  save  up  our  anger  and  keep  score  of  what  we  see  as  transgressions  until  we  feel 
justified  to  vent  our  self  determined  righteous  indignation. 

But  two  or  more  valid  concerns  can  be  found  to  be  at  cross  purposes.   Anger  needs 
to  be  early  in  its  use  of  open  confrontation,  to  get  the  issues  on  the  table  before  in- 
dignation makes  us  deaf  to  hearing  another,  possibly  valid  side  of  an  issue. 
(Real  Matthew  5:21-24). 
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744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.   Hamm,   Editor 
Volume  XLIII  October  8,   1986  No.   40 


PARENT-CHILD  DEDICATION 

On  Sunday,  November  2,  there  will  be  a  Parent-Child  Dedication  in  10:45  a.m.  ser- 
vice.     If  you  wish  to  be   included    (or  have  questions),    please   call   Dick  Hamm  at    744-32  39, 

PARENT'S   NIGHT   OUT    -   FRIDAY,    OCTOBER  17 

You're  invited  to  the  Hamm's  for  a  carry-in  supper  and  a  movie  (VCR).  Please  RSVP 
with  Mindy  (745-4536)  and  she  will  ask  you  to  bring  a  particular  dish.  This  is  cheap 
fun   for   all  you  fraggled  parent   types! 

SINGLES ! 


We'll  meet  at  Ken  Taylor's  on  Sunday,  October  19,  7:00  p.m.  This  month's  study 
will  be  on  the  Apostle  Paul,  the  most  misunderstood  apostle.  Come  and  join  us! 

LAST  CALL  FOR  INDIANAPOLIS  CHILDREN'S  MUSEUM  &  UNION  STATION 

The  D.M.A.   (for  everyone)  is  going  to  Indianapolis  on  Thursday,   October  23.  The 
cost  is  $20.00  per  person  for  the  motor  coach  and  museum  admission.   Depart  at  9:30  a.m., 
return  late  afternoon.  Lunch  along  the  way.   Call  744-3239  to  RSVP  now! 

"PROCESS  THEOLOGY  -  A  THEOLOGY  OF  CHANGE"  is  the  title  of  a  6  week  class  being  offered 
by  Don  Wiltfong  on  Wednesday  evenings,  October  15  to  November  19.  If  theology  is  "faith 
seeking  understanding",  process  theology  is  a  helpful  perspective  in  understanding  the 
old,  old  story  in  our  modern  time.  If  you  plan  on  attending,  stop  by  the  office  for  the 
article  we  will  be  discussing  for  the  first  session.  Books  will  be  available  after  the 
class  starts  for  $5.75.  This  promises  to  be  a  stimulating  series.  Hope  to  see  you 
there ! 

NEW  HEARING  ASSISTANCE  SYSTEM  INSTALLED 

A  new  wireless  system  has  been  installed.  Those  with  hearing  impairments  are  in- 
vited to  pick  up  a  small  receiver  (about  the  size  of  a  deck  of  cards)  in  the  narthex. 
There  is  an  earplug  and  a  volume  control  on  these  handy  little  units.  Sit  anywhere  in 
the  sanctuary  you  wish  and  "tune  in"!  Thanks  to  Bette  Haines  for  this  very  thoughtful 
gift  to  the  church. 

WIRELESS  MIC  INSTALLED 

This  is  so  slick  that  the  preachers  want  another  one!  This  will  make  for  better 
hearing  of  sermonettes  and  more.  Thanks  to  Delores  Keebortz  and  Peggy  Buskirk  for  this 
gift. 

Next  Sunday  we  will  be  recognizing  the  second  graders  who  have  been  participating 
in  our  worship  class.  They  have  reached  the  age  to  where  they  will  no  longer  be  leaving 
for  extended  session  but  will  worship  with  the  rest  of  the  congregation.  Laura  York, 
chairman  of  our  worship  committee,  has  been  leading  these  classes  that  they  might  be 
prepared  to  experience  the  worship  service  with  some  understanding  and  appreciation.  Be 
sure  to  welcome  them  personally  at  this  important  juncture  of  their  church  experience. 

BOARD  MEETING  -  7:30  p.m.  Tuesday,  October  14. 

STEWARDSHIP  COMMITTEE  will  meet  6:30  p.m.  before  Board  on  Tuesday,  October  14. 

Dick's  sermon  for  Sunday  will  be  entitled  "A  Power  Unfettered".     Read  II  Timothu   2:8-15. 


ONE 


"One  in  Ministry"  reminds  Christians  of  the  ministry 
that  is  shared  in  Christ.  The  Week  of  the  Ministry  provides 
the  opportunity  for  a  congregation  to  honor  all  who  serve 
or  have   served   in   this  ministry. 


IN 
MINISTRY 

OCT.  12-19 
1986 


SYMPATHY 

Qua  ptiayeAA  go  up  ^on.  the 
family  o^  Ellen  Bu.ckana.n  who 
died  la&t  we.ek.  She.  wai>  101 
yo.au  old.  Vk..  Hamm  had  tex- 
viceA    ^Oh.  hex. 

Qua  pKayexi>  go  to  \laxy 
WXZheJbn  in  the.  de.ath  ofa  hex 
bn.otheh.-in-lavo. 

Vu/iing     a      wedding     hexe 
Saturday,   Uahqaxite  Lotz,  t>JL&- 
tex  ol     Rath  Ye.nteM,      ^eJUL  on 
the.  &te.pi>  and    bno\ie  hex    hip. 
Suxgexy  ii>  at  Vankview. 

Candace  Cole  has  moved  to 
Florida.  Her  address  is:  6037 
Balboa  Circle,  Apt.  105,  White- 
hall, Boca  Del  Mar,  Boca  Raton, 
FL  33433.  She  will  be  back  in 
the  summertime  and  living  at 
her  lake  place.  We  wish  her 
well  and  look  forward  to  seeing 
her   in   the   spring! 

COUPON    EXCHANGE   STARTING 

Need     coupons   and   12      shoe 
boxes.        Leave   in      the  kitchen 
or  contact   Sue  Brey   at   447-3540. 
Thank  you! 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  - 

10-5-86 

Karla  Sedgwick,    1815-6  Fox 
Point  Trail;  Kenneth  &  Bobbie 
Maoy,    272ZH  Broadway ,    Danny  & 
Karen  Haro,   Sugar  loaf ,    CA;  Mr. 
&  Mrs.    Jim  Sauntignon,   Emily 
and  Annie a   Union  City,    OH; 
Clara  Zimmerman^   New  Windsor, 
MD,    Lois  &  Bill  Olson,   LaGrange, 
ILL;  Mr.    &  Mrs.  ''John  Briggs  and 
Julie,    Rennselaer,    IN. 


Should  I  include  the 
church  in  my  will? 

NO: 

All  my  life  I  have  supported  the  church  generous- 
ly with  my  time,  my  talents  and  my  money.  Isn't 
that  enough?  I  have  given  my  share  or  even  more 
than  my  share.  Isn't 
the  church  grateful 
for  all  that  I  have 
done  and  all  I  have 
given? 

The  church  never 
stops  asking  me  for 
money,  even  as  I  pre- 
pare for  death  by 
writing  my  Last  Will 
and  Testament.  Is  the 
church  coveting  my 
accumulated  re- 
sources? Is  the 
church  anticipating 
my  demise? 

Is  the  church  sug- 
gesting that  I  give 
one  final  "over  and 
above"  offering  in  my 
will? 

Is  this  last  Special 
Day  offering  to  be  re- 
ceived on  the  day  I 
die? 

No  way! 

The  author  of  this  pro- 
vocative atatamant  on 
Christian  baquests  la 
Randall  A.  Waat  of  Peoria, 
(lllnola.  An  attorney  and 
an  active  member  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disci- 
ples of  Christ),  Mr.  West 
has  served  on  the  Gener- 
al Board  and  has  been  an 
advlaer  In  the  area  of 
stewardship  to  several  of 
the  church's  units. 


YES: 


All  my  life  I  have  supported  the  church 
'generously  with  my  time,  my  talents 
•  and  my  money.  The  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  has  been  the  most  important  part  of  my  life.  My 
family  members  and  I  have  been  baptized  in  the  church 
and  married  in  the  church — and  some  have  been  buried 
from  the  church.  My  pastors  and  Christian  friends  have 
taught  me,  ministered  to  me,  counseled  me,  lifted  me  up, 
and  loved  me  at  all  times.  It  is  my  humble  privilege  to 
support  after  death  the  church  that  has  been  of  great  help 
to  me  during  life. 

I  believe  strongly  that  "The  earth  is  the  Lord's,"  and 
that  everything  I  own  comes  from  God.  At  the  time  of  my 
death  I  have  more  than  just  a  privilege  or  an  opportunity 
to  remember  the  church  in  my  will.  I  have  a  duty  and  a 
responsibility  to  share  a  portion  of  my  accumulated  re- 
sources with  the  church. 

I  want  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  spread  after  my 
death  and  be  shared  with  more  and  more  persons.  That 
costs  money,  and  I  want  some  of  mine  to  be  used  for  that 
purpose  after  I  die.  I  know  that  I  can't  take  it  with  me.  So 
let  a  part  of  what  I  have  be  used  for  the  Lord's  work,  and 
let  me  be  remembered  as  a  good  and  faithful  servant,  both 
during  my  lifetime  and  after  my  death. 


Reprinted  from  THE  DISCIPLE  by  permission  of  the 
Christian  Board  of  Publication,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


FROM  PARSON  TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

This  is  designated  "Week  of  the  Ministry"  by  we  Disciples.  It's  an  opportunity  to 
lift  up  and  to  think  about  ministry.  I  am  truly  grateful  for  my  calling,  and  my  prayer 
is  that  God  will  continue  to  give  me  growth  in  my  capacities  and  strength  for  my  work. 

Every  vocation  has  its  share  of  multitudin  and  conflicting  expectations  placed 
upon  its  laborers,  but  none  more  than  ministry.  It's  enough  to  make  me  chuckle  some- 
times (and  sometimes  cry).  The  following  little  piece  has  been  around  s-everal  times 
over  the  years,  but  I  think  it's  worth  reading  again! 

Results  of  a  computerized  survey  indicate  the  perfect  pastor  preaches  exactly  15 
minutes.  He  condems  sin  but  never  upsets  anyone.  He  works  from  8:00  a.m.  until  mid- 
night and  is  also  a  janitor.  He  makes  $50.00  a  week,  wears  good  clothes,  buys  good 
books ,  drives  a  good  car  and  gives  about  $50.00  weekly  to  the  poor.  He  is  28  years  of 
age  and  has  been  preaching  30  years.  He  has  a  burning  desire  to  work  with  teenagers  and 
spends  all  of  his  time  with  senior  citizens.  The  perfect  pastor  smiles  all  the  time 
with  a  straight  face  because  he  has  a  sense  of  humor  that  keeps  him  seriously  dedicated 
to  his  work.  He  makes  15  calls  daily  on  parish  families ,  shut-ins  and  hospitalized;  he 
spends  all  his  time  evangelizing  the  unchurched  and  is  always  in  his  office  when  needed. 
If  pastor  does  measure  up,  simple  send  this  letter  to  six  other  parishes  that  are  tired 
of  their  pastor  too.  Then  bundle  up  your  pastor  and  send  him  to  the  church  at  the  top 
of  the  list.  In  one  week,  you  will  receive  1,643  pastors  and  one  of  them  should  be  per- 
fect.     Have  faith  in  this   letter. 

If  you  _dp_  decide  to  bundle  up  Don  and  me  and  mail  us  off,  please  mark  us  "fragile" 
and  send  us  "first  class"! 

Thanks  for  the  opportunity  to  serve  a  great  congregation! 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 


A  reader  of  the  British  Weekly  sent  this  letter  to  the  editor: 

Dear  Sir: 

It  seems  ministers  feel  their  sermons  are  very  important  and  spend  a  great  deal  of  time 
preparing  for  them.  I  have  been  attending  a  church  service  quite  regularly  for  the  past 
thirty  years  and  I  have  probably  heard  3,000  sermons.  To  my  consternation,  I  discovered 
that  I  cannot  remember  a  single  one  of  them. 

Later,  the  following  reply  was  printed: 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  been  married  for  thirty  years.  During  that  time  I  have  eaten  32,850  meals, 
mostly  my  wife's  cooking.  Suddenly,  I  have  discovered  that  I  cannot  remember  the  menu 
of  a  single  meal.  And  yet,  I  received  nourishment  from  every  single  one  of  them.  I 
have  the  distinct  impression  that  without  them,  I  would  have  starved  to  death  long  ago. 
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"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  October  15,  1986  No.  41 


WELCOME  NEW  MEMBERS! 

Larry  and  Sue  Brey  transferred  their  membership  from  First  Christian  in  Janesville, 
Wisconsin  this  Sunday.  They  live  with  their  2  year  old  daughter,  Melissa,  at  3005  Linden, 
phone  number  -  447-3540.   Larry  is  with  G.M. 

SINGLES ! 


We'll  meet  at  Ken  Taylor's  on  Sunday,  October  19,  7:00  p.m.   This  month's  study 
will  be  on  the  Apostle  Paul,  the  most  misunderstood  apostle.   Come  and  join  us! 

PARENT-CHILD  DEDICATION 

On  Sunday,   November  2,  there  will  be  a  Parent-Child  Dedication  in  10:45  a.m.  ser- 
vice.  If  you  wish  to  be  included  (or  have  questions),  please  call  Dick  Hamm  at  744-3239. 

CHILI  &  OYSTERS  AFTER  WORSHIP  THIS  SUNDAY! 


The  congregation  is  invited  to  this  treat  this  Sunday,  October  19,  at  noon.  There 

will  also  be  an  auction!    (Anyone  wishing   to  donate  baked  goods,   services,   or  other 

items  for  auction,   please  call  Bobbi  Lindsay   (456-5187)   on  Saturday.  Proceeds  will 
benefit  Christian  Women's  Fellowship  projects. 

AREA  I  ASSEMBLY,  NOVEMBER  2 

Mark  your  calendar  and  plan  to  attend  this  meeting  of  Disciple  churches  at  Saturn 
Christian  on  Sunday,  November  2,  6:30-8:30  p.m.  The  Area  will  vote  on  a  motion  to 
begin  a  new  church  and  we'll  enjoy  a  brief  worship  together. 

LAST  TRAIN  TO  CLARKSVILLE ! 


If  you  are  interested  in  attending  the  Regional  Assembly  in  Clarksville,  Indiana, 
Friday  and  Saturday,  October  24-25,  this  is  your  last  chance.  Call  Dick  immediately  to 
register! 

AREA  I  BOARD  MEETING 

The  Area  I  Board  will  meet  Monday,  October  27,  6:30  p.m.,  at  First  Christian  Church. 
Call  744-3239  to  RSVP  for  dinner  by  Saturday,  October  25. 

SATURN  CHRISTIAN  invites  you  to  their  annual  Chicken  &  Biscuits,  Ham  &  Beans  Dinner. 
It's at  Saturn  this  Saturday,  October  18,  4:30  -  7:30  p.m.  A  free  will  offering  for 
their  Building  Fund  will  buy  your  meal!   There  will  also  be  a  bazaar! 

Check  out  the  Outreach  bulletin  board  display  in  fellowship  hall:  see  how  our 
money  serves! 

CHI  RHO  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP:   for  all  middle  school  students:   first  meeting  of  the  year, 
Next  Sunday,  October  19,  at  4:00  to  5:00  p.m. 


IMl/ITATIOM 

tJU.zabzth  Anm&Vwng  and    Hanxy  Aswold  aondlaULy  invite,  thu     aongnzgation  to  witnu* 
tkeJJi  manxiagQ.  on  Satu/iday,   OcXobzn.  IS,    6:00  p.m.,   at  FiA6t  CfouAtian  CkuAch. 

SYMPATHY 

Jim  BsiameZ'6  wu^e,   B&tty,     died  la&t  week  a&tzA.  a  long  Hln2A&.     Oua  pnayoju*  go  out 
to  Jim  and  the.  family. 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -10-12-86 

Matt  Holleyj      1026  W.   Pet  tit;   Peggy  &  Angle  Eickson,   3508  Senate  Avenue;  Mr.    &  Mrs. 
Lawrence  Cordier,    1255  Inglewood  Drive t  Mogadore,    Ohio. 

WHAT  ARE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS? 

They're  people  .   .   .  just  people: 
The  butcher,  the  baker,  the  candlestick  maker, 
The  auto  mechanic  and  college  professor. 
The  homemaker,  the  business  career  person. 

People  .    .  but  not  JUST  people; 

People  redeemed  by  the  love  of  God. 
People  who  have  heard  the  Lord's  calling: 

"Go  .  .  .  teach, 

"Feed  My  sheep  ...  My  lambs; 

"Hand  in  hand,  you  stand  with  them 

"Upon  a  distant  shore 

"And  see  me  face  to  face." 

What  is  a  Sunday  School  Teacher? 

A  STUDIER  -  of  the  Bible,  of  lesson  leaflets  and  teacher's  guides; 

A  COLLECTOR  -  of  pictures,  of  objects,  of  stories,  of  anything  that  will  help  pupils  learn; 

A  LISTENER  -  to  the  unspoken  questions  written  in  the  eager  faces  of  pupils; 

A  FRIEND  -  who  gives  of  himself  that  others  might  grow  in  Christ 

A  CHRISTIAN  WHO  IS  CONCERNED  ABOUT  SOULS Who  prays. 

What  is  a  Sunday  School  Teacher?  A  PERSON  WHO  NEEDS  OUR  PRAYERS! 

For  he  or  she  is  doing  the  most  important,  the  most  difficult 
(though  most  rewarding)  job  on  earth: 
Feeding  young  and  old  with  the  Word  of  life, 
That  they  might  grow  in  life  with  God. 

This,  then,  I  will  do: 

I  will  pray  for  the  Sunday  School  teachers  of  my  church. 
I  will  treasure  them,  thank  God  for  them. 
I  will  remember  that,  in  doing  the  work  of  the  church, 
they  are  doing  my  work  -  and  God's! 


FROM  PARSON   TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

Those  who  have  tried  the  new  hearing  system  are  really  pleased  with  it.  If  you 
haven't  tried  it,  ask  an  usher!  We  have  received  five  additional  units,  so  we  now  have 
eight . 

Yes,  it  is  stewardship  emphasis  time  again.  I  suppose  that's  so  hard  to  believe 
because  we  had  the  Capital  Campaign  just  six  months  ago!  Nevertheless,  it  is  that  time. 
I  am  concerned  that  we  continue  to  grow  in  our  regular  giving  even  as  we  continue  to 
give  to  the  Capital  Projects.  There's  no  point  in  having  a  spruced  up  facility  if  our 
program  fades.  But  I  have  every  confidence  that  this  congregation  will  come  through, 
with  joy,  as  it  always  does.  This  ^is  a  wonderful  place  to  do  ministry! 

The  healing  service  received  very  positive  response  by  all  who  were  present.   This 
will  be  a  monthly  offering,  with  the  next  edition  on  November  9.   Plan  on  coming  and 
"checking  it  out." 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 


This  week,  beginning  last  Sunday,  is  the  "Week  of  Ministry".  I  would  like  to  pass 
on  to  you  what  I  think  is  a  significant  statement  from  the  document,  Baptism,  Eucharist, 
and  Ministry,  published  by  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches : 

Since  the  ordained  ministry  and  the  community  (i.e.,  the  Church)  are  irextri- 
cably  related,  all  participate  in  fulfilling  these  functions. ... .any  member  of 
the  body  may  share  in  proclaiming  and  teaching  the  Word  of  God,  may  contribute 
to  the  sacramental  life  of  that  body.  The  ordained  ministry  fulfills  these 
functions  in  a  represent  active  way,  providing  the  focus  for  the  unity  of  the 
life  and  witness  of  the  community. 

What  does  this  mean?  It  means  that  we  of  the  "set  apart"  ministry  are  representa- 
tives of  the  ministry  of  all  believers!  We  reflect  the  activity  of  God  in  the  church 
and  in  the  ministry  (service)  of  its  individual  members.  Our  authority  and  responsi- 
bilities are  drawn  solely  from  the  authority  and  responsibilities  of  the  Church.  A 
minister's  service  to  God  and  humanity  will  not  generally  rise  higher  than  that  of  the 
church  he  or  she  serves. 

I  thank  God  that  I  am  a  part  of  a  congregation,  which  calls  me  to  participate  in  a 
life  of  service  and  love  the  quality  of  which  is  manifest here  at  First  Christian. 
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MUSIC  NOTES 


HYMN  SUNDAY  -  OCTOBER  26 


Several  years  ago  this  congregation  decided  that  it  would  be  a  very  good  idea  to 
explore  the  music  of  the  church,  the  hymns  in  particular,  on  a  designated  Sunday  in  the 
fall.  The  purposes  were  two.  The  first  was  to  explore  the  richess  of  the  new  hymn  book, 
and  the  second  was  to  encourage  heartier  hymn  singing.  As  has  been  the  custom  since 
then,  this  Sunday  will  be  Hymn  Sunday.  The  hymns  have  been  selected  and  arranged 
according  to  the  order  of  worship  and  in  historical  order.  We  have  thought  that  it 
would  be  meaningful  to  worship  with  the  hymns  in  the  way  people  have  responded  to  God 
over  the  centuries.  Each  one  will  be  introduced  by  a  Litany  or  by  a  meditation  by  one 
of  our  ministers. 

Since  the  hymnal  is  a  wonderful  story  book  as  well  as  a  book  of  the  people's 
theology,  we  hope  that  the  congregation  will  be  present  to  enjoy  the  wealth  of  poetry 
and  music  and  insight  with  which  we  will  worship  together  this  Sunday. 

SINGLES!   MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS! 

Next  month  on  November  15,  we'll  go  to  House  of  Hunan  together  at  6:30  p.m.  to  have 
a  party  for  Greg  Showalter! 

\ 

PARENT-CHILD  DEDICATION 

On  Sunday,  November  2,  there  will  be  a  Parent-Child  Dedication  in  10:45  a.m.  ser- 
vice.    If  you  wish   to  be   included   (or  have  questions),   please   call  Dick  Hamm  at   744-3239. 

AREA  I   ASSEMBLY,    NOVEMBER  2 

"A  New  Church   in  Area  I"   is   the  theme  for  this  year's  Assembly   to  be  held  on  Sunday, 
November  2,   6:30  -  8:30  p.m.,      at  Saturn  Christian  Church.      The  business  of   the  Assembly 
will  include  approval  of  a  general  location  for  a  new  church  and  election  of  new  officers, 
The  Assembly  will  be  climaxed  by  a  special  Communion  Service. 

AREA  I  BOARD  MEETING 

The  Area  I  Board  will  meet  Monday,   October  27,   6:30  p.m.,   at  First  Christian  Church. 
Call   744-3239   to  RSVP   for  dinner  by  Saturday,   October  25. 


CHURCH  WORLD  SERVICE 


For  40  years  Church  World  Service  has  been 
meeting  human  needs  in  more  than  70  countries 
through  programs  of  social  and  economic  development, 
disaster  and  emergency  response,  and  service  to 
refugees.  CWS  is  a  cooperative  agency  of  31  Protes- 
tant and  Orthodox  communions  and  a  division  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA. 


Number  of  years 6 

Number  of  volunteers .....325 

Individuals   served 153,971 

Meals   served 2 ,  140 ,000 

Dollar  value  of  meals $1,700,000 

Number  of   food  banks 23 


CONGRATULATIONS! 

IkiKiam  Bixznman    aj>  a  pfioixd  new    gKandmotkex  o^  SaKah  Elaine.  Bixe.nman,     bonn  in  San 
Antonio,  to  Jay  and  IfiU  tut^e. 

Liz[AAmi>tKong)   and  Wanxy  Annold    bzcame.  husband  and  voifie.  SatxxJtday     zvuning  at  TihAt 
ChsuAtian  ChuAch.     Qn.   Hamm  pieAidzd. 


THANKS  FOR  YOUR  SUPPORT j 

THe  CW/-  Vh.UA.do.nt,  Bobbi  Lindsay,  ne.pohte>  the.  ChiZi/OyAteA  Vinnoji  and  Auction 
Kauzd  t><Lv<ih.al  kundAnd  doUate  faon.  the.  gsioup' 4  outAnach  walk.  A  good  time,  wa&  had  by 
all! 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -   10-19-86 

Dick  &  Ceoilia  Henry,  4109  N.  Washington  Blvd.;  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Kraoh  &  Family; 
Mr.  J.E.  Johnson,  P.O.  Box  13614;  Miss  Laura  LaVay,  East  Three  Rivers  Apartmen,ts,  §512; 
Chris  Patrick,      309  W.   Lexington  Circle;     Larry  &  Cherrie  Green,      5015  Southwood  Avenue. 


FROM     PARSON      TO     PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

As  I  sit  at  my  desk  on  this  Monday  morning,  looking  out  my  south  window,  the  sun 
is  about  to  rise.  It's  going  to  be  one  of  those  gorgeous  blue  sky  October  days  that  I 
love.  October  is  usually  one  of  the  big  attractions  of  Indiana  for  me.  The  high  pres- 
sure of  the  atmosphere  makes  me  high.  In  fact,  these  three  blue  sky  days  we've  had  have 
been  among  the  most  productive  in  my  last  two  weeks.  I  just  feel  good.  I  wonder  if  it 
does  the  same  to  you?  Most  of  us  are  affected  by  the  weather.  Even  the  frost  in 
Laura's  pumpkin  patch  is  beautiful,  even  knowing  it  is  a  harbinger  of  old  man  winter! 
Give  us  more  of  these  days,  Lord,  please! 

Don  said  something  Sunday  that  I  want  to  pick  up  on  here.  He  was  talking  about  the 
popularity  of  personality-centered  denominations,  as  contrasted  with  denominations  like 
ours  that  have  structures  of  mutuality  and  accountability.  I'll  admit  that  sometimes, 
while  driving  down  1-69  for  yet  another  meeting  in  Indianapolis,  I  get  to  wondering  if 
its  worth  it,  all  this  mutuality  and  accountability!  But  then,  I  realize  how  the  wider 
church  sustains  me,  nourishes  me,  and  "keeps  me  honest",  and  I  realize  that  it  is,  indeed, 
worth  it.  I'll  be  reminded  of  this  again  this  week  as  Mindy  and  I  and  several  others 
head  for  the  Regional  Assembly  in  Clarksville  Friday  and  Saturday.  I  wish  we  could  all 
go  and  get  a  lift  from  this  expression  of  the  wider  church! 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

Every  life  comes  as  a  mixed  gift,  a  potpourri  of  good  and  bad,  excitement  and  bore- 
dom, joy  and  pain.  When  a  very  painful,  even  tragic  event  enters  our  life,  it  threatens 
to  undo  us,  to  overcome  us,  to  grind  us  back  down  into  the  powdery  dust  of  which  the 
Bible  tells  us  we  are  made.  At  such  time  we  think  it  takes  an  extraordinary  person  to 
cope  with  such  an  event,  and  that  the  rest  of  us  just  scrape  by. 

I  read  an  article  sometime  ago  in  which  men  who  had  survived  life  in  Japanese 
prisoner  of  war  camps  had  been  interviewed.  These  men  universally  witnessed  to  the  fact 
that  men  who  were  stronger,  younger,  healthier  than  they  had  been  entered  the  camp  never 
to  leave,  and  that  for  some  reason  they,  these  rather  average  men,  survived.  Most  of 
these  men  have  gone  on  to  lead  what  we  think  of  as  normal,  productive,  but  certainly  not 
extraordinary,  lives.  Many  still  ask  themselves,  "why  did  I  survive".  The  plain  fact 
is,  even  under  excruciatingly  inhumane  conditions,  they  became  determined  to  survive. 

One  key  to  coming  through  a  rough  time  is  having  the  ability  looking  beyond  it  and 
saying  to  oneself,  "I  can  survive  this.  Someday  things  will  not  be  like  this.  I  can 
survive  this".  It  does  not  take  the  sting  away,  or  the  pain,  or  the  tears.  But  it  is 
the  truth  of  trusting  God's  ability  to  renew  life  that  lets  a  person  move  past  the 
stages  a  tragedy  takes,  until  one  by  one,  the  pains  and  tears  cease  to  dominate  life. 
Hear  the  words  of  the  Apostle  Paul: 

"So  we  do  not  loose  heart.   Though  our  outer  nature  is  wasting  away,  our  inner 

nature  is  being  renewed  everyday". 

Read  II  Corinthians  4:16-18). 
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"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  October  29,  1986  No.  43 


FINAL  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  PHOTOGRAPH 

This  weekend,  October  30  -  November  1,  are  the  final  three  days  to  have  your  photo 
taken  for  our  pictorial  directory.  If  you  have  not  made  an  appointment,  please  call 
Dorothy  Overmyer  at  745-1897. 

ALSO: 

For  those  who  have  already  had  their  pictures  taken,  the  proof  viewing  will  be  on 
Thursday,  November  6  &  Friday,  November  7  from  2:00  -  8:00  p.m.  You  will  receive  a 
postcard  in  the  mail  for  an  appointment. 

COMMITMENT   SUNDAY   IS  NOVEMBER  9 

Be  in  worship   to   see   an   inspiring   audio  visual   and  to  make  your   commitment   for   1987! 

AREA  I   ASSEMBLY   AT   SATURN   CHRISTIAN 

On  Sunday,  November  2,  6:30  -  8:30  p.m.,  the  six  congregations  of  Area  I  will  meet 
together  at  Saturn  to  consider  a  new  church  start  and  to  elect  officers.  Every  member 
of  our  congregation  is   invited   and  has   the   right   to  vote.      Don't  miss   it! 

SINGLES!      MARK  YOUR   CALENDARS! 


Next  month  on  November  15,  we'll  go  to  House  of  Hunan  together  at  6:30  p.m.  to  have 
a  party   for  Greg  Showalter. 

READING:      A  PAST   TIME  WITH  A  FUTURE 

CHRISTIAN  LITERATURE  WEEK  -  NOVEMBER  2-9 
Our  young  children  have  been   to  the  library   twice  this  month.      Can  you  say   the  same? 
We'll  bet  you  can't   read  just  one!!! 

Did  you  know  that  Pat  Mullen  has  moved  from  librarian  to  Chairman  of  the  Evangelism 
Committee?  Mildred  Hutchinson  is  our  new  librarian.  Welcome  and  thank  you  to  both  of 
these  women! 

WANTED 

Bowlers  for  mens  Monday  night  teams,  6:30  at  Smittys  Lanes  (Waynedale) .   Come  on  out 
or  call  Max  Finkhousen  at  456-8178. 

CONGRATULATIONS ! 


Hazel  Cleaver  was  93  years  old  on  October  30! 
NEXT  SERVICE  OF  PRAYER  &  HEALING  -  NOVEMBER  9,  6:15  -  7:00  p.m. 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP   -  10-26-86 

Mrs.   Eugene  J.   Neumann,   4509  Spatz  Avenue;  Mrs.   Kelly  B.    Vincent,  San  Jose,   CA;  Mrs, 
Bea  Anderson,  Mt.    Vernon,   IN;  Ray  Bridgewater,  Alma,  NE. 


RECORD  NUMBER  OF  OVERSEAS  STAFF  APPOINTED 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Division  of  Overseas  Ministries  appointed  14  overseas 
staff  members  at  its  June  meeting.   They  included: 

David  Blackburn »  working  with  the  Methodist  Church  among  the  very  poor  in  Recife, 
Brazil; 

Marguerite  and  Fred  Brokenma,   jointly  appointed  with  the  United  Presbyterians  to 
Honduras; 

Renee  and  John  Carter,  returning  to  Paraguay  to  administer  the  Jack  Norment  Camp; 

Teresa  Crisler.  to  teach  mathematics  in  Mbandaka,  Zaire; 

Johanna  and  Keith  Jameison,  returning  to  their  work  in  India; 

Roxie  and  David  Owen,  to  a  14-point  pastoral  charge  in  rural  Lesotho; 

Jane  and  George  Sullivan-Davis,   to  be  stationed  in  Peru  working  with  a  regional 
office  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches; 

Lois  and  Courtney  Swander,  for  another  four-year  term  in  Mexico. 


HOW  YOUR  1986  OFFERING  WAS  SPENT 

The  goal  for  1986  was  $2.75  million.  Final  receipts  are  not 
in  as  this  copy  goes  to  press  but  it  is  not  Ifkely  that  goal  will 
be  reached. 

Media  attention  has  not  been  focused  on  famine  in  Africa 
in  1986  and  the  urgency  of  the  needs  has  not  been  so 
obvious.  The  needs,  however,  continue  and  Christ  continues 
to  call  his  Church  to  respond  with  love  and  compassion. 

The  budget  was  projected  at  $2,332,984  on   basis  of  the 

previous  year's  receipts.  It  is  still  to  early  to  be  certain  that 

the  full  budget  can  be  allocated.  The  following  amounts  were 

budgeted: 

i. 
Week  of  Compassion  Budget 

Refugee  Ministries $327,505  14% 

Emergency  Aid 543,595  20% 

Social  Services,  Self  Help 

and  Development..-....'..... .;....... 765,^39  33% 

Ecumenical  Support ........280,8*45  12% 

Scholarships  etc 171 ,300  7% 

Miscellaneous  88,900  4% 

Operating  Costs ......155,000  7% 

Total .$2,332,984       100% 


FROM  PARSON   TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

I'm  looking  forward  to  finishing  up  a  couple  of  jobs  this  week!  The  Area  Assembly 
Sunday  night  at  Saturn  (6:30  -  8:30  p.m.)  will  close  out  my  term  as  Area  I  Moderator  and 
will  finish  the  task  of  shepherding  the  new  church  establishment  project  through  to  Area 
I  approval  (I  hope!).  These  have  both  been  very  enjoyable  and  interesting  tasks,  though 
occasionally  taxing. 

We  had  an  excellent  Regional  Assembly  in  Clarksville.  I  wish  all  of  you  could  have 
been  there,  but  we  had  good  representation  through  the  Churches,  the  Mildreds,  Sara  Mul- 
len, the  Wiltfongs,  and  the  Hamms.  I  had  intended  to  be  back  for  Sunday  worship,  how- 
ever, it  seemed  a  good  time  to  visit  family  near  Crawfordsville my  aunt  died  sever- 
al weeks  ago  and  I  had  not  been  able  to  attend  her  funeral  due  to  responsibilities  here. 
It  was  a  good  time  to  get  by  and  visit.  I  was  sorry  to  have  missed  "Hymn  Sunday"  how- 
ever, as  I  always  enjoy  it. 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 

P.S.   I'm  going  to  have   fun  this  Sunday!    My  sermon  is  on  the  story  of  Zacchaeus.  It's 
entitled,  "When  We're  Up  a  Tree"!   Read  Luke  19:1-10  to  prepare. 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

Most  of  us,  when  asked  what  the  opposite  of  love  is  world  say  it  is  hate.  But  love 
has  another  oppsite:  fear.  And  our  relationships  with  others  (including  God)  are  usua- 
lly a  strange  mixture  of  these  two. 

Looking  at  my  own  experience  in  ten  years  of  marriage,  and  working  with  people  as 
they  move  toward  getting  married  or  as  they  go  through  the  various  inevitable,  sometimes 
difficult  stages  of  marriage  I  am  struck  by  what  seems  to  be  a  universal  human  conun- 
drum -  that  we  need,  for  our  own  well  being,  to  be  intimate  with  other  people,  and  at 
the  same  time  we  mightily  resist  intimacy  because  we  are  afraid  of  revealing  ourselves 
to  one  another.  As  Father  John  Powell  wrote  in  his  book,  "Why  Am  I  Afraid  To  Tell  You 
Who  I  Am,  "But,  if  I  tell  you  who  I  am,  you  may  not  like  who  I  am,  and  it  is  all  that  I 
have".  We  need  desparately  to  know  and  be  known,  and  we  are  afraid  of  being  known. 

Part  of  the  key  to  overcome  this  is  accepting  love  as  a  part  of  our  life  and  living 
it.  Love  is  accepting  openness  toward  another.  Love  is  an  appreciation  of  who  people 
are  with  their  attractive  attributes.  That  is  the  easy  part.  Love  is  also  an  apprecia- 
tion of  who  they  are  in  their  weaknesses,  being  open  and  accepting  toward  them  in  their 
painful  places,  their  irritating  attributes,  their  own  sores  and  warts  of  character. 
Love  accepts  this  side  of  persons,  too,  and  only  then  is  it  healthy.  Judging  can  be 
useful  as  a  diagnosis,  but  only  love  is  healing. 

Failure  to  love  is  an  act  of  fear.  It  is  understandable,  it  is  sometimes  necessary 
and  realistic,  but  more  often  it  is  crippling  and  life  denying.  Join  in  the  dance  of 
love  and  fear;  for  in  its  sometimes  elequent,  sometimes  clumsy  whirling  is  wholeness  and 
healing. 

Read  I  John  4:18. 
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CONSECRATION  SUNDAY  NOVEMBER  9 

This  Sunday  is  Consecration  Sunday,  a  day  when  we  celebrate  our  life  together  as  a 
congregation  and  make  our  stewardship  pledges  for  1987.  This  has  been  one  of  the 
Sundays  for  attendance  for  three  years  in  a  row  (surpassed  only  by  Easter!).  Again, 
this  year,  we  will  offer  a  slide  presentation  which  is  entitled  "People  are  First  at 
First  Christian."  Only  those  who  are  not  present  on  this  Sunday  (at  either  8:15  or 
10:45  a.m.  services)  will  receive  a  visit  in  their  homes.  Please  make  every  effort  to 
be  present.   Come  celebrate  First  Christian! 

SHARE  THE  CARE  DAY  -  SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  15 

It's  time  to  do  the  fall  clean-up  around  the  church!  Property  Committee  invites 
you  to  come  and  "Share  The  Care",  8:30  a.m.,  Saturday,  November  15.  We'll  clean  up  the 
grounds,  wash  windows,  paint  our  yard  signs,  and  more.  Come  and  join  in  a  morning  of 
useful  work  and  great  fellowship! 

FOCUS  ON  LOCAL  HUNGER  -  SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  22 

On  Saturday,  November  22,  the  Outreach  and  Service  Committee  will  sponsor  a  focus 
on  local  hunger.  We  will  have  representatives  from  the  Food  Bank,  from  Saint  Mary's 
Soup  Kitchen,  and  from  the  Rescue  Mission.  These  three  organizations  are  in  different 
ways  dealing  with  the  problem  of  hunger  in  Fort  Wayne.  Their  programs  are  set  up  to 
compliment  each  other,  each  meeting  a  different  need.  We  hope  you  will  join  us  for 
lunch  at  11:30  a.m.,  followed  by  a  brief  presentation  of  each  of  these  three  programs. 
Soup  for  lunch  will  be  provided  by  Saint  Mary's  Soup  Kitchen.  In  order  to  help  us  plan, 
please  call  Jerry  Zimmerman  (744-5698)  or  the  Church  office  to  let  us  know  how  many  are 
coming. 

SINGLES 

On  Saturday.  November  15,  we'll  meet  at  the  House  of  Hunan  at  6:30  p.m.  to  have  a 
party  for  Greg  Showalter. 

SERVICE  OF  PRAYER  AND  HEALING 

This  Sunday,  November  9,  6:15-7:00  p.m.   All  Welcome! 

PARENTS  NIGHT  OUT 

Friday,  November  21.  Mark  your  calendar! 

BOARD  MEETING  on  Tuesday,  November  11  at  7:30  p.m. 

IN  GATHERING  OF  FOOD 

Annually  during  November,  our  Outreach  Committee  asks  our  people  to  make  a  special 
offering  of  food  for  the  Food  Bank  here  at  First  Christian.  On  November  9,  16,  &  23  we 
are  asked  to  bring  non-perishable  foods  and,  at  the  time  of  the  offering  or  before 
worship  at  each  of  the  worship  services,  to  place  our  gifts  on  the  Chancel.  On  November 
23,  these  food  offerings  will  be  placed  in  our  Food  Bank  for  distribution  to  those  in 
need  who  come  to  us  for  help .  • 

BELL  CHOIR  . . .  There  will  be  no  practices  for  the  Carillon  until  December  4  and  11th  at 
5:30  p.m.,  and  December  13  from  10  until  12.  We  will  ring  on  December  14th. 


AREA  I  ASSEMBLY  UNANIMOUSLY  APPROVES  NEW  CHURCH 

After  three  years  of  hard  work  by  the  Area  I  New  Church  Committee  chaired  just  by 
Ralph  Church  and  then  Dick  Hamm,  the  following  resolution  was  approved  by  the  Assembly 
meeting  November  2  at  Saturn.  As  soon  as  the  money  is  available  (probably  about  8 
months)  a  "pastor-developer"  will  be  brought  onto  the  field  to  do  the  preliminary  work. 
This  is  something  to  cheer  about  and  for  which  to  pray! 


October,  1986 


RESOLUTION  FOR  CONSIDERATION 
BY  THE  AREA  I  BOARD  AND  ASSEMBLY 


WHEREAS  the  Area  I  New  Church  Committee  has  labored  for  three  years  to  determine  the 
best  location  for  a  new  church  start  within  Area  I,  and 

WHEREAS  the  Committee  has  done  extensive  research  drawing  on  many  resources  including 
census  tract  data,  county  and  city  planning  offices,  real  estate  companies, 
Chambers  of  Commerce,  utility  companies,  IPFW,  Church  resource  persons,  wind- 
shield surveys,  personal  interviews,  and  prayer. 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  Area  I  commit  itself  to  the  establishment  of  a  new 
congregation  in  Allen  County,  Aboite  Township,  subject  to  the  following 
principles: 

1.  The  new  congregation  will  not  be  located  so  as  to  infringe  on  the 
growth  area  of  Saturn  Christian  Church. 

2.  The  new  congregation  shall  be  far  enough  from  Peace  United  Church 

of  Christ  so  as  not  to  duplicate  resources  (approximately  two  miles) . 

3.  The  committee  is  particularly  interested  in  the  northern  portion  of 
the  Township. 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  by  committing  ourselves  to  a  new  church,  we  congregations 
of  Area  I  are  committing  ourselves  to  pray  for  the  new  church,  its  pastor 
developer,  and  its  people,  and  to  include  monies  in  our  local  congregational 
budgets  for  Regional  New  Church  Development  (each  church  has  been  asked  by 
the  Region  to  include  at  least  $3.00  per  participating  member  in  1987  and 
$5.00  per  participating  member  by  1989,  for  Regional  New  Church  Development). 

Respectfully  submitted  by  the  Area  I  New  Church  Committee 
Ken  Clark;  West  Creighton  Avenue 
Nelson  &  Ruth  Brandon;  Auburn  First 

Dorothy  McCracken,  Ken  Kaufman,  Mildred  Kaufman,  Joe  Fitch,  Norm  Conklin;  Saturn 
Lyn  Childers;  Fort  Wayne  North 
Ralph  Church,  Bill  Johnson;  Fort  Wayne  First 
Judy  Church;  member  Regional  New  Church  Committee 
Morris  Finch,  Chuck  Babcock;  Associate  Regional  Ministers 
John  Krueger;  Peace  United  Church  of  Christ 

Dick  Hamm,  Chairman 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -   11-2- -0 

J.  Vowalenko,  3802  Fairfield;  Dick  &  Mary  Ashton,  4109  Winterfield  Run;  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Todd  Bowen,  8618  Timbermill  PI.;  Michael  Zoller,  313  Ann  St.,  New  Haven;  Mrs.  Marta 
Zoller,    719  Pasadena  Dr.;  Mr.    &  Mrs.    Gregory  Lewis,    6835  Pointe  Inverness  Way. 


FROM  PARSON   TO   PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

I'm  looking  forward  to  Sunday.  I  think  the  slide  presentation  is  very  fine.  Of 
course,  the  challenge  before  us  is  also  great  ....  to  increase  our  gift  by  1%  of  our 
income  as  we  move  together  toward  the  goal  of  tithing.  1987  is  going  to  be  a  most  sign- 
ificant year  for  First  Christian. 

I  know,  I  say  "this  is  going  to  be  a  significant  year"  every  year.  But  every  year 
has  been  significant  as  we  have  struggled  to  renew  ourselves  as  a  congregation.  We  are 
on  the  verge  of  some  great  new  things,  but  they  hinge  upon  several  factors  ....  most 
especially  our  continued  excellent  growth  as  stewards. 

Of  course,  since  most  of  us  are  also  contributing  to  the  capital  projects  fund,  I'm 
also  concerned  that  we  remember  that  capital  gifts  must  be  "over  and  above"  rather  than 
"instead  of"  regular  giving.   But  I'm  confident  that  we  all  recognize  this. 

Stewardship  is  not  the  only  area  in  which  every  Christian  needs  to  keep  growing, 
but  it  is  certainly  an  essential  area  and  one  that  is  central  to  the  quality  of  our  own 
spiritual  life  as  well  as  the  quality  of  the  Church's  life. 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love,  ( __ 


WHEN  I  WAS  A  BOY,  I  never  understood  .... 

1.  Why  my  dad  insisted  on  regular,  uninterrupted  church  attendance. 

2.  Why  he  dedicated  himself,  year  after  year,  to  a  job  in  the  church  with  many  hours, 
and  no  pay.  (He  was  a  Sunday  School  superintendent  in  a  large  church  for  40  continuous 
years.) 

3.  Why  he  insisted  that  all  his  four  children  attend  church  and  Sunday  school,  and 
never  question  his  judgement  in  the  matter. 

4.  Why  we  didn't  have  a  car  to  drive  to  our  church  obligations,  as  most  others  did. 

Fifty  years  later,  I  have  answers: 

No.  1  answer  -  Dad  knew  that  habits  developed  in  early  childhood  become  an  influence 
throughout  life. 

No.  2  answer  -  Unless  you're  hungry,  or  tired,  or  sick  through  no  fault  of  your  own, 
every  person  owes  a  debt  to  the  society  in  which  he  lives. 

No.  3  answer  -  At  one  time,  I  taught  in  an  experimental  school.  It  was  customary  for 
teachers  here  to  ask  young  children,  "What  do  you  want  to  do  today?"  One  youngster 
(wise  for  his  years)  replied  "Teacher,  do  we  have  to  do  today  again  'what  we  want  to 
do?'"  Do  young  children  always  know  what  they  want  to  do? — I  think  not! 
No.  4  answer  -  Today  it  would  seem  needless,  perhaps  ridiculous,  (with  free  church  buses 
etc.)  to  walk  a  mile  and  a  half  to  church  and  back.  At  that  time  (late  20 's)  a  model  T 
Ford  cost  $835 — considerably  more  than  half  of  dad's  annual  salary.  His  only  indebted- 
ness was  his  home  mortgage  ($20.00  a  month).  He  always  paid  cash.  We  survived  the 
depression! 

Conclusion  -  Although  dad  never  finished  grade  school  (  a  farmer  who  had  to  work)  it 
seems  to  me,  now,  that  he  knew  some  things  about  raising  kids,  through  intuition,  that  I 
didn't  know  as  a  college  graduate. 

At  this  time  of  stewardship,  his  very  real  sacrifices  and  that  of  others  like  him 
continue  to  inspire  me  to  do  a  little  more. 

Don  L.  Parlette 

Stewardship  Committee 

"WokcU  an.0.  *omntur\<u>  hajid  to  faind,  vohzn  you.  ojkl  toying  to  hojy  Tkank  You  ion.  AomeXhtng  -so 
phA.c<iZz4,i>  a6  lovz  and  fUndnzAA-But  Tkank  Vou  to  the.  mini&t&su  and  otke/a  wko  vU>it<id  tkz 
ho&pJUtal,  tho&z  voho  callzd,  and  thohZ  voko  hunt  caAcU-n     Thank* 
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First  Christian  Church 


744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.   Hamm,   Editor 
Volume  XLIII  November   10,    1986  No.    45 


CHRISTIAN  LITERATURE  WEEK 

Browse  through  the  book  display   in  the  Fellows^--? 
Hall  this   Sunday.        Books     are     friends.      Make     a     c 
friend  this  week! 


SHARE   THE   CARE  THIS   SATURDAY  -  8:30   a.m.! 

Come   and     help      get   the  building   and  grounds   ready   for  winter! 
morning  of  useful  work  and  great   fellowship! 


Come   and  join   in  a 


FOCUS   ON  LOCAL  HUNGER 

On  Saturday,  November  22,  the  Outreach  and  Service  Committee  will  sponsor  a  focus 
on  local  hunger.  We  will  have  representatives  from  the  Food  Bank,  from  Saint  Mary's 
Soup  Kitchen,  and  from  the  Rescue  Mission.  These  three  organizations  are  in  different 
ways  dealing  with  the  problem  of  hunger  in  Fort  Wayne.  Their  programs  are  set  up  to 
compliment  each  other,  each  meeting  a  different  need.  We  hope  you  will  join  us  for 
lunch  at  11:30  a.m.,  followed  by  a  brief  presentation  of  each  of  these  three  programs. 
Soup  for  lunch  will  be  provided  by  Saint  Mary's  Soup  Kitchen.  In  order  to  help  us  plan, 
please  call  Jerry  Zimmerman  (744-5698)  or  the  Church  office  to  let  us  know  how  many  are 
coming. 


SINGLES!      THIS   SATURDAY  NIGHT! 

We're  meeting  at  the  "House  of  Hunan",  5626  Coldwater  Road,  at  6:30  p.m.  We'll 
have  a  party  for  Greg  Showalter!  All  singles  are  welcome  ....  even  if  you  don't  know 
Greg! 

PARENTS   NIGHT  OUT  -  FRIDAY.    NOVEMBER  21 

This  time  we're  going  to  the  Mey's  home,  7414  Old  Trail  Road.  Come  and  fellowship 
with  other  parents.      Call  Judy  Mey   (747-0664)    to   RSVP   and  to   get   a  food  assignment. 

PRAYER  SERVICE 

Sundays   6:15  -  7:00  p.m. 

IN  GATHERING  OF  FOOD 

Annually  during  November,  our  Outreach  Committee  asks  our  people  to  make  a  special 
offering  of  food  for  the  Food  Bank  here  at  First  Christian.  On  November  9,  16,  &  23  We 
are  asked  to  bring  non-perishable  foods  and,  at  the  time  of  the  offering  or  before 
worship  at  each  of  the  worship  services,  to  place  our  gifts  on  the  Chancel.  On  November 
23,  these  food  offerings  will  be  placed  in  our  Food  Bank  for  distribution  to  those  in 
need  who  come  to  us  for  help . 


ANNUAL  THANKSGIVING  DINNER 

Sunday,  November  23,  immediately  following  the  second  worship  service,  we  will  have 
our  annual  Thanksgiving  Dinner,  complete  with  turkey  and  all  the  trimmings.  Turkey, 
dressing,  mashed  potatoes  &  Gravy,  and  rolls  will  be  provided  by  the  church  and  the  Mem- 
bership Committee.  Cost  for  this  portion  of  the  meal  is  $1.50  for  adults  and  $1.00  for 
children  10  and  under,  but  no  family  is  to  pay  more  than  $5.00.  The  balance  of  the  meal 
will  be  a  planned  potluck  with  dishes  brought  in  according  to  the  first  letter  of  your 
last  name  as  listed  below:  A-F  bring  a  salad  (cranberry  or  other) ;  G-L  bring  a  veg- 
etable; M-R  bring  a  pie(pumpkin  or  other);  S-Z  bring  sweet  potatoes  (candied  or  other- 
wise) . 

This  dinner  is  always  a  highlight  of  the  year,  so  don't  miss  the  fellowship  with 
your  church  family.  New  members  this  year  will  be  introduced.  Reservations  are 
required  in  order  to  insure  plenty  of  turkey  for  all,  so  please  sign  up  at  either 
worship  service  the  next  two  Sundays  or  call  the  church  office  (744-3239)  or  Kris  Ohneck 
(428-6212  or  447-2833)  by  November  18,  1986.  Eunice  Conrad  will  be  showing  slides  of 
her  China  trip  she  took  this  past  summer. 

POINSETTIAS  FOR  ADVENT 

Again  this  year  we  are  planning  to  use  poinsettias  to  decorate  the  Chancel  during 
the  Advent-Christmas  season.  We  will  purchase  the  plants  for  approximately  $8.50  each. 
Any  amount  may  be  donated.  These  plants  may  be  donated  in  memory  or  to  honor  someone  or 
as  a  gift.  Later  they  will  be  taken  to  our  hospitalized  and  shut-ins.  The  donors  will 
be  listed  in  the  Tidings.  Indicate  your  desire  to  participate  by  calling  the  church 
office.  Donations  of  any  amount  should  be  clearly  marked  "Poinsettias".  Make  checks 
payable  to  First  Christian  Church. 

1986  TAX  ACT  IMPLICATIONS 


Our  General  Office  has  mailed  out  an  excellent  interpretive  piece  about  the  implic- 
ations of  the  1986  Tax  Act  as  it  effects  contributors  to  churches.  If  you  would  like  a 
copy,  call  the  church  office. 

THANK  GOV  FOR  VOLUNTEERS 

Thz  following  "Little.  Elvz*"  pnzpaKzd  foti  malting  the.  booklet  you  n.zczlvzd  tltlzd 
"Virion  ion.  19  87":  Utndy  Hamm,  Ge.ne.vie.ve.  Ripple.,  Wablz  WatAon,  G/tacz  Tfiuby,  Vetofiu 
Am>pach,  July  Met/,  Jacklz  KzIIza,  Ruby  \howzn,y,  Kate.  CuJULtn  and  Paul  S  Ruth  Vzntz*.  It 
li>  a  joy  to  wonk  with,  zach   ojj  you. 

Bettz  Haines 

LETTER  FROM  THE  STUCKVS 

Qua,  new  addJizbt,  li>  Apt.   6728,  57  5  Chatzau  Vntvz,  Huntbvillz,  Alabama  35S01 .  We 

love.  Living  among  the,  mountain*!  Jim' 6  job  ha6  not  Azttlzd  In  hzn,z  yet  which  {^onceA  him 
to  be.  in  hiit>6i66ippi  ok  Ge.on.gia  mo6t  ofi  the.  time..  We  OJUL  located  In  an  an.za  wheAZ 
JzAemy  and  I  can  manage  on  oun.  own  dusting  thz  week.  We  pn.ay  thing*  get  Azttlzd  hexz 
toon  6o  Jim  can  bz  homz  alt  thz  timz.  Jz/izmy  lovu  hi*  nzw  school  and  chuKch.  (FCC  o{ 
Huntbvitlz) .     Would  appnzciatz  hzanlng  {h.om    homz     o{     you. 

Lovz,  Bzcky,  Jim,   6  JeAzmy  Stucky 

COUPON  EXCHANGE 

The  coupon  exchange  boxes  are  set  up  and  ready  for  your  use  in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 
You  may  bring  your  cut  or  uncut  coupons  and  either  sort  them  for  distribution  or  leave 
them  for  later  sorting.  Feel  free  to  thumb  through  to  find  the  coupons  you  need.  Please 
save  those  coupons! 


FROM  PARSON   TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

As  I  prepare  my  "epistle"  to  you  this  Monday  morning,  my  heart  is  very  full  indeed. 
First,  I  am  deeply  thankful  for  the  response  to  "Commitment  Sunday"  yesterday.  We  had 
another  good  attendance  and  a  terrific  response.  We'll  have  a  complete  report  on  the 
results  of  this  year's  stewardship  emphasis  after  the  follow  up  calling  is  complete. 

Second,  we  offered  our  second  monthly  "prayer  and  healing  service"  last  night,  and 
again,  people  were  moved.  It's  impossible  to  convey  to  you  how  powerful  this  single  45 
minute  service  is,  but  I  do  hope  many  more  of  us  will  come  and  experience  it  on  Sunday, 
December  7,  6:15  p.m.  In  the  meantime,  our  regular  Prayer  Service  keeps  chugging  away 
every  Sunday  at  the  same  time  (6:15-7:00  p.m.). 

By  the  way,  I  very  much  appreciate  the  congregation's  patience  with  a  long  worship 
service  yesterday.  No  one  complained  about  the  length,  in  fact  people  stayed  longer 
than  usual  for  coffee  hour!  We  will  take  steps  to  shorten  the  stewardship  presentation 
next  year,  however,  whatever  format  we  decide  to  use.  But  the  lack  of  restlessness  in 
such  a  service  points  to  an  important  kind  of  maturity  among  us!  Thanks  to  Ralph  Church 
and  the  Stewardship  Committee,  and  to  Curt  Miller  and  Don  Wiltfong  for  an  excellent 
presentation  ....  once  again! 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love,  ^^.^ 

P.  S.  My  sermon  this  Sunday  is  "Making  Peace  with  Parents".  It  is  for  anyone  who  was 
ever  born,  regardless  of  age  (that  should  just  about  cover  everyone!)  The  text  is  II 
Corinthians  5:17-19. 


THE  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

We  see  ourselves  as  individual  islands,  somewhat  isolated  from  one  another, 
bridging  the  gaps  between  us  only  with  spoken  communications  or  an  occasional  touch. 
But  so  much  more  happens  when  we  encounter  another  human  being! 

According  to  a  1983  study  of  how  facial  expressions  interact  with  our  central 
nervous  system,  people  tend  to  respond  to  others  by  adopting  their  facial  expressions. 
Further,  putting  on  a  facial  expression  caused  the  body  to  react  with  the  emotion  of  the 
expression.  In  short,  if  you  meet  someone  who  is  smiling,  you  tend  to  smile,  and 
smiling  creates  within  you  a  light  feeling  of  well-being  and  joy.  We  communicate  to 
others  not  only  our  ideas;  we  wrap  ideas  in  a  web  of  emotions  as  we  pass  them  along. 

We  are  more  a  part  of  one  another  than  we  think,  and  we  give  more  of  ourselves  to 
others  than  we  realize.  We  can  truly  feel  something  of  one  another's  pain,  and  can 
share  in  one  another's  joy.  We  can  also  be  the  initiators  of  contagious  joyful 
feelings.  We  are,  to  borrow  Paul's  phrase,  "individually  members  one  of  another". 


^CyJiU  t>**\  ' 


AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP   -  11-9-86 

Wendy  Slatton,    1706  Reed  Road;  Randy  Rehrer,    7506  Ideal  #233   Irish  Thomas,   Hoagland, 
Indiana;   Debbie  White t   LaMesa,   California;  Mr.    &  Mrs.   Dale  Johnson,   Marion,   Ohio. 
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744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  November  19,  1986  No.  46 


POINSETTIAS  FOR  ADVENT 

Again  this  year  we  are  planning  to  use  poinsettias  to  decorate  the  Chancel  during 
the  Advent-Christmas  season.  We  will  purchase  the  plants  for  approximately  $8.50  each. 
Any  amount  may  be  donated.  These  plants  may  be  donated  in  memory  or  to  honor  someone  or 
as  a  gift.  Later  they  will  be  taken  to  our  hospitalized  and  shut-ins.  The  donors  will 
be  listed  in  the  Tidings.  Indicate  your  desire  to  participate  by  calling  the  church 
office.  Donations  of  any  amount  should  be  clearly  marked  "Poinsettias".  Make  checks 
payable  to  First  Christian  Church. 

FOCUS  ON  LOCAL  HUNGER 

On  Saturday,  November  22,  the  Outreach  and  Service  Committee  will  sponsor  a  focus 
on  local  hunger.  We  will  have  representatives  from  the  Food  Bank,  from  Saint  Mary's 
Soup  Kitchen,  and  from  the  Rescue  Mission.  These  three  organizations  are  in  different 
ways  dealing  with  the  problem  of  hunger  in  Fort  Wayne.  Their  programs  are  set  up  to 
compliment  each  other,  each  meeting  a  different  need.  We  hope  you  will  join  us  for 
lunch  at  11:30  a.m.,  followed  by  a  brief  presentation  of  each  of  these  three  programs. 
Soup  for  lunch  will  be  provided  by  Saint  Mary's  Soup  Kitchen.  In  order  to  help  us  plan, 
please  call  Jerry  Zimmerman  (744-5698)  or  the  church  office  to  let  us  know  how  many  are 
coming. 

PARENTS  NIGHT  OUT  -  THIS  FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  21! 

This  time  we're  going  to  the  Mey's  home,  7414  Old  Trail  Road.  Come  and  fellowship 
with  other  parents.   Call  Judy  Mey  (747-0664)  to  RSVP  and  to  get  a  food  assignment. 

HELP  FILL  THE  CHANCEL  WITH  FOOD 

November  23  will  be  the  last  Sunday  for  the  special  collection  of  food  for  the  Food 
Bank.  Please  bring  a  non-perishable  food  item  and,  at  the  time  of  the  offering  or 
before  worship,  place  your  gift  on  the  Chancel.  If  everyone  would  bring  one  item,  we 
could  fill  the  Chancel.  Please  share  with  those  less  fortunate! 

HANGING  OF  THE  GREENS 

This  year  the  "Hanging  of  the  Greens"  will  include  a  brief  but  meaningful  service 
in  our  sanctuary  at  6:15  p.m.  on  Sunday,  November  30.  Come  and  help  decorate  the  whole 
church  with  beautiful  greens  and  candles. 

CHRISTMAS  FLOWER  ARRANGING 

A  seminar  on  Christmas  flower  arranging  will  be  offered  at  First  Christian,  on  Wed- 
nesday, December  3,  6:30  -  8:00  p.m.  at  the  church.   Register  by  December  1  by  calling 
Nancy  Smith  (447-9679)  or  Deb  Knudsen  (483-5299).  All  welcome! 

NOTE 

The  final  viewing  for  the  proofs  for  the  Pictorial  Directory  is  November  20  and  21, 
from  2:00  -  8:00  p.m. 


TO:   YOUTH  GROUPS 

There  will  be  no  Youth  Groups  this  Sunday  due  to  the  Thanksgiving  Dinner! 


Called  to  Share  God*8  Fullness 
Thanksgiving  Offering 


We  can  continue  fulfilling  our  mission  to  bring  help,  hope 
and  the  light  of  Jesus  Christ  to  people  all  over  the  world 
by  giving  to  the  Thanksgiving  Special  Day  offering. 


SERMONS   AVAILABLE   ON   TAPE 


If  you  would  like  a  tape  of  a  sermon  to  pass  on  to  someone,  or  to  hear  again  your- 
self, call  the  church  office  or  tell  Dick  Hamm  on  Sunday  morning.  These  are  available 
for   $1.00   and  are  usually  ready  within  a  week  or  two  of  your  request. 


SECRET  PLACE 

The  December-January-February 
one  up   at   church   this   Sunday! 


quarter  of  the     Secret  Place  is  now  available.     Pick 


ALL   CHURCH  SANDWICH   &   DESSERT   SUPPER 

On  Monday,  December  8,  at  6:15  p.m.  the  CWF  will  sponsor  an  "All  Church"  sandwich 
and  dessert  supper  (donations  will  be  accepted) .  After  the  meal  we  will  then  go  by  cars 
to  the  St.  Francis  Planetarium  for  a  presentation  by  Mr.  Stoeckly  entitled  "Star  of 
Bethlehem". 

Call  the  church  office  if  you  need  transportation. 

SYMPATHY  AMP  PRAYERS 

ZthoJL  B-inkkold,  a  mmb&n.  o^  Fisu>t  i>lna<L  1925,  dlzd  lcu>t  week.  Rev.  Wiltfaong  had 
QHjivzAlde.  iQAv-lcu  ^on.  kzx  on  ThuAiday.  Sho,  and  koJi  late,  husband  WalteA  wqa<l  zntkuAiat>- 
tic.  wonkoAA  In  the.  chuAch.     Oua  sympathy  gou  to  hoA  nz.ph.2JM  and  family. 

Ruth  EVLqa.,  a  mumbeA  i>inc.Q.  1949,  dl&d  latz  SatuJiday  night.  Hun.  {unzAat  tt>  ichzdutzd 
&0A  Wddnuday,  Vn..  Hamm  pn.H6i.ding.  Qua  pAayzAi,  go  oat  faoA  h2A  -ion,  RtckaAd,  and  hU> 
family,    and  to  h<LK  bAothoA. 

A  THANKSGIVING  QUIZ 

1.  How  many   lepers  returned  to  give  Jesus  thanks  for  healing  them?     (Luke  17:15-16) 

2.  At  what  feast  did  Jesus  take   the  cup  and  give  thanks?     (Matthew  26:19,27) 

3.  At  whose  grave  did  Jesus   lift  up  His  eyes  to  give  thanks?     (John  11:14,41) 

4.  Jesus  gave  thanks  that  certain  things  were  hid  from  whom?      (Matthew  11:25) 

5.  What  did  Jesus  do  after  receiving  the   loaves  at  the  feeding  of  the  5,000?      (John 

6:11) 

6.  Who  prayed  and  gave  thanks  to  God  for  revealing  a  king's  dream?     (Daniel  2:23) 

7.  Who  said  he  was  thankful  not  to  be   like  other  men?     (Luke  18:11) 

8.  Who  thanked  God  and  took  courage  after  a  long  voyage?     (Acts  28:15) 

9.  With  what  does  the  psalmist  tell  us  to  enter  into  the  Lord's  gates?   (Ps.    100:4) 

10.  We  aie  instructed  in  II  Cor.    9:15  to  give  thanks  to  God  for  His  unspeakable 

11.  In  regard  to  gratefulness,   what  will  be  one  of  the  signs  in  the   last  days?      (II  Tim. 

3:2) 

12.  We  are  to  give  thanks  always  for  what?      (Eph.    5:20) 

13.  What  are  we  to  include  with  prayer  and  supplication  to  God?   (Phil.    4:6)   . 

14.  How  many   times  each  day  did  Daniel  schedule  to  pray  and  give  thanks  to  God? 

(Dtn.    6:10) 

15.  It  is   the  will  of  God  that  we  give  thanks  in  what?      (I  Thess.    5:18) 


FROM  PARSON   TO  PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

I  had  a  lot  of  requests  for  tapes  and  copies  of  yesterday's  sermon.  If  you'd  like 
one,  give  the  office  a  call.  That  sermon  represents  something  of  a  pilgrimage  for  me, 
as  I'm  sure  you  supposed. 

We'll  have  an  update  on  the  Stewardship  Campaign  next  Sunday.  It's  going  very  well, 
I  think.  As  usual,  you  are  "coming  through". 

I'm  beginning  to  focus  my  thoughts  on  Advent  and  Christmas.  One  can  never  start 
too  early  on  that!  This  will  be  a  year  when  I'll  be  prepared  (I'm  determined!),  so  that 
the  true  spirituality  of  the  season  can  permeate  my  own  soul.  I  hope  you're  moving  in 
the  same  direction! 

See  you  Sunday. 


Love, 


<$ic^ 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

We  tend  to  be  pragmatic,  to  want  to  have  tangible  results  for  the  efforts  we  put 
forth.  However,  this  often  causes  us  to  be  very  short  sighted,  even  from  a  purely  prag- 
matic point  of  view.  This  can  be  seen  in  what  is  happening  to  rituals:  they  are  becom- 
ing less  and  less  a  part  of  our  lives. 

Julius  Segal,  a  psychologist  and  author,  points  out  that  rituals  give  order,  struc- 
ture and  meaning  to  life.  This  may  not  seem  like  accomplishing  much  when  things  are  go- 
ing well,  and  thus  when  our  lives  are  well  ordered  and  meaningful.  However,  when  a 
crisis  comes,  without  such  structures  we  find  ourselves  adrift  on  a  sea  of  meaningless- 
ness  and  despair,  blown  about  by  whatever  wind  prevails. 

Rituals,  like  times  of  worship,  or  even  a  regular  time  the  family  spends  together 
(becoming  increasingly  rare  in  these  busy  times),  are  valuable.  They  may  seem  like  time 
wasted  which  could  be  spent  in  more  "productive"  ways  -  but  they  can  become  channels 
through  which  God  can  securely  carry  you  through  rough  times  in  the  palm  of  his  hand. 
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AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -   11-16-86 

Janet  Jaakson,  342  W.  Branning;  Harry  &  Cindi  Kirkland;  Debbie  Thieme^  344  W.  Wash- 
ington Center  Road, 

REMINDER 

Sunday,  November  23,  immediately  following  the  second  worship  service,  we  will  have 
our  annual  Thanksgiving  Dinner,  complete  with  turkey  and  all  the  trimmings.  Turkey, 
dressing,  mashed  potatoes  &  gravy,  and  rolls  will  be  provided  by  the  church  and  the  Mem- 
bership Committee.  Cost  for  this  portion  of  the  meal  is  $1.50  for  adults  and  $1.00  for 
children  10  and  under,  but  no  family  is  to  pay  more  than  $5.00.  The  balance  of  the  meal 
will  be  a  planned  potluck  with  dishes  brought  in  according  to  the  first  letter  of  your 
last  name  as  listed  below:  A-F  bring  a  salad  (cranberry  or  other) ;  G-L  bring  a  veg- 
etable; M-R  bring  a  pie(pumpkin  or  other) ;  S-Z  bring  sweet  potatoes  (candied  or  other- 
wise) . 

Eunice  Conrad  will  be  showing  slides  of  her  China  trip  she  took  this  past  summer. 
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First  Christian  Church 


744-3239 
"We  Are  Growing" 
Richard  L.   Hamm,   Editor 
Volume  XLIII  November  30,    1986  No.   47 


WELCOME  NEW  MEMBERS! 

We  welcome  back  to  our  family,  John,  Betty,  and  Julie  Briggs  who  transferred  from 
the  Christian  Church  in  Rensselaer.  They're  still  living  there,  but  they're  coming  back 
here  to  worship!     Welcome  home. 


ADVENT  EVENTS! 


Sunday.  November  30     First  Sunday  of  Advent 

8:15   &  10:45   a.m.      Sermon:      "A  Time  For  Hope"      (Isaiah  2:1-5) 

6:15  a.m.  Hanging  of  the  Greens  Service 

Wednesday,   December  3 

6:30  -  8:00  p.m.        Christmas  Flower  Arranging  Seminar 
Sunday.   December  7        Second  Sunday  of  Advent 

8:15   &   10:45  a.m.      Sermon:      "The  Way  To  Peace"      (Isaiah   11:1-10) 

6:15  p.m.  Service  of  Prayer  &  Healing 

Monday.   December  8 

6:15  p.m. 


All-Church  Sandwich  &  Dessert  Supper  and  "Star  of 
Bethlehem"   presentation  at  Planetarium 
Third  Sunday  of  Advent 
8:15  &   10:45   a.m.      Sermon:      "Putting  Herod  Back  In  Christmas"      (Matthew  2:3) 
5:00  p.m.  Choir  Choral  Service  followed  by  dessert 


Sunday,   December   14 


Sunday,   December  21     Fourth  Sunday  of  Advent 

8:15   6.   10:45   a.m. 

5:00  p.m. 
Wednesday.   December  24 

7:00  p.m. 

11:00  p.m. 


Sermon:   "What's  In  A  Name"   (Matthew  1:18-25) 

Caroling  Party 

Christmas  Eve  Services 

A  Christmas  Drama 

A  Candlelight  Communion  Service 


DECK  THE  HALLS 

Come  join  your  church  family  as  together  we  decorate  the  church.   At  6:15  p.m.  next 
Sunday,  November  30,  we  will  meet  in  the  sanctuary  for  a  "Hanging  of  the  Greens"  service. 
After  the  service,  we  will  decorate  the  Fellowship  Hall,  windows,  doors,  Sunday  School 
rooms,  etc.  Be  a  part  of  the  fellowship  and  fun!   Refreshments  and  babysitting  provided. 

CHRISTMAS  FLOWER  ARRANGING 

A  seminar  on  Christmas  flower  arranging  will  be  offered  at  First  Christian,  on  Wed- 
nesday, December  3,  6:30  -  8:00  p.m.  at  the  church.   Register  by  December  1  by  calling 
Nancy  Smith  (447-9679)  or  Deb  Knudsen  (483-5299).  All  welcome! 


ALL  CHURCH  SANDWICH  &  DESSERT  SUPPER 

On  Monday,  December  8,  at  6:15  p.m.  the  CWF  will  sponsor  an  "All  Church"  sandwich 
and  dessert  supper  (donations  will  be  accepted).  After  the  meal  we  will  then  go  by  cars 
to  the  St.  Francis  Planetarium  for  a  presentation  by  Mr.  Stoeckly  entitled  "Star  of 
Bethlehem". 

Call  the  church  office  if  you  need  transportation. 


A  Chjilt>tmat>   Ckofuxt  SoJwic.0. 

The.  ChAAj>£mat>  Angel 

Stony  by  We,wuy  Man  Vyke, 

Caswtb  and  Anthzm   Vfiom  A  ManieXy  o&  Compo&e/u> 

pn.ej>e.nte.d  by 
The.  QM.anc.oJL  Choin. 

Sunday  AfitOAnoon,   Ve.ce.mbeA  14,   5  p.m. 

Chvutmai  Vaxty  k{tVi  in  feUiomhlp  Halt 

CAROLING  PARTY   -   SUNDAY.    DECEMBER  21.    5   p.m. 

Everyone  is  invited!  We'll  go  out  to  carol  some  of  our  shut-ins  on  chartered 
buses  and  then  return  to  the  church  for  cider  and  donuts!  RSVP  with  the  church  office 
or  sign  up  Sunday. 

POINSETTIAS    FOR  ADVENT 

Again  this  year  we  are  planning  to  use  poinsettias  to  decorate  the  Chancel  during 
the  Advent-Christmas  season.  We  will  purchase  the  plants  for  approximately  $8.50  each. 
Any  amount  may  be  donated.  These  plants  may  be  donated  in  memory  or  to  honor  someone  or 
as  a  gift.  Later  they  will  be  taken  to  our  hospitalized  and  shut-ins.  The  donors  will 
be  listed  in  the  Tidings.  Indicate  your  desire  to  participate  by  calling  the  church 
office.  Donations  of  any  amount  should  be  clearly  marked  "Poinsettias".  Make  checks 
payable  to  First   Christian  Church. 

THE  NAOMI  GROUP  will  meet  December  4,  at  10:30  a.m.  with  Rychie  Smell,  4126  Roxton  Lane. 
This  will  be  a  potluck  dinner,  please  bring  your  own  table  service.  We  will  also  prepare 
the  gifts   for  our  "Shut-Ins" . 

MONDAY   MORNING  STUDY   GROUP 

The  Monday  Morning  Study  Group  has  resumed  their  schedule  of  meeting  every  other 
Monday.  We  will  meet  December  1  at  9:15  a.m.  in  the  Library.  Dismissal  will  be  at  11:00 
a.m.  Sharp!  The  study  is  William  Barkley's  commentary  on  the  Gospel  of  John.  The  group 
is   open  to  everyone  that   is   interested   in  the  study  of   scriptures. 

DON'T   MENTION   AGE 

DMA  will  meet  next  on  Friday.,   January  23,    for  a  potluck  and  speaker.      More  later. 

SECRET  PLACE 

The  December-January-February  quarter  of  the  Secret  Place  is  now  available.  Pick 
one  up   at   church   this  Sunday! 

MUSIC  NOTES 

The  Carillon  will  practice  December  4  and  11  at  5:30  p.m.,  and  Saturday  December  13 
from  10  until  12  noon.   The  choir  will  ring  on  December  14. 

Creative  Arts  in  Worship  will  be  meeting  as  regularly  scheduled  from  6:30  to  8  p.m. 
Wednesday  evenings  through  December  17.  It  will  resume  its  program  on  January  7. 
In  December  the  children  will  be  involved  in  a  special  project  under  the  guidance  of  Sue 
Kerley.  The  cost  will  be  $1.00  per  child,  the  balance  covered  by  our  budget.  All 
children  are  welcome  to  come  and  be  a  part  of  this  program  especially  designed  for 
Christmas.  The  children  have  sung,  played  instruments,  made  paintings  and  even  danced 
as  a  part  of  this  program,  all  the  while  studying  "All  Good  Gifts"  and  exploring  their 
own  talents.  With  Sue,  the  children  will  develope  an  entirely  new  gift  —  a  surprise. 
Please  encourage  your  children  to  be  a  part  of  this  program  as  we  celebrate  the  greatest 
gift  of  all! 


FROM     PARSON     TO     PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

Here  we  go!  This  Sunday  marks  the  beginning  of  Advent!  The  season's  worship  will 
be  marked  by  the  weekly  Advent  wreath  lighting,  beautifully  inspiring  music,  poinsettias 
filling  the  chancel,  greens  and  other  special  decorations,  special  services  of  worship, 
and  special  opportunities  for  fellowship.  What  a  wonderful  time  of  the  year  to  be  a 
part  of  the  church! 

I'm  eager  to  begin  Advent  preaching.   My  sermons  during  Advent  will  be  as  follows: 

November  30,  "A  Time  For  Hope"   (Isaiah  2:1-5) 

December  7,  "The  Way  To  Peace"   (Isaiah  11:1-10) 

December  1A,  "Putting  Herod  Back  In  Christmas"   (Matthew  2:3) 

December  21,  "What's  In  A  Name"   (Matthew  1:18-25) 

This  is  a  great  season  to  invite  your  new  neighbors  (or  old  neighbors) ,  friends, 
family,  and  co-workers  (have  I  missed  anyone?)  to  church  with  you! 

See  you  (and  your  guest)  Sunday! 

Love, 


THE   ASSOCIATE'S   OBSERVATION 

"Life  in  a  prison  cell  reminds  me  a  great  deal  of  Advent — one  waits  and  hopes  and 
potters  about,  but  in  the  end  what  we  do  is  of  little  consequence;  the  door  is  shut  and 
can  only  be  opened  from  the  outside." 

So  wrote  the  German  theologian  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  while  imprisoned  for  his  part 
in  a  plot   to   assassinate  Adolf  Hitler. 

Advent  is  the  first  season  of  the  "Church  Year,"  even  though  it  comes  at  the  very 
end  of  the  calendar  year.  There  is  something  very  appropriate  about  this  discrepancy, 
because  advent  is  the  time  we  are  celebrating  the  end  of  an  old  age  in  human  history  and 
the  coming  of  the  new  age  of  Jesus  Christ.  Like  the  children  who  now  anxiously  await 
Christmas  morning,  so  we  adults  are  called  to  anticipate  and  prepare  for  the  coming  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

It  may  seem  that,  unlike  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  in  a  prison  cell,  we  know  what  the 
outcome  is.  We  know  the  Christmas  story  almost  by  heart.  We  already  know  the 
punchline.  The  problem  is  that  we  are  a  part  of  the  ongoing  story,  and  our  story  isn't 
over — we  don't  know  the  end.        Christ     continually  needs   to     enter  our  lives.  And     we 

continually  need  to  be  preparing  ourselves  to  receive  him.  The  door  is  shut,  but  we 
can  make  ready  for  it  to  open   in   this   season  of  waiting. 


POINSETTIA  PLANTS  GIVEN: 

In  Me.moiy  ofa  Robert  W.   Haifa  by  MU.cz  Nulfa 

In  Mzmotiy  ofa  tkeJA  daughter,    Linda  Ktntle.y  by  Wi%    £  IU/l6.  Gfuant  WoodwaJid 

In  Mmonjy  ofa  Monty  Tobloa,  by  Ke.vtn  S  VkyttU  Tobias 

In  M&mofiy  ofa  Paul  W.   Ke.nli.ne.  by  Fzfin  V.   K<mlinz 

In  Memory  ofa  keJi  two  hi^tex*,  by  Ann  Vitte.ngex 

GIFTS  FROM:      F/Led  and  Rycktz  Smell 


AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -   11-23-86 
Larry  Mattes,   Washington^   Indiana 
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ALL  CHURCH  SANDWICH  &  DESSERT  SUPPER 

On  Monday,  December  8,  at  6:15  p.m.  the  CWF  will  sponsor  an  "All  Church"  sandwich 
and  dessert  supper  (donations  will  be  accepted) .  After  the  meal  we  will  then  go  by  cars 
to  the  St.  Francis  Planetarium  for  a  presentation  by  Mr .  Stoeckly  entitled  "Star  of 
Bethlehem". 

Call  the  church  of ice  if  you  need  transportation. 


Sunday,  December  7 

8:15  &  10:45  a.m. 
6:15  p.m. 

Monday,  December  8 
6:15  p.m. 

Sunday,  December  14  — 


ADVENT  EVENTS! 

Sermon:   "The  Way  To  Peace"   (Isaiah  11:1-10) 
Service  of  Prayer  &  Healing 

All  Church  Sandwich  &  Dessert  Supper  and  "Star  of 
Bethlehem"  presentation  at  Planetarium 
Third  Sunday  of  Advent 


8:15  &  10:45  a.m. 
5:00  p.m. 
Sunday,  December  21  — 


8:15  &  10:45  a.m. 
5:00  p.m. 
Wednesday,  December  24 


Sermon:   "Putting  Herod  Back  In  Christmas"   (Matthew  2:3) 
Choir  Choral  Service  followed  by  dessert 
Fourth  Sunday  of  Advent 


Sermon:   "What's  In  A  Name"   (Matthew  1:18-25) 
Caroling  Party 
Christmas  Eve  Services 


7:00     p.m. 
11:00  p.m. 


A  Christmas  Drama 

A  Candlelight   Communion  Service 


CAROLING  PARTY   -   SUNDAY.    DECEMBER  21.    5:00   P.M. 

Everyone  is   invited!      We'll   go  out   to   carol   some   of   our     shut-ins      on  chartered 

buses   and   then   return   to   the   church   for  cider  and   donuts!        RSVP  with      the  church  office 
or  sign  up  Sunday. 

POINSETTIAS   FOR  ADVENT 

Again  this  year  we  are  planning  to  use  poinsettias  to  decorate  the  Chancel  during 
the  Advent-Christmas  season.  We  will  purchase  the  plants  for  approximately  $8.50  each. 
Any  amount  may  be  donated.  These  plants  may  be  donated  in  memory  or  to  honor  someone  or 
as  a  gift.  Later  they  will  be  taken  to  our  hospitalized  and  shut-ins.  The  donors  will 
be  listed  in  the  Tidings.  Indicate  your  desire  to  participate  by  calling  the  church 
office.  Donations  of  any  amount  should  be  clearly  marked  "Poinsettias".  Make  checks 
payable  to  First   Christian  Church. 

SINGLES,    DECEMBER  21.    SUNDAY 

Our  group  will  participate  in  the  Caroling  Party  at  church  at  5:00  p.m.,  and  after- 
wards  adjourn   to  Lori  Lewis's  house  for  a  meeting  and  more  fellowship. 

All  singles  welcome! 

PRAYER  &  HEALING  SERVICE 

This  Sunday,    6:15  -  7:00  p.m.     Visitors  welcome! 

BOARD  MEETING  -  Tuesday,   December  9,   7:30  p.m. 

BELL  CHOIR  -  The  Carillon  will  practice  December  4   and  11   at   5:30  p.m.,    and  Saturday,   De- 
cember 13   from  10:00  until  12:00  noon.      The   choir  will   ring  on  December  14. 


LET  HAPPINESS  RING  -  Lincoln  National  Life  Corp.  is  again  offering  senior  citizens  free 
long  distance  calls  to  family.  You  may  participate  by  simply  going  to  one  of  these 
sites: 

Byron  Health  Center  -  12101  Lima  Road  (637-3166) 

December  20-24,  3:00  -  8:00  p.m. 
East  Wayne  Street  Center,  801  East  Wayne  Street  (422-6502) 

December  15-19,  9:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
St.  Andrew's  Parish  Hall,  2610  New  Haven  Avenue  (426-5306) 

December  20-21,  10:00  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 
Benito  Juarez  Cultural  Center,  2905  S.  Calhoun  Street  (744-2086) 

December  22-23,  3:00  -  8:00  p.m. 
Senior  Citizens  Center,  233  W.  Main  Street  (427-1249) 
December  17-24,  call  to  check  hours 

THE  CHRISTMAS  ANGEL 

—  A  CHRISTMAS  CHORAL  SERVICE  — 
will  be  presented  by  the  Chancel  Choir  on  Sunday  afternoon,  December  14,  at  5:00  p.m. 
The  service  will  be  followed  by  a  Christmas  party  in  Fellowship  Hall. 

The  Christmas  Angel  is  a  story  by  Henry  Van  Dyke  and  the  lovely  carols  are  written 
or  arranged  by  such  artists  as  John  Ness  Beck,  Alfred  Burt,  Robert  Thygerson,  G.B.  Per- 
golesi,  Lewis  Kirby,  Hugo  Jungs t.  The  story  is  a  wonderful  fantasy,  a  dream  about  how 
all  the  angels  in  heaven  were  discussing  the  plight  of  mankind  on  earth,  and  wondering 
how  it  would  be  possible  for  God  to  bring  about  peace,  love,  and  joy  to  His  children. 
The  archangels  all  gave  their  opinions,  but  God  had  a  much  better  idea  than  they  thought 
of,  and  the  answer  was  brought  to  them,  by  the  Christmas  Angel,  a  child  Angel,  who  led 
them  away  to  see  His  solution. 

The  Chancel  Choir  invites  congregation  and  families  and  friends  to  Henry  Van  Dyke's 
exquisite  interpretation  of  Christmas,  and  to  the  party  afterward.  Babysitting  will  be 
provided  for  infants  and  toddlers.  The  choir  thinks  that  the  older  children  of  the 
church  will  enjoy  the  story  as  much  as  the  adults! 

The  Christmas  Party  is  sponsored  by  the  worship  committee.  You  are  asked  to  bring 
either  an  appetizer  or  a  dessert. 

CHRISTMAS  CARD  GREETINGS 

Send  your  Christmas  greetings  to  our  church  family  with  one  card  addressed  to  the 
church.  They  will  be  placed  on  two  attractive  banners  located  in  the  Narthex,  and  re- 
layed to  everyone  in  the  Tidings.  The  money  you  save  on  cards  and  postage  by  not  mail- 
ing to  all  your  church  friends  will  be  sent  to  the  Emily  Flinn  Home  for  the  aged  in  Mar- 
ion and  the  Cleveland  Christian  Home  in  Ohio.  Sign  one  card,  include  your  donation  (if 
check  make  payable  to  First  Christian  Church)  and  send  or  bring  it  to  the  church  office. 
This  is  our  "Special  over  and  above  love  gift"  to  our  Benevolent  Homes. 

SOCK  &  MITTEN  TREE 

Again  this  year  there  will  be  a  tree  in  the  fellowship  hall  that  needs  decorations 
of  warm  socks,  mittens,  and  hats.  These  items  will  be  sent  to  the  Christian  Children's 
Home  in  Cleveland.  Please  help  us  to  decorate  it.  There  are  many  of  these  children  who 
have  none  of  these  items. 

POINSETT I A  PLANTS  GIVEN: 

In  memory  of  Maurice  Cook  by  Mary  Cook; 

tin  memory  of  Harry  &  Audean  Ashe  &  Leona  D.    Sohnobel  by  Mr.    &  Mrs.    Charles  Sohnobel; 

In  honor  of  son,    Tony3   by  Tom  &  Laura  York; 
CORRECTION:     Poinsettias  were  given  by  Ann  Pittenger  in_  honor  of  her  two  sisters,   not  in 

memory  as  printed  last  week. 

> 
AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -   11-30-86 

{Sally  Watte,    2907  Copper  Hill  Run;  Frank  J.    Peterson,    2907  Copper  Hill  Run. 

I 


FROM  PARSON   TO  PERSON 
Dear  Friends, 

The  Hanging  of  the  Greens  was  lovely,  and  now  the  sanctuary  is,  too!  It  now  feels 
and  looks  like  Christmas  all  around  the  place! 

1  feel  pretty  smug,  because  I  have  most  of  my  shopping  done.  I  took  the  kids  out 
the  day  after  Thanksgiving  to  do  theirs  for  mom.  Shoot,  it  wasn't  bad  at  all  out  there! 
Of  course,  you  have  to  realize  that  I  usually  wait  till  Christmas  Eve!  The  whole  point, 
though,  is  to  get  things  done  soon  enough  that  the  burden  of  the  holiday  won't  over- 
shadow the  meaning  of  the  season. 

Let  me  make  a  suggestion.  As  you  do  your  shopping:  make  it  a  point  to  remain  re- 
laxed, to  respond  to  sharp,  hostile,  impatient  remarks  with  extra  kindness,  to  be  extra 
courteous  in  traffic,  and  to  take  no  offense  at  aggressive  driving  (whether  of  cars  or 
shopping  carts) .  This  will  keep  your  blood  pressure  down  and  make  you  an  ambassador  for 
peace.  Maybe  there's  a  connection  between  what  happens  between  us  and  fellow  shoppers 
and  what  happens  between  us  and  the  Soviets.  If  so,  maybe  there's  a  connection  between 
peacemaking  at  home  and  peacemaking  abroad! 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 

PROGRESSIVE   CLASS   PARTY 

The  Progressive  Class   is   planning  its   Christmas  Party  December  9,    at    12:00  noon.      A 
carry-in   dinner  will  be  enjoyed   at   12:00  noon.      (Please  bring   own   table  service).      A  gift 
exchange,    games,      and   carol   singing     will   follow.   Members,    former  members,    and  guests   are 
welcome ! 

TAX  SEMINAR  HERE 

On  Wednesday,  December  17,  7:15  p.m.,  Merle  Grimm  will  offer  a  seminar  at  the  church 
on  the  implications  of  the  new  tax  law.  It  is  important  to  get  this  information  before 
the  end  of   1986. 

There   is  no   charge.      Visitors   are  welcome. 

CHRISTMAS   EXTRAVAGANZA 

All   families   are   invited  Wednesday,    December   10,    1986   to   the  Christmas   Extravaganza 
at   6:30   p.m.    at   the   church.   While  the  children's   Creative  Arts   group  will  meet    for  their 
usual   fun   time  of   songs   and  crafts,      all   adults   are   invited   for   an  equally   enjoyable   time 
of   Christmas   memories,      songs,    a     quiz    to   test     your  Christmas   knowledge,      and  cider   and 
cookies   for  refreshments.      Please  bring  your   family   and  join   in   the   fun! 

NEEDED 

Someone  who  is  willing  to  make  the  flat  communion  bread.  Call  Eunice  Conrad-744-9519 
or  the  church  office. 

CYF 

This  Sunday  we  are  hosting  West  Creighton  Christian  Church's  CYF  group  for  a  picture 
perfect,  mall  mobbing  rally.  Be  at  the  church  at  2:00,  and  bring  $2.00  with  you.  By  the 
time  we  end   at   4:30    ,   you'll  be   glad  you  were   there! 


^|^^    y  ^  environment?" 

P&4CET 
SUNDAY 

7  December  1986 


IT'S  ALL  YOUR  FAULT 

A  high  school  youth  was  talking  with  his 
parents  about  his  low  grades  on  his  recent 
report  card.  "I  can't  figure  it  outy"  he 
puzzled.        "What's  my  problem  —  heredity     or 
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Richard  L.  Hamm,  Editor 
Volume  XLIII  December  10,  1986  No.  49 
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A  CHRISTMAS  CHORAL  SERVICE 
The  Christmas  Angel 

by  Henry  Van  Dyke 
Sunday  afternoon,  December  14,  5:00  p.m. 
Narrator  -  Bob  Orr 
Archangel  Michael  -  Dick  Vanderwall  Archangel  Raphael  -  Kirk  Spencer 

Archangel  Uriel  -  Jack  Weicker  The  Christmas  Angel  -  Lindsay  Miller 

The  Chancel  Choir 
Cynthia  Weicker,  Guest  Soprano 
Barbara  Busse,  Flautist 
Helen  Donnell,  Director  Jerry  Zimmerman,  Organist 

Babysitting  available  from  4:00  p.m. 
Christmas  Party  in  Fellowship  Hall  following 
**BRING  DESSERT  OR  APPETIZERS  —  PLEASE  BRING  PLENTY  TO  SHARE** 

ADVENT  EVENTS! 


Sunday,  December  14  —  Third  Sunday  of  Advent 

8:15  &  10:45  a.m.  Sermon:   "Putting  Herod  Back  in  Christmas"   (Matthew  2:3) 

5:00  p.m.  Choir  Choral  Service  followed  by  dessert  &  appetizers 

Sunday,  December  21  —  Fourth  Sunday  of  Advent 

—    8:15  &  10:45  a.m.  Sermon:   "What's  In  A  Name"   (Matthew  1:18-25) 

5:00  p.m.  Caroling  Party 

Wednesday,  December  24  Christmas  Eve  Services 

7:00  p.m.  A  Christmas  Drama 

11:00  p.m.  A  Candlelight  Communion  Service 

CAROLING  PARTY  -  SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  21,  5:00  P.M. 

Everyone  is  invited! We'll  go  out  to  carol  some  of  our  shut-ins  on  chartered 
buses  and  then  return  to  the  church  for  cider  and  donuts!  RSVP  with  the  church  office 
or  sign  up  Sunday. 

SINGLES,  DECEMBER  21,  SUNDAY 

Our  group  will  participate  in  the  Caroling  Party  at  church  at  5:00  p.m.,  and  after- 
wards adjourn  to  Lori  Lewis's  house  for  a  meeting  and  more  fellowship. 

All  singles  welcome! 

THE  END  IS  NEAR 

1986  is  almost  over!  Contributions  will  be  given  1986  credit  till  noon,  December 
30.  We  are  in  need  of  offerings  to  help  us  finish  "in  the  black"  for  1986,  so  if  you 
are  behind  in  your  giving,  please  take  this  opportunity  to  catch  up  if  possible. 

Your  support  of  the  church  in  prayer  and  finance  is  deeply  appreciated. 

TAX  SEMINAR  HERE 

On  Wednesday,  December  17,  7:15  p.m.,  Merle  Grimm  will  offer  a  seminar  at  the  church 
on  the  implications  of  the  new  tax  law.  It  is  important  to  get  this  information  before 
the  end  of  1986. 

There  is  no  charge.  Visitors  are  welcome. 

PRAYER  SERVICE:   6:15  -  7:00  p.m.  All  welcome. 


BANNERS 

We  are  going  to  celebrate  our  beautiful,  new  peace  banners  by  starting  on  a  third 
one,  hopefully  for  Peace  Sunday  1987.  The  front  will  be  made  from  a  piece  of  cloth 
Saleum  Mahachank  brought  with  her  as  she  escaped  from  Laos.  She  gave  it  to  the  church 
as  she  moved  into  her  first  home  in  Fort  Wayne.  The  back  of  the  banner  will  be  pieced 
with  the  word  Shalom,  meaning  not  just  absence  of  warfare,  but  God's  intended  well-being 
for  all.  Just  as  all  of  us  must  contribute  for  there  to  be  peace,  it  is  hoped  that  each 
member  of  our  church  family  and  anyone  else  that  wishes,  will  contribute  a  small  piece 
of  cloth  to  the  banner.  There  is  a  box  in  Fellowship  Hall  for  your  contribution. 

"WHITE  GIFTS" 

Please  bring  a  non-perishable  food  item  wrapped  in  white  paper  to  the  7:00  p.m. 
Christmas  Eve  service.  As  part  of  the  service,  the  "white  gifts"  will  be  brought  to  the 
chancel  as  an  offering. 

CHRISTMAS  CARD  GREETINGS 


Send  your  Christmas  greetings  to  our  church  family  with  one  card  addressed  to  the 
church.  They  will  be  placed  on  two  attractive  banners  located  in  the  Narthex,  and  re- 
layed to  everyone  in  the  Tidings.  The  money  you  save  on  cards  and  postage  by  not  mail- 
ing to  all  your  church  friends  will  be  sent  to  the  Emily  Flinn  Home  for  the  aged  in  Mar- 
ion and  the  Cleveland  Christian  Home  in  Ohio.  Sign  one  card,  include  your  donation  (if 
check  make  payable  to  First  Christian  Church)  and  send  or  bring  it  to  the  church  office. 
This  is  our  "Special  over  and  above  love  gift"  to  our  Benevolent  Homes. 

SOCK  &  MITTEN  TREE 

Again  this  year  there  will  be  a  tree  in  the  fellowship  hall  that  needs  decorations 
of  warm  socks,  mittens,  and  hats.  These  items  will  be  sent  to  the  Christian  Children's 
Home  in  Cleveland.  Please  help  us  to  decorate  it.  There  are  many  of  these  children  who 
have  none  of  these  items. 

POINSETTIA  PLANTS  GIVEN: 

A  gift  by  Jackie  Ke I ler; 

A  gift  by  Dick  &  Judy  Mey; 

A  gift  by  John  &  Jo  Weyer; 

A  gift  by  Glenn  &  Lola  Miller; 

In  "Living"  Memory  of  Peggy  Buskirk  &  Miriam  Bixenman  by  The  Jim  Stucky  Family; 

In  memory  of  Ethel  Flowers  by  Henry  Flowers; 

In  memory  of  Doris  Richard,   wife  &  mother,   by  Ralph  Richard,  Marilyn  Butler,   Shirley 

Richard,  Alice  Flowers,   and  Kenneth  Richard; 
In  memory  of  Elwood  Haines  by  Mrs.    Bette  Haines; 
In  memory  of  Lillian  Breeden  by  Bethel  Breeden,      Carol     Nichols,     Marsha  Carr,       and 

Linda  Breeden; 
In  memory  of    Arthur  W.   Mowery     by  Mrs.   Arthur     Mowery  and    Mr.    &  Mrs.   Al  Creager     & 

Family; 
In  memory  of  Pete  Wilhelm  &  Jolene  Dickey  by  Mrs.   Mary  Wilhelm; 
In  honor  of  Edna  Vaught  by  Margaret  &  Bill  Love; 
In  honor  of  their  children  &  families  by  Harold  &  Edna  Nordblom; 

AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -   12-7-86 

Mr.    &  Mrs.   Dick  Fisher,    2610  Farnsworth  Drive. 

"BE  SURE  YOUR  SIN  WILL  FIND  YOU  OUT."   (Numbers  32:23) 

Three  high  school  youths  played  hooky  from  their  morning  classes.  They  told  their 
teacher  they  were  late  getting  to  school  because  their  car  broke  down  due  to  a  flat  tire. 
She  said  they'd  have  to  take  a  make-up  test  on  the  quiz  they'd  missed.  After  seating^ 
them   apart  from   each  other,  she  gave  them  just  one  question:   "Which  tire  was  flat? 


FROM  PARSON   TO  PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

The  choirs,  the  decorations,  the  banners,  the  themes I  love  it!   If  you  aren't 

here  for  Advent,  you're  missing  something.  Of  course,  a  lot  of  us  are  here  which  leads 
me  to  say  (with  joy),  if  you  have  trouble  finding  a  parking  place,  it  is_  O.K.  to  park  on 
the  street  (the  city  waves  "no  parking"  ordinances  on  Sundays  for  churches). 

I  feel  very  good  about  my  sermon  yesterday,  as  I  reflect  on  it  this  morning.  I'd 
like  to  repeat  the  suggestions  I  made  as  to  how  we  can  begin  to  be  people  of  peace. 

1.  Pray  for  peace  with  justice  everyday  for  all  nations. 

2.  Seek  to  center  our  own  lives,  our  own  values,  in  Jesus  Christ. 

3.  Engage  in  political  action  that  will  put  justice  at  the  center  of  our  nation's 
life  and  priorities. 

To  me,  political  action  includes  educating  ourselves  to  the  issues,  communicating 
with  elected  representatives,  and  voting  for  and  working  for  candidates  who  have  a 
strong  commitment  to  peace  with  justice. 

This  Sunday  we'll  look  at  Matthew's  birth  narrative,  including  Herod  and  the  wise 
men. 

Who  will  you  be  bringing  to  church  with  you  this  Sunday?! 
See  you  then. 

Love, 


AH.  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

On  the  bulletin  board  outside  of  the  church  office  is  one  of  Jerry  Van  Amerongen's 
wonderfully  offbeat  "The  Neighborhood"  cartoons.  It  pictures  a  vacant-eyed  wo- 
man with  a  wide,  toothy  smile  and  a  "smily-face"  key  chain  dangling  from  her  purse.  The 
caption  reads:  "Years  of  psychotherapy  have  so  cleared  Trudie  of  excess  baggage  that 
she  now  travels  light." 

The  role  of  psychotherapy,  however,  is  not  to  "unload  excess  baggage".  Were  we  to 
do  so,  we  would  end  up  as  zombies,  empty  of  character  and  vacant  of  all  visceral  reac- 
tions. And  these  are  too  much  a  part  of  being  human  to  erase  like  a  cassette  tape  under 
a  magnet . 

Instead,  counseling  and  psychotherapy  are  more  like  learning  where  the  potholes  of 
one's  personality  are.  Having  had  counseling  myself,  I  can  vouch  for  the  fact  that  it 
can  be  very  helpful  figuring  out  where  those  potholes  are  so  as  to  avoid  them  when  pos- 
sible, and  to  know  at  least  what  is  going  on  when  you  "hit  bottom".  Occasionally  one 
can  with  help  fill  in  a  pothole,  but  even  a  repaired  pothole  leaves  a  slight  bump. 

We  are  who  we  are,  pavement  and  pothbles,  and  we  are  loved  of  God,  who  wants  for 
us  the  best  that  can  be,  but  who  also  knows  that  living  means  acquiring  potholes  of  the 
psyche.  Potholes  and  all,  he  still  chooses  to  travel  our  road  with  us. 

Shalom! 

CHRISTMAS  GREETINGS  TO  THE  CONGREGATION 

The  following  persons  have  sent  one  card  to  the  congregation  as  their  Christmas  Greet- 
ing. The  cards  are  displayed  on  banners  in  the  Narthex: 

Ccuwlz  OveJvmyzA',  Jejuiy,  Viana,   £  EsUca.  Blomzka;  3im,  Bucky,   6  JeA&my  Stucky;  Gwynth 
Rtce;  The  EanZ   Fu64edman'.&;  MUUam  Btxznman;  Pzggy  Bu^fuAk;  and  Giant  S   Jei-i^e  FeAn 
WooduoaAd. 
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Sunday,    December  21  —  Fourth   Sunday  of   Advent 

8:15   &   10:45   a.m.  Sermon:      "What's   In  A  Name"      (Matthew   1:18-25) 

5:00  p.m.  Caroling  Party 

Wednesday,    December  24  Christmas   Eve   Services 

7:00   p.m.  A  Christmas   Drama 

11:00   p.m.  A  Candlelight   Communion   Service 

HELP   PUT   A  SONG    IN    THE    AIR 

Come  to  church  this  Sunday  at  5:00  p.m.  and  help  us  spread  good  cheer  as  we  go 
caroling  to  our  special  care  people.  This  is  an  easy  and  fun  way  to  share  our  Christmas 
joy  with  others!  We  have  rented  2  city  buses  and  we  need  more  people  to  fill  them  so 
come  even   if  you  haven't   signed  up.      Refreshments  will  be   served   afterwards. 

"WHITE   GIFTS"    FOR   CHRISTMAS    EVE 

Please  bring  a  non-perishable  food  item  wrapped  in  white  paper  to  the  7:00  p.m. 
Christmas  Eve  service.  As  part  of  the  service,  the  "white  gifts"  will  be  brought  to  the 
chancel   as   an  offering. 

BUS   SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


Our  church  bus  has  been  laid  up  for  some  time,  and  is  still  laid  up.  While  we  are 
deciding  its  fate,  the  Fort  Wayne  PTC  is  making  a  new  service  available.  They  will  work 
with  us  in  providing  bus  service  from  your  door  to  ours.  The  church  board  has  supported 
providing  this  service  for  our  members.  If  we  have  enough  people  interested  in  riding 
the  bus  to  church,  the  PTC  will  establish  a  route  for  us.  If  you  are  interested,  please 
call  the  church  office,    or  ask  Dick  or   Don   for  more   details. 

SINGLES.    DECEMBER  21,    SUNDAY 

Our  group  will  participate  in  the  Caroling  Party  at  church  at  5:00  p.m.,  and  after- 
wards  adjourn   to  Lori  Lewis's  house   for  a  meeting  and  more   fellowship. 

All   singles  welcome! 

DISCOVER  EDU-CARE    '87 

Two  upcoming  Edu-care  events  will  provide  an  opportunity  to  learn  some  creative, 
practical,  effective  ways  of  serving  your  church  in  many  different  areas  of  concern. 
Edu-care  is  a  two  day  event  which  allows  for  ten  hour  training  sessions  on  many  topics 
of  interest  for  those  concerned  with  the  vitality  of  congregational  life.  Workshop  to- 
pics  this  year   include: 

Bible   study  Spiritual   life  Parenting 

Finances  Membership  Outreach 

Christian  Education  Evangelism  Administration 

Worship  Communications  Personal  growth 

The  Christian  Education  committee,  to  encourage  participation  in  Edu-care,  is  offer- 
ing scholarships  to  help  offset  the  cost  of  attending.  The  first  Edu-care  event  is 
February  27  and  28  in  Columbus,  Indiana,  and  the  second  is  March  6  and  7  in  Adrian, 
Michigan.      Plan   to   attend  this   quality   training  event! 

(For  more  details,  see  the  poster  in  fellowship  hall,  or  pick  up  a  flier  and  regis- 
tration form  in  the  office) . 

PRAYER  SERVICE:      6:15   -  7:00   p.m.      All  welcome. 


POINSETT I A  PLANTS  GIVEN: 

A  gift  by  Jim  &  Neva  Mennewisch; 

In  memory  of  Ennis  Brown  by  his  family; 

In  memory  of  Andrew  Schilling  by   the  Bill  Schilling  family ; 

In  memory  of  Hortense  Stevenson  by  Homer  Stevenson; 

In  memory  of  Ina  Smith  by  Terry  &  Mary  King; 

In  honor  of  Jean's  mother  by  Charles  &  Jean  McGrew; 

In  honor  of  First  Christian  Church  by  Ted3   Terri,  Matthew^   &  Christopher  Pfenning. 

CHRISTMAS    GREETINGS   TO  THE    CONGREGATION 

The  following  persons  have  sent   one  card   to   the  congregation  as   their  Christmas   Greet- 
ing.     The   cards   are  displayed  on  banners   in  the  Narthex: 

Ma/ur  WllkeJLm;  Tke.  ZlmmeAman't,  JeAAiy,  Sandy,  Enlc  £  Hank;  Robext  £  E&th&n  Ctipp; 
Jackie.  KelZeA;  Kanla  VyeA;  Haw  Id  £  Ruby  Cllne.;  CkanXlne.  Cnalg;  Be.ulah  B.  Tlmmom;  Tke. 
Lantz  Family,  Gene.,  Rhonda,  Katie.  £  ApnlX;  Hznny  FlovoeAM;  Vltkex  S.  GlaAb;  The.  PeAAy'i, 
John,  Jullz,  Stephanie.  £  Molten.  VzveA;  Judy  £  Ralph  Zkun.dk;  Von  £  Valetta  Ranlette.;  Many 
Cook;  Bzn,  Vol,  £  Lanny  Taylon;  Hike.,  Vat,  Sana  £  Stive.  Mullen;  Edna  £  Hanold  Nondblom; 
VcloneA  Kczbontz;    Lucille  Bnamtna-ton,;  HazeJL  £  Bill  Cnouiz. 

THE   END  IS   NEAR 

1986  is  almost  over!  Contributions  will  be  given  1986  credit  till  noon,  December 
30.  We  are  in  need  of  offerings  to  help  us  finish  "in  the  black"  for  1986,  so  if  you 
are  behind  in  your  giving,  please  take  this  opportunity  to  catch  up  if  possible. 

CHRISTMAS  CARD  GREETINGS 


Send  your  Christmas  greetings  to  our  church  family  with  one  card  addressed  to  the 
church.  They  will  be  placed  on  two  attractive  banners  located  in  the  Narthex,  and  re- 
layed to  everyone  in  the  Tidings.  The  money  you  save  on  cards  and  postage  by  not  mail- 
ing to  all  your  church  friends  will  be  sent  to  the  Emily  Flinn  Home  for  the  aged  in  Mar- 
ion and  the  Cleveland  Christian  Home  in  Ohio.  Sign  one  card,  include  your  donation  (if 
check  make  payable  to  First  Christian  Church)  and  send  or  bring  it  to  the  church  office. 
This  is  our  "Special  over  and  above  love  gift"  to  our  Benevolent  Homes. 

SOCK  &  MITTEN  TREE 

Again  this  year  there  will  be  a  tree  in  the  fellowship  hall  that  needs  decorations 
of  warm  socks,  mittens,  and  hats.  These  items  will  be  sent  to  the  Christian  Children's 
Home  in  Cleveland.  Please  help  us  to  decorate  it.  There  are  many  of  these  children  who 
have  none  of  these  items. 

SCOUTS  IN  THE  BUILDING! 


Yes!   There  are  scouts  in  our  building  again. .... .lots  of  scouts!  We  have  Brownies 

here  on  Thursday  evenings  and  Friday  afternoons.  We  have  Girl  Scouts  here  on  Monday 
evenings. 

The  Boy  Scouts  have  asked  us  if  we  would  be  interested  in  having  a  troop  of  them 
here.  To  do  this,  we  would  need  to  provide  a  laison  person  to  actively  participate  with 
the  troop.   If  this  appeals  to  you,  please  call  Dick  or  Don  A.S.A.P.! 

REMEMBER  IN  PRAVER 

Jzannz  FeZte.nbeA.aeji  toko  -U  til  at  komz. 

Rkyltu    Fitch,   a6  ike.  and  Joe.  one.  In  Phoznlx  bzzklng  kelp  faon.  ken.  back  problem. 

WUbznXa  Edglngton  wko  lh  now  Living  In  Stltlwatzn,   OK,   to   be  man,  hex  docton. 

SVMPATHV 

Clanzncz  He.ndUU.ckA on' 6  motkzn  dlzd  ne.ce.ntly.  We  nzmzmbzn  htm  and  hit,-  family  In 
pnayeJi. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Stan  £  MuAsLel  Bakzn  axe.  the.  pnnud  new  panzntb  o^  Rackzl  Manlz,  bonn  Vzczmbzn  10. 
Uanvln  Cnxiuiz  In  Gnanddad! 


FROM  PARSON   TO  PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

I'm  so  proud  of  our  music  program  here  at  First  Christian  Church.  The  Bell  Choir 
was  super  Sunday  and  I  have  never  heard  the  Chancel  Choir  in  better  form!  Thank  you  for 
a  lovely  Choral  Service,  Choir! 

Christmas  is  coming!   How  are  you  coming?   I  hope  you  are  taking  advantage  of  all 

the  special  opportunities  here they  are  all  designed  to  help  you  experience  the  real 

meaning  of  Christmas.  Time  at  Sears  and  Ayres  and  Target  is  important,  but  it  can't  do 
for  you  what  time  here  with  your  church  family  does! 

See  you  Sunday,  as  we  light  the  fourth  candle! 

Love, 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S  OBSERVATION 

When  I  was  a  child  growing  up  in  Southern  California,  the  year  had  four  seasons: 
Spring,  Summer,  School,  and  mercifully  interrupting  the  School  season,  the  Holiday  sea- 
son. Its  approach  was  heralded  by  Halloween,  but  it  did  not  officially  begin  until 
Thanksgiving.  Then  began  the  countdown  to  Christmas  Eve  and  Christmas.  This  season  was 
officially  over  on  the  first  day  of  school  after  New  Years  Day. 

The  holiday  season  was  for  me  the  anchor  and  root  of  the  entire  year.  It  had  an 
excitement,  fun  and  good  will  that  the  rest  of  the  year  just  didn't  seem  to  have.  The 
shopping,  the  special  music  and  decorations,  the  anticipation  of  gifts  to  be  received... 
nothing  else  even  came  close  to  the  holiday  season. 

As  childhood  faded,  so  did  the  unmatched  excitement  of  the  holidays.  It  is  natural, 
however,  to  hold  to  those  standards  so  well  cultivated  in  youth,  and  to  try  to  recreate 
our  annual  pre-Christmas  hype. 

This  is  done  in  several  ways.  Some  people  put  their  lost  wide  eyed  childhood  mem- 
ories onto  their  own  children,  and  eventually  onto  grandchildren  and  surrogate  grand- 
children.  "Christmas  is  for  Children,"  they  say;  I  add  in  my  mind:   "And  for  voyeurs!" 

Another,  and  I  think,  better  possibility  is  to  reorient  our  holiday  energy.  It  can 
be  redirected  toward  using  the  relationships  with  people  significant  to  us.  It  can  be 
used  to  look  intentionally  at  where  we  stand  in  life,  and  what  opportunities  lie  ahead 
of  us.  It  can  be  a  time  to  ponder  where  we  are  in  relation  to  the  God  whose  incarnation 
we  celebrate. 

Christmas  sentimentality  can  be  empty — but  it  needn't  be!  May  God  bless  you  and 
lead  you  in  your  celebration  of  the  Christmas  holiday! 


<y{Ajdje>+r\  i 


NEEDED !  !  ! 

Coffee  hour  hosts  for  January!   Sign  up  in  fellowship  hall. 

BANNERS 

We  are  going  to  celebrate  our  beautiful,  new  peace  banners  by  starting  on  a  third 
one,  hopefully  for  Peace  Sunday  1987.  The  front  will  be  made  from  a  piece  of  cloth 
Saleum  Mahachank  brought  with  her  as  she  escaped  from  Laos.  She  gave  it  to  the  church 
as  she  moved  into  her  first  home  in  Fort  Wayne.  The  back  of  the  banner  will  be  pieced 
with  the  word  Shalom,  meaning  not  just  absence  of  warfare,  but  Cod's  Intended  well-being 
for  all.  Just  as  all  of  us  must  contribute  for  there  to  be  peace,  it  is  hoped  that  each 
member  of  our  church  family  and  anyone  else  that  wishes,  will  contribute  a  small  piece 
of  cloth  to  the  banner.   There  is  a  box  in  fellowship  hall  for  your  contribution. 
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WELCOME  NEW  MEMBER! 

John  Weyer  transferred  his  membership  to  First  Christian  Church  yesterday  from  the 
Episcopal  Church.  He  and  wife,  Jo,  are  now  both  officially  a  part  of  our  church  family! 
Welcome,  John! 

BUS  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 

Our  church  bus  has  been  laid  up  for  some  time,  and  is  still  laid  up.  While  we  are 
deciding  its  fate,  the  Fort  Wayne  PTC  is  making  a  new  service  available.  They  will  work 
with  us  in  providing  bus  service  from  your  door  to  ours.  The  church  board  has  supported 
providing  this  service  for  our  members.  If  we  have  enough  people  interested  in  riding 
the  bus  to  church,  the  PTC  will  establish  a  route  for  us.  If  you  are  interested,  please 
call  the  church  office,  or  ask  Dick  or  Don  for  more  details. 

DISCOVER  EDU-CARE  '87 

Two  upcoming  Edu-care  events  will  provide  an  opportunity  to  learn  some  creative, 
practical,  effective  ways  of  serving  your  church  in  many  different  areas  of  concern. 
Edu-care  is  a  two  day  event  which  allows  for  ten  hour  training  sessions  on  many  topics 
of  interest  for  those  concerned  with  the  vitality  of  congregational  life.  Workshop  to- 
pics this  year  include: 

Bible  study  Spiritual  life  Parenting 

Finances  Membership  Outreach 

Christian  Education  Evangelism  Administration 

Worship  Communications  Personal  Growth 

The  Christian  Education  committee,  to  encourage  participation  in  Edu-care,  is  offer- 
ing scholarships  to  help  offset  the  cost  of  attending.  The  first  Edu-care  event  is 
February  27  and  28  in  Columbus,  Indiana,  and  the  second  is  March  6  and  7  in  Adrian, 
Michigan.  Plan  to  attend  this  quality  training  event! 

(For  more  details,  see  the  poster  in  Fellowship  Hall,  or  pick  up  a  flier  and  regis- 
tration form  in  the  office) . 

THE  END  IS  NEAR 

1986  is  almost  over!  Contributions  will  be  given  1986  credit  till  noon,  December 
30.  We  are  in  need  of  offerings  to  help  us  finish  "in  the  black"  for  1986,  so  if  you 
are  behind  in  your  giving,  please  take  this  opportunity  to  catch  up  if  possible. 

SOCK  &  MITTEN  TREE 

Again  this  year  there  will  be  a  tree  in  the  fellowship  hall  that  needs  decorations 
of  warm  socks,  mittens,  and  hats.  These  items  will  be  sent  to  the  Christian  Children's 
Home  in  Cleveland.  Please  help  us  to  decorate  it.  There  are  many  of  these  children  who 
have  none  of  these  items. 

SCOUTS  IN  THE  BUILDING 

Yes!  There  are  scouts  in  our  building  again lots  of  scouts!  We  have  Brownies 

here  on  Thursday  evenings  and  Friday  afternoons.  We  have  Girl  Scouts  here  on  Monday 
evenings. 

The  Boy  Scouts  have  asked  us  if  we  would  be  interested  in  having  a  troop  of  them 
here.  To  do  this,  we  would  need  to  provide  a  laison  person  to  actively  participate  with 
the  troop.  If  this  appeals  to  you,  please  call  Dick  or  Don  A.S.A.P.! 

PRAYER  SERVICE:   6:15  -  7:00  p.m.   All  welcome! 


ACTIVE  PARENTING 

This  is  a  six  week  course  which  will  be  offered  at  our  church  on  Wednesdays,  Jan- 
uary 7  -  February  11,  6:30  -  8:30  p.m.  Child  care  will  be  provided  in  addition  to  the 
regular  Wednesday  evening  children's  programming. 

Those  who  took  this  course  last  year  were  very  enthused  about  it.  It  is  a  modern 
approach  that  helps  families  get  out  of  the  "power  struggles"  so  often  found  in  our 
homes . 

RSVP  please,   by  Sunday,   January  4.        Cost   (for  workbook,   and  other  materials)    15.00/ 
household.     Excellent  for  single  parents  as  well  as   couples. 

Don't  miss  this  opportunity  to  enhance  your  parenting  skills.  Learn  how  to  "get 
back  in  control"! 

HOUSE   FIRE! 


The  Kerley's  home  caught  fire  Friday  night.  Serious  damage  will  keep  them  out  of 
their  home  for  3-4  months.  Our  prayers  are  with  them.  We  rejoice  that  no  one  was  in- 
jured! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

ChJvUta  UcJllz  Sabtic  wat>  bonn  to  Jim  and  VathJLcla  on  Vzcembex  17! 

POINSETT I A  PLANTS  GIVEN: 


In  memory  of  loved  ones  by  Caxol  £  Vn.cd  Funkhou&eA; 

In  memory  of  Mr.    &  Mrs.    William  Caldwell  &  Mr.    &  Mrs.    Walter  Birkhold  by  Mr.    &  Mrs. 
Louis  Culbertson. 

CHRISTMAS   GREETINGS   TO  THE   CONGREGATION 

The   following  persons  have  sent  one   card  to   the  congregation  as   their  Christmas   Greet- 
ing.     The  cards   are   displayed  on  banners   in   the  Narthex: 

The.  Pfenning*;     GKa.cz  Tmiby;     PeJin  Ke.nJU.n2.;     WaAold  £  Colyn  CuowdeA;     Canda.cz  Cole.; 
Leland  £  \Kan.y  Wlgglm;     Caxol  £  Tficd  TwnkhouAVi;  Stzve.,  Vlane.,  KlmbeAly  £  Lonl  Walt;  The. 
Callahan*,,   Michael,  Shlnlzy,   Megan,   IKlcheJULe.  £  Vavld;     Ethel.     RlchhanJt;     E&theA  Whitton; 
Vlck  £  Judy  Met/;   Eaxl  £  Ruth  Plummex;  Waltex  Bovozn;   Louu  £  Opal  CulbeJttbon;  Thz  0hne.ckt>, 
John,   KfiU,   Rob,   Tuacy,   Jackie.  £  Vznaiy;   Wantha  £  Ke.nne.th  Hunt;   Glznn  £  Lola  WULvl;  Bill 
£  IhynXlz  VzVlnnzy;     Uan.gaA.zt  £  BznX  Lzvejazz;  Me^£e  £  Betty  Gilmm;  Vonothy  Schmidt;   Andy 
Cook;   Ruby  Mowzajj;   Bill  £  Jo  P/ianklln;   Vwaln  £  Kathy  Gnaham;   Ed  £  RoAaLLe.  Wall;  Mahjy  Piatt; 
Tony  Voniz;  and  Thz  Chlldxzn  £  StaU  ol  the.  Cleveland  Chhlitian  Womz. 
AMONG  OUR  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -   12-21-86 

Nina  Montes,    6815  S.    Calhoun;   David,   Janice,   &  Brandon  Russell,    215  E.    Congress. 
TRUSTEES   AMEND  BYLAWS   TO   CLARIFY   RELATION   TO  D.O.C.;   DICKINSON   APPOINTED  ACTING  PRESIDENT 
from  Christian  Theological  Seminary  bulletin. 

A  resolution  of  the  CTS  Board  of  Trustees  has  spelled  out  with  more  clarity  the 
seminary's   denominational  affiliation  with   the  Christian  Church   (Disciples   of  Christ). 

The  action   takes  place     in   the  midst  of   a  presidential  search  process   to  find  a  suc- 
cessor  to   Dr.   Thomas  J.   Liggett.      Dr.   Liggett   retired  August   1   following  11  years   as   chief 
executive  officer. 

While  there  is  no  announced  candidate  at  the  current  time,  the  amendments  give  a 
freer  hand  to   the  Presidential  Search  Committee. 

Specifically,    the  bylaws   as   amended  make  the  following  requirements: 
*A  majority  of  the  trustees   shall  be  Disciples. 
*A  significant  portion  of   the  faculty  must  be  Disciples. 
*Generally,    the  President  shall  be  a  Disciple. 
*If   the  President  is  not  a  Disciple,   the  Dean  of  the  seminary  must  be. 

The  action  states  further  that  all  officers,  trustees  and  faculty  members  shall  be 
active  participants   in  their  respective  traditions   and  communions. 

In  the  previous  version  of  the  bylaws,  the  relationship  between  denomination  and 
seminary  was  not  addressed  adequately,  and  the  president,  and  only  the  president,  was  re- 
quired to  be  Disciple. 

In  further  action  by  the  board,  the  seminary's  Dean,  Dr.  Richard  D.N.  Dickinson  was 
elected  Acting  President.  The  Acting  Dean  is  Dr.  Michael  Kinnamon,  the  seminary's  assis- 
tant professor  of  Theology.  Dr.  Dickinson  is  a  minister  in  the  United  Church  of  Christ; 
Dr.  Kinnamon   is   Disciple. 


FROM     PARSON      TO     PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

I  was  certainly  "got"  Sunday,  with  the  kind  words  and  the  unique  experience  of  a 
choir  singing  a  special  birthday   anthem!      I  shall  not   forget  number  39! 

Neither  shall  I  forget  this  Advent.  The  services  have  all  been  very  beautiful.  I 
think,  and  the  special  activities  well  attended.  I  hope  you  have  been  able  to  be  pre- 
sent. 

Parents!  Don't  miss  the  article  advertising  our  Active  Parenting  Course  beginning 
January  7.     It's  excellent. 

My  family  and  I  will  make  our  annual  pilgrimage  to  St.  Pete  for  a  few  days  and  re- 
turn for  Sunday,  January  4.  I'm  ready,  but  I  feel  a  lot  less  "wrung  out"  than  some 
years.  Christmas  really  seemed  good  to  me.  My  brother  and  his  wife  and  son  will  be  in 
St.  Pete,  too,  and  this  will  be  the  first  time  all  three  generations  will  be  together  at 
once!  Hot  dang!  My  brother's  kid,  Matthew,  is  almost  as  cute  as  our  kids.  (I'll  hear 
from  David  about  the  use  of  the  word  "cute",  I'm  sure!  We'll  see  if  he  reads  his  Dad's 
column,    anyway!). 

Remember,   Immanuel,   God  with  us!     You  count,   life  can  be  transformed,   and  it  doesn't 
all  depend  on  you ! 

See  you  soon! 


Love, 


Lzt  me  tell  you  a  Atony.  A  family  u>  out  ion.  a  dnlvz  on  a  Sunday  a&teJinoon.  It  Ia 
a  plzaAant  ahtznnoon,  and  thzy  n.zlax  at  a  IzlAunzly  pace,  down  the.  highway.  Suddznly  the. 
two  chlldJizn  bzgln  to  beat  thzln.  ftathnn.  In  the.  back.  "Vaddy,  Vaddy,  Atop  the.  can.!  Stop 
the.  can!  Thzn.z' A  a  kJcttzn  back  thzxz  on  the.  Aide.  oh  the.  noad!"  The.  ^atheji  AayA,  "So 
thzxz'  a  a  klttzn  back  thzxz  on  the.  Aldz  oh  the.  noad.  Wz'xz  having  a  dnlvz."  "But  Vaddy, 
you  muAt  Atop  and  pick  It  up."  "I  don't  have  to  Atop  and  pick  It  up."  "But  Vaddy,  lh 
you  don't,  It  win.  die.."  "Well,  thzn  iX  will  havz  to  die,.  We  don' t  have,  noom  ion 
anothzx  animal.  We  have,  a  zoo  alxzady  at  the.  house..  No  mom  animals."  "But  Vaddy,  one. 
you  just  going  to  lzt  It  die.?"  "Be  qulzt,  chlldxzn,  wz'xz  txylng  to  have,  a  plzaAant 
dxlvz."  "We  nzvzx  thought  oun  Vaddy  would  be.  ao  mean  and  cxuzl  oa  to  lzt  a  klttzn  die.." 
Finally  the.  mcthex  tunnA  to  hex  huAband  and  AayA,  "Vzax,  you'll  have,  to  Atop."  He  tunnA 
the.  can.  anound,  xztuxnA  to  the.  Apot  and  pulls  o{l  to  the.  Aldz  oh  thz  noad.  He  gozA  out 
to  pick  up  thz  klttzn.  Thz  poox  cxzatuxz  Ia  just  Akin  and  bonzA,  Aonz-zyzd,  and  iull  oh 
hlzas;  but  whzn  hz  xzachzA  down  to  pick  It  up,  with  ItA  laAt  bit  oh  znzxgy  thz  kitten 
bnlAtlzA,  boning  tooth  and  claw.  SAAAt!  He  picks,  up  thz  klttzn  by  thz  Iooaz  Akin  at  thz 
nzck,   bxlngA  It  ovzx  to  thz  can.  and  AayA,  "Von' t  touch  it;  It' a  pxobably  got  IzpnoAy." 

Whzn  thzy  get  to  thz  houAZ  thz  chlldxzn  glvz  thz  klttzn  Azvznxxl  bathA ,  about  a  gal- 
lon oh  wanm  milk,  and  Intznczdz-  "Can  we  let  iX  Atay  In  thz  houAZ  juAt  tonight?  Tomonxow 
wz' 11  hlx  a  placz  In  thz  ganagz."  Thz  iathzn.  AayA,  "Sunz,  takz  my  bzdxoom;  thz  wholz 
houAZ  Ia  alxzady  a  zoo."  Thzy  falx  a  comhontablz  bzd,  hit  hon  a  phanoah.  Szvznal  wzzkjA 
paAA.  Thzn  onz  day  thz  h&thzx  walkA  In,  ($eet&  Aomztklng  xub  agalnAt  hlA  Izg,  lookA  down, 
and  tkznz  Ia  a  cat.  He  nzachzA  down  towand  thz  cat,  caxzhully  chzcklng  to  azz  that  no 
onz  Ia  watching*  Whzn  thz  cat  azza  hlA  hand,  it  dozA  not  banz  ItA  clawA  and  hlSA;  In- 
Atzad  It  anchzA  ItA  back  to  nzczlvz  a  canzAA.  Ia  that  thz  Aamz  cat?  Ia  that  thz  Aamz 
cat?  No.  It' a  not  thz  Aamz  oa  that  h^lghtznzd,  hunt,  hlAAlng  klttzn  on  thz  Aldz  oh  thz 
n.oad.     Oh  couxsz  not.     And  you  know  oa  well  oa  I  what  makzA  thz  dlhh&t-zne-V-' 

Not  too  long  ago  God    nzachzd  out  hlA  hand  to  blzAA  me  and  my  h(m^-'J*       Whzn  hz  did, 

I  lookzd  at  hlA  hand;  it  woa   covzxzd  with  AcnatchzA.     Such  Ia  thz  hand  oh  lovz 

—  X-nzd  Cnaddock,  In  Aznmon 

"Pnaylng  Through  Clznchzd  Tzzth" 
Thz  Twzntlzth  Czntuxy  Vulplt 
Vol.   II,   Abingdon 
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First  Christian  Church 


744-3239 
"We  Are   Growing" 
Richard  L.   Hamm,   Editor 
Volume  XLIII   December   31,    1986  No.    52 


ACTIVE  PARENTING 

This  is  a  six  week  course  which  will  be  offered  at  our  church  on  Wednesdays,  Jan- 
uary 7  -  February  11,  6:30  -  8:30  p.m.  Child  care  will  be  provided  in  addition  to  the 
regular  Wednesday  evening   children's   programming. 

Those  who  took  this  course  last  year  were  very  enthused  about  it.  It  is  a  modern 
approach  that  helps  families  get  out  of  the  "power  struggles"  so  often  found  in  our 
homes . 

RSVP  please,   by  Sunday,   January  4.        Cost   (for  workbook,    and   other  materials)    15.00/ 
household.      Excellent   for   single  parents   as  well   as    couples. 

Don't  miss  this  opportunity  to  enhance  your  parenting  skills.  Learn  how  to  "get 
back  in   control"! 

BUS   SERVICE   AVAILABLE 

Our  church  bus  has  been  laid  up  for  some  time,  and  is  still  laid  up.  While  we  are 
deciding  its  fate,  the  Fort  Wayne  PTC  is  making  a  new  service  available.  They  will  work 
with  us  in  providing  bus  service  from  your  door  to  ours.  The  church  board  has  supported 
providing  this  service  for  our  members.  If  we  have  enough  people  interested  in  riding 
the  bus  to  church,  the  PTC  will  establish  a  route  for  us.  If  you  are  interested,  please 
call  the  church  office,   or  ask  Dick  or  Don  for  more  details. 

DISCOVER  EDU-CARE    '87 

Two  upcoming  Edu-care     events  will  provide     an  opportunity   to     learn  some  creative, 
practical,      effective  ways  of  serving     your  church  in     many  different   areas  of     concern. 
Edu-care  is   a     two  day  event  which     allows   for  ten  hour  training  sessions  on  many   topics 
of  interest  for  those   concerned  with   the  vitality  of   congregational  life.       Workshops    to- 
pics  this  year  include: 

Bible  study  Spiritual  life  Parenting 

Finances  Membership  Outreach 

Christian  Education  Evangelism  Administration 

Worship  Communications  Personal  Growth 

The   Christian  Education   committee,   to  encourage  participation  in  Edu-care,   is  offer- 
ing scholarships   to     help  offset  the     cost  of  attending.        The  first     Edu-care  event     is 
February  27   and  28  in     Columbus,   Indiana,      and  the     second  is     March  6   and  7     in     Adrian, 
Michigan.      Plan   to   attend  this   quality  training  event! 

(For  more  details,    see  the  poster   in  Fellowship  Hall,   or  pick  up   a  flier  and  regis- 
tration form  in  the  office) . 

ADDITIONAL  CHRISTMAS    GREETINGS   TO  THE   CONGREGATION 

The.  Lytic  Family;   kt  £  Sua  an  Csi&agQA,   Tanya,  Shannon  6  Scott, 


FOOD  BANK  NEEDS:      P-Nut  Butter,   Jelly,    Canned 
Fruit,    Canned  Meat 


FOOD  BANK 


REFLECTIONS  .  .  . 

There  are  a  lot  of  issues  involved  in  the  Iranian  arms  deal:  Arms  for  hostages, 
weapons  for  war,  contact  with  moderates  in  Iranian  government,  funds  from  arms  deal  se- 
cretly sent  to  Contras  in  Nicaragua.  Who  knows  what  is  happening  with  the  National  Se- 
curity Council?  Who  is  making  foreign  policy  decisions? 

But  the  issue  which  strikes  me  as  being  the  most  damaging  is  the  issue  of  integrity. 
If  truth  is  represented  one  way  in  words  and  another  in  actions,  how  can  there  be  confi- 
dence and  trust?  It  is  one  thing  to  disagree  with  another  on  political,  social,  economic 
or  religious  issues.  It  is  quite  another  to  not  be  able  to  trust  what  one  is  told  by 
another.  A  democracy  can  survive,  yes,  thrive  with  a  diversity  of  opinions;  but  it 
cannot  live  long  without  trust  in  the  word  of  those  who  lead. 

I  do  not  know  where  the  breakdown  in  integrity  occurred.  It  is  up  to  the  investi- 
gators to  discover  and  to  reveal.  My  grief  is  that  we  are  now  struggling  again  with 
whether  we  can  believe  our  leaders  rather  than  with  the  different  issues  which  trouble 
our  world.  If  we  were  told  lies  about  the  arms  deal  and  the  hostages,  how  do  we  know 
what  to  believe  about  all  the  other  issues  of  state? 

The  commandment  to  not  bear  false  witness  is  more  than  some  moralism  which  is  handed 
down  by  a  detached  deity.    It  is   foundational  to  the  development  of  a  community  or  a 
free  nation. 

Let  us  pray  for  ourselves  as  a  nation  as  we  seek  truth  and  expect  integrity. 

by  Dr.  Dan  Moseley 

Vine  Street  Christian  "Visitor" 


DIVISION  OF  OVERSEAS  MINISTRIES  -  NEWS  &  NOTES 

POLLY  CAMPBELL  IN  JAPAN 

Polly  teaches  English  at  Niijima  Gakuen  School  in  Annaka.    school. 

The  Americians  have  no  real  understanding  of  what  it  "costs"  to  be  a  Christian  here. 
For  instance,  in  Japan,   the  Shinto  or  Buddhist  faiths  are  so  intricately  interwoven  in- 
to the  fabric  of  the  culture  that  one  is  faced  daily  with  "practicing"  those  faiths,  in 
a  sense. 

A  young  woman  greatly  lessens  her  chances  of  marriage  by  becoming  a  Christian  be- 
cause many  families  will  not  accept  a  Christian  as  a  daughter-in-law  neither  through  the 
omiai,  arranged  marriage  process,  nor  by  their  son's  choice. 

So,  it  takes  great  courage  to  choose  to  become  an  alien  in  one's  own  country.  It 
is  also  very  difficult  for  the  Japanese  "to  pray  and  work  as  followers  of  Jesus  in  the 
sight  of  the  others  because  Japanese  traditional  viewpoints  prevent  us  from  doing  so." 
This  is  a  quote  from  one  of  my  minister's  sermons.  He  was  referring  to  the  deeply  im- 
bedded ideas  of  Confucious  teachings  of  the  importance  of  following  traditional  forms. 
These  and  many  other  things  are  very  real  problems  for  our  Christian  brothers  and  sis- 
ters. It  is  a  joy,  an  awesome  challenge,  and  a  great  blessing  to  work  together  with 
them — also  humbling! 

AMONG  QUE  VISITORS  IN  WORSHIP  -  12-28-86 

"  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  Bushey,  10218  Winchester  Road;  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  Walsh,  4611  Beaver 
Avenue;  Brenda  Gibson,  Huntington,  IN;  Garnet  Strickland,  Marion,  OH;  Fern  Gudakunst, 
Delphos,  OH;  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  Banet,  Hernoon,  VA;  A.M.  Banet,  Susan  Banet,  Cindy  Banet, 
Ted  Banet,   Chester  Springs,  PA;  Kenneth  &  Norma  Place  &  Family,  West  Germany. 


FROM  PARSON   TO  PERSON 

Dear  Friends, 

I  cannot  overstate  how  much  I  hope  to  see  a  good  turnout  for  our  Active  Parenting 
course  beginning  January  7  and  running  six  Wednesdays,  6:30  -  8:30  p.m.  Mindy  and  I 
took  this  course  last  year  and  found  it  extremely  helpful.  It  uses  a  workbook  and  video 
tape  format  under  the  direction  of  a  leader.   It  works  very  well. 

As  you  read  this,  we'll  be  on  our  way  back  to  Fort  Wayne.  Hopefully,  we  will  have 
seen  a  lot  of  sun  in  St.  Pete.  Snow  doesn't  bother  me,  nor  even  cold.  But  we  do  need 
to  get  the  winter  skies  of  Fort  Wayne  fixed! 

This  is  that  time  of  year  when  we  begin  to  think  of  new  beginnings  and  of  personal 
changes.    I'll  be  talking  about  change  Sunday.   My  sermon  takes  its  title  from  an  old 
joke;  it's  called,  "No  thanks,  I'll  just  sit  in  the  dark!"  The  text  will  be  John  1:1-18, 
Hope  you  can  make  it. 

See  you  Sunday! 

Love, 


AN  ASSOCIATE'S   OBSERVATION 

Woody  Allen,  in  his  movie,  Annie  Hall,  tells  the  story  of  two  ladies  at  a  resort  in 
the  Cat skill  mountains.  One  complains,  "the  food  here  is  really  awful."  The  other  re- 
plies, "Yeh,  and  such  small  portions!"  The  character  in  the  movie  goes  on  to  say, 
That's  essentially  how  I  feel  about  life.  Its  full  of  loneliness  and  misery  and  suffer- 
ing and  unhappiness,    and  its   all  over  much  to  quickly." 

Yes,   one  of  the  ironies  of  life  is   that  living  carries   inevitably  with  it   suffering, 
Looking  back  over  the  last  year,    things  have  happened  that   I  wished  had  not.      I  have  had 
times  when  I  have  felt  very  alone.      There  have  also  been   times  of  undescribable  joy,    and 
much   contentment.   Pain  and  joy  and  all,    it  is   a  year  I   am  glad  to  have  had  the  privilege 
to  live. 

My  hope  for  all  of  you  is   that   1987  be  a  year  you  will  be  glad  to  live! 


<pX\A_< 
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PEACE  STUDIES  INSTITUTE  IN  JANUARY 

Four  major  topics  will  be  discussed  on  Tuesday  evenings  in  January  at  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  sponsored  by  AC's  Peace  Commission.  Sessions  will  be  held  from  7:30- 
9:30  and  are  open  to  all. 

Leaders  from  Manchester  College,  which  is  co-sponsoring  the  Institute,  will  present 
subsequent  sessions. 

Registration  is  $5.00  for  the  series  of  four  or  each  night  will  be  $2.00  singly. 
Send  to  Associated  Churches. 

CHI  RHO  (MIDDLE  SCHOOL)  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 

We  are  planning  a  Chi  Rho  Lock-in  on  Friday  night,  January  9,  beginning  at  7:30  p.m. 
and  ending  at  10:00  a.m.  Saturday  morning.   If  you  are  planning  to  attend,  please  call 
the  office  or  talk  to  Don! 
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